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MODE OR MACHmERY OF TAXATION IN 
THE SEVERAL STATES. 



ALABAMA. 



Judge of Probate. Tax offl- 

Court of County Commissioners for each County. cere. 

Tax Assessors for each County. 
Tax Collector. 

The court of county commissioners is elected by the peo- oonrtof 
pie triennially, and is composed of the judge of probate and mUsionws!' 
four commissioners. 

The assessors are appointed annually by the court. 

The collector is elected by the people of the county. 

T.he assessor, from the first of March in each year, as- AseesBment 
sesses all the taxable estate, both real and personal, in his ^°° °' 
county, and enters the assessment in separate books, and 
returns the same to the county judge of probate. 

Each assessor must give advertised notice of when and Notice, 
where the assessment shall be made. 

At the specified time and place, sworn lists of all taxable ^'^'• 
property, made by the owners or claimants, are to be 
handed in by them. 

If the list is not handed in, a double tax is imposed on Failure to 
said property by the assessor. ^^'" 

In August, in each year, the court of county commis- oonrt to 
sioners convene to examine and correct the returns of the luto!** 
assessors. 

The court corrects all errors in the valuation and recti- 
fies all mistakes in the assessment returns, and turns them 
over to the j udge of probate, who shall make out a state- 
ment of the amount assessed against each taxpayer ; which 
statement, after comparison with the original, shall be deK- 
vered to the tax collector. 

The judge of probate must, by first of May in each year, ^^^^^f 
also forward to the comptroller of public accounts a cor- forvpards 
rect abstract from the assessment books of the total value, 
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comptrol- 
ler 



Tax col- 
lector. 



' amoimt or number of the general items on subjects of taxa- 
tion contained in the books ; the aggregate amount of taxes 
on the value, amount or number of each item extended in- 
to a column, and the total amount by the addition of the 
sums so extended of all taxes due the state from his county. 
The 'tax collector of each county respectively shall pro- 
ceed to collect and receive from and after the 1st of Octo- 
ber in each year, from every person chargeable therewith, 
the taxes imposed by law in his county. In default of pay- 
ment, tbe collector shall sell any property of persons 
indebted, sufl&cient to pay the taxes due and costs. 



AEKANSAS. 



Taxoffl 
oers. 



Bchednle. 



Failnre to 
list. 



Account of 

taxable 

property. 

Non-resi- 
dent lands. 



Auditor of Public Accounts. 

County Court, 

Sherifl', esc officio, Assessor and Collector. 

The sheriff of each county is, ex officio^ assessor for his 
county (a few counties excepted). 

Each assessor, immediately after 1st January, annually, 
takes an accurate list of all taxable inhabitants' property 
and privileges. 

The list is divided into two parts ; one containing the 
names of residents owning taxable property in the county, 
the other the non-residents. 

Said list shall contain: 1st, the lands; 2d, slaves over 
five and under sixty; 3d, household furniture over two 
hundred dollars ; 4th, horses, asses, mules, and neat cattle 
over two years ; 5th, goods, wares and merchandise ; 6th, 
all money loaned on interest beyond the amount for which 
the same person pays interest ; 7th, all capital employed in 
steamboats. 

The assessor shall make a schedule of the property given 
in by each person for taxation, which shall be sworn to by 
said person as to its being the full amouut of taxable pro- 
perty owned by him. 

If any person fail to render list to assessor, or the latter 
thinks the one rendered is incorrect or fraudulent, he shall 
ascertain himself the taxable property, and assess it at 
double the value. 

The assessor shall give public notice of time and place 
in each township of his county for taking accounts of the 
taxable inhabitants and property of the township. 

Each non-resident shall annually file with the auditor of 
public accounts, or assessor, under oath, a list of his lands 
in the state. If filed with auditor, he shall furnish the 
assessor with list. 
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If non-resident fails to furnish list, tlie assessor shall 
assess his lands at double the value. The double value of 
all lands shall not be less than six dollars per acre. 

The assessors shall make out a correct list of all taxable Lut. 
property, which shall be sworn to by the owner, or claim- 
ant. They shall make a similar list of property of non- 
residents, sworn to by owners or claimants. 

ISTon-resident lands shall be valued by three householders Non-resi- 
where lands are situated. dentiands. 

Each assessor shall file annually with the clerk of the 
county court of his county the original assessment list 
made by him, with a certified copy, and give public notice 
of filing. 

Each person aggrieved by the assessment may appeal to Appeal, 
the county court at next term, and have the assessment 
corrected. 

Immediately after the assessment list shall be adjusted Tax books 
and corrected by the court, and the state and county tax 
stated thereon, the clerk of said court shall make out two 
tax books, one for the collector and one for the auditor of 
public accounts ; the original assessment roll shall be kept 
in his ofhce. 

Said clerk shall deliver with the tax book a warrant to 
the collector to collect the taxes in his county. 

The sheriff is, ex officio^ the collector. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Board of Stamp Commissioners. 

County Assessor for each County. Tax officers. 

Board of Equalization for each County. 
Auditor for each County. 

Tax Golleotor for eacli County (except in certain counties where the 
Sheriff is, ex officio, Collector). 

Each county assessor between March and August in each ^^^^^ 
year shall assess all taxable property in his district, and 
shall also require a statement, under oath, of all taxable pro- swom 
perty from the owners or claimants. 

If they refuse or neglect such statement, the assessor shall 
make an approximate estimate of the same. 

At the same time and in same manner as the other lists 
of property herein required are given, every person shall 
deliver, under oath, a list of all the property, real and per- 
sonal, he or the firm of which he is a member, and the corpo- 
ration or company of which he is president, cashier, trea- 
surer, secretary, trustee or managing agent, owns, claims or 
has charge or control of in any other county in the state, 
which he does not of his personal knowledge know has 
been assessed in such other county for that year. 
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Each assessor, as soon as he shall have received a list of 
any property in another county, under the foregoing sec- 
tion, shall make out from the lists delivered to him a list 
for each county in wfich any taxable property may be, 
and shall transmit the same to the assessor of the proper 
county, who shall assess the same as other taxable pro- 
perty therein, if it has not been before assessed for the same 
year. 

The assessor shall prepare a tax list or assessment roll 
in the book furnished him by the board of supervisors, in 
which shall be listed or assessed all the real estate im- 
provements on real estate and on public lands, and other 
personal property within the limits of the county. He 
shall also in a book make a map or plan of the various 
blocks within any incorporated city or town, and mark 
thereon the various subdivisions as they are assessed, and 
> in each subdivision he shall mark the names of the persons 
to whom it is assessed. 

On or before first Monday in August the assessor shall 
complete his tax list or assessment roll, and deliver it, with 
his certificate and map book, and all of the original lists of 
property given to him, to the clerk of the board of super- 
visors, who then shall give notice of the fact, specifying 
therein the time of meeting of the board of equalization 
in a newspaper, or if none, as board of supervisors shall 
direct; and he shall keep the roll open in his ofiice for pub- 
lic inspection. 

The assessor may lawfully, at any time after first Mon- 
day in August, and before last Saturday in October, assess 
any property not on the regular list ; and he shall enter 
such assessment in a separate portion of the tax list or as- 
sessment roll, under the head of " subsequent assessments," 
and shall deliver a true copy of the original assessment to 
the county auditors, to be compared by him with the en- 
tries in the assessment roll, and same shall then be filed 
with the clerk of board of supervisors. 
Boara of The supervisors of the county form a board of equaliza- 

Eqaaiiza- ^^^^^ ^f ^j^jy]^ ^^leiT own clcrk is the clerk. 

They meet in August, and determine all complaints of 
the assessed value of property, and correct the same by de- 
ducting or adding thereto. The assessor shall be present 
during the equalization of his roll, and make statements ; 
and the recorder of the county shall also be present, with 
an abstract of all unsatisfied mortgages and liens on record, 
for the guidance of the board in their equalization. 

If the board finds it necessary to add to the assessed val- 
uation of any property on the roll, they shall notify the 
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person interested of the day when they shall act in the case 
and allow a reasonable time to appear. 

After adjournment of board in September, the clerk shall 
make out a list of all persons, the valuation of whose 
property has been added to, with the amount so added on 
the roll, who have not appeared before board, and a list of 
all property added to as above, the owners of which had 
not appeared before board, and the board of supervisors 
shall publish same in a newspaper, or if none, by posting. 
Any person, as above, not appearing before board in Sep- 
tember, may appear before said board in November, and 
in making affidavit that he had no knowledge of such 
increased valuation of his property, he shall have a hear- 
ing before board and the determination shall then be final. 
The clerk of said board shall report all changes made to 
the auditor, who shall make the changes required in the 
original assessment roll, and the auditor shall report in his 
next regular statement to the comptroller of state such 
changes. 

On adjournment of board, the clerk shall deliver the cor- connty 
rected assessment roll to the county auditor, who shall add '"'^""■• 
up the columns of valuations and deliver a true certified 
copy, styled a "Duplicate Assessment Roll," with the state, 
county and other taxes, and map and plat book to the col- 
lector. 

The collector shall, unless otherwise directed by board of 
supervisors in the respective counties, accompany the asses- 
sor through the county, and, on entry of any assessment of 
movable personal property to any person, corporation, firm 
or company, who does not own any real estate in the 
county, to demand payment of the taxes on same, and if 
such person, &c., shall neglect or refuse to pay, the collec- 
tor shall seize sufficient personal property of such person, 
&c., and sell on notice at public auction, sufficient to satisfy 
said taxes and the expenses. 

The collector, on receiving the duplicate assessment roll 
from the auditor, shall proceed and collect the taxes. 

The governor, treasurer and attorney-general, shall con- gtamp co„. 
stitute a board of commissioners of stamp duties, who shall misBioners. 
take charge of this branch of revenue. 
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TaxofQcers. 



County 
cornmis- 
Bi oners to 
levy taxes 
in county. 



Inhabitant 
to list. 



Notice to 
make list. 



List. 



Gensus 
toard. 



COLORADO. 

Board of County Commissioners. 

County Assessor, 

Census Board, which is a 

Biard of Equalization. 

Board of Appeal. * 

County Treasurer, ex, officio, Tax Collector. 

The board of county commissioners shall annually levy 
the following taxes on the assessed 'value of taxable pro- 
perty in the county. 

For territorial revenue, three mills on a dollar when no 
rate is directed by the census board. 

For ordinary county revenue, including support of the 
poor, not more than six mills on a dollar and a poll tax of 
fifty cents. 

For the support of schools, not less than one-half mill, 
nor more than two mills and a half on a dollar ; and, 

For roads. 

Every inhabitant of full age and sound mind shall list all 
taxable property in the territory of which he is owner or 
controls. 

The assessor of each county shall, in March of each year, 
leave with each resident of the county, of full age and 
sound mind, a notice, to make and return to him, within a 
specified time, a list of his taxable property. 

The list shall contain : 

His lands and town lots : and personal property, viz. : 

Amount of capital in merchandise ; 

Amount of capital in manufactures ; 

Number and value of horses, mules, asses, oxen, sheep, 
swine, goats, carriages and vehicles ; amount of money and 
credits; of clocks, watches, jewelry, gold and silver plate; 
number and value of musical instruments ; amount of taxa- 
ble household furniture ; amount in stock or shares in any 
corporation or company ; amount of all other property not 
enumerated, and the number of polls. 

The above list of items may be diminished, enlarged or 
varied, by the census board, which consists of the county 
commissioners, the county clerk, and treasurer, so as to 
obtain such facts as they deem advisable. i 

The census board shall furnish the assessor with blank 
forms for the assessments, and such instructions as to secure 
full and uniform assessments and returns. 

The list must be signed and sworn to by the person 
making it. 
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If sucTi person fails to render the list, the assessor shall ^'temen? 
ascertain the number and value of the several species of 
property required, and return the statements to the county 
office when he returns his assessment roll. 

All property is to be valued by the assessor except such 
as is herein required to be valued by the owner. 

On or before 1st of June the assessor shall make out and Asseeement 
deliver an assessment roll to the county clerk, which roll is '°"' 
to be verified by his oath. ' 

The clerk shall make an abstract of roll and transmit it Abstract, 
to the auditor of the territory.; but the census board is 
authorized to add to or diminish it, and to require such 
different farther matters to be returned as it deems proper. 

The census board shall be a board of equalization, and Boars of 
shall examine the various assessments as regards the ter- timu''^"' 
ritorial tax, and equalize the rate of assessment, when not , 
made uniform by the assessors. The equalization may be 
made by changing the assessments; varying the rate of 
taxation in the counties; leaving unchanged as far as prac- 
ticable what would have been the aggregate of valuation 
had no such equalization been made. 

The auditor, in July, transmits to the clerk of each county Auaitor 
a statement of the changes (if any) in the assessment, and 
the rate of territorial tax to be levied and collected in his 
county. 

The county clerk and treasurer constitute a board of gj|^j,g|jj 
appeal to correct any errors complained of to the board by appeal, 
any aggrieved person. 

On the second Monday in July the board of county com- ^ ^^ 
missioners shall levy the requisite taxes for the current taxes. 
year, and they may be levied at any time after 1st of July, 
if the statement has been received from the census board. 

After the taxes are levied, the clerk shall make out a ^^^ jj^j^ 
tax list, in a tabular form, and attach to it his warrant 
requiring the county treasurer to collect the taxes therein 
levied. 

The said treasurer (who is, ex officio, collector), on receiv- T^egjanrer, 
ing the tax list and warrant, shall proceed and collect the ex officio,' 
taxes therein levied, and return the same to the office of 
the territorial treasurer. 
3 
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CONNECTICUT. 



Tax officers. 



AesesBors 
and board 
of relief. 



Lists to be 
required. 



When 
aBsessor to 
list. 



AsseBBora 
to equalize 
Talaation 
and make 
abstract of 
list for 
inspsction. 



Dnties of 
board of 
relief. 



Abstract 
transmitted 
to comp- 
troller. 



Companies 
to inform of 
stockhold- 
ers ; 

amount of 
stock, &c. 



Assessors of the Towns. 
, Board of Relief. 
Board of Equalization. 
Town Clerk. 
Collector. 
Justice of the Peace. 

The towns shall annually elect one or more (not exceed- 
ing five) assessors ; and one or more electors (not exceeding 
five) shall be chosen to constitute a board of relief. The 
assessors shall, in October in each year, publicly require 
from all taxable persons in their town, written or printed lists 
of the taxable property belonging to them on the first of 
said month, specifying the different kinds and value ; and 
said assessors, by viewing said property or otherwise, shall 
obtain such other information as may be necessary to amend, 
add to or fill up said lists. 

If any person shall not, on or before the 1st of Novem- 
ber, furnish said list, the assessor shall fill out a list for 
such person, at the present full, just value of the taxable 
property. 

When the lists have been so received or made by the 
assessor, they shall equalize the valuation of the property 
to be assessed, and make any other assessments omitted by 
mistake or required by law, make an abstract of the list and 
lodge it in the town clerk's office, on or before the 1st of 
December in each year; and the town clerk shall exhibit 
said lists and valuations to the inspection of every person 
liable to pay taxes. 

The board of relief shall meet in January in each year, 
having given public notice, in the town to which such 
board belongs, and hear appeals from the doings of the 
assessors ; and also equalize the valuations and assessment 
lists of said town ; and in doing so may increase or reduce 
the list of any person, but must give him notice to appear 
and show cause why the list should not be increased. 

The town clerk of each town, after sucli lists shall have 
been received, examined and corrected by the board of 
relief, shall, on or before the 1st of March, in each year, 
transmit an abstract of said lists to the comptroller. 

The cashiers of banks, and secretaries and clerks of insu- 
rance and other companies, shall inform the assessors of 
each town, at a stated time, of the names of the stockholders 
and amount of stock owned by each, and its market value ; 
also the names of any person in said town whose stock or 
bonds may be held by any such company as security for 
any loan, or as collateral to any indebtedness or liability, 
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the amount and description of such stock or bonds ; and if 
such owner shall transfer such stock, to evade taxation, he 
shall forfeit to the treasurer of the town a sum equal to one 
per cent of the ratable value of such stock. 

Eesident or non-resident owners of moneys in savings Moneys in 
banks exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, shall be taSover 
taxed for such excess, and shall be set down in list at *^'*'*''^^^- 
six per cent ; and in case of resident owners, the treasurers 
of the banks shall give annually the notice as in case of 
stocks; and the moneys aforesaid belonging to non-resi- 
dent owners, shall be taxed as other similar e^ate, and the 
amount of all county, town, and society taxes arising 
thereon, shall be, by the several collectors, paid to the trea- 
surer of the state. 

The treasurers of the several savings banks and savings sj^o™ 
and building associations shall annually on the 1st of July oAa^ngs 
or ten days thereafter, at a given time, deliver to the of assMi^ 
comptroller of public accounts, a sworn statement of the *'™*- 
total amount of all deposits and stocks in said institutions 
on that day ; and said savings an^ associations shall pay 
to the treasurer of the state, for its use, a sum equal to 
one-fourth of one per cent on the total amount of deposits 
and stock in said savings and associations on that day. 
And said savings banks shall also at same time pay to the 
said treasurer for use of state, a sum equal to three-six- Payment of 
teenths of oae per cent upon the total amount of deposits cent™ ^^' 
in said savings banks on that day which shall be in lieu amount of 
of all other taxes on such institutions, or deposits or stock deposits, 
therein after the time aforesaid ; provided, that it shall not 
be so construed as to exempt from taxation any real estate 
held by such savings banks and associations, over and 
above what may be required and used by such institutions 
for the transaction of its appropriate business. 

The cashiers of the several banks, and clerks or secre- statement 
taries of the several insurance companies established in «' b?ik8 
this state, the stock of which is now liable to be taxed, ranee com- 
shall, annually on the 1st of October, or within ten days p™'^*- 
thereafter, deliver to the comptroller of public accounts, a 
sworn statement of the total amount of the capital stock 
which has been paid in, and its market value, and shall at 
same time pay to the treasurer of the state for its use, a sum 
equal to one-eighth of one per cent of the value of such 
stock of their respective institutions now liable to be 
taxed; and if any of the above officers shall not comply 
with the above requisitions, such institutions shall forfeit 
one per cent on the total amount of such capital to the 
treasurer of the state for its use. 
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Banks, in- 
surance and 
bther com- 
panies to 
give a 
eworn list 
of non- 
resident 
stockiiold- 
ere. 



Payment of 
two-thirda 
of 1 per cent 
of tlie value 
of all the 
stock. 



Moneys, 
debts at 
interest, 
&c. set in 
list at 6 
per cent. 



When 

assessor 
shall add 
moneys, 
&c. to list. 
Appeal. 



Duties of 
board of 
relief in 
certain 
cases. 



The cashiers of banks, and the secretaries or clerks of 
insurance or other companies, shall annually on or before 
the 1st of October, deliver to the comptroller of public 
accounts a list, under oath, of all taxable non-residents, 
who were on said day stockholders in said banks and com- 
panies, with the number of the shares and market value, or 
amount of the taxable deposits belonging to each of such 
stockholders or depositors. 

The said officers shall annually on 1st of July, pay to 
the treasurer of this state a sum equal to two-thirds of one 
per cent of the value of all the stock of their respective 
institutions owned or held on said 1st of October by non- 
residents ; and each of said institutions shall have a lien 
on the stock of each non-resident stockholder for the 
reimbursement of such sum so required to be paid. 

All moneys and debts at interest evidenced by bonds, 
notes, or other written obligations of responsible persons, 
resident in this state, or elsewhere, except moneys lent to 
this state, all moneys at interest, secured by mortgage on 
real estate in this state or elsewhere, and all moneys 
invested in any stock of the United States or of either of 
the states, or in stocks issued or created by any city, town 
or other community, shall be valued and set in the list of 
the owner at six per cent. 

If owner omits listing such moneys and debts, the asses- 
sors shall add them to list at six per cent value, and give 
notice to such person, who may appeal to the board of 
relief, which, if it finds the person to be aggrieved, shall 
deduct such addition ; but if such person, having been 
notified, does not appeal, the doings of the assessors shall 
stand. 

A person owing a debt which has been set down in his 
list, but which is liable to be set in the list of the creditor, 
may apply to the board of relief, who shall deduct the debt 
from the debtor's list and add it to the creditor's if resident 
in the town ; if not, then board shall notify the board of 
relief of the creditor's town, who shall add it to creditor's 
list. So much of said debt as may be necessary to absorb 
the personal estate set in the list of such person, shall be 
deducted at the rate of six per cent, and the residue of said 
debt, if any, shall be taken from his list at the rate of three 
per cent. No such addition, however, shall be made by 
any board of relief to the list of any creditor without 
giving him notice to show cause why such addition should 
not be made, and also no deduction shall be made from the 
debtor's list, except from the list of real and personal estate' 
assessed and set in the list of such debtor. 
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Eeal estate of corporations over and above what is re- corporato 
quired and used by them for their appropriate business, over what 
shall be liable to be assessed and set in the list of the cor- asse^s^aea. 
poration in the town where such estate is situated, and shall 
be liable to taxation to the same extent as if owned by an 
individual. 

The penalty on persons for false lists is threefold the rate Penalty for 
per cent on their taxable property. If assessors shall omit omfaaion ' 
any taxable estate in their lists, by a certain time, the board ll^Si^y 
of relief, if estate is afterwards discovered, shall value it and board of 
set it in the list at threefold the rate per cent that the same ^^ ^ 
kind of property is rated, unless the owner can show it was 
omitted by mistake, in which case it shall be set in the list 
at the same rate as if it had not been omitted ; and when- 
ever a poll shall have been omitted, the said board shall set 
it in the list. 

The taxable property of non-residents shall be arranged in Non-resi- 
separate assessment lists, and valued by the assessors from plny^iSw 
the best informatioa to be obtained, with or without the ™'"'"i- 
written lists of the owners. 

The treasurer and comptroller shall constitute a board Board of 
of equalization, and shall meet annually in March and tSi^"^^ 
equalize and adjust the assessment list of the several articles 
of taxable property which compose the lists of the towns, 
by adding to or deducting from the list of any town, or 
any part thereof, such sum per cent as when compared with 
the valuations of other towns, will equalize the same ; and 
such lists shall then constitute the general list of the state. 

If the board shall add to or deduct from the list of any 
town, the comptroller shall, by a given time in each year, 
notify the town clerk, who shall add to or deduct from each 
separate list of said town such rate per cent on each article 
as shall have been increased or diminished. 

The assessment list in each town, as made and corrected ^It oftom 
by the assessors and board of relief, shall be the list on ^^j™«^™g 
which all county, town, society, school district and high- ^eUid. 
way taxes shall be laid. 

Merchants shall be liable to be assessed for the average ^f^^^^^ 
amount of goods kept on hand for sale during the year, assessed, 
with the addition of all debts due them from responsible 
persons, and any merchant may have a deduction from his 
list of all debts owing by him, whether such debts are due 
parties residing in this state or otherwise. 

Whenever the General Assembly shall grant a tax to be g?^®^**^ 
levied upon the inhabitants of the state, it shall be laid on general list, 
the general list completed according to law : and the trea- 
surer of the state, without further notice, shall issue his 
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•warrants to the collectors of such tax in each town in the 
state, commanding them to levy, collect and pay the same 
into the treasury of the state at the time appointed. 

The collectors of state taxes in each town shall collect 
such tax, and pay it to the said treasurer. 

Whenever any town or other community authorized to 
raise money by taxation, shall lay a tax, they shall appoint 
some proper person to be collector, and the selectmen of 
towns and committeemen of other communities, shall make 
out rate bills for the same, containing the proportion each 
person is bound to pay, according to the list made and 
completed, required by law ; and shall apply to some jus- 
warrant for tice of the pcace, who shall issue a warrant for collecting 
te" ofTown such tax, directed to the collector appointed to collect the 
ra^'^i- same ; and the said collectors shall collect and pay the same 
"«»• within the time limited by the town or community im- 

posing the same. 
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DELAWARE. 

Levy Court. 
Clerk of the Peace. 
Asseasors. 
Collectors. 

A general assessment of persons and personal property 
in each county shall stand and be acted on for four years ; 
and of real, for eight years. Annual assessments shall also 
be made of persons arriving at twenty-one years, or have 
come to reside in county, or have been omitted since as- 
sessment. 

The state is divided into three counties, and the coun- 
ties into twenty-six hundreds. 

The assessor in each hundred shall, in the year of a 
general assessment of real estate, take an account of land 
therein, specifying the acres belonging to each owner, 
whether improved or not, and assess the same. He can 
call on owner for the quantity thereof, and for same purpose 
on the office of records. 

He shall also take account of lots and houses in cities 
and villages, by whom held, and value ; and, if necessary, 
call on owner for the quantity, value and rents. 

He shall also assess all the taxable personal property in 
his hundred, and make a written statement thereof, showing 
the names of owners, different kinds of property, the value, 
amount of each owner's assessment, and amount ol assess- 
ment of the whole hundred. 
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If owner of property is unknown, he shall nevertheless 
value said property. 

Every owner or manager of taxable real or personal "°'- 
property shall give to assessor, if required, an account 
thereof in writing, with owner's name. If he gives a par- 
tial account to avoid tax, he shall be fined the full value 
of omitted property, if personal ; if real, forty dollars. He 
shall be fined also for any refusal or neglect in his account; 
and for removing property to avoid assessment, shall pay 
double the proper assessment. 

Each assessor shall return his assessment to the levy 
court in February of each year, and shall attend court. 

To enable the levy court to assess his property, he shall 
deliver to said court in February in the year of a general 
assessment of real and personal property, a statement 
thereof on oath. 

The levy court of each county is composed of commis- Levy court, 
sioners, varying in number in each county, elected by the 
counties. They meet three times a year. 

In November the court gives instructions to the asses- Dnties. 
sors, and in February values the property, real and personal, 
and determines the poll assessment of each assessor. 

At the same meeting the court may examine, correct, and ^^y correct 
may add to the assessments returned by the assessors ; and ments. 
may require any person omitted by assessor to appear 
and render a statement of his taxable property, and shall 
assess such property. 

It shall be the special duty of the court to see that the 
principle of assessing property at its true value be carried 
out by the assessor. 

The levy court in each county shall also sit as a court Levy court, 
of appeal in March of every year. appeal?' 

They have power, either on appeal or their own exami- 
nation, to add to or diminish any assessment, and correct 
the assessment list, and exercise a general supervision over 
the whole matter of assessment. 

They shall equalize all assessments according to right Also court 
and justice. tion. 

An assessment list shall not be called in question else- I'a decis- 
where than in the levy court; and the same, as it shall sive. 
stand in said court, shall be conclusive. 

The said court shall also apportion the road, poor and 
county taxes. 

It shall, in April in each year, issue a duplicate of the oouectora. 
assessment list with a warrant of collection, to the collector 
of each hundred (whom the court of each county appoints), 
who proceeds to collect the taxes. 
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The clerk of the peace in the respective counties shall 
dispense tavern and peddler licenses, and retailers of goods, 
wares and merchandise ; shall act as clerk to the leyy court, 
and shall post in some public place in- each hundrea in his 
county, the persons and their assessments of such hundred. 

He shall also furnish the auditor, in every year in which 
a general assessment of real or personal property is re- 
turned, two certified abstracts of such assessment for each 
hundred. 
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Any person making a return of taxable property shall 
state the number of slaves, acres of land, head of horses, 
asses, mules, neat cattle, swine, sheep, or other things pro- 
per to enumerate. 

Should the assessor have any doubt as to the correctness 
of such return, or any part of it, either as to number or 
value, he shall lay the same before the county commis- 
sioners of the county where the case may occur, and the 
commissioners shall appoint a commission of three persons 
to inquire into the correctness of said return and report to 
said commissioners under oath, and the valuation of said 
commission shall be taken as the true assessment in such 
cases. 

Whenever any person shall refuse to make his tax return 
to the tax assessor of any county, it shall be the duty of such 
assessor to report such refusal to the judge of probate of 
the county, who shall issue execution against the party 
for a sum not less than an amount which he may deem 
will fully cover the amount of taxes due the state and 
county by the party refusing to make such return. 

The assessor shall not receive any return of taxes except 
under oath, and in all cases when he has reason to suppose 
that in any return the property has been undervalued, he 
shall report the same to the county commissioners. 

It shall be their duty, before any tax books are received 
from any tax assessor, to require of said assessor an oath or 
affirmation that all the taxes on the regular list have been 
returned under oath, and that he believes that the said pro- 
perty has been returned at its true value, and that said 
returns embrace all the taxable property of the parties 
making the same within the limits of said county. 
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The board of county commissioners shall between 1st coJ^^ty'ax 
of January and 1st of March, in each year, levy a aounty andcoUeo- 
tax, which shall be appropriated to discharge the demands '"'■ 
on their respective counties, upon the same persons and 
species of property as are subject to state tax according to 
the assessment of that year, but the tax so levied shall not f 

exceed fifty per cent upon the amount of the state tax, aud 
the same shall be assessed and collected by the same per- 
sons in each county, and at the same time, and in the same 
manner that the taxes of the state are assessed and collected, 
and shall be paid into the hands of the county treasurer at 
the same time that the state taxes are required to be paid, 
and shall be, in all respects, under the same regulations 
and restrictions which by law are provided for the due 
assessment, collection and payment of the state tax, and 
the assessor and sheriff shall be allowed the same compen- 
sation for assessing and collecting the county tax, as for the 
state tax. 

The several incorporated towns in this state may, and Sea?*""" 
they are hereby authorized to levy and collect a tax for 
corporation purposes upon all the kinds of property and 
subjects of taxation recognized as subjects of state taxation ; 
provided, the tax so assessed and collected by the authority 
of any incorporation in this state shall not exceed fifty per 
centum upon the amount of the state tax: provided, 
however, that no city or incorporated town or county shall 
in any wise be prevented from levying a tax upon all such 
property or subjects of taxation as is not mentioned as 
taxable by this act. 

A board of county commissioners of each county shall, in Connty ^ 
September, in each year, hold at their respective county Bionensto 
seats, a special court or session to examine the list of in- venUiLr"' 
solvencies and overcharges that may be returned by the 
sheriffs of their respective counties and shall certify such 
allowance as may appear just and right to the comptroller 
of the treasury, who shall allow the same so certified to the 
sheriff in the settlement of his accounts; the said court or Board to 
board shall have power to grant relief to all such persons as S persons 
may have been overcharged or improperly taxed in any way agi"eved. 
or manner whatever. 

The sheriffs of the several counties of this state, shall be, l^v^^' '^ 
ex officio, collectors of the taxes in their respective counties coUectors. 
as well for county as state purposes, and shall, in addition 
to their official bond, give bond for the faithful performance 
of their duties; and from and after the 1st of October in ^^fl^^ 
each year, shall have power .to make distress and sale of J'^^''^""^^ 
goods and chattels, lands and tenements of all delinquents m"ade. 
3 
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who shall not have made payment of the taxes due for that 
year. » 

Notice of such sale shall be given by advertisement at 
the door of the court house of the proper county, and at 
least two other public places within the county, at least ten 
days previous to the day of sale, when the distress shall be 
of goods and chattels within the county ; and where the 
delinquent has no goods and chattels within the county, 
then tbe lands and tenements of said delinquent within the 
county may be sold by the sheriff, or so much thereof, as 
shall be suf&cient to pay and satisfy the amount of taxes 
due from such delinquent, together with all costs and 
charges arising thereon. 
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GEORGIA. 

The Governor. 

Comptroller-General. 

Treasurer. 

Receiver for each County. 

The receiver of the tax returns in each county shall re- 
ceive all returns to him on the oath of the persons making 
them, and at such valuation as they may affix; and if such 
persons fail to make* return, or affix a value, the receiver 
shall make such valuation, and assess the tax ; and in cases 
where no return is made, or no valuation made by the per- 
son returning, he shall assess a double tax. 

All persons shall in their account, give every tract of 
land, its acres, locality and quality, and the aggregate 
value, including the value of the buildings,' machinery, toll 
bridges or ferries on the same ; also a classification of the 
taxable personal estate, specifying the number of slaves 
and value ; and aggregate of all other chattels, moneys and 
solvent debts, due or to become due. 

The receiver shall enter the above taxables in a book or 
digest, with the appraised value thereof, and return one 
copy to the comptroller-general; one to the clerk of the 
inferior court, and one to the tax collector. 

In the digest shall be made out an abstract, stating each 
subject of taxation ; the amount of aggregate value of each, 
the number of acres of land, number of slaves, polls, free 
persons of color, professions, dentists, and daguerreian 
artists. 

The comptroller-general shall examine and correct said 
digest ; shall ascertain the aggregate amount of each, and 
all the digests and report same to the governor, who, with 
Bate of tax. the Comptroller, shall assess such a rate per cent, not exceed- 
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ing one-twelfth of one per cent, on tlie entire amount, as 
will raise an amount of revenue corresponding to the wants 
of the state, and notify the several tax collectors through- Taxcoi- 
out the state of the rate per cent so imposed, and the amount 
to be collected by each, in each county. 

The amount so required to be assessed and collected shall 
not exceed the sum of three hundred and seventy-five thou- 
sand dollars annually. 

The comptroller-general and treasurer, after the return oomptroi- 
of taxes has been made by the tax receivers of the counties, in'/rreaen. 
shall make an estimate of the sum total of taxes raised, '^'■ 
according to the per cent assessed ; and if it should appear 
that the sum total would exceed the amount of taxes re- 
qiuired to be raised, then the comptroller-general shall 
direct the tax collectors to make such deduction, in an equal 7^^^^' 
ratio, on everything taxed according to value, as will reduce 
the sum total of taxes as nearly to the amount to be raised 
as is practicable ; the comptroller specifying the per cent 
reduction necessary to be made. 



ILLINOIS. 

Auditor of Public Accounts. Tax offlcors. 

Board of Review (oompoaed of the Town Assessors, Town Clerk, and 

Supervisor). 
County Court. 
County Clerk. 

Board of Supervisors of County. 
Clerk of Board of Supervisors. 
Town Assessor. 
Town Clerk. 
County Treasurer, ex officio, Collector. 

The definitions of " real property " and " land," " invest- 
ment in stocks and bonds," "personal property, moneys 
and credits," are similar to those of Ohio. 

Every person of full age and sound mind, not a married ll^^i^^^^ 
woman, shall list the real property he owns, in the district 
he resides in ; the personal property he owns, all moneys 
in his possession, moneys invested, loaned or otherwise 
controlled by him as agent or attorney, or on account of 
any other person or persons, company or corporation what- 
soever, and all moneys deposited subject to his order, check 
or draft, and credits due from or owing by any person, 
body corporate or politic, whether in or out of such county. 

The property of every ward shall be listed by his guar- 
dian ; of every minor child, idiot or lunatic, having no other 
guardian, by his father, if living, if not, by his mother, if 
living ; and if neither father nor mother be living, by the 
person having such property in charge ; of every wife, by 
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her husband, if of sound mind, if not, by herself ; of every 
person for whose benefit property is held in trust, by the 
trustee ; of the estate of a deceased person, by the executor 
or administrator; of corporations whose assets are in the 
hands of receivers, by such receivers ; of every company, 
firm, body politic or corporate, by the president or princi- 
pal accounting ofiicer, partner or agent thereof. 
Persona Every person required to list property in behalf of others, 

pertjfn'"' shall list it in the same county, town or district, in. which 
others "hall ^^ would be required to list it if such property were his 
listitsepa- own : but he shall list it separately from his own, specify- 

ratefrom . .' , , ^ c ii .. ^ 

hiB own. ing in each case the name oi the penson, estate, company 
or corporation to whom it belongs. Eeal property shall be 
property listed in the county, town or district where it belongs. ; per- 
liBted. sonal property, money and credits, except such as are 
required to be listed otherwise, shall Idc listed in the county, 
town or district where the owner resides; the property of 
banks or bankers, brokers, stock jobbei's, insurance or other 
companies, merchants and manufacturers, shall be listed in 
the county, town or district where their business is usually 
ProTiBo. done ; provided, that in the counties of the military tract, 
owners of real estate shall not be compelled to return the 
same if they desire it to go to sale, and so inform the 
assessor. 
Exempted Property held under a lease exceeding ten years, belong- 
fiste" ^ ing to the state, or any religious, scientific or benevolent 
society or institution, whether incorporated or unincorpo- 
rated, and school and ministerial lands, shall be considered, 
for all purposes of taxation, as the property of the person 
holding the same, and shall be listed as such, by such per- 
son or his agent, as in other cases. 
Bta?ime*nt ^iich pcrson required to list property, shall deliver a 
of personal signed and certified statement of all the personal propertv, 

property re-° t^- , .-in ' ■, . V ^ •'■,' 

quired. moneys, credits, investments in banks, stocks, joint stock 
companies, or otherwise, in his possession or control, either 
as owner or holder, or that he holds in a representative 
character. Personal property shall be listed with reference 
to the quantity on hand and owned on first of May in the 
year for which the property is required to be listed. 
Sshaii" ^"^'^ statement shall set forth the number of horses, neat 
contain. cattle, mules and asses, sheep, hogs, and respective value ; 
every carriage and wagon of whatever kind and value; 
every watch, clock and piano, and respective value ; the 
value of the goods and merchandise which such person is 
required to list as a merchant, or banker, or broker, or 
stock-jobber; the value of materials and manufactured 
articles which such person is required to list as a manu- 
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facturer ; the value of moneys and credits required to be 
listed ; the value of moneys invested in bonds, stocks, joint, 
stock companies, or otherwise, which such persons is re- 
quired to list; the total value of all other personal property, 
including household furniture ; provided, that the value of 
such property shall be determined by the assessor. 

If any person refuses to list, or give a false and fraudu- Befusaito 
lent list, the assessor shall assess ti:ie person's property at false and 
double its value ; and if assessor neglects or refuses to do so, ust!*"^'*"' 
he shall forfeit fifty dollars. . 

If the assessor deems property-has been valued at less 
than true value, he shall raise it to its true value and notify 
the owner. 

Every merchant when he delivers to the assessor a state- statement 
ment of his other personal property, shall state the value of °' '°^"i^°t 
such property appertaining to his business as a merchant ; 
and in estimating the value thereof he shall take as the cri- Estimate of 
terion the average value of all such articles of personal ™hatwaT. 
property which he shall have had from time to time in his 
possession or control during th"e year next previous to the 
time of making such statement, or if he has been in busi- 
ness during a less time then during the time he has been 
so engaged ; and the average shall be made up by taking 
the amount in value on hand as nearly as may be, in each 
month of the next preceding year in which the person 
making such statement shall have been in business, adding 
together such amount and dividing the aggregate amount 
thereof by the number of months that the person making 
the statement may. have been in business during the pre- 
ceding year; provided, that no consignee shall be-required _ 

to list ibr taxation the value of any property, the product signee, 
of this state consigned to him for sale, or otherwise, from 
any place within the state ; nor the value of any property 
consigned to him from any other place for the sole purpose 
of being stored and forwarded; provided, he shall in either 
case have no interest in such property, or in any profits to 
be derived from its sale ; and the word person, as used in 
this and succeeding sections, shall be held to mean and 
include firm, company and corporation. 

The manufacturer shall also with his statement include ^**'f'°!,°' 

__ , - fJL IllctllU.' 

the average value, estimated as above, of all articles pur- facturer. 
chased or otherwise held to be used in his business, of 
manufacturing, rectifying, combining, &c., which he shall 
have had on hand during the year next previous to the 
time of making such statement, or if not so long, then 
during the time he was engaged in business: provided, Proviso, 
that from the value of property the product of this sUte, 
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the merchant or manufacturer listing the same shall be 
entitled to deduct the amount owing by him for such pro- 
peity and for moneys invested therein; and provided, 
further, that from the value of property, the product or 
stock of this state, the farmer or dealer listing the same 
shall be entitled to deduct the amount owing by him for 
such property, or for moneys invested therein. 

Every owner of a manufacturing establishment of any 
kind, and every manufacturer, shall list as a part of his 
manufacturer's stock the value of all engines and machinery 
of every description, used or designed to be used in any 
process of refining or manufacturing (except such fixtures 
as shall have been considered as part of any parcels of real 
property), including all tools and implements of every kind 
used or designed to be used for the aforesaid purposes. 

Every banker, broker, or stock-jobber shall, in his state- 
ment to the assessor of his other taxable personal property, 
also include the average value (estimated as provided above) 
of all moneys, notes, bills _^of exchange, bonds, stocks or 
other property appertaining' to his business, which he shall 
have had from time to time in his possession or control 
during the year next previous to the time of making such 
statement, if he shall have been so long engaged in such 
business ; if not, then during the time he shall have been 
so engaged. 

When a person shall commence merchandising in any 
county after the 1st day of May in any year, the average 
value of whose personal property employed in merchandis- 
ing shall not have been previously entered in the assessor's 
list for taxation in said county, said person shall report to 
the clerk of the county, who shall enter the same upon the 
tax list, the probable average value of the personal property 
intended to be employed hy him in merchandising until 
the 1st of May thereafter ; and shall pay to the collector of 
such county a sum which shall bear the same proportion 
to the levy for all purposes on the average value so em- 
ployed as the time from the day on which he shall commence 
merchandising, as aforesaid, to the 1st of May next suc- 
ceeding shall bear to one year; provided, that if the person 
so listing his merchant's capital shall present a bona fde 
receipt from the collector of any county in which such 
merchant's capital had been previously listed and taxed for 
the amount of the taxes assessed, and by him paid on the 
same capital for the same year; in that case it shall be a 
receipt from paying taxes again on such capital ; provided, 
further, that if the tax list had been delivered to the col- 
lector before the receipt of such ireport, it shall be the duty 
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of the clerk, within ten days after receiving any such report, 
to charge the same to the collector, and notify him of the 
amount so charged, who shall collect and pay over said* 
amount in like manner as near as may be, as if it had been 
regularly entered on the tax list. 

Any person dealing in stocks, or in buying or selling ^*?^*"^ 
bills of exchange, checks, drafts, bank or promissory notes, to make 
or other kind of writing obligatory, after the 1st of May in report?"*^ 
any year, the average value of whose personal property 
employed in such business shall not have been previously 
entered on the assessor's list for taxation in said county, 
shall report to the county clerk of the county the probable 
average value of the property intended to be employed by 
him in such business untilgthe 1st of May thereafter; which 
amount shall be entered on the tax list, and the taxes col- 
lected as ill other cases. 

Any person commencing or engaging in merchandising. Penalty for 
banking, in brokerage or stock- jobbing, and shall not within re^Jt.'" 
one month thereafter list hLs property, shall forfeit, in addi- 
tion to the taxes authorized by law, a tax of two per cent 
on the value of the personal property so employed by him, 
for the use of the county, to be collected in like manner as 
other taxes, said value to be ascertained, as near as may be, 
by the assessor, or, if he has made returns of the assessment 
list, then by the clerk. 

The president and' cashier of every bank or banking Listing of 
company incorporated by the laws of this state, and having EIXn| " 
the right to issue bills for circulation as money, shall make "ndro^fr 
out and return to the bank commissioners in May, annually, rations. 
a written statement of the average amount of notes and bills 
discounted or purchased by such bank or company, which 
amount shall include all the loans or discounts of such bank 
or company, whether originally made or renewed during 
the year next preceding the 1st of May aforesaid, or at any 
time previous, whether made on bills of exchange, notes, 
bonds, mortgages, or any other evidence of indebtedness, 
at their actual value in money, whether due previous to, 
during or after the period aforesaid, and on which such 
bank or company has at any time reserved or received, or 
is entitled to receive, any profit or other consideration 
whatever, either in the shape of interest, discount, exchange, 
or otherwise. Stocks deposited with the state treasurer, 
shall be valued at the rate at which they are deposited. The 
bank commissioners shall proceed to ascertain the amount 
of the property valued in accordance with the provisions 
of this act, and make return thereof to the auditor, who 
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shall report the same to the clerk of the proper county, and 
said clerk shall enter the same on the tax list for taxation. 
• To ascertain the amount of the notes and bills discounted 
and purchased, and all other taxnble effects or dues of every 
dasciiption of such bank or banking company, there shall 
be taken as a criterion the average amount of the aforesaid 
items for each month during the year next previous to the 
time of making sucli statement, if such bank or company 
shall have been so long engaged in business, and if not, 
then during such time as such bank or company shall have 
been engaged in business; and the average shall be made 
by Jtddiiig together the amount so found belonging to such 
bank or company in each month said bank or company 
was so engaged in business, and, dividing the same by the 
number of months said bank or company was thus engaged 
in business. 

The president, secretary or principal accounting officer 
of every railroad, turnpike, plank road, insurance, tele- 
graph, or other joint stock company, except corporations 
where taxation is specifically provided for by law, for 
whatever purpose they may have been created, whether 
incorporated by any law of this state or not, shall list for 
taxation at its actual v;ilue, its real and personal property, 
moneys and credits within this state in the manner follow- 
ing: 

In all cases return shall be made to the assessor of each 
of the respective counties where such property may be sit- 
uated, together with a statement of the amount of said pro- 
perty situated in each county, town, citj' or ward tiierein. 

The value of all movable property shall be added to the 
fixed property and real estate, and apportioned to such wards, 
towns, cities and counties, pro rata in proportion to the 
value of the real estate and fixed property in said places. 
The capital stock of bridge companies shall be assessed in 
the town where their principal office is located. 

If the county assessor to whom returns are made, is of 
opinion that false or incorrect valuations have been made 
or that the property of the corporation or assf)ciati(in has 
not been listed at its true value, or in tlie location where it 
properly belongs, or in cases where no return has been 
made to the county assessor, he is hereby required to pro 
ceed to have the same valued and assessed in the same 
manner as the county assessors pursue in cases of refusal or 
neglect to list property ; ()rovided, that every agency of an 
insurance company incorporated by any other state or gov- 
ernment, shall return to the assessor of the county, of the 
cfiice or agency, in May, annually, the gross receipts of 
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such agency, which shall be entered on the tax list of the 
proper county, and subject to the same rate of taxation for 
all purposes tiiat other personal property is subject to, at • 
the place where located. 

All property, except real, shall be assessed annually ; ?r1y aSa- 
real property shall be assessed every two years. ed every 

A1111 ii 1, II "^ I two yeiirs. 

All lands and town lots owned by any person, and not Non-resi- 
situated in the town where such owner rnay reside, shall be Sot"*' 
taxed as non-resident, and assessed in the town where the 
same shall lie. 

Every assessor shall, before he enters upon his duties, -Assessor'B 
swear to the faithful performance of his duties. 

If any person elected to the office of county treasurer if treasnrer 
shall fail to give bond as collector, or neglect or refuse to boid'or^'^* 
take tlie required oath, his office shall be considered vacant, **''^ "*"'• 
and the board of supervisors shall be immediately called 
together by the county clerk, and shall forthwith fill such 
vacancy by the appointment of some suitable person, who 
sh;ill qualify and discharge the duties of such treasurer and 
collector, in like manner as if he had been regularly elected 
to said office, until one is elected and qualified. 

The assessor shall, between the first days of May and ^50" "■ 
July, after being furnished with the necessary blanks, pro- list, 
ceed to take a list of the taxable property in his town and 
assess the value, as follows 

He shall call at the office, or residence of each person Mode of 
required to list, and shall require him to make a correct *'^®*'°'™ • 
statement of his taxable property, and the assessor or the 
one listing shall enter a true and correct statement of such 
property and value in a printed or written blank prepared 
for that purpose; which statement after being filled out, 
shall be signed by the one listing and delivered to the 
assessor. 

If the person required to list shall be sick or absent when shonid 
the assessor calls, the latter shall leave a notice at his office S'or''* 
or residence to leave at the usual place of collecting taxes absent, 
in that precinct, or at the assessor's office, on or before 
some convenient day named, a statement of the property 
he is required to list, and shall leave with the notice a blank 
for such statement. The date of leaving notice, and name 
of the person listing, shall be noted by the assessor in a 
book for that purpose ; and if any such person shall neglect 
or refuse the statement, the assessor shall make the assess- 
ment. 

Assessors and deputy assessors, justices of the peace, and °^J;^^^Y'" 
clei-ks of the county courts, are empowered to administer miniater. 
any oath relating to the assessment of property. 
4 
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Should any person refuse to the assessor the required 
statement of his personal property, moneys and credits, the 
assessor shall proceed to ascertain the number of each 
description of the several articles of taxable personal pro- 
perty and value ; the value of the taxable personal pro- 
perty other than enumerated articles, and value of the 
moneys and credits of which a statement shall have been 
withheld as aforesaid, as the case may require; and to 
enable him so to do, he is authorized to examine on oath 
any person whom he may suppose to have knowledge of 
the amount or value of the personal property, moneys or 
credits, which the person so refusing was required to list. 

If any person required by the assessor to give evidence 
shall refuse to be sworn, or, sworn answer as to the sub- 
ject of inquiry, any justice of the peace of the town or dis- 
trict shall, on application of the assessor, summon such 
person to appear and answer theasses.sor on oath, touching 
the amount and value of the personal property, moneys 
and credits, the person required to list on oath has refused 
to list, and the justice shall enter judgment for the fees of 
the officers executing the summon, and his own cost in 
favor of the state against the person refusing the statement, 
and proceed to collect and pay over the same as in civil 
cases. 

On the last Saturday in June, the assessor, town clerk 
and supervisor shall attend at the office of the town clerk 
to review the assessment list ; and on application of any per- 
son deeming himself aggrieved, they shall review the assess- 
ment, and when the person objecting thereto, shall make 
an affidavit that the value of his personal estate does not 
exceed a certain sum specified in such affidavit, the asses- 
sor shall reduce the assessment to the sum specified in such 
affidavit, and if he or any other one objects to the valua- 
tion put upon any of their real estate, the board shall hear 
the objections, and may reduce the same, if a majority of 
the board think it advisable, and in such case the assessor 
shall correct his list. 

Each town assessor shall on or before the 1st of July, 
annually, make out and deliver to the clerk of his county 
in tabular form and alphabetical order, the names of the 
several persons, companies or corporations in whose names 
any personal property, moneys or credits shall have been 
listed in his county, and separately in appropriate columns, 
opposite each name, the number and value of all articles 
of personal property enumerated in this act, the value of 
all non-enumerated articles of personal property other than 
the stock of merchants and manufecturerS, the value of 
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their stock and Talue of the moneys and credits listed by 
said persons. If any person is assessed on property which 
he believes is not properly and legally liable to taxation, 
he may apply to the board of supervisors at their annual 
meeting, for an abatement of such assessment, and said ousse^s-"' 
board shall hear and determine the matter; but if the said ■"«"'• 
board shall decide that any such property is not liable to 
taxation, and the question as to the liability of such pro- 
perty to taxation has not been previously settled, the de- 
cision of said board shall not be final, unless approved by 
the auditor of public accounts, and the clerk of said board j^^ ^^^^ 
in all such cases shall make out and forward to the auditor case dtate- 
a full and complete statement of all the facts in the case. Set's to 
If the auditor is satisfied that such property is not legally p"*iicaS' 
liable to taxation, he shall notify the clerk of his approval counts, 
of the decision of the board, and the clerk shall correct the •^ppf"™!™ 

1 • 1 -r» • t> ^ T 11* 1 What case, 

assessment accoramgly. But if the auditor believes that Anaitorof 
the board has erred in deciding that such property was not ^g^if^'*"^ °^ 
liable to taxation at the time of making the assessment, he 
shall advise the clerk of his objections to the decision of objections 
the board, and give notice to said clerk that he will apply to decision 
to the supreme court at the next term, for an order to set ^^^t'^ee^ 
aside and reverse the decision of the board of supervisors. I"^.**'^ 
On the receipt of such notice, the clerk shall notify the ap- 
plicant; and the auditor shall file in the supreme court a supreme 
certified statement of the facts certified by the clerk as hearmatter. 
aforesaid, with his objections thereto, and the court shall 
hear and determine the matter, as the right of the case may 
be. 

Each town assessor shall, at the time he is required to ^^}''^^^°l 
make his return of taxable property to the county clerk, of persons 
also deliver to him all the statements of property he shall with°retum 
have received from persons required to list the same, ar- pJo^f^y* 
ranged in alphabetical order, and the clerk shall carefully, 
file and preserve the same for one year thereafter. 

Each town assessor shall take and subscribe an oath, -^'A^^'P/'^ 
which shall be certified by the magistrate or clerk adminis- edto return, 
tering the same, and attached to the return he is required 
to make to the county, that the value of the personal pro- 
perty, moneys and credits required to be listed for taxa- 
tion by him, is truly returned and set forth in the annexed 
list, and that he has diligently endeavored to ascertain the 
true amount and value of all taxable property, moneys and 
credits ; and that he believes the full value thereof estima- 
ted by the rules prescribed in the act is set forth in the list 
aforesaid ; that in no case has he knowingly omitted to 
assess ahy property which he is required by law to assess, 



28 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS— ILLINOIS. 



In case of 
inability of 
asse^suL' to 
ascertain 
value of 
property. 



AssBSor to 
deliver ab- 
stract to 
clerk. 



Aseessor to 
make list. 



Statement 
and return. 



Assessor's 
oath on 
return. 



nor has he in any way connived at any violation or evasion 
of any of the requirements of law in relation to the listing 
or valuation of property, moneys or credits of any kind for 
taxation. 

In all cases where the town assessors are required to 
assess the personal property, moneys and credits of any 
taxable person, from the failure by r^usal or neglect, sick- 
ness or absence of such parson to deliver the statements of 
such property to the assessors, if said assessor shall not be 
able to obtain positive evidence of the amount and value of 
such property, they shall return what they believe, from 
general reputation and their own knowledge of facts and 
circumstances, to be the full amount and value of such pro- 
perty. 

The assessor, or some one employed by him, shall add 
up the several columns containing the number and value 
of each article of property enumerated; the value of un- 
enumerated articles; the value of each of the other items 
of property enumerated in the statement required from the 
person required to list property (the number of horses, 
cattle, pianos, watches, wagons, &c.), and the total value 
thereof, and shall make out and deliver to the county clerk, 
with the assessment list, an abstract of the several footings 
on each page, showing separately the aggregate number and 
value of each enumerated article of property, and value of 
each kind of all other property assessed. The correctness 
of such abstract shall be verified by the oath of the assessor 
or person who shall have made such additions. 

Each assessor, on being furnished with the required list 
and blanks, shall, from actual view, or best sources of in- 
formation, determine, as nearly as practicable, the true value 
of each separate parcel of real property in his town, accord- 
ing to the rules prescribed for valuing real property, and 
such value shall be noted opposite each parcel of real pro- 
perty, in a column for that purpose, and he shall note 
opposite each tract not listed by a resident of the town the 
letter " N, " denoting non-resident. 

The assessor shall add up the valuation of the real pro- 
perty, and set down in figures on each page the total value 
of the property listed thereon, and shall make out a state- 
ment showing the aggregate value of town lots. The 
assessor shall complete the assessment and make return 
thereof to the clerk of the county court, on or before the 
first Monday in July, annually. 

Each assessor shall take and subscribe an oath, which 
shall be certified by the magistrate or clerk administering 
the same, and attached to the return he is required to- make 
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to the county clerk, that the return contains a correct de- 
scription of each parcel of taxable real property in his town 
so far as he has been enabled to ascertain it, and that the 
value attached to each parcel in said return is, as he verily 
believes the full value thereof, estimated agreeably to the 
rules prescribed for that purpose, and that the aggregate 
value as set forth in the statement returned herewith, is 
true and correct, as he verily believes. 

The county clerk, on the receipt of the several assess- ?'"1^^ 
ment rolls, shall com,pare the same with the list of taxable wd of 
land on file in his office, correcting all errors he may dis- ^if^^opy" 
cover, and add to the roll of the proper town the name of ""'^t. 
the purchaser, and description of all such lands omitted by 
the assessor liable to taxation. He shall then make a fair 
copy of the several assessment rolls, which copy, together 
•with the original, shall be laid before the board of super- 
visors at their annual meeting in each year. Any refusal 
or neglect of the assessor in the performance of his duties 
shall subject him to a fine of fifty dollars, and damages 
sustained by such neglect or refusal. 

The board of supervisors of each county in the state, at Board to 
their annual meeting, shall examine the assessment rolls of assessmon* 
the several towns in their county, to ascertain the aggregate ''^'' 
valuation of property in each town ; and they shall assess 
the value of all such lands and lots as have been omitted 
by the assessor and listed by the clerk, and cause the same 
to be placed opposite the description of said lands in a col- 
umn prepared for that purpose. 

They shall, at their annual meeting, fix a certain rate Board to 
upon the one hundred dollars to be levied upon the taxa- 
ble property, both real and personal, in their respective 
counties for county purposes, and enter it on their record, 
and enter at the same time the amount to be collected for 
town purposes. The clerk of the county court shall com- 
pare the copy made by him with the original assessment 
roll, and, when so compared and corrected, he shall cause 
the taxes to be extended on said copy, and cause to be in- 
dorsed on the original assessment roll the amount per cent 
levied on each one hundred dollars' worth of property as 
taxed thereon, which original roll shall remain in the county 
clerk's office until the month of March next thereafter. The 
town clerks shall call on the county clerk during March in 
every year for the original assessment rolls of the previous 
year, of their respective towns, which rolls they shall file 
m their respective offices for the use of the town. 

The county clerk shall cause to be estimated and set 2^f^a\° 
down in a separate column, in the copied assessment roll, tax. 
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opposite the several sums set down as the valuation of real 
and personal estate, the respective sums, in dollars and 
cents, respecting the fractions of a cent to be paid as tax 
thereon. 

•The county clerks shall cause the copied and corrected 
assessment roll of each town or district in their respective 
counties, with the taxes extended thereon, to be delivered 
to the collector of such town or district on or before the 
15th of November in each year. 

To each assessment roll a warrant under the hand of the 
county clerk, and seal of the county court, shall be annexed, 
commanding the collector to collect from the several per- 
sons named in the assessment roll the several sums men 
tioned in the last column of such roll opposite their re 
spective names. The warrant shall direct the collector, 
out of the moneys to be collected, after deducting his com 
pensation, to pay over to the commissioners of highways 
the tax collected for the support of highways and bridges 
and to the supervisor of the town all other moneys collect- 
ed therein, to defray any other town expenses, to the town 
ship treasurer the school fund tax, and to the county treas 
urer the state and county tax collected by him. The coun 
ty treasurer shall pay over to the proper officers the amount 
of the tax collected by him on the delinquent real estate. 

In all cases, the warrant shall authorize the collector, 
should any person named in such roll neglect or refuse to 
pay his tax, to levy the same by distress and sale of the 
goods and chattels of such person ; and it shall require ail 
payments therein specified to be made by such collector on 
or before the fifteenth of February next ensuing. 

Before the delivery of the tax books to the collectors the 
clerk shall notify the county treasurer that said books are 
completed, and .shall furnish such treasurer with a state- 
ment, setting forth the name of each collector, the amount 
of money to be collected and paid over for e.ich purpose 
for which the tax is levied in each of the several towns. 
The treasurer shall compare said statement with the foot- 
ings on the tax books. 

On the last Saturday in April in each year, the assessors 
of the several towns shall meet at the office of the county 
clerk for instruction and advice in their duties. They shall 
agree on a basis on which the property in the several towns 
shall be assessed. The county clerk shall consult with and 
advise said assessors as to the true basis of valuing proper- 
ty ; he shall furnish them with such blank circulars, &c., 
as they may be entitled to, and shall give such instruction 
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and advice as may be necessary to enable them to make 
their assessments and returns correctly. 

In every neglect or refusal of every tax officer to do his Neglect of 
duty, he shall be liable individually and on his official bond offlcerJ. 
for double the amount of the loss or damage, to be re- 
covered in an action of debt, in any court having jurisdic- 
tion of the amount thereof, and may be removed from his 
office at the discretion of such court. 

On the 1st of May in each j^ear, or as soon thereafter Land offloe 
as practicable, the auditor shall obtain from the several **""»<=*»• 
land offices in this state, abstracts of the lands entered and 
located, and not previously obtained, and shall, when 
necessary, obtain from the canal office, abstracts of the 
canal bonds sold. On the receipt of said abstracts, the 
auditor shall cause them to be transcribed into the tract ' 

books in his office, and shall cause abstracts of the lands in 
each county to be made out and forwarded by mail to the 
county clerks of the several counties ; and said clerks shall 
cause such abstracts to be transcribed into the tract book, 
and filed in their office. 

The clerk of the county court shall, every two years, ciorkto 
cause to be delivered to the assessor of each town a book, orreai'^ 
ruled and headed, containing a list of the real estate in aaa^BBor. 
numerical order, with blank columns for the use of the as- 
sessor. The clerk, in making out said list, shall take as 
his guide, the assessment list of the previous year, and the 
list of subsequent conveyances ; provided, that the list of 
lands reported in the annual abstract shall be furnished to 
the assessor within five days from and after the time such 
abstract is received from the auditor's office. 

Every person owning or holding real property on 1st ?7^''■^?° 
day of April, including all such property purchased on liaWe'for 
that day, shall be liable for the taxes thereon, for that year ; "^^ "<■>■»"• 
and if any person shall sell and convey any real property 
on or before the 1st day of April next after the listing of 
such real property, he shall, when he lists his personal pro- 
perty for the year next after the listing of said real pro- 
perty, deliver to the assessor a statement setting forth the 
description of the property sold and conveyed, and the 
name of the purchaser, and he shall list all real property 
purchased by him during the said time ; and the assessor 
shall make return thereof to the county clerk, who shall 
make the proper changes in the tax books. Eeal property 
shall, in all cases, be liable for the taxes thereon. 

The clerk of the county court shall, annually, on the last ciertto 
Saturday in April, furnish the assessor of each town with a i"e6Mr 
book ruled and headed for the abstract of the assessment ""^^ »'>- 
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of personal property, and shall, at the proper time, furnish 
such assessor with a list of the real estate that may have 
become taxable subsequent to the regular assessment of 
real estate ; all property, except real property, shall be 
assessed annually; real property shall be assessed biennially, 
provided, that real property becoming taxable after the 
regular assessment of real property, or that may have been 
omitted, shall be assessed for the current year at the same 
time that the personal property is assessed, in the year that 
the real property is not regularly assessed, and such pro- 
perty shall be re-assessed the next succeeding year, with the 
regular assessment of real property. 

The auditor of public accounts shall make out and for- 
ward to the clerk of the county court of the several coun- 
ties, for the use of such clerks and other officers, suitable 
forms and instructions to carry this act into effect, which 
shall be strictly complied with. The auditor shall also 
give his opinion and advice on all questions of doubt as to 
the true intent and meaning of this act. 

If the assessor should discover any real property subject 
to taxation which has not been returned to him by the 
clerk, he shall assess such property and enter the same on 
the assessment list; and if, upon the return of such list to 
the clerk, it shall appear that any such real property has 
not been returned by the auditor, the clerk shall advise 
him of the facts, describing the property so returned by 
the assessor, and the auditor shall ascertain the true condi- 
tion of such real property and advise the clerk thereof, who 
shall correct the records in his office in accordance with 
the facts in the case. 

The clerk, before delivering the list of real property to 
the assessor, shall cause such list to be carefully compared 
with the lists of taxable real property on file in his office, 
and if it shall appear that any such property was omitted 
in the former assessment list, he shall correct the list de- 
signed for the assessor, so that said list may contain a full 
and complete abstracJt of all the taxable real property in 
the several towns. 

Every collector, upon receiving the tax list and warrant 
shall proceed to collect the taxes therein mentioned, and, 
for that purpose, shall call, at least once, on the person 
taxed, or at his or her place of residence, if in the town or 
district for which such collector has been chosen, and shall 
demand payment of the taxes charged to him on his pro- 
perty. 

If any person shall refuse or neglect to pay the tax im- 
posed on nim, the collector shall levy the same by distress 
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and sale of tlie goods and chattels of the person who ought 
to pay the same. ( 

Tiie collector shall give public notice of the time and Notice of 
place of sale, and of the property to be sold, at least six 
days previous to the sale, by advertisement, to be pasted 
up in at least three public places in the town where such 
sale is to be made. The sale shall be by public auction. * 
If the collector neglects or refuses to pay over the moneys, 
for taxes, he has collected, the county treasurer shall issue 
his warrant to the sheriff of the county to collect such 
moneys of the goods and chattels of such collector. 

The treasurer of each county shall be the county collector, p™°*^„ 
and his refusal to qualify and act as such shall vacate his couoctor. 
office as treasurer. 

On the first Monday of 'ISTovember, annually, or as soon Tax lists 
thereafter as the collector shall be qualified, the clerk shall goJIgotOT *" 
deliver tiie tax lists or books to said collector, and shall 
take from him duplicate receipts, setting forth the amount 
of state, county, and special tax charged for said year; one 
of which shall be forwarded to and filed in the office of 
the county treasurer, and the other in the office of the 
county clerk ; all taxes shall be considered due from and 
after the time the tax books are required to be delivered 
to the collector. 

The clerk shall compute the amount of taxes due on each cierk to 
tract or parcel of land, on each town lot or block, and on tax!^" ^ 
each person's personal property, placing the amount of sucti 
tax in the proper columns, opposite the value thereof, in 
all cases rejecting the fractions of cents, and shall add up 
the figures showing the amount of such tax in the proper 
columns ; and the aggregate amount, in each column, shall 
be noted on each page. Said clerk shall test the accuracy 
of such additions, by computing the amount of tax on the 
aggregate value of property, on each page, that he may be 
certain that the tax has been correctly extended and added. 

In all cases when any real property shall be forfeited to Backtas 
the state for taxes, the clerk, when he is making up the 
amount of tax due on such real property for the cui-rent 
year, shall add the amount of back tax and fees remaining 
due on such real property, with ten per cent interest there- 
on, to the tax of the current year, and the aggregate amount 
so added together shall be collected in like manner as the 
tax on other real property for that year may be collected. 

The clerk shall, annually, make out, for the use of the 
town collector, correct lists of the property assessed to resi- 
dents, which lists shall set forth, in alphabetical order, the 
names of the persons owing tax on personal property in 
5 
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each collector's district, the aggregate value of such pro- 
perty assessed to each person, and the amount of tax due 
thereon, and such other facts as may be required by the 
forms and instructions provided for by this act; he sliall 
make out the abstracts of real property, in numerical order, 
which shall show the name of the person to whom each 
tract or lot is assessed, the value of each tract or lot, and 
the amount of taxes thereon ; which list shall be made out 
in strict conformity with the forms and instructions fur- 
nished by the auditor. He shall also make out, in like 
manner, for the county collector, abstracts of the real pro- 
perty listed as non-resident property. Wlien the books or 
lists for the collector are completed, the clerk shall make 
out a complete abstract showing the aggregate number and 
value of each kind of personal property enumerated in the 
assessment list; the value of unenumerated articles; of 
goods and merchandise; of property listed by bankers, 
brokers, and stock-jobbers; of property li^ed by manufac- 
turers; of moneys and credits; of moneys invested in 
bonds, stocks, joint stock companies, &c. : of property listed 
by banks; the value of lands, and of town and city lots ; 
the amount of state tax due thereon, and rate of taxation 
for county and other special purposes. The correctness of 
said abstract shall be certified to by the clerk, with the seal 
of his of&ce attached, and forwarded to the auditor's office 
by mail. A true copy of said abstract shall be entered on 
the records of said court. If any clerk shall knowingly 
make a false or incorrect abstract of the value of taxable 
property he shall be deemed guilty of perjury and punished 
accordingly. 

The collector of each county, on receiving the assessment 
list of the non-resident property from the clerk of the coun- 
ty court, and giving a receipt for the same, shall collect the 
taxes charged on said list from the persons owing the same, 
and he shall give such persons receipts therefor. 

On or before the third Monday in April, annually, the 
collector shall make out and file with the cleric of the coun- 
ty a statement in writing, setting forth the value of property 
and amount of tax thereon in each town that has been re- 
turned to him by the town collectors as delinquent ; and 
also a list of the errors in the non-resident list, showing a 
description of the property, and the amount of tax charged 
in error, and cause of error; which list and statement shall 
be verified by the collector's oath. At the April meeting 
of the board of supervisors, he shall settle with and allow 
the collector credit for such abatement as he may be legally 
entitled to ; and the clerk shall certify the value of the pro- 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS —ILLINOIS. 85 

perty upon wliicli tlie taxes are so abated, and amount of ^^'^H^'' 
the state tax charged thereon, to the auditor of public ac- mo'itf^ 
counts who shall allow the collector credit for the amount 
so certified; provided, that if the auditor shallbelieve that 
the amount in said certificate is not correct, or that the 
allowance was illegally made he shall return the same for 
correction; if there bo no meeting in April, the clerk shall 
certify the valae of the property, and amount of the slate 
tax charged on the list of abatements filed by the collector, 
to the auditor who shall allow the collector credit for the 
same, subject to the further action of the board, and said 
board shall examine and act upon the said list at their 
first terra thereafter, and their action shall be certified by 
the clerk to the auditor, who shall adjust the account of the 
collector as provided for in this act. 

The county courts of the several counties in this state Jurismc- 
shall have original jurisdiction of suits for taxes due on county 
real property, whether such courts be sitting for transaction ci"". 
of county or probate business. 

If the taxes on any town or city lot or lots shall remain Town and 
unpaid on the third Monday in April next after said taxes soiL'^'^ 
become due, the collector shall advertise, obtain judgment, 
and sell such lots, in like manner as is provided for adver- 
tising, obtaining judgment, and selling non-residtnt delin- 
quent lands. And if any such lots be forfeited to the state, 
as is provided for in case of delinquent lands, the clerk shall 
certify to the auditor the amoifht of state tax charged on 
the lots so forfeited, and the auditor shall allow the collector 
credit therefor, and charge the same to the collector for the 
following year. The supervisors shall allow the collector 
credit for the county tax, towns and other special taxes on 
lots forfeited to the state. Town and city lots shall be sold 
annually in the month of May next after the taxes become 
due, or as soon thereafter as practicable. 

If the taxes on any tract other than town or city lots Coiiectoj to 
phall remain unpaid on the 1st day of May next after such tax.*° 
taxes become due, said collector shall make out and file 
with the clerk of the county court a true and correct list 
of said lands ; setting forth the name of the owner, or per- 
son in whose name the said property is taxed, a description 
of the propertj--, the value of each tract or parcel, and 
amount of taxes charged thereon, together with the aggre- 
gate value and amount of tax due on such list; and 
attach an affidavit of the correctness of the list, that the 
taxes set forth are unpaid, that he has used due diligence 
to collect them, and that the aggregate amount remains 
unpaid. 
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/• Said list sliall be examined by tbe county clerk, and all 
errors corrected; and the collecior shall be allowed credit 
in his settlement for tbe amount of county tax, including 
road, school and other special county tax due tliereon. 
The clerk of tbe county court shaH, w'itliin ten days after 
the filing of said list, make out a true copy in manner and 
form as may be required by the auditor of public accounts, 
and shall forward it to said auditor, to be filed in bis office. 
The auditor of public accounts sball file the list of delin- 
quent lands on which the taxes remain due and unpaid, 
and shall add to tbe amount of tax charged on each tract 
ten cents, to be collected and paid into the state treasury. 
Any person may pay the taxes due on said lands into the 
said treasury, at any time before tbe 1st of August next 
after said taxes become due. If they shall be unpaid after 
the first of August, the auditor shall add fifty per cent on 
the amount of taxes due on each tract to said taxes, and 
the aggregate shall be charged and collected. Any person 
may redeem said lands by paying the amount ciiarged as 
aforesaid into the state treasury at any time before the 1st 
of November thereafter. 

On the 1st of November annually, or as soon tbereafter 
as practicable, the auditor of public accounts shall file in 
the office-of the clerk of the county court a correct list of 
all the lands returned to bim as delinquent, and on which 
the taxes remained unpaid the 1st of November. 

The collector shall add Afty per cent on tbe taxes remain- 
ing due at the time of filing the list with the clerk, and to 
the tax charged in each tract of land, and the aggregate 
shall be collected and paid over to the state and county 
according to the rate of taxation for that year. Any one 
desiring to redeem or pay the taxes on such lands in the 
county after tbe 1st of May, mav do so by paying the 
amount charged as above set fortb to the collector at any 
time before the 1st of November thereafter. When said 
collector shall receive the tax on any tract or town lot 
subsequent to the 1st of May aforesaid, be shall set forth 
the amount so received opposite the tract or lot so redeemed, 
in a column provided for that purpose, and shall note the 
date of such payment opposite such tract or lot on the list 
of delinquent lands and lots aforesaid, and file said lists 
with tbe clerk on or before the 1st of November aforesaid. 

The clerk shall compare the delinquent list returned by 
tbe auditor with the list returned by the collector, and if 
there be any lands or lots on which the taxes have not been 
paid, be shall add the amount due thereon to the tax due 
on such lands and lots for tbe next succeeding year, and 
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make out a list of said lands and lots, which shall be deli- 
vered to the collector with the tax books of the current 
year, or as soon thereafter as practicable, and tiie said col- 
lector siiall collect the taxes thereon by sale or otherwise. 

When any person owning lands or town lots in any Lands and 
county in this state shall fail to pay the taxes assessed so'ia'"''^ 
thereon, as provided ibr in the foregoing sectiuns, it shall 
be the duty of the collector to publish an advertisement in 
some newspaper in his county, and if there be no such 
paper [irinted in his county, then in the nearest one in the 
state, which advertisement shall be once published at least 
four weeks previous to the term of the county court at 
which judgment is prayed; and said advertisement shall 
contain a list of the delinquent lands on which the taxes 
remain due, the names of owners, if known, the amount 
due thereon, and year or years for which the same are due, 
and shall give notice that he will apply to the county court 

at the term thereof for judgment against said lands 

for said taxes, interest and costs, and for an order to sell 

said lands for the satisfaction thereof; and shall also give Notice. 

notice that on the first Monday next succeeding the day 

fixed by law for the commencement of the said term of 

said court, all the lands for sale, of which an order shall be 

made, will be exposed to public sale at the place of holding ■ ..■■ 

court in said county for the amount of taxes, interest and 

costs due thereon ; and the advertisement shall be taken to 

be legal and sufficient notice, both of the collector's intended 

application to the county court for judgment, and also of 

the sale of lands under said court's order. 

The collector shall file the list of delinquent lands and gfi^^Joj/" 
town lots with the clerk of the county court, at least five delinquent 
days bef )re the commencement of tlie term at which appli- town lots, 
cation for judgment is to be made, and said clerk shall 
receive and i-ecord the same in a book to be kept for that 
jiurpose. 

The clerk of the county shall, before the day of sale, iiecord of 
make a correct record of the lands and town lots against J^'^e'"™'- 
wliich judgment is rendered in any suit for taxes due 
thereon, and which shall set forth the name of the owner, 
if known, the description of the property, and amount due 
on each tract or lot, in the same order as the said property 
may be set forth in the judgment book, and shall attach j-ndmnent 
thereto a correct copy of the order of the court and his ^°°^- 
certificate of the truth of such record; which record so 
attested shall hereafter constitute the process on which all 
real property shall be sold for taxes, as well as the sales of 
such property. When any tract or town lot shall be sold, 
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the clerk shall enter in the record aforesaid the quantity- 
sold and purchaser's name, opposite each tract or lot, and 
when any such property shall be redeemed from sale, the 
clerk shall enter the name of the person redeeming, and the 
date and amount of redemption. Said books shall be so 
ruled that there shall be suitable blank columns for enter- 
ing the quantity or portion of each tract or lot that may be 
sold, the name of the purchaser, and such other columns as 
may be necessary. 

On the first day of the term of the county court at which 
judgment on delinquent lands and town lots is prayed, the 
collector shall report to the clerk a list of all the lands or 
town lots on which taxes have been paid, if any, from the 
filing of the list mentioned above, up to that time ; and 
the clerk shall note the fact opposite each tract upon which 
the taxes have been paid. The collector, assisted by the 
clerk, shall compare and correct said list, and make and 
subscribe an afl&davit that the list is a true and correct 

record of the delinquent lands and town lots in county, 

on which he has been unable to collect the taxes as required 
by law for the year or years named in the list, and that, as 
he believes, said taxes now remain due and unpaid. 

The court shall examine said list, and if defense or ob- 
jection be offered by any person interested in any of said 
lands or lots to the entry of judgment against tiie same, 
the court shall hear and determine the matter in a summary 
manner, without pleadings, and shall pronounce judgment 
as the right of the case may be, and shall direct the clerk 
to make out and enter an order for the sale of such real 
property. Such order shall be signed by the judge, and 
shall have the same effect as judgments and orders made 
by the circuit court. 

Persons aggrieved by any decision of the county court 
in such cases shall have the right, of appeal to the circuit 
court, by giving bond and security payable to the people 
of tills state. 

The clerk of said court shall, within five days after any 
sale for taxes, make out and deliver to the collector a tran- 
script of sales for taxes in book form. Said collector shall 
deliver said transcript to the auditor at the time he is 
required to make settlement for the state tax. 

Every tract of land, or town lot offered at public sale 
for the taxes due thereon, and not sold for want of bidders, 
shall be forfeited to this state. 

If any lands or town lots shall be so forfeited, the clerk 
of the county court shall certify to the auditor of public 
accounts the assessed value thereof, and amount of str.te 
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tax charged thereon ; and the auditor shall credit the col- 
lector with the amount of state tax due on said property, 
and the board of supervisors shall allow him credit for the 
printer's fees and county tax thereon. 

If any person shall desire to redeem any tract or lot for- Forfeited 
feited to the state, he shall apply to the clerk of the county Sow re-''' 
court, who shall issue his order to the collector, directing deemed, 
him to receive from such person the amount due on said 
tract or lot, particularly describing the property and setting 
forth the araoant due; and upon presentation of said order 
to the collector he shall receive said amount, and give the 
person duplicate receipts therefor, setting forth the proper 
desciiption of the property and amount received, one of 
which shall be countersigned by the clerk, and so counter- 
signed sliall be evidence of the redemption of the property 
tlierein described, but no such receipt shall be valid until 
it is countersigned by the clerk; the other receipt shall be 
filed by the clerk in his office, and said clerk shall cancel 
the sale of the property so redeemed on the books in his 
office, and charge the amount of the redemption money to 
the collector. 

It shall be the duty of the clerk of the county court, cierkto 
annually, when he makes return of the amount of taxes "^"^ ' ^" 
levied, to report the amount due the state on such forfeited 
property to the auditor of public accounts, who shall 
charge the same to the collector ; if the collector who 
received said redemption money shall be succeeded in 
office, he shall pay the amount in his hands over to his 
successor, who shall pay said amount into the state treasury 
when he settles for the taxes of the current year. 

The amount due on lands and lots, and remaining un- ''??V''" 
paid on the first of November, shall be added to the tax 
of the current year, and the amount thereof shall be 
reported against the collector, with the amount of the 
assessment for said year; said collector shall collect and 
pay over the said amount in like manner as other taxes, 
and he is hereby authorised to advertise and sell said pro- 
perty in the same manner as if said property had never 
been forfeited to the state. Said additions and sales shall 
be continued from year to year, until the taxes on said- 
property are paid hj sale or otherwise; provided, that 
every five years, all the property previously forfeited and 
remaining unredeemed shall be sold to the highest bidder, 
bift not for a greater sum than is due thereon, including 
costs, &c. ; and the former sales of such property as will 
not sell shall be. canceled, provided, that if any person 
shall offer to pay the taxes, interest and costs due on for- 
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feited property for a less quantity than the whole tract or 
lot, then such property shall be sold to the person offering 
to pay the amount due thereoa for the least quantity or 
part thereof. 

Eeal property sold under the provisions of this act may 
be redeemed at any time before the expiration of two 
years from the date of sale, by the payment in specie to the 
clerk of the county court of the proper county, of double 
the amount for which the same was sold, and all taxes 
accruing after such sale, with ten per cent interest thereon 
from the day of sale, unless such subsequent tax has been 
paid by the person for whose benefit the redemption is 
made, which fact may be shown by the collector's receipt. 

The board of supervisors have power to levy a tax in 
their respective counties for county purposes, but shall in 
no case exceed the amount of four mills on each dollar's 
worth of taxable property, unless specially authorised by 
law; and said county tax shall be levied at the September 
meeting of said board, or as soon thereafter as practicable, 
and collected with the state revenue. The same lien 
created to secure the state tax and the provisions made 
for the collection thereof, shall also exist and apply to the 
county revenue. 

The assessment shall be a lien on the personal property 
of all persons owing taxes, from the time the assessment 
books are received by the collector, for the state and 
county tax due thereon, and no sale or transfer of such 
property shall affect the claim of the state or county, but 
the said property may be seized by the collector wherever 
found, and removed, if necessary, and sold to discharge 
the taxes of the person owing the same, at the time of such 
assessment, together with the costs and charges of collection. 

Whenever any person shall pay the taxes charged 
against him, the collector shall enter such payment in his 
list and give the person paying the same a receipt specify- 
ing the name of the person for whom paid, the amount 
paid, what year paid for and property on which the same 
was assessed, according to its description on the assessment 
list. 

The collector shall attend at the court house in his coun- 
ty, on the day specified in the notice for the sale of ]-eal 
estate for taxes and proceed to offer for sale, separately, 
each tract of land or town lot in said list on which the taxes 
and costs have not been paid. 

The person purchasing any tract of land or town lot, or 
any part thereof, shall forthwith pay to the collector the 
amount of taxes and costs charged on said tract or lot and 
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on failure so to do, the said landorlotsball be again offered 
for sale in the same manner as if no such sale had been 
made ; and in no case shall the sale be closed until pay- 
ment is made. 

The clerk shall make out and deliver to the purchaser certificate 
of any lands or lots sold for the payment of taxes as afore- "^p^^'"'^"^"- 
said, a certificate of purchase to be countersigned by the 
collector, describing the land or lot sold, as the same was 
described in the delinquent list, the amount of taxes and 
costs for which the same was sold, and that payment has 
been made therefor. If any person shall become the pur- 
chaser of more than one tract of land or lot, he may have 
the whole included in one certificate. 

Such certificate of purchase shall be assignable by in- AssignaWe. 
dorsement, and an assignment thereof shall vest in the 
assignee or his legal representatives, all the right and title 
of the original purchaser. 

Upon ascertaining the amount due to the state from any Payment 
collector or other person, the auditor shall give such person """ '''^^^ 
a statement of the amount to be paid, and upon the pre- 
sentation of such statement to the treasurer, and the pay- 
ment of the sum stated to be due, the treasurer shall give 
duplicate receipts therefor, one of which shall be filed in 
the auditor's office, and entered in a book to be kept for 
that purpose, and the other shall be countersigned by the 
auditor and delivered to the person making the payment; 
and no payment shall be considered as having been made 
until the treasurer's receipt shall be countersigned by the 
auditor as aforesaid. 

When the list of delinquent lands is returned by the Duty of 
auditor for sale, he shall certify to the clerk the amount of *"'*''°''- 
the county's proportion of the tax paid into the state treas- 
ury, and the amount so certified shall be paid into the 
county treasury out of the tax due from the collector to the 
state. 

The return of the schedule or list of taxable property be- Assessment 
longing to any railroad company required to be made shall propertyf 
be made to the county clerk instead of the assessor, and tlie 
clerk shall lay the same before the board of supervisors 
when tliey meet to equalisje the assessment of property. If 
a majority of said board are satisfied that such return is 
corpect they shall assess it accordingly ; but if they believe 
that such schedule or list does not contain a fall and fair 
statement of the property of such company subject to taxa- 
tion in said county, made out and valued in accordance 
with the requirements of law, said board shall assess such 
property or cause it to be assessed, in accordance with the 
6 
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rules prescribed for assessing such property. The schedule 
or list shall be delivered at the office of the county cleric of 
the proper county, on or before the 1st day of May, in the 
year in which such property is required to be assessed ; if 
not, the county clerk shall obtain, as near as practicable, a 
correct list of the property of such company with the valu- 
ation thereof, in ea.ch town or district in his county, which 
list shall be laid before the board ; and said board shall 
take action thereon in like manner, as if the return had 
been made by the company. All property wbetlier owned 
by corporations or individuals, shall be listed with refer- 
ence to the quantity on hand and owned on the 1st day of 
April, provided, that government or other lands, not pre- 
viously listed, shall be returned and be subject to taxation. 

Every company required to make return as aforesaid 
that shall neglect or refuse to deliver the required list, shall 
be assessed double the value of their. property. 

The schedule or list of the taxable property of railroad 
companies shall set forth, a description of all the real pro- 
perty owned or occupied by the company in each county, 
town and city through which such railroad may run ; and 
the actual value of each lot or parcel of land including the 
improvements thereon, except the track or superstructure 
of said road, shall be annexed to the description of such lot 
or parcel of land. Said list shall set forth the number of 
acres taken for right of way, stations or other purposes, 
from each tract of land through which said road may run, 
describing said land as near as practicable in accordance 
with the surveys of the United States, giving the width of 
the strip or parcel of land, and its length through each 
tract; also the whole number of acres and aggregate value 
thereof in said county, town and city. All of the property 
mentioned in this section shall be denominated real pro- 
perty. The list aforesaid shall set forth the length of the 
main track, and the length of all side tracks and turnouts 
in each county, city and town through which the road may 
run, with the actual value of the same, and value of the 
improvements at each of the several stations, when said 
stations are not a part of city or town lots. The said sta- 
tions and track shall be denominated "fixed and stationary 
personal property." 

The list shall contain an inventory of the rolling stpck 
of said company with the value thereof; said rolling stock 
shall be denominated "personal property;" also a state- 
ment of the value of all other personal property owned bv 
said company in each county, city and town, the length of 
the whole of the main track within this state, and the total 
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vfilue of the rolling stock shall be set forth in said list. 
The rolling stock shall be listed and taxed in the several 
counties, towns and cities fro rata in proportion as the 
length of the main track in such county, town or city bears 
to the whole length of the road. All other property shall 
be listed and taxed in the county, town or city where the 
same is located or used. The description of all lands S^propir™ 
owned by any railroad company for right of way or station 
purposes, other than those which are a part of a laid-off 
town, city or village, shall be entered by the assessor on 
his book, as being a strip or track of land extending on 
each side of the said railroad track, and embracing the 
same, commencing at the point where the said railroad 
track crosses the boundary line of said county, city or 
town, and extending to the point where the said track 
crosses the boundary line of said county, city or town, or 
to the point of its termination in the same, as the case may 

be, containing acres more or less (inserting name of 

county, city or town, boundary line of the same and num- 
ber of acres) and when advertised by any sheriff or col- 
lector to be sold for taxes, or when so sold, uo other 
description shall be neCessary. If any clerk or assessor as change of 
aforesaid shall change the valuation of the property as tfc"tobe 
aforesaid or any of the same, that shall be returned by any gi™i. 
railroad company, he shall give notice of such change to 
such company. 

The county clerk shall furnish, at the expense of the Dutyot 
county, suitable blanks for the use of the assessor, and he ciSk'^ 
is hereby authorized and required to assess and enter on 
the list for taxation, any and all property, whether real or 
personal, omitted in the regular assessment list; and if any 
such omissions be not discovered in time to be entered on 
the tax' list of the proper year, he shall add the amount of 
tax due thereon to the tax of the following year. The list 
of taxable real estate required to be furnished for the use 
of the assessors shall be made out from the collector's 
book, instead of the assessment list, and the town collectors 
shall deposit the tax lists or books furnished them by the 
county clerk, with the county treasurer, at the time of their 
settlement with said treasurer; and said treasurer shall, 
within two months thereafter, deliver said tax books to the 
county clerk who shall deposit the same in his ofS.ce to be 
kept as part of the records of said office. 

Bach assessor shall, at the time of taking a list of per- Dnty of_ 
sonal property, in the year or years in which the real pro- 
perty is not required to be listed, also take a list of all real 
property situate in his town that shall have become subject 



assessors. 



44 DIGEST OF TAX LAWS— INDIANA. 

to taxntion since tlie last previous listing of property tliere- 
in, with the value tiiereof, and of all new buildings or 
other structures of any kind, the value of which shall not 
have been previously added to or included in the valuation 
of the real property on which such structures have been 
erected, and shall make return thereof to the county clerk 
at the same time he makes return of the personal property; 
in which return he shall set forth a description of the real 
property on which each of such structures shall have been 
erected, the kind of structure so erected, and the true value 
added to such parcel of real property by the erection 
thereof; and the additional sum which it is believed the 
land on which the structure is erected would sell for at 
private sale in consequence thereof, sliall be considered the 
value of such new structure; and in case of the destruction 
by fire, flood or otherwise, of any building or structure of 
any kind erected previous to the last valuation of the land 
or lot on which the same shall have stood, or the value of 
which shall have been added to any former valuation 
of such land or lot, the assessor shall determine as near as 
practicable, how much less such property would sell for at 
private sale in consequence of such destruction, and make 
return thereof to the county clerk. In all such cases, the 
clerk shall add to the former valuation of such property, 
the amount of the additional value, and deduct fi-om the 
former valuation the amount of decreased value in accord- 
ance with the return made as aforesaid, provided that the 
board of supervisors shall have power to equalize or correct 
any such returns. If any tract or parcel of land shall be 
subdivided into town or city lots or blocks after the pre- 
vious assessment thereof, the assessor shall, at the time of 
taking a list of the personal property as aforesaid, assess 
and return the value of such lots or blocks in like frianner 
as if the land had not been assessed; and the clerk shall 
correct the tax list accordingly. 

INDIANA. 

Tax offlcerB Special Boards of Equalization of each County for Eeal Property. 

Board of Kqiialization of each County for Personal Property. 
Auditor of State. 
County Commissioners. 
County Auditor. 

Appraiser of Real Property for each County. 
County Treasurer, ex officio, Collector. 
Assessor for each Township. 

Every person of full age and sound mind, not a married 
■woman, shall list the taxable real and personal property 
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of wliich he is owner, situate in the county -where he 
resides, and all moneys in his possession. 

Eacli assessor shall, between the 1st of January and May 
in each year, receive from every person required to list 
property for taxation two separate and distinct statements. 

Botli statements shall be made either by the taxable List, 
person or by the assessor from such person's information. 
The first shall be on oath of such person, and shall contain 
a true and full list of the moneys, rights, credits, effects, 
ships, canal aad flat and steam boats, personal property 
appertaining to merchandising and manufacturing, and cor- 
poration stocks of tlie person listing, and, that the same 
have been valued at their true cash value. 

The second statement shall set forth, the number of 
horses, mules, asses, cattle, sheep, swine, carriages, wagons, 
hacks, carts, and otlier vehicles; watches and clocks, pianos 
and otlier musical instruments and their different values; 
the value of farming vitensils, mechanic's tools, law and 
medical books, surgical instruments and medicines, house- 
hold furniture, beds, bedding; of corn, hay, oats, &c., and 
the value of all and every species of personal property not 
specified above, nor included in first statement. And 
lastly, the age of the person, if a male, whether over 
twenty-one and under fifty: provided that each tax-payer 
is authorized to deduct the amount of his indebtedness out 
of his solvent claims. 

If the person refuse or neglect to make such statements, Assessor, 
or the necessary oath, the assessor shall himself ascertain rsc™ta1n 
the number and value of the taxable articles, and can *rfiJfe''a'^'''^ 
examine, on oath, any person having knowledge of such 
articles. 

If anv oerson, when requested by the assessor or depu- Penalty for 

/> -1 -^ ■ T J- 11 1 '■ J. i_i » failure to 

ties, fail to give a true list of all his taxable property, or .riveatrue 
make any oath in that behalf, or fix a fraudulent value oath^&i^''^ 
where an oath is not required on such property, he shall on 
conviction be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

The president, secretary, agent, or other proper account- c°™p^!^^^ 
ing officer of every railroad, plank road, turnpilce road, list, 
tefegraph company, &c., in the state, shall furnish the 
auditor of the county where their principal office is situated 
a list of all the stock in the company, and its value attested 
by the oath of the officer making the same, and shall fur- 
nish a statement dividing the aggregate amount of all the 
stock of sucli company among the several counties in pi'o- 
portion to the value of the superstructure, buildings and 
real estate of such company in each county, and if there is 
no office in this state, the officers shall furnish the auditor 
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of tbe county where the work first enters the state, a state- 
ment on oatli of the amount and value of all real estate of 
such company in the state, the amount expended in con- 
struction of work within the lines of the state, and the 
amount invested in machinery and rolling stock; which 
said machinery and stock shall be assessed for taxation in 
the same proportion to its total amount that the length 
of line of the work in the state, completed, bears to the 
entire length of the line of said work completed. 

The auditor shall enter the name of said company or 
corporation on tlie tax duplicate, with the amount and 
value of said stock, and assess thereon for state, county, 
school and road taxes. 
Anditor's If any such company foil or refuse to make the required 

statement, the county auditor shall himself make out such 
list as he best can from information. 
Appraiser's The appraiser shall on actual view make a true valua- 
tion of all lands at their cash value, with the improvements, 
and also one without improvements, and both valuations 
shall be set down in a proper column. 

Tbe appraiser shall call on every resident in his county 
for'a list of his taxable lands with particular description 
thereof; and if tlie said resident fail to do so, or is absent, 
the appraiser shall make out such list. 

The appraiser at the time of making the appraisement 
and list, shall inform tlie owner of property, of the amount 
and of the time when tbe special board of equalization for 
the county meets, to redress grievances and equalize the 
taxes concerning real estate. 

Each appraiser shall deliver to the auditor of his county, 
a tabular return in a book, of the amount, description and 
value of all real estate subject to be listed for taxation in 
his count}^ 

Such auditor shall give public notice of the meeting of 
the above board of equalization for real estate. 
ll&idit ^'^^ board doing county business, county auditor and 

eqimiiza- appraiser or appraisers of each county shall constitute the 
pr°open7.™^ said board in each year, when the real estate is valued. 

The county auditor shall produce to the board the return 
delivered by the appraiser; and the board shall proceed 
to correct all errors, and equalize the valuations by adding 
or deducting relative to real propertv. 
°tatlmonts ^'^"°^^ appraiser shall, when he delivers his return of the 
or property, taxable real property to the county auditor, also deliver all 
the original statements of property from persons required 
to list real estate. 
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Each township assessor shall annually deliver to the J^'^^g^, 
auditor of his county a list of the persons, companies or assessor. 
corporations, in whose names any personal taxables shall 
have been by him listed in his township, with the aggre- 
gate value of the personal property and taxables, and also 
the original statements of the persons required to list the 
taxable property in his county. 

Said assessor shall, annually, at the time of listing per- 
sonal property, list also the real estate in his county that 
has become taxable since the last listing of property 
therein, with the value thereof, and shall make i-eturn to 
the county auditor at the time of making his return of 
personal property. 

Every assessor in the state, shall also, when he makes Farming 
the above return to the auditor, make also a return of ^'*"-'"<=^- 
iiirming statistics, which the auditor shall report to the 
auditor of the state, who shall make a condensed statement 
thereof to the general assembly. 

The assessor shall, when required to make return of statements 
taxable property to the county auditor, also deliver to him Ions re" 
all the statements of property which he shall have received Hst"eU- 
from persons required to list the same, arranged in alpha- Tcredto 
betical order, corresponding with his list or lists, and the auditor, 
auditor shall preserve the same in his office; and each 
assessor may, when taking lists of personal property, cor- 
rect all errors of assessment of real estate which he may 
discover on the assessor's book, either in the name of the 
person to whom the property is assessed by change of own- 
ership, or otherwise, or in the description of projierty, and 
make return of the same to the county auditor, at the same 
time he is required to make return of the list of personal 
property. 

The auditor of each county shall, annually, make out Duplicate 
a duplicate list of taxes assessed in each county, and shall ''^*- 
cause a copy of the duplicate to be delivered to the treasu- 
rer of his county. 

He shall also annually transmit to the auditor of the 
state, a certified abstract of all the property listed in each 
township. 

The board of equalization for personal property is com- Board of 
posed of the board of county commissioners, auditor and fS""}!,^" 
assessors, and meets annually to determine complaints of p^^°^ 
owners of personal property, and shall correct any list or 
valuation as they may think proper, and have power to 
equalize the -^-aluation of the assessors. conntj 

The countv treasurer shall receive from the county audi- treasurer 
tor, the duplicate of taxes and proceed to collect the same. ^^'^^ 
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neiinqnent The countj auditor shall, annually, record in a book, a 
"^'' list of all lands returned delinquent for taxes, describing 

them and charging them with the amount of delinquent 
tax, with interest and a penalty of ten per cent on sucli 
taxes; also with the taxes of the current year and certify- 
to the correctness thereof; and siiall give public notice, that 
the said lands wUl be sold at public auction for the amounts 
due. 



Tax officers. 



IOWA. 

Assessor for each Township. 

State Board of Equalization. 

Auditor of State, ex officio, Cleric of Board. 

County Board of Equalization. 

County Board of Supervisors. 

County Treasurer, ex officio, Collector. 

list" TO-'" Every owner or manager of taxable property in the state, 

perty. of full age and sound mind, shall assist the assessor in listing 

ABscasors. ^\i ^^^\^ property. An assessor of every township is elected 
annually, and gives bond and takes oath for faithful dis- 
charge of dat3^ 
Duties. rp[^g assessors of each county shall meet at the office of 

the clerk of the county board of supervisors, in January 
of each year, and classify the several descriptions of pro- 
perty to be assessed, for the purpose of equalizing such 
assessment, 
bookl!""™* The board of supervisors shall, in January in each year, 
furnish each assessor in their county with suitable booLs, 
in duplicate, in which he shall enter, with the assistance of 
each person assessed : 

The name of the person, firm, corporation, &c., to whom 
any property shall be taxable ; 

The lands and descriptions thereof; 
Personal property by items. But no animal shall be 
entered under one year, except swine, which can be entered 
when over six months old. 

The assessor shall also be furnished with a suitable plat 

of his township on which to check the parcels of land. 

oi!'fo°iuriii - The assessor shall list every person in his township, and 

In town- assess all the property, real and per.sonal, and every person 

refusing to assist in listing, or to make the required oath, 

shall forfeit one hundred dollars ; and where he refuses to 

make out the required list of his property, the resessor 

shall n.ssess such person, according to his best information. 

If it appears that such person in listing has not given a 

full list, the as.sessor shall enter the omitted property at 

double its value. 
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Each assessor shall, in May in each year, return one of booS^To"* 
the two assessment books of his township to the office of the whom'ae- 
clerk of the board of supervisors, and the other, in April 
of each year, delivered to the township clerk of his town- 
ship, to be used by the trustees of the township as the 
township tax book for township revenue and road purposes. 

The board of equalization of each county is composed of Board of 
the county board of supervisors, and has power to equalize tiSu '^ 
the assessments of persons and townships of the county, 
the same as is required of the state board of equalization 
in equalizing among the several counties. 

The board shall add to the assessment any taxable pro- Duties, 
perty in the county not included in the assessor's return. 
All grievances shall be rectified by the board. 

Each clerk of the county board of supervisors shall, in Abstract. 
July, in each year, make and transmit to the auditor of 
state an ab.stract of the real property in his county, by the 
number of acres, and the aggregate value, exclusive of town 
lots, as corrected by the county board of equalization, at 
their first meeting; the aggregate value of real property in 
each town in the county, returned by the assessor corrected 
as above ; and the aggregate value of personal property in 
his county. 

The census board constitute the state board of equaliza- state board 

^. -^01 equaliza- 

tion, tion. 

It meets at the seat of government, in August in each Duties, 
year, in which real property is assessed (every second year, 
and personal property annually). 

The auditor of the state {ex officio, clerk of the board) 
shall lay before it the abstracts of the county clerks, of 
supervisors ; and the board (having been sworn) shall pro- 
ceed to equalize the valuation of real property among the 
several counties and towns, by adding to and deducting 
from said valuation. 

The auditor of state shall, at adjournment of board, ^^OTreduo 
transmit to each clerk of the board of supervisors a state- t^°°^'™™' 
ment of the per centum to be added to or deducted from ofreaipro- 
the valuation of real property in his county. p^"^' 

The clerk shall add to or deduct from said valuation the 
required per centage. 

The board of supervisors shall furnish their clerk with ^°"^f 
a book in which to enter the names or tax-payers, lands, sors. 
and town lots, and value of personal property, each descrip- 
tion of tax, a column for polls and one for payments, into 
which book the clerk shall transcribe from the assessment 
books of the several townships the names of tax-payers, 
with the description of property. 
7 
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In June in each year the above board shall levy the 
requisite taxes for the current year, and record the same in 
the proper book; and the clerk, xmder direction of the 
board, shall attach thereto a warrant and the seal of the 
board, requiring the treasurer of the county to collect the 
taxes therein, and deliver it to him in November ; and such 
list or book shall be the authority of the treasurer to col- 
lect said taxes. 

At the time of such delivery the clerk shall make the 
auditor of state a certified stateinent, showing the aggregate 
valuation of lands, town property, and personal property 
in the county, each to itself; and also the aggregate amount 
of each separate tax, as shown by said tax book. 

The treasurer in receiving the tax book for each year, 
shall enter opposite each parcel of real property or person's 
name, on which, or against whom any tax remains unpaid 
for either of the preceding years, the year or years for 
which such delinquent tax so remains due and unpaid. 

The treasurer shall then proceed to collect the taxes, and 
he is required to collect those remaining unpaid on the tax 
books of previous years. 

He shall assess any real property omitted by the asses- 
sors or county clerk, and collect the taxes thereon. 

In the omitted cases it is the duty of the owner himself 
to have the property assessed by the treasurer and pay the 
taxes ; but no failure of owner, nor any error in the assess- 
ment of such property shall affect the legality of any taxes 
levied thereon, nor the title to it, of any purchase at tax 
sale. 

On first of February the unpaid taxes of whatever de- 
scription for the preceding year, shall become delinquent; 
and taxes on real property are a perpetual lien against all 
persons?, except the United States and this state, and taxes 
due from any person on personal property shall be a lien 
on any real property owned by such person. 

Each county is responsible to the state for the full amount 
of tax levied for state purposes, except such as are certified 
as unavailable, or double or erroneous assessments. 



Tax officers. 



KANSAS. 

state Board of Equalization. 

County Board of Equalization for Real Property. 

County Commissioners. 

County Treasurer. 

County Assessor. 

Every owner of full age and sound mind, not a married 
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woman, shall list bis or her real and taxable personal pro- 
perty, situated in the county where owner resides. 

Every taxable person shall make and deliver to the of"^x"Me 
assessor wheii required, a statement, on oath, of all the persons, 
personal property, moneys, credits, investments in bonds, 
stocks, joint stock companies or otherwise in his possession 
or under his control, on the 1st day of April. All just 
debts owing by him shall be deducted from statement and 
he liable for balance. 

Between the 1st days of April and August in each year Assessor's 
the county assessor, in the several counties, shall ascertain " '^'' 
the names and taxable personal property owned on the 1st 
day of April of all taxable persons therein, and all real 
estate, and shall assess and appraise the same, and shall, for 
that purpose, require of every person liable to taxation, 
the statement referred to above, on oath. 

If such person fails to render the statement or oath from Failure of 
refusal, absence or sickness, the assessor shall himself ascer- ^t**"™™'- 
tain the articles of taxable personal property and make up 
a statement. 

The statement required shall set forth the number of statement, 
horses, neat cattle, mules, asses, sheep and hogs, and re- 
spective value; every pleasure carriage and value, and the 
total value of all other articles of personal property which 
such person is required to list (provided that, if such per- 
son shall exhibit to the assessor the animals or other articles 
of pei'sonal property above enumerated, the value of such 
property may be determined by the assessor without the 
oath of such person,) gold and silver watches and value; 
pianos and other musical instruments and value ; the value 
of goods and merchandise, property, materials and manu- 
factured articles which he is required to list as a merchant, 
banker, broker, stock-jobber or manufacturer ; the value of 
moneys and credits required to be listed, including book 
accounts, and value of all moneys invested in banks, stocks, 
joint stock companies or otherwise which such person is 
required to list. 

The assessor shall, on demand, deliver to any owner of Assessor, 
property assessed for taxation, a copy of the assessment 
thereof, signed by himself. 

The county clerk shall deliver to the assessor on or be- County 
fore the 1st clay of April, annually, the assessment roll of 
the preceding year, and a list of taxable lands and take 
his receipt therefor ; and the assessor, as soon as he has 
completed his assessment and made his nssessment roll for 
the year, shall return said papers to clerk. 
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The assessor, on comparison of the lists of property de- 
livered by taxable persons with the abstract of conveyanues 
furnished by the register, sliall make a correct list of all 
the taxable property in his county, to be called the tax roll. 

The tax roll shall contain an alphabetical list of all assess- 
ed persons in tabular form, with particular descriptions of 
the lands and total value of personal and all property 
assessed to such person. 

The assessor shall assess all omitted tracts or lots of Innd 
and place them on his tax roll, and return on or before the 
1st day of August, a true copy of the said roll to the county 
clerk. 

The board of equalization for real property in the coun- 
ties is formed by the county commissioners of the county, 
or a majority of them. 

They meet annually in the county clerk's office and ex- 
amine the assessment roll of the current year, and equalize 
the value of the real estate so that each tract or lot shall 
be entered on the tax roll at its true value; by adding or 
deducting to the valuation. 

The county clerk shall immediately after the board has 
equalized and corrected the assessment roll, forward an 
abstract thereof to the auditor of the territory. 

The county commissioners, at their meeting in October 
in each year, shall estimate and determine the amount to 
be raised by tax for county purposes ; for schools and other 
purposes. 

The trustees of the townships and such other authorities 
as are empowered to determine the rates or amounts of 
taxes to be levied for the various purjioses authorized by 
law, shall determine the amount thereof annually previous 
to the 10th of September, and make a retnrn thereof to the 
county clerk, on or before the 20th of September. 

The council of any municipal corporation is to certify to 
the county clerk the per centnge levied by them on tlie I'eal 
or personal property in said corporation as valued and re- 
turned on the assessment roll of the county, and the coun- 
ty clerk shall place the same on the tax roll of said county 
in separate columns, and snid taxes shall be collected by 
the county treasurer, and paid into the treasury of said cor- 
poration, under the regulations provided for the collection 
of other taxes. 

The county clerk shall make out in a book for that pur- 
pose, a complete list or schedule of all the taxable property 
in his county, and the value thereof as equalized. He shall 
also, immediately after the October meeting of the county 
commissioners, determine the sums to be levied on the real 
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sind personal property in the name of each person, company 
or corporation. He shall attach his certificate thereto, and 
deliver it to the county treasurer, and charge him wilh the 
amount of the respective taxes assessed on tlie tax roll. 

As soon as the treasurer receives tJje tax roll of iiis coun- counfy 
ty, lie shall post and publish notices of the amount of tax ''™''"^'- 
charged for state, county, school, city and other purposes 
oil each hundred dollars' valuation; also on what day he 
or his deputy, will attend to receive such taxes. 

On all taxes unpaid after the 1st of January, there shall 
be a penalty of ten pei- cent added and collected. If the Duties, 
taxes are not paid on taxable lands and town lots, the trea- 
surer shall proceed to sell them. If the taxes on the per- 
sonal property remain unpaid after the 1st of May, he shall, 
before the 1st of June, issue his warrant to the sheriff of 
the county, to levy the amount on the goods and chattels, 
lands and tenements of the assessed persons, and pay tiie 
amount to the treasurer, and return warrant wilhin sixty 
days from date. * 

Tlie several county treasurers shall pay to the state trea- 
surer, the amount of state tax collected by them, and charged 
to their respective counties, which tax shall be credited by 
the state treasurer to the county so paying the same. 

The state board of equalization consi.sts of the secretary state Board 
of state, treasurer and auditor of state, who assemble annu- "fou'*"*'"'*" 
ally. 

They shall make an abstract from the returns of the Duties, 
county clerk of each county of the total amount of the real 
estate in each county, the aggregate value of tiie same, and 
average value per acre of the same; also the amount of 
personal property in each county; also the value of all the 
real estate lying in the cities or villages in each county, the 
number of lots and average value per lot. 

The said board shall- ascertain whether the valuation of ^^J^°^ 
real estate in each county bears a just relation or proportion 
to the valuation of all the counties of the state; and on 
such e.xaminati.on, they may increase or diminish the aggre- 
gate valuation of real estate in any county, so much per 
centum as in their opinion may be necessary to produce a 
just relation between all the valuations of real estate in the 
state; but in no instance shall they reduce the aggregate 
valuation of all the counties below the aggregate valuation, 
as returned by the clerks of the several counties. 

They shall apportion the state tax among the several shaiiappor- 
counties in proportion to the valuation oi tlie taxable pro- of statetax. 
party therein for the year, as equalized by said board. 
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The secretary of state shall, immediately after sueh ap- 
pointments, make out two t'crtilieatesof the several amounts 
ascertained to be assessed upon the taxable property of 
each county for state puipo^.^s, and attest them; one he 
shall deliver to the state treasurer, and the other to the 
county clerks of the several counties, and the state treasu- 
rer shall charge the amount of state taxes in each certi"ficate 
to the proper county. 

In the year of 1862, the real property within the State of 
Kansas, with all the improvements thereon, shall be assessed 
in accordance with the above provisions ; and no further 
assessment shall be made until 1865, and only once in three 
years thereafter. But the county assessor siiall add to the 
assessment roll of each year, all lands in their respective 
counties entered prior to March 1st of each year, at the 
United States land office for the district in which this coun- 
ty may lie, and such land shall be assessed by him to cor- 
respond, as nearly as possible with similar land in the coun- 
ty, and be taxed the same rates. 
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KENTUCKY. 

Assessor ol Tax. 

Auditor of Public Accounts. 

Board of Supervisors of Tax for each Couuty. 

Count}' Court. 

Clerk of Circuit Court. 

Cleric of County Court. 

Sheriff, ex officio, Collector. 

The assessor and his assistant shall give bond and take 
oath for the faithful discharge of their duties. 

All estate tiixed according to its value, shall be valued 
in gold and silver, as of the 10th of January preceding, 
and the person owning or pos.sessinCT the same on that day, 
shall list it with the assessor and be bound for the tax, not- 
witlistanding he may have sold or parted with the same. 

Persons listing their estate with the assessor shall state 
separately, the tracts of land and numbef of acres; the 
value and where situated ; number and value of town lots; 
number of slaves, horses, mules and jennies, and value; 
cattle and value over fifty dollars, and all other taxable 
estate with value, on the lOth of January preceding. 

The several assessor.^, after taking the "list of all property 
required to be specifically listed, shall require each person, 
on oath, to fix the amount, he or she is worth from all other 
sources on the day to which such list relates (viz., the 10th 
of January preceding) after taking out his or her indebted- 
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ness from the amount he or she is worth exclusive of pro- indebted- 
perty in lands, slaves, or other property not within tliis ded from ' 
state, but taxable where it is situated; and the assessors persSS'is 
shall take from the amount so listed one hundred dollars, wofth, ex- 

-,,.,,, „ . .... .' ChlSlVB of 

and list the balance lor taxation, provided that the growing property, 
crop on land listed for taxation, articles manufactured in *°" 
the family for family use, all the poultry raised for family fiSu"^ 
use, and the provisions on hand for same use, shall be ex- 
empt from taxation. 

The above indebtedness shall be a jvist one and not to oatn to be 
lessen the amount of his taxable property, and the assessor ""' °' 
shall swear the person to the above facts, and if he refuses 
oath, no deduction of indebtedness shall be made. 

Merchants and grocers shall list the goods and groceries How mor- 
on hand, on the 10th of April in each year. They shall "^i^'i^^Z^ 
state, on oath, the full value thereof, exclusive of the articles l'^'- 
manufactured in families within this state. The assessor AesesBor to 
shall call on all merchants and grocers within his county or "^"^ ''''• 
district, for their list of taxable property, between the 10th 
of April and the 1st of May in each year. 

Goods imported after the 10th of April, if sold before 
the lOlh of April in the succeeding year, are not subject to 
be taxed. 

The owners of bank stock taxed in this state, are not P^^"^ 
required to list it for taxation. The tax is to be paid by not ro- 
the corporation. _ ?o illut. 

The assessor shall, from his own knowledge, and from Assessor 
the statements of the person listing property for taxation perty^n ur 
and other evidence, fix a full and fixir value upon all the °°'>^- 
estate listed with him for taxation which is taxed according 
to its value, and enter the same with the value thereof, in 
the tax book, giving also the aggregate value. 

The assessors and assistants shall give in a list of their Assessor's 
own property to the clerk, who shall administer the neces- pSy^'"" 
sary oaths and enter list with value in the tax book attested 
by the clerk. If they fail to list, the clerk shall himself 
list said property and enter it on the tax book and report 
the delinquent. 

Every eighth year the assessor shall return with his tax voters, 
book, the number of qualified voters resident in his county. 

If any person fail or refuse to list his taxable property Penalty for 
when required by the assessor or assistant, or give in a, [?t?'}J/g,r 
false or fraudulent list, or refuse to give the amount he is fraudulent 
worth, he shall be fined not exceeding one hundred dollars 
and costs, and pay three times the amount of the tax on 
his estate, and the assessor shall return with his tax book, 
all said delinquents. ^ , , 
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Any person who has failed to give in his list, because he 
has not been called upon by the assessor, may, after the 
latter has returned his tax book to the county clerk, list his 
property with said clerk at any time before the 1st of Sep- 
tember. 

The county court may excuse delinquent when not will- 
fully in default in not listing, and the clerk shall list his 
property. 

The board of supervisors of tax for each county is com- 
posed of three tax-payers, citizens of the county, appointed 
by the judges of the county courts. They convene annu- 
ally in May, at the clerk's office. 

They examine the tax book of each year, correct errors 
of the assessor, and if the listed estate *has, in their opinion, 
been incorrectly valued, they shall fix the proper value. 

The assessor and assistants shall attend the sessions and 
give evidence and information regarding the business before 
the board which has power also to call witnesses for same 
purpose before it. 

Before the board shall raise the value on any property 
assessed, they shall make out a list of the names of all the 
persons whose property, or any part of it, in their opinion, 
has been assessed too low, as appears in the assessor's books, 
and furnish a copy of the proposed change of the list so 
made out to the sheriff, or any constable, or other person 
they may depute, to serve a notice on each person or his 
representative, which notice shall contain the proposed 
change ; whose name may be furnished to appear before 
them at their county seat on the most convenient day to 
wliich they shall have adjourned, to show cause, if any, 
why the increased valuation shall not be made. 

A reasonable time shall be allowed for the serving of 
notice ; and if the persons to be summoned or their repre- 
sentatives cannot be found, then the board may proceed to 
consider their case from the best evidence before them. 

Any person aggrieved by the valuation of his or her 
taxable property by an assessor or board of supervisors, 
shall have the right to apply to the county court where he 
or she may reside, to have the list or valuation corrected ; 
and if the court shall be satisfied that any injustice has 
been done, it shall correct such valuation or listing. 

The board may receive the tax list of any person omit- 
ted by the assessor, and enter the same in the tax book. 
They shall keep a record of their proceedings and correct 
the tax book thereby. 

The board shall report to the county court the names of 
taxable persons omitted by the assessor, by whiqh report 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS— KENTUCKY. 67 

tlie court shall be governed in their report of the delin- 
quency of the assessor, and the court shall also ascertain 
the amount of taxable property of all such persons, certify 
same to the auditor, and furnish the sheriff {ex officio, col- 
lector) with a cop3^ of such additional lists. 

If the assessor shall not return his tax book by the first Non-retnm 
of May, the clerk of said court may receive it from him pJocMdlugs 
■when returned and proceed with the required duties; and ™- 
shall notify the board of supervisors, who shall convene 
and perform their duties. For his default the assessor shall 
be fined one hundred dollars. . 

The clerk of the county court shall after approval of tax copieE of 
book make two copies, one for the sheriff and the other for '"^' 
the auditor of the state. 

A person improperly taxed may make proof to the court improper 
of the county in which assessment was made, and the court '"^^ 
may correct the same. 

Clerks of circuit courts and of county courts shall exhibit statomeut 
to their respective courts a written statement of all taxes ° '''^"*' 
and other public moneys received by them for twelve 
months next preceding, verified on oath and recorded ; the 
original, certified with the order of court, shall be trans- 
mitted by them to the auditor of state. The amount, after 
deducting commissions, &c., they shall pay into the public 
treasury. 

The clerk of county court shall fui'nish to clerk of cir- Licenses, 
cuit court, to be laid before the grand jury at each term, 
a list of all to whom he or the county court has granted 
licenses. 

If the tax book for the year be not returned by the Tax book, 
assessor, the clerk of said court shall deliver to the sheriff 
the tax book of the previous year. By this book the sheriff 
and auditor shall be governed in the collection and payment 
of the tax into the treasury for that year. 

The sheriff is, ex officio, collector of the revenue. If he sheriff, ct 
fails to execute bond with surety, or to pay into the trea- "fj^^; °'''' 
sury within the prescribed time the whole revenue due the 
state, and collected by him, he shall forfeit his office. 

"When a sheriff fails to give bond, the county court shall 
appoint a collector for that year. 

The sheriff from 1st of June in each year shall collect 
the taxes due in his county. 

The cashier of a bank or treasurer of any other institu-- stock com- 
tion whose stock is taxed, shall pay into the treasury the p™'^^' 
amount of tax due. If not, the cashier and sureties shall 
be liable for the same and twenty per cent on the amount, 
and the bank or corporation shall forfeit its charter. 
8 
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Eailroad, bridge and turnpike companies, in •which the 
state is a stockholder, shall annually settle their affairs. A 
copy of the statement and bond of the -treasurer shall be 
sent to the auditor of the state. 

The lands of non-residents shall be listed with the audi- 
tor of public accounts, in a book for that purpose. If not 
so entered, they shall be forfeited to the state. 

The auditor may administer an oath to the persons enter- 
ing lands with him for taxation, and require from such 
persons a description of each tract of land and probable 
value, and from such statement or other evidence, assess 
the value without reference to validity of title ; which valu- 
ation shall stand for three years, when a new estimate shall 
be made. 

Non-residents thinking themselves aggrieved by the valu- 
ation, may apply to the county court of the county where 
the seat of government is, and on evidence of true value, 
have the valuation corrected. 

If taxes of non-resident lands are not paid by the 10th 
of February in each year, fifty per cent is added the first 
year; the tax is doubled the second, and if not paid for 
three consecutive years, the tax the third year is one hun- 
dred per cent The auditor shall then advertise tlie lands 
and if tax be not paid before three months, the title vests 
in the state, subject however within one year to redemp- 
tion. 



LOUISIANA. 

Tax offl- Assessor for each Parisli (48 Parishes in the State), except the City of 

Cera. New Orleans whicli elects four, and the portion of the Parish of 

Orleans on the right bank of the Mississippi, which elects one. 
Auditor of Public Accounts. 
Recorder of each Parish, except Parish of Orleans. 
Justices of the Peace. 

Sheriff in each Parish (and, ex officio, Collector), except in City of New 
Orleans and Parish of Orleans on right bank of river wliich elect 
Collectors. 

Assessor. The assessor of each parish shall between April and 
October in each year, ascertain all the taxable persons 
(whether taxable for licenses or on property, or both), and 
property in the parish. 

Duties. He is required to interrogate on oath every tax-payer as 

to all objects of taxation. 

If owner or occupant be absent, or non-resident in parish 
or unknown, the property shall be assessed by the assessor 
on best information. He shall also assess omitted property 
for the whole period of omission. 
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The board of assessors for tlio'city of New Orleans shall 
revise and fix the valuation of the property, from time to 
time, that may be assessed by each of tlie assessors compos- 
ing the board, and shall make a separate assessment roll for 
each representative district. 

The auditor of public accounts shall furnish to the asses- Assessment 
sor of each parish or assessment district, an assessment roll SshcT 
containing the objects of taxation, the number of acres in 
sugar, cotton, rice and corn, also columns for these articles 
designating non-resident lands separately. 

A statement on oatb, of their real estate and capital ?'**™o"^. 
stocks, shall be made annually, to the assessor of the parish tJons. 
where the corporation is liable to be taxed, by the officers 
or agents of stock or moneyed corporations. 

If any person refuses or fails to render his list of taxa- Failure to 
ble property, the assessor shall assess on his own informa- ^'^'• 
tion. 

The assessors shall annually, make three sworn copies copies of 
of their assessment rolls, to be delivered by the board of ^'fj^"*™™' 
assessors in the city of New Orleans, to the recorder of the 
district in which the district assessor may be situated ; and 
for that part of the parish of Orleans on the right bank of 
the Mississippi to the justice of peace of that district; and 
by the assessors of all the other parishes in the state to the 
parish recorder. 

Public notice shall be given of the lodgment of the rolls 
by the assessors so that any aggrieved person may appeal in 
writing, stating the corrections desired. 

On this appeal, the recorder, justice or parish -recorder Appeal, 
shall correct all errors ; but he shall not reduce amount of 
any assessment without notice to the assessor of his parish, 
and the assessor shall examine such claim for reduction and 
confer with the recorder or justice as to its correctness ; all 
omissions or errors in the additions may also be corrected. 

The recorder, justice or parish recorder shall in each of parish""^ 
the copies of the assessment roll set in one additional col- taxes, 
umn the state taxes, and in another those for parish pur- 
poses. 

They shall retain one of the copies among the records of 
their offices, and shall forward one to the auditor of public 
accounts and deliver one to the tax collectors of the parish ^^o^'^ctor. 
of Orleans, and of the other parishes, with a warrant under 
their hands and seals, commanding the collectors to collect 
from the persons named therein, the sums assessed to them 
respectively. 

The amount of rolls thus delivered shall be charged ^T^fJ^f °^ 
against the collector which he shall be presumed to have 
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collected at the period required by law, to make his final 
settlement with the state treasurer. 

'The recorders of each parish shall procure from tlie Uni- 
ted States and state land offices, an abstract of all lands in 
their respective parishes which have been disposed of, with' 
name and date, and to whom and when sold. 

Such abstract, or descriptive list shall be filed in the 
recorder's ofBce to enable the asses.sors to make a full and 
correct return of all lands held or claimed b_y non-residents. 
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MAINE. 

Assessors, three or more for each Town. 

State Treasurer. 

County Treasurer. 

Town Treasurer. 

County Commissioners. 

Collector. 

Sheriff. 

Constable. 

"When a state tax is ordered by the legislature, the 
treasurer of state shall forthwith send his warrants to the 
municipal officers of each town or other place in this state, 
requiring them to assess on the polls and estates of each, 
its proportion of state tax ; and the amount of such pro- 
portion shall be stated in the warrant. 

The treasurer in his warrant shall require said offtcers to 
make a fixir list of their assessments. 

The assessors of towns, plantations, school districts, 
parishes and religious societies shall not be responsible for 
the assessment of any tax which they are required to 
assess, but the liability shall rest solely with the corpora- 
tions for whose benefit the ta.K was assessed, and the 
assessors shall be responsible only for their own faithful- 
ness and integrity. 

Lands not exempt, and not liable to be assessed in any 
town, may be taxed by the legislature for a just propor- 
tion of state and county taxes. 

Such lands may be assessed by the county commission- 
ers according to the last state valuation, for a due propor- 
tion of county taxes. Lists of such taxes, inclnding those 
made on account of highways, shall be forthwith certified 
and transmitted by the county treasurer to the treasurer 
of state. The treasurer of state shall, in his books, give 
credit to the county treasurer for the amount of each such 
assessment; and when paid to him shall certify to the 
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county treasurer the nmount of tax and interest so paid, 
annually, on the first Monday in January. 

The treasurer of state shall publish the lists of state and j^J'^'JfJ'i'i^^ 
county taxes, and the lands shall be held to the state for ii"t"of state 
the payment of such taxes, with interest at the rate of uLT'""'''' 
twenty per cent at the expiration of one year from date 
of assessment. If in two years the taxes are not paid, the 
lands are forfeited, and shall be sold by the treasurer of 
state, at public auction, in September, annually. The 
owner may pay the. tax before sale or redeem wjthin one year 
from the purchaser. 

Tfle treasurer of state shall send warrants to the eberiffs, state tax 
who shall transmit them to the assessors of the towns for 
assessments on towns of state tax. 

The county commissioners shall make annual estimates Asieument 
for county purposes, which shall be recorded by their ^ateTpfS.' 
clerk, and an attested copy sent to the secretary of state ^^"taateB 
annually, to be laid before the legislature. 

The said commissioners shall apportion upon the toM'ns Assessment 

,, ^ , -I . S J. j.\. '^ ■ warrants. 

the county tax, and issue warrants to the assessors, requir- 
ing them forthwith to assess the amount and commit the 
assessment to the constable or collector for collection. 

Before making any assessment, the assessors shall give Notice to 
public notice to the inhabitants of the town, to bring in '^'' 
sworn lists of their polls and taxable property, real and 
personal. 

If no lists are brought, no abatement of taxes can be 
applied for to the county commissioners by any person. 

The assessors may require such lists to be on oath, and Lists to be 
they shall then be taken as true, unless the person making oaih. ™ 
them shall refuse to answer all proper inquiries in relation 
to the nature and situation of his property, and if required, 
make written oath to the same before a majority of the 
assessors. 

The assessors for the time being, on application, within Abatement, 
two yeai's from the assessment, may make a reasonable 
abatement. 

If they refuse such abatement, the applicant may appeal Appeal. 
to the county commissioners,, and,, if appeal be just they 
shall relieve him. 

The assessors shall assess upon the polls and estates in Assessors' 
their town, all town taxes and their due proportion of any 
state or county tax; make perfect lists thereof and commit 
the same to the constable or collector of their town, if any, 
otherwise to the sheriff or deputy, with a warrant under 
their hands. 
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They shall make a record of their assessment and invoice, 
and valuation from whicii it was made, and before the taxes 
are committed for collection, they sliall deposit it or a co}iy 
ill the assessor's office, if any ; otherwise with the town 
clerk, there to remain. 

When they have assessed any county tax and committed 
it to the proper officer for collection, they shall return to 
the county treasurer a certificate thereof, with the name of 
such officer. In the case of a state tax they shall return a 
\ike certilicate to the state treasurer; and if not done and 
any part of the tax remains unpaid for sixty days after the 
time fixed for payment, the said treasurer shall issue his 
warrant to the sheriffor deputy to collect the sum unpaid 
of the inhabitants of the town or place. 

If no assessors are chosen by the towns, or not a suffi- 
cient number accept the office, the selectmen shall be the 
assessors. When neither assessors nor selectmen accept, 
the county commissioners may appoint three or more suit- 
able persons in the county, to be assessors. 

If the inhabitants of a town, of which a state tax is re- 
quired, neglect for five months after state treasurer's war- 
rant for assessing it, to choose assessors, said treasurer shall 
is.sue his warrant to the sheriff", who shall levy the said tax. 

So of a county tax, or neglect aforesaid, the county trea- 
surer shall empower the sheriff to levy. 

If the inhabitants of a town of whom a state or county 
tax is required, choose assessors who neglect to assess or 
re-assess on failure of a collector and certify to it, and the 
estates of such assessors are insufficient to pay such taxes, 
the treasurer of the state or county (as the case may be) 
shall issue his warrant to the sheriff" who shall levy by dis- 
tress and sale such deficiency on the real and. personal estate 
of such inhabitants. 

When any town line so divides any farm that the dwell- 
ing-house on said farm is in one town and the barns and 
out-buildings, or any part of them are in another town, all 
mule.s, horses, neat stock, sheep or swine kept on such farm 
for the use and benefit of the same, shall be taxed in the 
town where the dwelling house is located. 

Plantations taxed are vested with the powers of towns 
in choosing clerks, assessors and collectors of taxes. 

When a tax is laid on a place not incorporated, the coun- 
ty commissioners may cause it to be organized as a planta- 
tion. The assessors shall take a list of the ratable polls and 
a valuation of the estates of the inhabitants of the planta- 
tion. The plantations are empowered to choose constables 
and collectors. 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS— MAINE. 63 

Collectors may be chosen by the towns, if not, the con- coiiectora. 
stables shall collect the taxes. 

The town shall pay the sums due from its collector, if 
he fails to pay, and for this purpose shall be re-assessed. 

The county commissioners of the several counties con- co™ty_ 
taining unincorporated townships, shall, in March every sionurs to 
five years, determine from the United States census, when every'avT 
it shall have been taken the preceding year, and by actual Jownehips' 
enumeration when such census has not been so taken, what havenoL 
townships have not less than two hundred and fifty inhiab- sao^nCbi- 
itants, and thereupon a description and designation thereof j""'^' 
shall be made, and returned to the secretary of state to be secr"tary'of 
by him recorded. " ^'''"'' 

Immediately after makina: the returns required, said Townships 

.-' . 111° 1 1 ^ ■ ' , to be organ- 

county commissioners shall cause such plantations to be izeci as 
organized (by those qualified to vote for governor choosing p'"'^''"''"'^- 
the officers of such plantation,) and thereupon all the gen- 
eral laws of this state, applicable to organized plantations, 
shall be in force and apply to the plantation to which this 
act relates. 

The assessor, who shall be first chosen in such planta- Assessors 
tions shall immediately take an inventory of the polls, and uatfo'n a™d 
valuation of the property therein, as inventories and valua- "J,"'','^'" 
tions are taken in towns, and return them on or betore the commis- 
15th of May following their election, to the county commis- ^"""^'■^' 
sioners of their county, who shall have power to examine toteex- 
and correct the same in such a planner or shall make said correcfed"* 
valuation conform to the last state valuation, and return a aiidi-etum- 

p 1 11" 1 , ed to stale 

copy 01 such corrected valuation to the state treasurer, and treasurer. 
thereupon their ratable proportion, according to such valu- 
ation, of all state and county taxes, shall be assessed on 
such plantations in the same manner as on towns. 

The assessors of all incorporated towns, not included in Assessors 
the last state valuation, and of all towns which may here- towns not 
after be incorporated, are required to return to the county >'"^''^'^"^- 
commissioners of their county, the original valuation first 
taken in their respective towns, said valuation in all towns 
incorporated prior to the passage of this act, to be returned 
on or before the 15th of May, 1862, and in all towns here- Jj™!^^^^ 
after incorporated, said valuation to be returned on or_ be- 
fore the 15th of May next following their incorporation, 
said valuation to be examined, corrected, and a copy thereof Valuation 
returned to the state treasurer and to become the basis of amined, 
state and county taxes in the same manner as the valua- ^"^tum- 
tions of plantations, as above provided. treasure^r^ 

If the assessors of any town or plantation neglect to proceed- 
make and return such valuation within the time specified, . tags on 
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the county commissioners shall appoint three suitable per- 
sons of the county to be a.ssessors therein, wlio shall bo 
sworn and make and return the inventory and valuation 
required, within the time fixed by said commissioners; and 
such valuation shall be examined corrected and a copy 
thereof returned to the state treasurer, and become the basis 
of the assessment of state and county taxes in the same 
manner as if the valuation had been taken by assessors 
chosen by said town or plantation. 
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MARYLAND. 

TaxofScere. The Governor. 

Collectors, sx officio, Assessors. 
Appeal Tax Court. 
County Commissioners. 
Register, City of Baltimore. 

Collectors of taxes for every county (and one for the city 
of Baltimore), are appointed annually by the county com- 
missioners. 

Every collector and deputy shall annually inform him- 
self of all taxable property in his county, district or city, 
omitted in the assessment and all since, and value the same 
and return to the county commissioners or appeal tax court 
of Baltimore city, a written certilicatc of the particulars and 
value thereof, and names of all whose propertj' he shall 
value. Collectors for these purposes are vested with pow- 
ers of assessors, and their valuation is subject to revision 
by county commissioners or appeal tax court. 

Clerks of circuit courts of counties shall each transmit 
annually to county commissioners of his county, a list of 
all alienations of property, mortgages, judgments and de- 
crees recorded in his office, so that the commissioners shall 
assess the parties to whom the property is conveyed or 
money is due. 

Registers of wills shall annually return the property in 
the hands of each executor, administrator or guardian, also 
for assessment to said commissioners or appeal tax court. 

The commissioner of the land office shall annually trans- 
mit to said commissioners, a list of all certificates which 
have been ready for patents, to be laid before the appeal 
tax court. 

The appeal tax court is composed of., at least three per- 
sons, appointed annually by the mayor and city council of 
Baltimore. 

The court shall be sworn and hear appeals, make trans- 
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fers and correct accounts of assessable property charged to 
tax-paj'^ers. 

The county commissioners in the several counties, and state tax. 
mayor and city council of Baltimore, shall annually impose 
a state tax of ten cents on every one hundred dollars' worth 
of assessable property within their jurisdictions according 
to the valuation. 

The said commissioners and appeal tax court shall c^rect Property 
their clerk to record in fit books an account of all property 
of every sort in their county or city, with valuation and 
list of owners, which any person can inspect. 

The said clerk shall transmit to the comptroller annual- netuma. 
\j, a return of the assessments of property in each county 
and the city of Baltimore, and the amount placed in the 
hands of each collector of such county or city. 

If the commissioners and mayor and council of Baltimore Tax board, 
shall fail to impose tlje tax, the clerk of the commissioners po'lnuT 
or register of the city shall give notice to the govenor, who 
shall appoint a tax board of three persons from any part 
of the state, who shall forthwith levy said tax and place it 
in the hands of the collector of tax for such city or county. 

The clerk of the county commissioners or of the appeal corrected 
tax court, or the register of Baltimore shall lay before said " ""^' 
boards the returns of the assessors with the corrections. 

If no collectors shall be appointed as before specified coUoctors. 
(viz., by the county commissioners, or mayor and city 
council of Baltimore), the governor shall appoint them from 
any part of the state. 

Tije clerk of the county commissioners in each county, AssesBment 
and of the appeal tax court in Baltimore, shall keep an 
account of the assessment or rate of taxes on the taxable 
property of his county or city, and how such assessment 
is disposed of, in a book for the purpose, and said clerk 
shall, within ten days after such assessment, deliver a copy 
to the collector of his county or city. 

Every collector receiving such copy shall then proceed collections, 
to collect such taxes. ■ ^ 

The county commissioners, and mayor and city council ^""^^^'io 
of Baltimore, shall levy upon their counties and said city per cent, 
after the collectors have been appointed, such commission 
not exceeding ten per cent on the amount, to be placed in 
the hands of the collectors for collection, as will insure a 
speedy collection of the taxes. 

The officers of banks and other incorporated companies coniora- 
chartered by this state shall, semi-annually, pay to the 
treasurer, the state tax on the capital stock of said banks. 
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Where they have no capital stock so called the property' 
and assets of whatever nature, shall be assessed. 

Savings banlcs also shall pay said tax on their certificates 
of deposit; also incorporated companies issuing bonds, 
certificates or other evidences of debt with interest, for any 
loan contracted, shall pay tax on the aggregate amount of 
the same. 

The holders of the stock loans of the city of Baltimorj 
shall be listed annually by the register to the appeal tax 
court, showing the several amounts held by each stock- 
holder. Said court shall each year correct the list by strik- 
ing out all holders exempt from taxation on said stock, 
and shall deliver one copy to the register and one to the 
comptroller. 

The register shall pay the tax contained in his list to the 
treasurer out of the funds in his hands for payment of the 
interest annually due on the 1st of Jiily. 

If the register fails to list said holders, tbe appeal tax 
court shall ascertain the amount of said stock loans, and 
deliver one copy of a certified statement of said loans and 
assessed value thereof, to the register, and one to the state 
treasurer, and said register shall pay said tax from the 
interest aforesaid. 

There shall be levied a tax of one-tenth of one per cent 
on the public debt of this state owned or held by any resi- 
dent or non-resident assessed at the following valuations: 
So much as bears an interest of six per cent shall be as- 
sessed at par ; of five per cent at eighty-five dollars on the 
one hundred dollars ; of four and a half per cent at eighty 
dollars on the one hundred dollars ; of three per cent, at 
sixty-four dollars on the one hundred dollars ; which as.sess- 
ment shall be made by the treasurer, and the tax collected, 
retaining it out of the interest falling due on the 1st of July 
in each year on the said portion of the public debt. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Three or more A'saessors in each Town, and Assistants, if necessary. 

County Commissioners. 

Collectors. 

The state treasurer shall send his warrants for assessing 
the state tp,x to sheriffs of the dounties, who shall transmit 
thorn to the assessors to whom they are directed. 
_ They shall proceed to assess the taxes for state, county, 
city, town and school districts. 
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If the assessors fail in their duties, the commissioners in 
the respective counties shall appoint oiher persons to per- 
form said duties. 

If within five months from the receipt of the treasurer's wh™ tax 
warrant or certificate from the said commissioners requiring assessed 
the assessment of a tax, the same is not assessed and certi- aed. "'" 
fied, the amount of the tax may be recovered of the city or 
town where the neglect occurs, by treasurer of state or 
county. 

Keepers of taverns, boarding houses, and masters and JPn'^^gj. 
mistresses, shall on penalty of twenty dollars for each aweper- 
offense, on application of the assessor in the place where 
their house is situated, give information of the names of 
all persons residing therein and liable for taxes. 

Before assessment, the assessor shall publicly notify the Notice to 
inhabitants of their respective places, at any of their meet- '° ' 
ings, or by posting, to bring in within a time specified, 
sworn lists of all their polls and estates, both real and per- 
sonal, not exempt from taxation. 

The assessors of each place shall, at the time appointed. Valuation, 
make a fair cash valuation of all the taxable estate therein. 

They shall receive as true the list brought in by each f^^^} '° 
person, unless on being required by the assessors he refuses 
to answer, on oath, all necessary inquiries as to the nature 
and amount of his property. 

The assessors shall ascertain the particulars of the estate, Assessors, 
real and personal, owned or held by any person who has ascertain 
not brought in sach list, and make an estimate of its value P™P^''y- 
on the best information; which shall be entered in the 
valuation, and be conclusive on the persons who have not 
brought in their lists, unless excuse is rendered. 

The assessors shall assess upon the polls, as nearly as Assessing 
may be, one-sixth part of the whole sum to be raised ; but Poii'»='- 
the whole poll tax assessed in one year upon an individual 
for town, county and state purposes (except highway taxes 
separately assessed), shall not exceed one dollar and fifty 
cents ; and the residue of such whole sum shall be appor- 
tioned on property. 

Thev mav add to the amount of a tax to be assessed, Addings 

J J i*rt i/» V per cent, 

such snra not exceeding five per cent thereof, as any irac- 
tional divisions of the amount may render convenient in 
the apportionment. 

They shall make a list of the valuation and assessment '^^°^^^^ 
thereon, and before the taxes assessed are committed for 
collection, shall deposit the same (or an attested copy) in 
their ofiice, or with their chairman for public inspection. 
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The list sball set forth in detail the names of the resi- 
dents assessed, the number of polls, tlie poll tax, the descrip- 
tions of and taxes assessed on the real and personal property, 
and sum total of eacli person's tax; and separately, the 
names of non-resident owners; their abodes, if found, 
descriptions and values of their estates, and the tax thereon. 

In order to secure a uniform description and appraisal 
of estates for purposes of taxation, the secretary of the 
commonwealth shall furnish to each of the cities and towns, 
on or before the 1st of May in each year, blank books for 
the use of the assessors of said cities and towns in the assess- 
ment of taxes, which shall contain blank columns for a valu- 
ation list and blank tables for aggregates. 

The said assessors shall enter in said books the valuation 
and assessment of the polls and estate of the inhabitants 
assessed; they shall! fill up the ta'ble of aggregates, by an 
enumeration of the necessary items included in the lists of 
valuation and assessments, and shall, on or before the 1st 
of October in each of the first four years of each decade, 
deposit in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth 
an attested copy of the same, containing, 

1st. The total number of polls; 2d. The total tax on 
polls; 3d. Total tax on personal estate ; 4th. Total tax on 
real estate ; 5th. Total tax for state, county and town pur- 
poses, including highway tax; 6th. Rate per cent of total 
tax ; 7th. Total valuation of the city or town ; 8th. Total 
number of dwelling houses assessed ; 9th. Total number of 
horses assessed ; 10th. Total number of cows assessed ; 
11th. Total number of sheep assessed; 12th. The total 
number acres of land assessed in the city or town. 

The assessors shall make similar returns in the first four 
years of the last half of each decade, and in every fifth and 
tenth year of each decade, they shall deposit in the office of 
the secretary of the commonwealth, on or before the 1st 
of October, a certified copy, under oath, of the assessors' 
books of those years, and said books thus deposited shall 
contain an aggregate sheet properly filled in accordance 
with the provisions of this act, and certified by the assessors ; 
and in every fifth and tenth year of each decade, the secre- 
tary shall furnish duplicate copies of blank books to the 
cities and towns for the foregoing purposes. 

The secretary of the commonwealth shall furnish, bound 
in the books, a copy of this act, and the required certificates 
to be signed by the assessors, together with such explana- 
tory notes as may be expedient, for the purpose of securing 
uniformity of returns under the several headings; and he 
shall compile and cause to be j)rinted annually for the use 
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of the legislature the aggregate returns from the cities and Aggregate 

. /,*-*. , *^° , V 1-1 . returns. 

towns oi the commonwealth arranged by counties so as to 
exhibit the total valuation of the towns, cities, counties and 
state. 

The assessors of the several cities and towns shall, on Aaeessors 
or before the 1st of September in every third year, return r?turM°to 
to the secretary of the commonwealth, the number and secretary, 
names of the several industrial corporations, and the num- 
ber and names of the banks and insurance companies esta- 
blished in their respective cities and towns, with the amount 
of capital stock owned by each, reckoned at the par value 
thereof, the number of shares, issued, and the amount for 
■whicli the real estate and machinery of manufacturing cor- 
porations are taxed in such cities and towns. Also, the 
number and names of savings banks in such cities and 
towns, ani the whole amount of deposits in each. Also, 
the number of shares in industrial corporations, railroads, 
banks, insurance companies and steamship companies, speci- 
fying the number of shares in each company, which are 
taxed in such cities and towns, and the value of such shares 
as they stand upon the assessors' books. Also, the a*nount 
of deposits in any savings bank, specifying the name thereof, i 

taxed in their respective cities and towns. 

The assessors of each city and town shall, at the same 
time, return to the secretary the name of any other associa- 
tion or corporation organized for loaning money, and esta- 
blished in their respective cities and towns, with the amount 
of their capital stock and deposits, if known, and the amount 
for which they are taxed for every third year. 

The secretary of the commonwealth shall transmit to the B'ank 
several cities and towns, blank forms for the above returns. 
He shall also make a digest of the returns of the assessors secretary 
made to him in conformity with these provisions, for the fi^gtot^ 
use of the legislature, and cause the same to be printed on returns of 

,„ , ^ , „'t- . ,,i-i' 1 ■ assessors. 

or before the 1st ot January in every third year, and in 
addition to the number provided for the legislature shall 
cause one copy of the same to be sent to the clerk of each 
city and town in this commonwealth. 

If any agent or assessor willfully refuses or neglects to Penalty, 
perform any duty required in the above provisions, he 
shall forfeit a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars. 

The assessors shall within a reasonable tim.e commit said 
tax list with their warrant to the collector, or if no collec- 
tor is chosen, to a constable, and if there is no constable, to 
the sheriff or his deputy for collection. 

Every collector of taxes, constable, sheriff or deputy Collectors, 
sheriff, receiving a tax list and warrant from the assessors, 
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shall proceed to collect the taxes therein mentiSned, accord- 
ing to the warrant. 

If the collector fails to collect a tax, without his own de- 
fault, and if there is a deficiency of the amount due on a 
state or county tax, such deficiency shall be supplied by 
him from the proceeds of the collection of city or town 
taxes, if any are in his hands ; and if he have none, by the 
city or town treasurer on the written requisition of the col- 
lector. 



statement ' 
of taxable 
property. 



Contents, 



MICHIGAN. 

TaxolBcerB. State Board of Equalization. 

County Board of Equalization. 
Auditor General. 

Township Board. ^ 

Supervisor of each Township, ex officio, Assessor. 
Two Township Assessors, in addition to the one Supervisor, if the 

electors of the town so determine. 
Township Cleric. 
Township Treasurer, ex officio, Collector. 

Every person of full age and sound mind, and every 
firm, body politic or corporate shall, when called upon by 
the supervisor {ex officio, assessor) of the township where he 
or she resides, forthwith make a statement in writing to 
him, containing a correct description of all the real and 
personal property not exempt and not subject by the laws 
of the state to a specific tax, of which he or she is the owner 
or holder ; and also all money and credits. The details 
of the statement must show the particular description of 
land in tracts, acres, &c. ; all cattle, horses, sheep, hogs, 
over six months old ; all wagons and carriages, gold and 
silver watches ; tVie quantities of all farm produce held by 
producer; all merchandise not included in the last above; 
every musical instrument of the value of twenty-five dollars 
and upwards ; all moneys and credits ; all other personal 
property owned by person ; the amount of money on which 
he pays interest ; and the amount of all other bona fide in- 
debtedness, provided, he desires the same deducted from 
his moneys and credits. 

Each supervisor shall call upon every taxable person in 
his township, at his residence, and furnish him with blank 
forms for the preceding statement, which such person must 
forthwith render, and the supervisor immediately thereafter 
shall proceed to examine the property and estimate and 
set down its true- value. 
Eeftwaito If any person refuses to render statement, the supervi- 
•tSSSsnt. sor shall ascertain the property and value for himself; and 
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shall assess to such person any amount of personal property 
he deems jnst, subject to reduction on review, upon oath, of 
the party in interest or agent. 

The supervisors shall meet in May, to review their assess- correction 
ments; and, on request of any person considering himself Jfo™'"*" 
aggrieved, on sufficient cause, the supervisors may alter 
the same, as to the valuation thereof. 

The assessment roll shall contain the names of the taxa- Aesessment 
ble persons ; a description of the real estate, number of ™^ 
acres, the value of each tract, and aggregate value of the 
personal taxable estate, as appears from the statements in 
possession of the supervisor. 

All non-resident lands shall be entered separately on the 
assessment roll. 

Tiie clerk of each township shall render to the supervi- Town tax. 
sor of his townsiiip a statement of money to be raised for 
township purposes. The board of supervisors shall equalize 
the valuation of the township assessment rolls and make 
alterations in the description of any lands. 

The said board at the time of equalizing as above, shall Board of 
enter on their records the aggregate valuations oi the taxa- ton. 
ble real and personal property of each township in their 
county ; from, which record, the clerk of the board shall in 
eacliyear, when the state board of equalization shall meet, 
transmit to the auditor general a statement of the aggregate 
valuation of the taxable, real and personal property of the 
county, including the aggregate valuation of property in 
each township. 

'The auditor general shall apportion the state tax among state tax. 
the several counties, in proportion to the valuation of tax- 
able property therein, and transmit to the board of super- 
visors the county apportionment, and charge it to the re- 
spective counties. 

The board shall determine the tax for county purposes, 
and apportion it, and also the amount of state tax among 
the townships of the county, in proportion to the valuation 
of the taxable property therein for the year,- as equalized 
by the board. 

The clerk of the board shall on the apportionment, make ^/[^^^Jfj!, 
out two certificates of the amount apportioned to be assess- assess- 
ed on the property of each township, for state and county ™^"'*- 
purposes ; one he shall deliver to the county treasurer, and 
the other to the supervisor of the township, and the coun- 
ty treasurer shall charge the amount specified in each cer- 
tificate to the proper township. 

The supervisor of each township shall proceed to assess Assess- 
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taxes for the amount specified in such certificate, with the 
tax to be raised by his town.ship. 

Tl:e township supervisor shall notify the township trea- 
surer 6f the state and county tax apportioned to his town- 
ship, and the treasurer shall give the county treasurer a 
bond for the performance of his duties, for which a receipt 
shall be given which the township treasurer shall give to 
the supervisor, who shall then deliver to said treasurer the 
corrected township assessment roll, with the year's taxes 
annexed to each valuation, with a warrant to such treasu- 
rer to collect the taxes therein. 

Every township treasurer, on receiving the tax list and 
warrant, shall proceed to collect the aforesaid taxes. 

If the township treasurer neglects or refuses to file his 
bond, and the township board (viz., the supervisor, two 
justices of the peace and township clerk,) fail to appoint a 
treasurer (as they should do if the township treasurer fails 
in his duty) the supervisor shall deliver the tax roll and 
warrant to the sheriff of the county, who shall give bond 
and collect the taxes in like manner as the defaulting trea- 
surer. 

The county treasurer shall enter in his office the state- 
ment of the township treasurer of the lands delinquent for 
taxes and make a transcript thereof and forward it to the 
auditor general. 

Any person having an interest in lands sold by the audi- 
tor general for taxes, except under a tax title, may petition, 
on oath, within two years from the deed, to a circuit court 
commissioner of the county where land is situated, as to 
the taxes having been paid, or of irregularity in the assess- 
ment or other proceedings ; the commissioner shall hear 
all parties interested and render his decision, from which 
either party may appeal to the circuit court of the county 
in which the proceedings are had, who shall also render a 
decision subject to be reviewed by the supreme court. 

The state board of equalization is composed of the 
lieutenant governor, auditor general, secretary of state, 
state treasurer and commissioner of the land office. 

The duty of the board is to equalize every fifth year 
the state assessments. 

They shall examine the tabular statements of the board 
of supervisors ; and after their equalization of the taxes, 
the auditor general shall send a certified transcript of 
their determination to the treasurer of each county, who 
shall publish said transcript. 

The supervisors of each county sh»Il, every fifth year, 
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equalize the assessment rolls of the townships ; and each 
shall make an aggregate of the real and personal property 
of each. 

The clerk of each of said boards shall make out a tabu- Tabular 
lar statement from the aggregate of the several assessment * '"^"'™ ■ 
rolls, of the number of acres and value of the real and 
personal property in each township and vizard as assessed, 
and also the aggregate valuation of the real estate of each 
roll as equalized, and transmit a certified copy thereof to 
the auditor general, who shall lay the same before the 
state board of equalization. 

The assessors may divide their townships into districts Assessors 
for the purpose of ascertaining the taxable property and townliiips 
persons, and assign one district to each assessor ; but such Irfrts''.'^ 
property and persons, and the valuation of such property 
shall be finally determined by them or a majority jointly ; 
and if any assessor shall neglect his duties within his dis- 
trict, the other assessors shall perform them. 

The supervisor of every township in which is assessed f "*Jj°fsor 
the interest of any purchase of university or primary, relative to 
school lands as personal property, shall, on or before the and^pd-'^ 
]st of November in the year when the same was so Snd3°''^°°' 
assessed, transmit to the treasurer of his county a list of 
all such lands, containing a full description thereof with 
the name of the persons to whom respectively the same 
was so assessed. 

The several county treasurers shall return to the state connty 
land office, a statement of all university and primary retnrn7o 
school lands, upon which, from returns made to them by offlce.'et'aie- 
the township treasurers, it appears the taxes assessed "™fj|j^ 
liave not been paid, and cannot be collected ; and the taxeson 
commissioners of the land office shall enter in suitable iJntyuf 
books the description of every parcel of land so returned l°^rT 
to his office, and the taxes assessed on the same. 

The purchaser of any parcel of land so returned, or his Forfeiture 
assignee or legal representative, shall, under pain of for- ITegfert^o 
feiture of interest in such lands and certificates thereof p^^yta^ss. 
on or before the first of July next succeec^tig the time 
when such annual interest is payable, pay to the state 
treasurer the amount of taxes assessed upon any descrip- 
tion of the lands so returned with interest thereon from 
the first day of February following the assessment of the 
same at the rate of fifteen per cent per annum. 

Every parcel of land returned, on which the taxes, in- Forfeiture 
terest and charges are not paid within the required time, ""'"^"^ 



74 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS— MINNESOTA. 



nea;lect to 
pay taxes. 



Supervisor 
to tax pro- 
perty of 
mining 
companies. 



Companies 
to pay state 
tax on ex- 
cess over 
640 acres. 



Description 
of lands to 
be filed. 



Supervisors 
to assess. 



shall be deemed to have been forfeited to the state by the 
purchaser or representatives; and'Shall be subject to sale 
or redemption as other forfeited univei'sity and primary 
school lands now are. 

The supervisors of the diffei-ent townships in the coun- 
ties in the upper peninsula shall assess and collect the 
state taxes on all real and personal property of any mining 
corporations or associations formed under the general 
mining laws of this state, that are not actually carrying 
on and engaged in the business of mining. 

All mining corporations organized under the general 
mining laws of this state, that ai'e actually engaged in the 
business of mining, shall pay a state tax on all their real 
estate that exceeds, in quantity, six hundi-ed and forty 
acres of land ; and to entitle any corporation to the ex- 
emption from taxation of a quantity not exceeding the 
above, they shall file in the county clerk's office of their 
respective counties, a full and complete description of 
said land, with a map and survey. The supervisors of 
the townships where the said lands lie shall assess the 
taxes thereon. The above does not release any corpora- 
tion from any specific tax required by law. 
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MINNESOTA. 

state Board of Equalization. 

County Board of lilqualization. 

County Cocamiasioners. 

Assessors. 

County Treasurer, ex officio, Collector. 

Every person of full age and sound mind, not a mar- 
ried woman, shall deliver to the assessor, when required, 
a sworn statement of all his personal property, exempt 
as well as unexempt, and the county auditor shall deduct 
the exempt property and levy tax on the remainder. 

Such statement shall set forth the number of horses, 
neat cattle, mules, asses, sheep, hogs, and their values; 
every pleasure carriage and its value, and total value of 
all other property he is required to list: provided tiiat 
such person shall exhibit to the assessor the animals and 
other personal property enumerated, the value of such 
property shall be omitted, as the assessor shall, in such 
cases, determine their value without requiring the oath 
of such person as to the value, and he shall only make 
oath to the value of the remainder of the personal pi-o- 
perty he is required to list. 
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Every gold and silver watch and value; every piano 
and value ; the value of such goodsand merchandise such 
person is required to list as a merchant ; materials and 
articles manufactured, he lists as a manufacturer ; and the 
value of moneys and credits required to be listed, includ- 
ing all balances of book, accounts ; the value of the 
moneys invested in bonds, stocks, joint stock companies 
or otherwise. 

The assessor of each township shall leave with every AsseBsor'a 
person resident in his township, of full age (not a married 
woman or insane person), a notice to make out the above 
statements ; and the assessor shall, at the time, receive 
from such person the sworn statement of his personal 
property, as aforesaid. The assessor shall, at the same 
time, deliver to each person being a resident householder 
from whom he shall receive such statement, a notice set- 
ting forth, in appropriate columns, the amounts of per- 
sonal and real property assessed against such person, 
containing a notice of the time and place of meeting of 
the county board of equalization. 

If such person fail from any cause to furnish the state- 
ment, as aforesaid, or make oath to its truth, the assessor 
shall himself ascertain the property and value. 

Every township assessor shall annually deliver to the ,^*f°'f" 
auditor of his county a tabular list of the names of the township 

, , t'' j_ • I • J. I • J 1 assessor to 

taxable persons and property m his township, and also county 
the statements of property from persons required to list. ™<'''"''' 

Every township assessor shall annually, at the time of ^jj' °/j"*' 
taking a list of personal property, also take a list of all 
real property in his township that shall have become sub- 
ject to taxation since the last previous listing, with the 
value thereof; and make return thereof to the auditor 
wiith the return of the personal property. He shall in 
all cases, from actual view and from the best sources 
of information, determine the true value (as near as 
practicable) of each separate tract of real property in his 
district. 

Each assessor shall make, every second year, to the ^'tarn'"''^ 
auditor of his county, a tabular return of the amount, 
description and value of real property subject to be listed 
for taxation in his district. 

The assessors shall, at the time of making the assess- List of 
ment of taxable real property, enter in a separate list pro%y. 
pertinentdescriptionsof all burying grounds, public school 
houses, houses of publiq worship and institutions of 
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public charity, and public buildings and property used 
for public purposes, with the grounds on which said 
hous^, institution or public building is situated, and 
which are exempt from taxaation, and he shall value 
said property at its true value in money designating it in 
its details. 

The county auditors of each county shall, every second 
year, deliver to each assessor in his county an assessment 
roll compiled from the books in his office, containing 
descriptions of the real property in each assessor's town- 
ship, with the name of the owner, and number of acres 
contained therein, and also a map of each township and 
town in such district, and the necessary plat books. 

The county auditor shall report annually to the state 
auditor, a statement of the aggregate value of the taxable 
property in his county, and total amount of taxes for all 
purposes assessed thereon for that year ; also, annually, 
a complete abstract of the duplicate of his county ; also, 
an abstract of the number and value of each of the enu- 
merated articles, the value of merchants' and manufac- 
turers' stock and of all other articles of personal property 
as returned by the township assessors, or as fixed by the 
county board of equalization. 

The county board of equalization is composed of the 
county auditor and county commissioners, or a majority 
of them. They shall meet annually, when they shall 
hear complaints, and equalize the valuation of the real 
estate and personal property of such county. 

Each county auditor shall, every second year, transmit 
to the auditor of state, an abstract of the desciiptioiis 
and values of the real estate of each township in his 
county. 

The state board of equalization shall be composed of 
the governor, secretary of state, state auditor, state trea- 
surer and attorney general. The board shall meet every 
two years, and equalize the value of real propRrty among 
the several counties in the state to its true value in 
money ; but they shall not reduce the aggregate value 
of all the property in state as returned to the county 
auditor more than one per centum on the whole valua- 
tion. When equalization is completed, the state auditor 
shall send a statement to the auditor of the county who 
shall proceed to add to or deduct from each tract or lot of 
real property in his county, the required percentum on the 
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valuation thereof as it stands, after the same shall have 
been equalized by the county board of equalization. 

The state auditor shall annually give notice to each patos 
county auditor, of the rates per centum required by the etateand 
state legislature to be levied for state, school, and other °"'^'''*^^°- 
prescribed purposes, which rates shall be levied by the 
county auditor on the taxable property of each county 
on the duplicate. 

Each county auditor shall make out in a book pre- county^ 
pared as the state auditor shall prescribe, a complete list of n"?."" ^ 
all the taxable property, real and personal, in his county, 
add value thereof, as equalized. After receiving from 
the authorities, statements of the rates or amount of the 
taxes to be levied for the various purposes of \siw for the 
current year, he shall forthwith proceed to determine Determina- 
the sums to be levied on each tract or lot of real property tobe'ieviedL 
(adding any omitted taxes of the previous year), and on 
the amount of personal property listed in his county. 

The county commissioners shall annually determine Amoimt for 
the amount to be raised for county purposes. purposes. 

The town and city clerks shall annually transmit to Township 
the county auditor, the amount to be raised in such town- ^'"p™''^' 
ship or city for that year. 

The state taxes are a lien on all property subject to uen. 
such taxes, on the 1st of August, annually. 

The delinquent list for taxes shall be recorded by the Deiinqnent 
county auditor, an abstract of which list is to be sent to 
his oflice with the settlement sheet of the county treasu- 
rer, and no taxes returned deliquent shall be paid into 
the state treasury, except by the county treasurer. 

'J'he president and cashier of any bank incorporated in sta*;ment 
this state shall make, annually, a written statement of the 
property to the state auditor, who shall assess the taxes 
upon it, and draw annually upon said bank, in favor of 
the state treasurer, for the amount so assessed, which 
shall be paid by tlie said officers or a mandamus shall 
issue. 

All bankers (dealing in coin, shaving notes, &c.), ofh'fX^s, 
brokers and stock-jobbers shall make their statement of trokerB, 
property to the county auditor, who shall enter the same 
for taxation upon the duplicate of the proper county. If 
the statement is not made, the county auditor shall enter 
on the duplicate for taxation, as the amount of capital, 
fifty per cent in addition to the amount of capital stock 
which stock he shall ascertain by competent evidence. 
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The county treasurer shall, iinmediately after receiving 
from the auditor of his county a duplicate of the taxes 
assessed upon the property of such county, give pub- 
lic notice (specifying in it the state, county and town 
taxes?), of the time and place where he or the deputy 
will receive such taxes. He shall attend at the day. and 
thereafter at his office at the seat of justice, unless tiie 
county commissioners shall order his attendance anotiier 
day, not at his office as aforesaid, for convenience of tax- 
payers. 

The county treasurer shall have the same power to 
collect all taxes in his county, heretofore vested in 
the sheriffs, register of deeds, collectors and town or city 
treasurers. 
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MISSISSIPPI. 

Tax officers. Board of Police. 

Auditor of Public Accounta. 
Assessol- of Taxes for each County. 
Slieriff of each County, ex officio, Colleolor. 

An assessor of taxes for each county shall be biennially 
elected. 

Each shall prepare an assessment roll of the names of 
all the taxable inhabitants of the county and each item 
of taxable personal property. 

The assessor shall call on every taxable inhabitant of 
the county for a list of his taxable property, and such 
inhabitant shall deliver to said assessor such list, sworn 
to, with the value of each article, specifying how and by 
what right he holds such property. 

The assessor shall report on oath to the board of 
police, at the first meeting after completing his roll, a 
list of all valuations made by owners of property, which 
are. in his opinion, twenty per cent, below the actual 
cash value of such property, with the names of those 
making them. 

The board of police shall examine said list and on dis- 
covery of palpable under-valuation of property, they 
shall increase the valuation to such standard as they may 
deem just and proper ; and if they deem such valuation 
made willfully to escape taxation, they shall report the 
facts of each case, with the names of those by whom 
made, to the grand jury of the next circuit court of the 
county. 
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Lands shall be assessed every four years, according to J^g^eslea 
the intrinsic value to be judged of by the owner, or one every four 
having possession or charge, on oath. ^^'^"' 

Each assessor shall keep a separate land assessment Landas- 
roli, containing particular descriptions of the land in his roii™''"' 
county. 

State, county and special taxes shall be certified to the 
auditor of public accounts, by the clerk of the board of 
police, vphen the assessment roll shall have been examined 
and copied by him. ^ 

The secretary of state shall annually transmit to the List in 
assessor of each county, a list of all lands entered in his Ifate'T^ "' 
office during the preceding twelve months. "*'"'• 

Every person, resident or non-resident, whether cor- persons 
porate or otherwise, and the agent of such non-resident whwe'they 
having money loaned at interest in this state, or employed reside. 
in the purchase or discount of bonds, notes, or other 
securities for money, shall be taxable for the same where 
such person may reside or have a place of business, or be 
temporarily located at the time of assessment; and if 
such person shall fail or refuse to give in such money, on 
oath, or the assessor thinks he has not rendered a true 
account, he shall assess to him such an amount as he has 
reason to believe correct. 

The president and cashier of any bank in the state, statement 
the capital stock of which is- taxable, shall, annually, 
deliver to the assessor of the county where such bank is 
located, a written statement, under oath, of the taxable 
capital stock paid in ; on failure, the tax shall be assessed 
on the whole capital, authorized by the charter. 

The assessor shall deliver his assessment rolls certified, ^^^6^"™' 
to the clerk of the probate court of his county, in Octo- ™^J^J^J^'| 
her in each year, where they shall remain a month ; any 
person dissatisfied with any assessment may file his objec- 
tions thereto in writing within the month. 

The board of police of each county shall meet in Duties of 
November to hear objections to the assessment and to pouce." 
examine and receive the same; the assessor shall attend, 
and the board shall examine the "assessment rolls and 
determine all exceptions thereto. 

If the board approve the assessment, the clerk shall asTe's^nfent 
send one copy of the roll to the auditor of public nccounts ; r""- 
another to the tax collector, and the third he shall retain 
as a public record in his office. 
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Said rolls having been examined and corrected^ as afore- 
said, shall be final as to the assessments therein. 

Assessments made by any person appointed by the 
board of police for that purpose on failure of the assessor 
to return his assessment, shall be examined by the board, 
who shall hear objections thereto ; and when approved, 
they shall deliver copies to the auditor and collector. 

If the value of any real estate deteriorate or be des- 
troyed, or the ownership change after assessment, the 
board of police may reduce the assessment to the true 
value of the property, or charge the taxes to the pur- 
chaser. 

The collector (the sheriff of each count)') shall assess 
and collect taxes on all taxable land omitted by the 
assessor, and on all liable before the next assessment ; 
and he shall also assess such other persons and property 
as he may find unassessed by the assessor ; and he shall 
report to the board of police a true schedule of the addi- 
tional assessments, a copy of which shall be sent to the 
auditor, who shall charge the amount to said collector. 

Persons having taxable property in counties where they 
do not reside, may pay the taxes to the auditor until the 
last day of February in each year ; and the auditor shall 
transmit to the several collectors a list of such payment. 

On receipt of the assessment roll, the collector shall 
proceed to collect and receive the taxes. All taxes must 
be paid by the 1st of April; and all then unpaid shall 
be collected by the collector by distress and sale of per- 
sonal property ; and if sufficient thereof cannot be found, 
then by sale of land. 

The board of police shall meet annually to receive 
from the collector a sworn report of insolvent and delin- 
quent tax-payers ; they shall allow to the collector such 
taxes as are uncollected through no fault of his, and a 
list of such allowances shall be transmitted to the auditor 
and be credited to the collector. But, notwithstanding 
such allowance, the collector shall, if possible, collect the 
taxes of such insolvent and delinquent tax-payers. 

The board of police of the several counties shall 
appoint auctioneers, who shall give bond with surety for 
the performance of their duties. They shall give to the 
assessor of each county on his demand, or that of the col- 
lector, if the former fails, annually, a statement, on oath, 
of the aggregate amount of all sales at auction made since 
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the last assessment; who shall assess the taxes thereon' 
to such auctioneer, and collect them as in other cases. 

Every hawker or peddler shall give to the assessor of Peddlers, 
his county a statement of his sales since the last assess- 
ment, and the taxes thereon shall be assessed and col- 
lected. 

The assessor or collector, or any justice of the peace of ^g™,™*, 
any county, shall demand of any transient -vendor or traders, 
trader a bond for the payment of imy taxes on sales of 
such persons ; or such officer may receive a deposit of 
money suffitient to pay the taxes on the sale of the 
whole stock ; and such bond or deposit shall be handed 
to the collector, who shall collect the taxes when due ; a 
statement of which shall be given on oath, and refund 
the surplus of the deposit, if any, and shall put such 
bond in suit, if necessary. 

If any assessor shall suspect that any merchant, auc- Merchants 
tioneer, hawker, peddler, trader, or other vendor of mer- peddiere. 
chandise, has removed or departed, or is about to remove *gorde-°^' 
or depart from the county or state without rendering an P*"i"s- 
account of his sales, and paying the taxes thereon, he 
shall immediately assess such person, and if tax not paid, 
he shall seize and distrain the property of such person to 
an amount sufficient to pay the tax and costs, and shall 
deliver same to the collector, who shall make sale thereof; 
and if any collector shall suspect that any such person 
has removed or departed, or about to remove or depart, 
as aforesaid, after assessment, he shall forthwith collect 
the tax assessed by distress and sale, as in other cases. 

If any person described above shall refuse the afore- Person 
said statement of sales, or cannot be found, the assessor statement, 
or collector shall assess such person at his discretion, ^l^l. 
according to the probable amount of his sales, and from 
such assessment there shall be no appeal. And if the 
person making the assessment shall be dissatisfied with 
the statement given of the amount of such sales, he shall 
assess the person giving such statement for what he con- 
siders the true amount of such sales, which shall be liable 
to correction by the board of police on exceptions, if 
shown to be incorrect. 

11 
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MISSOURI. 

County Court; also acting as Court of Appeals. 
Assessor of each County. 
Sheriff, ex officio, Collector. 

Every assessor shall, at a stated time in each year, go 
through liis county and require every person owning or 
liaving charge of taxable property, except meiciiandise, 
on the 1st of September in each year, and beingin or out of 
the county, to deliver to liini a written list of the same ; 
and every such person shall deliver such list, on oath, 
particularly describing the lands ; and shall also deliver 
a list of all taxable property he owns or has charge of in 
any other county and not then listud, and given in for 
taxation in that year in such other county. 

The assessor, as soon as he has com[tleted his assess- 
ment, shall make out from the above lists, distinct lists 
for each county in which any such taxable property may 
be, and transmit the same to the assessor of the proper 
county, who shall assess the same as other taxable pro- 
perty therein, if not before assessed for the same year. 

When the list thus transmitted from one assessor to 
another shall not be received by the proper assessor 
before he has made return of his tax book to the court, 
he shall without delay assess the property contained in 
such list, and make return thereof to the court in a sup- 
plemental tax book, which shall be proceeded on, as 
nearly as may be, as the oiiginal. If the list be not given 
to the assessor in ten days from notice, the property is 
taxed double. 

If any person gives to the assessor a false or fraudulent 
list, the property therein specified, and all that ought to 
have been listed therein, sliall be taxed triple, and the 
offender may be fined. 

When no list is given, the assessor shall himself make 
out the list on his own view or on information. 

Owners of bank stock need not list it, but the president 
of the bank, or other chief officer, shall deliver the assessor 
a list of all shares of stock and names of the owners. The 
taxes assessed shall be paid by the corporation, and they 
may recover from the owners of the shares the amounts 
paid or deduct it from the dividends. 

The recorder of each county shall annually furnish the 
clerk of the county court with an abstract of all convey- 
ances recorded during the preceding year; said clerk 
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shall deliver to the assessor annually the tax book of the anccs re- 
preceding year, tlie above abstract, and taxable lands ""'^"^ 
Xurnished by register of lands, and assessor after com- 
pleting his assessment and making tax book for the year, 
shall return said documents to the clerk. 

The county court shall obtain from the United States 
land offices plats of towrnships in its county, and the 
register of .lands shall procure from said land offices, or 
the general land office at Washington city, additional lists 
of lands sold each year and certify them to the counties 
in which the lands lie; said court shall add them to the 
maps, and the assessors shall have free access to said 
maps. 

The assessor shall, from the list delivered to him by Tax book, 
owners of property, the abstract from the recorder, the 
list of lands furnished by the register of lands and said 
maps and plots, and all sources of inquiry, make a com- 
plete list of all the taxable property in his county, to be 
called the tax book. 

The assessor shall deliver to the county court a copy 
of this tax book, on oath, as to its correctness. 

The county court of each county shall, on the third conrtof 
Monday in February, after the assessor has returned the 
tax book, hear and (determine all appeals from the valua- 
tion of property by the assessor. 

The tax book shall be open for inspection in the office 
of the clerk of the county court for ten days before the 
session of the court of appeals ; every one aggrieved shall 
appeal to said court. 

If the session of the said court is not held at the re- when 
quired time, the said clerk and two justices of the peace jittkesto 
of the county shall hold a court of appeals. '^°^'^ ™"'''- 

Afterthetax bookis corrected and adiiisted as aboveand copy of tax 
the county tax stated, the clerk of the county court shall 
deliver to the collector an authenticated copy, and at the 
same time make out and certify an authenticated aggre- 
gate abstract of the tax book. 

The county court of each county shall determine all ^3™"^^'',,^ 
errors of assessment at any term of said court, before the 
tax is paid, on application of persons who show, by affi- 
davit, cause for non-attendance on court of appeals. 

Every sheriff'is, ex officio, collector within his county for collector, 
two years, and shall give bond and security to the state 
for two faithful performance of his duties. 
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As soon as may be after the tax book of eaci) year has 
been corrected and adjusted and the amount of county 
tax stated, the clerk of tlie county court sln»ll deliver the 
same to the proper collector who shall proceed to collect 
the taxes. 

The several county courts are authorized to hear and 
determine all allegations aud erroneous assessments of 
lauds for taxes, and shall correct the same on tlie books 
of the proper assessor and those of the register of lands. 

The said courts are empoweriul to levy sums for county 
purposes by a tax on all pro[)eity and licenses made taxa- 
ble for state purposes, but the county tax shall in uo case 
exceed the state tax more than one hundred per centum 
fur the same tune. 
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NEBRASKA. 

Territorial Board of Equalization. 

Comity Board of Equalization. 

County Commissioners. • 

Assessor of eacli County. 

County Treasurer, ex officio, Collector. 

All taxable property (personal and real) shall be listed 
and valued each year. 

In the assessment of real property, used and occupied 
exclusively for agricultural purposes, and other than city, 
town or village lots, the assessor shall not value the same 
higiier by reason of any improvements thereon, made ex- 
clusively for agricultural purposes, unless such improve- 
ments exceed one thousand dollars, wtien such excess only 
shall be assessed. 

Tlie list that each inhabitant of the territory, of full 
age and sound mind, is required to make, shall contain 
his lands and town lots and person 1 property by particu- 
lars, and shall be signed and swo n to. 

If such perso.n (ails to render a list, the assessor shall 
ascertain the prope ty in question, and, to this end, may 
take evidence, and any [)e son refusing to swear to this 
list shall have fifty per cent added by the county boaid 
of equalization to the amount of [) operty returned by the 
assessor as the list of such pe son. 

The pioperty of cor[)orations or companies construct- 
ing canals, railways, &c., is taxed thiough the shares of 
the stockholders. 
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In April, annually, the assessor slinll deliver to the Asecesmcnt 
county clerk an nssessment loll containing, in tabular ™"' 
form, the names of iiersons and bodies corporate, in whose 
names property luis been listed in the county, with the 
several species of p o[)erty and value. 

After the roll is (iied, the county clerk shall make out Abstract. 
an abstract thereof, containing the whole number of acres 
of land listed in the county and total value ; the total 
valuation of town lots ; the amount of property invested 
in meichandise and miinufactuies ; the number of horses, 
inules, asses, sheep, swiue, and the total value oTeacli ; the 
g OSS amount of all other personal pi ope ty, with money 
and credits; which abstract the clerk shall send to the 
auditor of the tcritory. 

Th^teri'itorial boiird of equalization is composed of the Tem'tomi 
territorial auditor and treasu er ; and it is their duty, an- cqnaiiza- 
niially, to exaiuine the various county assessments, a* for '"*"" 
as regards the territoiial tax, and equalize the valuati n 
of real estate in the several counties and decide on the 
rate of territorial tax to be levied in each comity, but not 
to exceed one and a half mills on the dollar. What 
would have been the aggiegale amount of valuation had 
no equalization been made, shall be [neserved unchanged 
as far as practicable. 

In June the territorial auditor siiall transmit to the stntemcTit 
county clerk of each county a statement of the chang<?s invaination 
in the assessment or valuation of real estate, and of the llfter'incf 
rate of taxati(Ui required m said county for the territorial tf™ 'In''""^ 
tax as directed to be levied and collected by the territo- <""i.i'y f"'' 
rial board or equalization ; and it said board shall tail to tax. 
fix the rate of taxation in any or all the counties, then 
the auditor is required to notify the county clerk that the 
rate to be levied and collected in the counties is at 
the rate of three mills on the dollar of the equalized 
valuation of property in the county. 

The county board of equalization is formed by the connty 

■ • mi in i. Hi- hoard of 

county commissioners, ihey siiall meet annually at a equaiiza. 
slaled lime at the county seat, to correct errors and ''""• 
giievancea in the assessment roll in their county. 

At another stated time the county commissioners shall 
meet at the county seat to levy the uecessary taxes for 
the current year. 

The county treasurer of each connty shall be the col- CoUector. 
lector of the ta.xes; aud it is his duty to attend at the 
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county seat at all times to receive the taxes not yet paid 
and he is required to collect the taxes of former years. 

As soon as practicable after the taxes are levied, the 
county clerk shall make out a tabular tax list of lands, 
town lots and personal property, with the valuation, and 
the amount of the several taxes for territorial, county, 
school and road purposes, and the delinquent taxes, which 
list shall be kept by the said clerk, as the property of the 
county; the clerk shall also prepare a duplicate of the 
tax list for his county and deliver the same to the county 
treasurer by a specified time. 

The county commissioners shall attach to the lists, 
their warrants requiring the treasurer to collect the taxes 
therein levied ; and such list shall be full authority for 
such collection. 



Tax offi- 
cers. 



Board of 
county 
commis- 
sionera to 
assess for 
county 
purposes. 
Assessors- 



List. 



List of 
property in 
otlier coun- 
ties. 



Stockhold- 
ers not to 



NEVADA. 

Board of Commissioners of each County. 
Board of Equalization. 
Assessors for eacli County. 
Collector. 

The board of commissioners of each county, shall annu- 
allyassess the amount of taxes levied for county purposes; 
and by a specified time prepare for the assessor, suitable 
beoks for his assessment roll. 

The assessor for each county shall annually, between 
March and August, ascertain all taxable property in his 
county, real and personal, and names of all persons, firms 
and corporations owning or possessing said property, and 
he shall then determine its full cash value, and list and 
assess the same to such persons. For this purpose he 
shall demand a sworn statement of such property from 
such persons, and if they neglect or refuse, or be absent 
or are unknown, the assessor shall make an estimate of 
the value which shall not be reduced by the board of 
equalization. 

All persons, must also deliver a list of their property 
in other counties, which has not been there assessed, 
when the other lists are given ; and the assessor makes 
out from such lists, a list for each county and transmits 
it to the assessor of the proper county who assesses the 
property named in such list. 

The owner or holder of stock invested in property 
which is assessed, or the capital of which is assessed shall 
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not be assessed individually for such stools, nor shall any beindividu- 
person having an interest in any firm be individually ed?'''^^''''" 
assessed for the firm property, if such property is assessed 
to tlie firm. 

Tlie assessor shall prepare a tax list or assessment roll ^J"=s3ment 
containing all the real and personal estate of the county 
and make a map of jissessed city lots and blocks ; lie 
sliiill by a specified time complete his list and when cer- 
tified, deliver it to the clerk of the board of commission- 
ers who shall publish the fact specifying the time of 
meeting of the -board of equalization. 

The board of equalization (composed of the county Boardof 
commissioners) meets annually in August and hears com- S"*" 
plaints, and equalizes the valuation of assessed property 
by addition or deduction. Those persons who did not 
appear before the board in August, and whose valuations 
were added to, may appear at the second meeting of the 
board in November, and on affidavit that he had no 
knowledge of such increased valuation, shall be heard, 
and the determination then of the board shall be final; 
and the auditor shall make the changes and corrections 
on the original assessment roll, and report such changes 
to the auditor of the territory. 

Tlie assessor shall attend the board and also there- Assessor to 
corder of the county, with an abstract of all unsatisfied board, 
mortgages and liens recorded in his office. 

The assessment roll so corrected, is then delivered to 
the county auditor who enters the total valuation of each 
description of property on the roll, and on or before the 
third Monday in September as to the original assessment 
roll, and on or before the second Monday in November as 
to the subsequent assessment roll, he shall deliver a true ^g^Pg^'^'^nt 
copy of the corrected roll to be styled a "duplicate as- roii. 
sessment roll" with territorial, county and other taxes 
and totals of taxes to each person, carried out in separate 
money columns, with his certificate attached, and map 
or plat book to the collector. 

The collector of ench county shall accompany the as- collector to 

1 J.I J. r i. e n accompany 

sessor, and on the entry oi any assessment oi movable assesBor. 
personal property, to any person, firm or corporation, 
who does not own real estate in the county, shall de- 
mand payment of the taxes on the same ; and if it is 
refused or neglected, he shall seize suflficient personal 
property of the defaulting party and sell it to satisijt the 
taxes and costs. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The Selectmen of each Town, Assessors. 

Collectors, State and County Treasurers, Assessors (in certain cases). 

Sheriffs Collectors (in certain oases). 

The selectmen of each town shall annually in April 
take an invoice of all the polls and property liable on the 
first day of the month to be taxed. They'shall give pub- 
lic notice that they will receive an account of such polls 
and property, and may make personal application to the 
inhabitants, and to any one having care of taxable pro- 
perty, and to officers of corporations. 

All taxable persons shall exhibit to the selectmen at 
the time and place appointed, or on such application, 
true accounts of the polls and property for which they 
are taxable, on oath if required by the selectmen. 

If such persons neglect or refuse the account, the 
selectmen shall set down to them as doomage* what they 
deem equitable, which shall be conclusive, unless such 
persons show, on oath, it was not in his power to exhibit 
such account. 

If he oimits willfully any taxable portions of his estate, 
the selectmen shall assess him that year four times as 
much as that estate if given in would have been taxable. 

Any principal officer of every corporation shall on 
application furnish an account in writing (on oath if 
required) of all its ratable estate, and a like account of 
all shares and deposits therein owned by any person, resi- 
dent or corporation established out of the state, or by 
any inhabitant of the town of which the person apply- 
ing is selectman, its value, whether mortgaged or pledged, 
or not. 

If the officer neglect or refuse, the corporation may be 
doomed like individuals; and if property is omitted will- 
fully, the corporation may be assessed fourfold therefor, 
like individuals. 

All taxes for the year following shall be assessed on 
the invoice aforesaid. The assessors shall seasonably 
assess all state and county taxes for which they shall have 
the warrants of the state and county treasurer respec- 



* A penalty or fine for neglect. 
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tively, all taxes voted in their towns and all school taxes, 
and include them all in one assessment. 

A record shall be made of every invoice taken by the Record of 
selectmen, and of all taxes assessed by them, in a book ana taxes. 
of records of the doings of selectmen in their office, 
which shall be the property of the town ; such invoice 
and assessments shall be recorded by the town clerk, and 
be open to public inspection. 

The selectmen shall return to the state and county Return of 
treasurers the names of the collectors, date of their war- "oi'ieutors. 
rants, and the amount they are to pay such treasurers, 
and at what times. 

A list of all taxes bv them assessed' shall be made bv List by 

,, • . , ■' , 1 ii • 1 1 1 1 asfiesBors. 

the assessors, wuh a warrant under their hand and seals 
to the collector of such towns requiring him to collect 
the same, and pay over to the state and county treasureis 
and to the selectmen or town treasurer such sums, at 
such times as are therein described. 

The selectmen shall transmit to the secretary of state inventory 
every four years for the current and preceding year, an ostates!"'"^ 
entire inventory of the polls and ratable estates of the yeS'"""^ 
several towns and places in the state, under a penalty. 

The secretary shall make an abstract of the amounts Abstract, 
of the several inventories, arrange the same by counties 
and lay before the legislature three hundred copies 
thereof. 

The selectmen on good cause shown may abate any tax. Abatement 
If they neglect or refuse, any person having rendered the Beiectmeu. 
account of his taxable property to the selectmen, as pre- 
scribed by law, may, within nine months after notice of 
such tax, and not afterwards, petition the court (f com- if not, by' 
mon pleas in the same county, who shall make such order com. pieas. 
as justice requires. 

One or more collectors are chosen by major vote of collector, 
every town, and shall proceed to collect the taxes, when 
they receive the aforesaid tax list and warrant from the 
selectmen. 

When no selectmen are elected in any incorporated JJ'e'Ism-er to 
place, or the name of any collector of taxes of such place ^J|^?^'t^"'' 
is not returned by the proper time to the state or county collect. 
treasurer, such treasurer shall assess the taxes apportioned 
to such place and commit the collection to the sheriff of 
the county where such place is situate. 

If any tax officer neglect or refuse to perform his duties, nefnsai or 
he shall be liable to an extent which shall be deemed to SS' officer. 
12 
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NEW JERSEY. 

Assessor for each Township. 
Commissioners of Appeal. 
Coimty Collector. 
Township Collector. 
Justice of the Peace. 

The assessor of every township or ward shall, at a 
stated time, annually, ascertain the names of all taxable 
persons and property in his jurisdiction, and set them 
down in his duplicate. 

If any taxable person shall swear, before the assessment 
is completed, that the value of his property does not 
exceed a certain specified sUm, the assessor shall value at 
that sum : if he does not swear previous to assessment, 
he shall make such oath, or show by other evidence, be- 
fore the commissioners of appeal, who shall reduce the 
assessment to that sum. 

When an assessment is directed for state or county pur- 
poses, the assessors of the several townships and wards in 
every county shall meet at the place of holding the county 
court, and thereby adjust the qunta to be levied in each 
township or ward ; they shall make out two abstractrs of 
the value of the taxable real and personal pr perty in 
each township or ward, and deliver them to the county 
collector, who shall' lay one before the legislature ; and 
said assessors shall also deliver to the township collector 
a true duplicate of said assessment. 

The commissioners of appeal shall, at times appointed 
by them, convene for the discharge of their duties ; the 
assessor who made the assessment appealed from, shall 
attend to support the assessment; and the judgment 
which the commissioners render shall be final and conclu- 
sive, so far as regards the valuation of the property. 

Any court in certiorari will review an assessment so far 
as to correct one made on erroneous principles ; but they 
will not review the judgment of the assessor or commis- 
sioners of appeal on the mere valuation of the property. 

The remedy for any error in that, is by apjieal to the 
commissioners, not by certiorari. 

A certioraii will lie, although the prosecution did not 
apply to the commissioners for relief; but neglecting to 
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apply will sometimes be good ground for refusing the 
writ. 

All taxable stocks are to be assessed at their actual ^'°*' 
value. If assessed beyond, the remedy is by appeal to 
the commissioners. 

If any assessor shall fail to attend the meeting of the 
assessors of the county, a majority shall proceed to busi- 
ness, and shall levy the required tax on the township of 
the non-attending assessor. 

The collector of every township shall give public notice Notice by 
of said tax, and that if not paid by a certain day the ™"™'"''- 
defaulter with the tax will be returned to a justice of 
the peace fur prosecution ; notice shall also be given 
of the time and place of the meeting of the commissioners 
of appeal. 

The township collector shall, after the receipt of the Demanding 
duplicate, demand payment o'f the tax assessed on each tax"™ 
person in his township at a specified time and also give 
notice of the meeting of said commissioners. 

If the taxes are not paid at the appointed time, the Delinquent 
township collector shall make a list of the names of the "*'' 
delinquents, with the sums due respectively and deliver 
the same to a justice of the peace of the county. 

The iustice shall then deliver to the constable a war- warrant to 
rant, requiring him to levy the tax so in arrear, with 
costs by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the 
delinquent ; if sufficient distress is not found, the delin- 
quent shall be imprisoned. 

The township collector shall pay the tax money col- 
lected by hi in to the county collector, who pays it to the 
treasurer of the state. 



NORTH CAROLINA. 

Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions. TaiofScers. 

. District Board of Valuation. 
County Board of Valuation. 
.Justice of the Peace. 
Cleric of the County Court. 
Sheriff, ex officio, Collector. 

The court of pleas and quarter sessions for each county District 
shall every four years appoint a justice of the peace and vaiuatim. 
two fi-eeholders for each captain's district in the county, 
who shall be styled the district board of valuation of 
their respective districts. If the court fail to appoint or 
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a vacancy occur in the board, any tliree justices of tlie 
peace miiy nvdke the appointments or till the vacancy. 

'J'he board shall ascertain the cash value of every tract 
of land or other real estate, with the improvements in 
their district, by witnesses or otherwise. 

The owner of the land or his ageni (if a non-resident) 
shall, under a penalty, furnish the district board with a 
list, on oath, including land entries, setting forth the 
various tracts ; town lots are to be listed separately and 
each tract and lot separately valued and returned. 

Tiie list of non-resident owners of the district where 
the land is situated or of the agent (if the owner is not a 
resident in the state) after being sworn to, may be trans- 
mitted to the district board of valuation, and if received 
before the board shall be ready to value the land con- 
tained in the list, such list shall be received as tiiongh 
tendered and sworn to, by the owner or agent in person. 

Wiien the board is not furnished with a list sworn to, 
or the owner or agent refuse to answer to thecotrectiiess 
of the statement as to the number of acres, in any tra€t, 
the board may appoint a surveyor for the same. 

The district boards of valuation shall each proceed to 
value all real property in its district and make a sworn 
list of such property and deposit it with the justice of 
peace of the board for public inspection. 

In January after the appointment of the above board, 
the justices of the peace belonging to the district boards 
shall meet at the court house and organize into a county 
board of valuation, to which the district boards shall 
make return of their lists. This board shall compare all 
the lists and re-assess (if necessary) by a uniform stand- 
ard of value any district or any separate tracts or lots 
of land. 

The board shall, on application, correct the land valua- 
tion when it seems too high, and when too low; they 
shall make lists of the tracts or lots and post them in the 
court house at adjournment ; at their next meeting in 
April, they shall liear all complaints of their former ac- 
tion or the original valuation and shall then decide with- 
out appeal. 

The county boards shall then return the corrected lists 
to the clerk of the county court, verified as to the cor- 
rectness of their valuation and the faithfulness of their 
conduct. 

The court of pleas and quarter sessions of each county 
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shall tinnually appoint for encli captiiiii's district, a jus- orafreo- 
tice of tlie peace or a freeiiol *er to take tiie list of taxa- pointea^ 
bie subjects arid tiie nanies of the appointees and tiieir {"Js.''" 
districts shall be advertised, notice of the appointment 
shall be given to the said appointet^s who shall give ade- 
quate notice of time and place where each shall attend 
to receive the list of taxables, and shall swear to the 
faithful performance of his duties before entering on them. 
Each taker shall be furnished with a copy of the re- 
turns made by the last preceding board of valuation of 
real estate in his disti'ict. 

All the pi'operty and other subjects of taxation shall 
be annually taxed. 

The taxes shall annually.be collected and paid, first Ta^s, how 
to the sheriff on all property and subjects of taxation 
required to be listed ; secondly to the sheriff on all pro- 
perty and subjects of taxation not required to be listed, 
but an account of v^'hich is to be rendered, on oath, to the 
sheriff; thirdly to the clerks of courts and to the treasurer 
of the state. 

Every person shall, at the time and place designated ^'^*- 
by the tax-takers, render to the same a list (sworn to) of 
the property, real and personal, required to be listed 
which he owned or held on the 1st of July of the year. 
If he neglects to list on that day, he may do so at any 
time before the lists are returned to the court. 

Every tax-taker shall set down on the blank list (which J^^*!^""^'' 
are furnished him by the clerk of the county court) each 
article or subject of taxation against the names of the 
person listing, and return the same to the said clerk. He 
shall also return to the clerk all required persons failing 
to list, together with a copy of the last assessment of real 
estate in his district. 

The c unty court, on the prescribed oath, may take ^°^^*l^ 
the list (if any person applying to list his taxables at any takeiiet. 
term of such court before the 1st of March. 

If any one shall be charged with more polls or other Duties. 
subjects of laxation than he is liable for, he may apply 
to the county court, who, if they find good cause for 
relief, shall direct the clerk to i-ender a true account, 
which, certified by the clerk, shall be returned to the 
coniftroller, who shall credit the sheriff with the over- 
charge in his settlement of that year. Said court may 
release, on good cause being shown, any person from a 
double tax for failing to list his taxables. 
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If the application for relief be made to the court after 
the sheriff has settled the accounts with the comptroller, 
the court shall, if the applicant is entitled to relief, recnrd 
the cause of complaint and the amount which should be 
refunded the applicant, and deliver a copy, certified by the 
clerk and under seal of the court, to such applicant; 
such copy shall then be sent to the comptroller of the 
state, who shall credit the state treasurer with the amount 
specified, and the treasurer shall then pay the amount to 
be refunded. 

The clerk of the county court, on receiving the returns, 
shall record them, and at the next court shall post a copy 
of the whole in the court house, adding to the taxables 
of each person, the amount for which he is liable. He 
shall also, at a specified time, return to the comptroller 
ail abstract of the same, specifying every object of taxa- 
tion and the amount, as state tax, paid on each subject, 
and the amount paid on the whole. At the same time 
he shall also i-eturn an abstract of the lists of the poor, 
county and school taxes paid in his county. 

The said clerk shall, on or before the 1st day of April, 
in the year ensuing the taking of the lists, deliver to the 
sheriff of the county a copy of the tax lists, which shall 
contain the public tax or tax payable to the public trea- 
surer and the taxes imposed by the justices of the county 
court. 

The sheriff shall, forthwith, proceed to collect said 
taxes. 
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OHIO. 

Auditor of State. 

State Board of Equalization. 

County Board of Equalization for Real Property 

Annual County Board of Equalization for Real and Personal Property. 

Special Board of Equalization for Cincinnati. 

County Commissioners. 

Auditor of the County. 

District Assessor. 

Township Assessor. 

Trustees of Township. 

County Treasurer, ex officio; Collector. 

Every person of full age and sound mind, not a mar- 
ried woman, shall list the real property of which he is 
owner, situate in the county where he resides, the per- 
sonul property of which he is owner, and all moneys in 



moneysf&c. his possession ; and he shall list all moneys loaned, in- 
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vested or otherwise controlled by him as agent or attor- 
ney, and all rnwneys deposited subject to his order, and 
credits due from or owing by any person or body cor- 
porate or politic, whether in or out of the county. The Tmst 
property of every ward shall be listed by his guardian ; Fisted!'^ 
of every wife by her husband ; of every person for whose 
benefit property is held in trust, by the trustee ; of every 
deceased person by the executor or administrator, &c. 

Every person required to list property shall, when sworn 
required, make out and deliver to the assessor a sworn ofpersons. 
statement of all tlie personal property held by him on 
the day next preceding the second Monday in April in the 
year in which the assessment is made, setting forth the 
number of iiorses, neat cattle, mules and asses, sheep 
and hogs, witii the value of each ; all pleasure cairinges, 
and value; the total value of all other articles (provided 
that if such persons shall show the animals and other 
articles of personal property, the value shall be omitted 
in the statement and the assessor shall himself value it, 
without requiring the person's oath as to such value, and 
_ such oath shall extend only to the remainder of the pro- 
perty) ; also, gold and silver watches, pianos and respec- 
tive values ; the value of the property which such person 
is required to list as a merchant, or banker, broker, or 
stock-jobber, or manufacturer; the value of money and 
credits required to be listed, including all balances of 
book accounts; and the value of moneys invested in 
bonds, stocks, joint stock companies or otherwise. If 
there is no personal property which such person is re- 
quired to list, he shall make oath of such fact to the 
assessor. 

Every bank shall annually in May deliver to the asses- BaBkB to 
sor, on demand, a correct statement, on oath, of the presi- assessor 
dent and cashier, or manager or principal accountant, onoatii™' 
setting forth the amount of capital, of undivided profits, 
and the amount loaned to or deposited with such bank ; 
which several amounts shall truly represent the means of 
the bank, and shall be added together, and the gross sum 
shall be deemed the amount of banking property for the 
current year of such bank. 

The assessor shall return to the county auditor the ^|J°™eSt 
statement described above, made by any bank in his 
township or ward, and the amount so returned shall be 
placed on the county duplicate, and taxed as other per- 
sonal property in the same township. 
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If the officei-s of any bank or banking company refuse 
or neglect such statement afoi-esaid, the Assessor of the 
township or wai'd shall ascertain the property himself, 
and return the same to the county auditoi-, and tlie 
amount with fifty per cent added shall be entered on the 
pioper duplicate for taxation. 

Tiie assessor sliull leave notice with the proper officer 
of banks or banking cjmpanies that the above statement 
is rpquircH, 

Every merchant, or manufacturer, shall, when he is 
requii'ed to deliver to the assessor tiic statement of his 
other peisonai property, stale also the value of the pro- 
perty appertaining to his business as such merchant or 
m uiufriCdirer. No consijinee, however, is required to list 
for taxation the value of any property, the proiuct of 
this state, consigned to him from any place witliin the 
stat", or any other place, to be stored or forwai'ded, pro- 
vided lie have no interest in such property, or any profit 
fiom its sa'e. 

When any person shall commence any business in 
any county after the day preceding the second Monday of 
April in any year, the averMge value of whose personal 
property em()loyed in such business shall not have been 
previously enteied on the assessor's list for taxation in 
said county, such person shall report to the auditor of 
the county the. probable avei-age value of the pei'sonal 
propeity by him intended to be employed in such busi- 
ness until the day preceding the second Monday of April 
thereafter; and shall pay into the treasury of such 
county a sum which shall bear such proportion to ihe 
levy for all pui'pdses, on the average so employed, as the 
time from the day on which he shall commence such 
business as afoi^esaid, to the day preceding the second 
Monday of April next succeeding, shall bear to one year. 

If any person shall commence and engage in any 
business as aforesaid, and shall not, within one month 
thereafter, report to the county auditor or make payment 
1 1 the county treasurer, he shall forfeit and pay double 
the amount required to be paid above. 

The president, secretary or principal accounting offi- 
cer of every canal or slack-water navigaiion company, 
railroad, turnpike, plank "load, bridge, insurance, tele- 
graph or other joint s'ock company (except banking or 
other companies specifically taxed) for whatever purpose 
crea'ed, whether incorporated by this state or not, sha 1 
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list for taxation, verified by oath, all the personal pro- 
perty, wiiicli shall be held to include the road bed, water 
and wood station^i, and such otlier realty as is necessary 
to tlie daily running operations of the road, moneys and 
credits of such company or corporation witiiin the state, 
at the actual value in money, in the manner following: 
in all cases return shall be made to the several auditors 
of the respective counties where such property n)ay be 
situated, together with a statement of the amount of 
such property situated in each township, incorporated 
village, city or ward therein; the value of all movable 
properly shall be added to the stationary and fixed pro- 
perty and real estate, and apportioned to such wards, 
cities, incorporated villages or townships, pro rata, in 
proportion to the value of the real estate and fixed pro- 
perty in said places; and all property so listed shall be 
subject to, and pay the same taxes as other listed in said 
places. The accounting officer shall make return to the 
auditor of state in May in each year, the aggregate 
amount of all property by him returned as required, to 
the several auditors of the respective counties in which 
the same may be located. 

If the county auditor to whom returns are made, is of ^"Jj^,"' 
the opinion that false or incorrect valuations have been auditor on 
made, or that the property of the corporation or associa- incorrect 
tion has not been listed at its full value, or in the ^i"""""'- 
locality where it belongs, or where no return has been 
made to the county auditor, he shall proceed to ascertain 
the true amount of the taxable property, ar>d may call 
any person having knowledge of the subject to give 
evidence before him for that purpose, and he shall notify 
the person or persons interested, before making the entry 
on the duplicate, that he may show that his return was 
correct, and the county auditor shall file in his office a 
statement of the facts or evidence on which he made 
such correction : on the amount so ascertained the said 
auditor shall add fifty per cent; and the amount so 
ascertained, with the said per cent, shall be entered on 
the duplicate for taxation. 

The assessment of all personal property, moneys, when^ ^^ 
credits, &c., and the valuation of all lands and lots and sMrbS*° 
new structures, which have not previously been valued ™''''^- 
and placed on the duplicate, shall be made between the 
second Monday of April and the third Monday of May, 
annually ; and each township assessor shall, on or before 
13 
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the first Monday of May, annually, give notice with blank 
forms, to every resident of his township of full age and 
not a married woman, or insane, to make a statement on 
oath, of the property he is required to list ; and the 
assessor shall, at the time he delivers such notice and 
forms, receive such statement, unless he give iurther 
time. 

If such person neglects or refuses such statement or 
oath, or is sick or absent, the township assessor shall 
proceed to ascertain the said property, as before enume- 
rated, and the value ; and to do so, he mny examine, on 
oath, any person conversant with said property. If he 
cannot obtain any positive evidence, he shall return such 
articles and value as, from general reputation and his 
own knowledge, he believes to be a correct list of such 
property. 

Each township assessor shall, at a stated time, annu- 
ally, deliver to the auditor of his county, a tabular list or 
lists of the names of the several persons, companies or 
corporations in whose name any personal property, 
moneys, credits, &c., shall have been listed in his town- 
ship, and he shall enter against each name the aggregate 
value of the sevei*al species of personal property as at- 
tested by the person listing, or as determined by Ihe 
assessor, and shall also note all who refused to list or 
swear, or were sick or absent. The statement the as- 
sessor shall have received from the person listing shall 
also be returned by him with the above return. 

Each township assessor shall, annually, at the time of 
taking a list of personal property, also take a list of all 
real property in this township which has become subject 
to taxation since the last previous listing of pro|.ierty 
therein, with the value thereof, and of all new buildings 
or other structures of any kind of over one hundred dol- 
lars in value, the value of which shall not have been 
previously added to or included in the valuation of the 
land on which such structures have been erected ; and 
shall make return to the county auditor thereof, at the 
same time he is required to make his return of personal 
property, in which return he shall set forth the tract or 
lot of real property on which each of such structures 
shall have been erected, the kind of structure so erected, 
and the true value added to such parcel of real property 
by the erection thereof; and the additional sum which 
it is believed the land on which the structure is erected 
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would sell for at private sale in consequence thereof, 
shall be considered the value of such new structure ; and 
in case of the destruction by fire, flood, or otherwise of 
any building or structure of any kind, over one hundred 
dollars in value, which shall have been erected previous 
to the last valuation of the land on which the same shall 
have stood, or the value of which shall have been added 
to any former valuation of such land, the assessor shall 
determine, as near as practicable, how much less such 
land would sell for at private sale, in consequence of 
such destruction, and make return thereof to the county 
auditor. 

Each township assessor shall make oath that the value oathof 
of the property in the statement rendered by the person assizor.'' 
required to list his taxable property, is truly returned ; 
that he has endeavored, by all means in his power, to 
ascertain the items and value of the personal pioperty of 
all taxable persons, and that a poll list and value, as he 
believes, is set forth in the return ; and that he has not, 
knowingly, omitted to demand of any person of whom 
he was required to make demand, a statement of the 
description and value of personal property, or the amount 
of. moneys, credits &c., which he was required to list, 
or in any way connived at any violation or evasion in 
relation to the listing or valuation of property, moneys, 
credits, &c., for taxation. 

The county commissioners of each county shall, every Division 
sixth year, divide their county into suitable districts, i'nto''di"-'™ 
and also any city in the county ; and the electors of such *"'''*• 
district shall, every sixth year, elect an assessor of real f^^^al. 
property within such district ; which assessor shall give 
bond for and make oath to the faithful discharge of his 
duties. 

Such assessor shall make out from the maps and de- ?°'i,f • jjlf 
scriptions furnished him by the county auditor and other andvaiua- 
sources of information, a correct and pertinent description estate. 
of each tract and lot of real property in his district ; and 
when he deems it necessary to obtain an accurate descrip- 
tion of any separate tract or lot in his district he may 
reouire the owner or occupier thereof to furnish it, with 
any title papers he may have for such description, and 
if he neglect or refuse such description, the assessor may 
employ a surveyor to make out such description, the 
expense of which shall be collected with the taxes out of 
the pr,)| erty, and he shall in all cases, from actual view, 
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and the best information, determine the true value of each 
separate tract or lot in his district ; and he shall note, in 
his plat book, separately, the value of all houses, mills 
and other buildings, wiiich exceed one hundred dollars in 
value, on any tract of land other than town lots, wliich 
shall be carried out as a part of the value of such tract ; 
he shall also enter on his plat book the number of acres 
of arable or plow land, of meadow and pasture land and 
of wood and uncultivated land in each tract, as near as 
may be. 

Each district assessor shall, every sixth year, deliver to 
the auditor of his county a tabular return of the amount, 
description and value of the real property 'subject to be 
listed for taxation in his district. The assessor, at the time 
of assessing the real property subject to taxation, shall 
enter in a separate list pertinent descriptions of all burying 
grounds, public school houses and houses of public wor- 
ship, and institutions of purely public charity, and public 
buildings and property used exclusively for any public 
purpose, with the lot or tract of land in which such build- 
ings are situated, and which are exempt from taxation ; 
and he shall value the above at their true value in money 
in the same manner that he values other real property. 

The county auditor of each county shall, every sixth 
year, furnish the assessor of each district in his county an 
abstract from his books containing a particular description 
of the real property in such district, with the names of the 
owners and a map of each township in such district, with 
necessary plat books. 

Each county auditor shall add to the value of personal 
property as returned by the assessor, of any person required 
but neglecting or refusing to list or refusing the required 
oath, fifty per cent. 

Any person sick or absent when required to give a state- 
ment of his property to the assessor, may, at any time 
before the assessment of taxes thereon by the county audi- 
tor, deliver his statement to the auditor, who shall make an 
entry of the same in the return for the proper township, 
and correct the corresponding items in the return made by 
the assessor, as the case may require; but no such state- 
ment shall be received by the auditor unless the penson in 
default render good excuse on affidavit for his failure to 
make it to the assessor. The auditor shall also add all 
omissions of lands or lots in the return of the assessors, 
and notify the assessor in whose return such omission oc- 
curred, who sh:ill ascertain and return to the auditor the 
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Value of the part omitted ; or, in case of the inability or 
neglect of the avssessor, the auditor may ascertain such 
value and add the same to the list of real property. 

The auditor, if he believes, or is informed, that any in case of 
person has given a ftxlse statement of bis personal property m™t"?'^" 
to the assessor, or that the assessor has omitted or made an personal 
erroneous return, or not a full one, of any taxable property §u°y''oV'' 
required to be listed in his ward or township, shall, before *"''"™- 
the final settlement with the county treasurer, proceed to 
correct the assessor's return and charge the person first 
mentioned on the duphcate with the proper amount of 
taxes ; to this end he may require, on process, the attend- 
ance of any person conversant with the above matters, and 
examine him on oath ; and before the assessor makes the 
entry on the duplicate, he shall notify the person in default 
so that he may show that his statement or the assessor's 
return was correct; and file in his office a statement of the 
facts or evidence on which he made such correction : but 
he shall not reduce the amount returned by the assessor, 
without the written consent of the auditor of state on a 
statement of facts by the county auditor. The person mak- 
ing the false statement of the amount of property for taxa- 
tion to evade the payment of taxes, shall be liable for all 
costs and expenses incurred. 

Each county auditor shall correct any errors he may Errors to be 
discover in the name of the owner, in the valuation, descrip- 
tion or quality of any tract or lot in the list of real pro- 
perty in his county; but he shall not deduct from the But no de- 
valuation of any portion of real property, except such as Remade ex- 
shall have been ordered by the state or county board of a?e 'ordered' 
equalization, or written order of the auditor of state, on a 
written statement of facts submitted to said auditor. In 
case of erection of any new, or destruction of any old 
Structure of over one hundred dollars in value, the county 
auditor shall correct the valuation of the parcel of real 
property on which they may have been erected, and assess 
the taxes on new valuation. 

Each county auditor shall transmit annually at a stated ^iJ^^Jact'of 
period to the auditor of state, a complete abstract of the county du- 
duplicate of his county, which shall state the aggregate Lnuany^" 
value of the taxable property, and total amount of taxes auditor, 
for all purposes assessed thereon for that year, and shall 
also send to the same an abstract of the number and value 
of each of the enumerated articles — of merchants' and 
manufacturers' stock, and the value of all other personal 
property, and articles of the same as returned by the town- 
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ship assessors or as fixed by the county board of equaliza- 
tion. 

If the county treasurer shall be unable to collect the 
taxes by distress or otlierwise from any taxable person or 
corporation, or executor, guardian, &c., he shall apply to 
the clerk of the court of common pleas in his county, at 
any time after his annual settlement with the county audi- 
tor, and the clerk shall serve notice on the defliulting person 
or corporation or representative, to show cause why he 
should not pay such taxes ; and if he fail to show sufficient 
cause, said court shall enter a rule against him for the pay- 
ment of taxes and costs, which rule shall have the same 
effect as a judgment at law, and be enforced by attachment 
or execution, or such process as the court may direct. 

The county auditor, county surveyor, the county com- 
missioners, or a majority of them, shall form a county 
board for the equalization of the real property of the county 
(except that of Cincinnati, where there is a special board). 
They shall meet in September every sixth year, at the 
county auditor's office, in the several counties. The county 
auditor shall lay before them the returns of the real pro- 
perty made by the several district assessors of such county, 
with the additions he shall have made thereto; and after 
taking an oath to the faithful performance of their duties, 
they shall proceed to equalize the value of the real estate 
of the county, so that each lot shall be entered on the tax 
list at its true value, by raising the value of a lot when 
returned too low, and reducing it when returned too high 
as compared with the average valuation of the real property 
of such county, having regard to the quality of soil, im- 
provements, &c. But they shall not reduce the aggregate 
value of the real property of the county, below the aggre- 
gate value thereof as returned by the assessors with the 
additions of the auditor. The county auditor shall keep a 
record of the proceedings and orders. 

Each county auditor shall, every sixth year, transmit to 
the auditor of state an abstract of the real property of each 
township in his county, the number of acres, exclusive of 
town lots returned by the several assessors, the aggregate 
value 01 all such real property other than town lots, as 
returned by the several assessors inclusive of additions, 
and the aggregate value of the real property in each town 
in his county as returned by the assessors with such addi- 
tions as shall have been made thereto. 

The state board of equalization shall consist of one mem- 
ber from each senatorial district, except the first, which 
shall be entitled to three, all of whom shall have the q_uali- 
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fication of electors. They shall be elected every sixth year, 
and meet at Columbus every sixth year, and after taking 
oath to faithfully equalize the valuation of real property 
among the several counties and towns of the state, and 
having received ' from the auditor of state the abstract of 
real property transmitted to him by the several county audi- 
tors, they shall proceed to their duties: 1st. They shall add Duties, 
to the aggregate valuation of real property of every county 
which they deem below the true value in money, such per 
centum in each case as will raise it to the said true value. 
2d. They shall deduct, when valuation is too high, such 
per centum as will reduce it to the said standard. 3d. If 
justice requires, they may raise or reduce the valuation of 
the real property of any town or towns in any county, or 
the real property of such county not in towns by adding 
or deducting such per centum as will effect the object with- 
out raising or reducing the other real property of such 
county, or without raising or reducing in the same ratio. 
4th. They shall not reduce the aggregate value of all the 
real property of the state, as returned by the county audi- 
tors, more than ten millions of dollars. 5th. The board 
shall keep a record of their proceedings. 

When the state board shall have completed their equali- Auditor of 
zation, the auditor of state shall transmit to each county traifsmit 
auditor a statement of the per centum to be added or de- fS""''/?: 

, ^ PI- lion Btate- 

ducted from the valuation of the real property of his county, mem to 
specifying the per centum added to or deducted from the auditora. 
valuation of the real property of each of the several towns, 
and of the real property not in towns, in case an equal per 
centum shall not have been added to or deducted from 
each ; and the county auditor shall forthwith proceed to 
add to or deduct from each tract or lot of real property in 
fiis county the required per centum on the valuation thereof, 
as it stands, after the same shall have been equalized by the 
county board of equalization, adding or deducting, more- 
over, so that the value of any separate tract or lot shall 
contain no fraction of a dollar. The auditor of state shall. His annnai 
on or before the loth of July annually, give notice to each coniity 
county auditor of the rates per centum required by the rates of"' 
general assembly to be levied for the payment of the prin- taxation, 
cipal and interest of the public debt, for the support of 
common schools, for defraying the expenses of the state, 
and for such other purposes as shall be prescribed by law ; 
which rates or per centum shall be levied by the county 
auditor on the taxable property of each county on the 
duplicate, and shall be entered in one column and denomi- 
nated state taxes. 
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There shall be an annual county board of equalization 
of the real and personal property and moneys and credits 
in each county (exclusive of the city of Cincinnati), to be 
composed of the county commissioners and county auditor, 
who shall meet for that purpose at the auditor's office, in 
May, annually. They shall have power to hear complaints, 
and equalize the valuation of all real and personal property, 
moneys and credits within the county. But they shall not 
reduce the value of the real property of the county below 
the aggregate value thereof, as fixed by the state board of 
equalization, nor below its aggregate value on the dupli- 
cate of the preceding year, to which shall be added the 
value of all new entries and new structures over the value 
of those destroyed as returned by the several township 
assessors for the current year. 

There shall be a special board for the equalization of real 
and personal property, money and credits in the city of 
Cincinnati, to be composed of the county auditor and six 
citizens of the city, appointed by the city council. 

The several count}' auditors shall lay before said boards 
of equalization the valuation of the several tracts and lots of 
real property in their county, as the same were entered 
on the duplicate of the preceding year, or as fixed by the 
state board of equalization ; and of those returned by 
the assessors of the several townships for the current year, 
with such maps, returns, lists and abstracts as are in their 
ofBces ; and the board shall keep a journal of its proceed- 
ings, which shall be deposited with the auditor of the 
county. 

The county auditor shall add to or deduct from the value 
of any tract or lot of real property, or of any district town- 
ship or town, the sum or per centum ordered by the annual 
county board of equalization. And said board shall also, 
at the same time, hear complaints and equalize the assess- 
ments of all personal property, moneys and credits, new 
entries and new structures returned for the current year by 
the township assessors ; and said board sliall have power 
to add to or deduct from the valuation of the personal pro- 
perty or moneys or credits of any person returned by the 
assessors or omitted by him, or add other items on such 
evidence satisfactory to said board, whether said returns be 
on oath of such person, or valuation of the assessor; but 
when any reduction is ordered made in the amount of per- 
sonal property or moneys and credits of any person, 
whether such return be made by such person or by the 
assessor, a statement of the facts on which such reduction 
was made shall be' entered on the journal of the board. 
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E;ich county auditor shall make out, in a fit book, a list seiieauie. 
or schedule of all the taxable property in his county and 
value, as equalized. 

After receiving from the auditor of the state, and such as to the 
other oflficers and authorities as are empowered to determine levied on 
the rates or amount of taxes to be levied for the various ^^'^ ^'■'^''^i 
purposes authorized by law, statements of the rates and 
sums to be levied for the current year, each county auditor 
shall, forthwith, proceed to determine the sums to be levied 
on eacla tract and lot of real property, adding the omitted 
taxes of any previous year, and upon the amount of perso- 
nal property, moneys and credits listed in his county, in 
the name of each person, company or corporation, which 
shall be assessed equally on all real and personal property 
subject to such taxes, and set down in one or more columns, 
in such manner and form as the auditor of state shall pre- 
scribe ; and in all cases where the whole amount of taxes 
upon the personal property, moneys and credits of any 
person shall not amount to ten cents, the atiditor shall not 
enter the same upon the duplicate if such person has no 
other taxable property. 

Township assessors may, if necessary, appoint assistants. 

Tbe commissioners of each county shall annually deter- Tax for 
mine on the amount to be raised for ordinary county pur- pm-poles. 
poses, for public buildings, support of the poor, and for 
interest and principal on the county debt, setting forth 
speciflcally the amount for each purpose. 

The county auditor shall carefully ascertain the net 
amount collected for each purpose under said levy ; and it 
shall not be lawful to use any specific fund for any other 
purpose than the one for which the same was specifically 
levied, until the purpose for which the tax was levied is 
accomplished. 

The trustees of the several townships in each county Tax for 
shall annually determine the amount to be raised in their p^poaeJ! 
townships, respectively, for ordinary township purposes, 
for payment of legal and just claims against such town- 
ship and support of the poor. The levy for such purposes 
shall be specific, and so entered on the record of the pro- 
ceedings of said trustees, and certified to the county audi- 
tor, who shall levy the same on the duplicate, and when 
settlement shall be made with the county treasurer, he 
shall carefully ascertain the net amount collected for each 
purpose'; and such specific fund shall not be- used for any 
other purpose than the one for which the same was specifi- 
cally levied. 

14 
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Auditor of The auditor of state shall from time to time prepare and 
fumlJh transmit to the several coiinty auditors, all such forms and 
coiinty" instractions as he shall deem necessary to carry into effect 
auditors. the provisions of this act ; and, with the advice of the at- 
torney general, he shall decide all questioiis which may 
arise as to the true constraction of- this act, or in relation 
to any tax levied or proceeding under the same. 

County auditors shall famish forms and instructions to 
the township assessors, 
statement Every bank shall annually, on demand of the assessor, 
by baniis. (jgij^gj. ^q him a correct statement, attested by the oaths of 
the president and cashier, or if none, by the oaths of the 
principal manager and principal accountant, of the amouiit 
of capital, the undivided profits, and the amount loaned or 
deposited for a term certain. 

The assessor shall return to the county auditor the above 
statement, and the amount so returned shall be placed on 
the county duplicate, and on the city duplicate where city 
taxes are coUeeted on a separate duplicate, and taxed as 
other personal property is taxed. 
Dntiesof The county treasurer shall, immediately after receiving 

treasurer in from the auditor of his county a duplicate of the taxes 
of'taxes"" assessed upon the property of such county, cause notices 
to be posted up in three places in each township through- 
out the county ; one of which shall be the place of holding 
elections in the township ; and also to be inserted in some 
newspaper, having general circulation in his county, for 
six successive weeks, specifying particularly in said notices 
the amount of tax levied on the duplicate, for the sup- 
port of the state government, for the payment of interest 
and principal of the public debt, for the support of state 
common schools, for defraying county expenses, for the 
repairing of roads, for keeping the poor, for the building 
of bridges, for township expenses, and for such other object 
for which tax may be levied on each valuation ; also on what 
day the treasurer or his deputy will attend at the place of 
holding elections in each township, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving such taxes, and the treasurer or his deputy shall 
attend for the purpose aforesaid, on the day and at the 
place named in such notices ; and shall attend at his office, at 
the seat of justice, until the 20th of December, to receive 
taxes from persons wishing to pay the same ; provided, 
that the county commissioners of any county, at their 
stated meeting in June, in any year, if they shall deem it 
necessary for the convenience of any township or townships 
in their county, to enable them to pay their taxes, without 
attending at the county seat, may make an order requiring 
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the county treasurer to attend one day in such township or 
townships, for the purpose of receiving taxes, and shall 
notify the treasurer thereof, and the treasurer shall be bound 
to attend accordingly, and shall state in the notices to be 
given, as aforesaid, on what days he will attend in said 
township or townships for that purpose. 

The auditor of state shall cause all lands, inlots, outlots, Auditor of 
and parts of lots forfeited to the state for the non-payment 'meVfor- 
of taxes, and which have not been purchased by the [iih^k^"^' 
original owners or any other persons, to be entered in a 
book, which entry shall set forth the name, by township 
and county. 

The said auditor shall, once in two years, make out a list ^ufandsent 
of such forfeited lands, and forward same to the several to county 
county auditors, who shall proceed to sell the same, after whoseii 
public notice, at the court houses in their respective coun- {^xc/"' '^° 
ties, at public auction, to the highest bidder, offering each 
tract separately, to satisfy the taxes. 

Each person charged with taxes on a tax duplicate in 
the hands of a county treasurer, may, at his option, pay 
the full amount of such taxes on or before the 20th day of 
December, or one-half thereof, and the remaining half on 
the 20th of June next ensuing; provided, however, that all 
road taxes so charged shall be paid prior to the first men- 
tioned date. 

When one-half the taxes, as aforesaid charged on a' tax Not paying 
duplicate, shall not be paid on or before the 20th of De- tfmes De- 
cember, next after the same has been so-charged, or when s<=''i'^™- 
the remainder shall not have been paid on or before the 
20th of June next thereafter, the county treasurer shall cnanty 

1 n 1 iT 1 • ■! treasurer to 

proceed to collect the same by distress or otherwise, with a collect 
penalty of five per cent on the amount of taxes so delin- penalty of 
quent ; and in all cases where such half of any taxes, other ^Jj^t*"^"^ 
than on real estate, shall not have been paid on the 20th 
of December, the whole amount of taxes, other than real 
estate, for the current year so charged, shall be due and 
delinquent, and shall be collected with the above penalty. 

Wiien one-half of the taxes charged against any entry bame. 
of real estate, shall not be paid on or before the 20th of 
December in each year, or collected by distress or other- 
wise, prior to the February settlement, a penalty of twenty Penalty of 
per cent thereon shall be added to such half of said taxes ^p" °°°'- 
on the duplicate ; and if said taxes and penalty and remain- 
ing half of said taxes shall not be paid on or before the 20th 
of June next thereafter or collected by distress or otherwise, 
prior to the next August settlement, the same penalty shall 
be charged on said last half of said taxes, and the amount 
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of the whole together shall constitute the delinquent taxes 
on such real estate to be collected as required bj law. And 
if the amount of such delinquent taxes and penalty, together 
with the one-half of the taxes charged against such real 
estate for the current year, shall not be paid on or before 
the 20th of December of the same year, the said delinquent 
taxes and penalty and whole of the taxes of the current 
year shall be due and collected by the sale of such real estate 
in the manner authorized by law ; and in case the first half 
of the taxes charged on any real estate shall be paid on or 
before the 20th of December, as provided in this act, but 
the remaining half thereof shall not be paid on or before the 
20th of June next thereafter, or be collected by distress or 
otherwise prior to the next August settlement, then the 
same penalty shall be added to such unpaid taxes, and 
the same shall be treated as delinquent taxes, and with the 
taxes of the current year, collected by the sale of such real 
estate as aforesaid. 

The county auditor shall, annually, on or before the 1st 
of October, deliver to the county treasurer the duplicate of 
taxes required by law to be made out; and the treasurer's 
office shall be kept open for the receipt of taxes from tlie 
time of the delivery of the duplicate to the treasurer until 
the 21st day of January, and from the Ist of April to the 
20th of July. 
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OREGON. 

State Auditor. 

Slate Treasurer. 

Board of Commissioners for each county. 

County Auditor. 

County Treasurer, ex officio, Collector. 

Sheriff, Collector (in certain cases). 

The assessor in each county shall ascertain the names of 
all taxable persons, and all the taxable real and personal 
property in the county, and make out an assessment roll of 
all taxable property, and appraise the same. 

Every asse.ssor shall require any taxable person in his 
county to furnish him a list of his taxable real estate situ- 
ate in his county, and a list of all his taxable personal 
property in the state which shall be verified by oath, under a 
penalty. The assessor shall deduct the amount of indebted- 
ness of such person to creditors within this state given 
under oath, from the amount of his solvent claims, and no 
allowance shall be made by the assessor for anv amount 
of indebtedness over and above the amount of solvent 
claims returned to the assessor by such person. 
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The assessor shall set down in his assessment roll, the contents of 
names of all taxable persons in his county, a particular ^^JJ;'™™ 
description of the parcels of land to be taxed ; the full cash 
value of each parcel of land taxed and of all the taxable 
personal property, and the total valuation of all property 
taxed real and personal. 

The board of commissioners of each county shall in Sep- Board of 
tember in every year, examine the assessment roll of their sioners. 
county, and may make any alterations or corrections that 
they shall deem proper. 

They shall at the same session estimate and determine 
the amount of moneys to be raised in their county for 
county purposes and apportion such amount, together with 
the amount of state and school tax required by law to be 
raised in their county. 

Within thirty days after the assessment roll of any county copy of ron 
has been examined, corrected and ap})roved by the above auditor, 
board, the county auditor shall transmit to the state audi- 
tor a certified copy under tlie seal of the board. 

The state auditor on receiving such copies of the assess- i^nditor's 
ment roll shall estimate the amount of tax to be collected ^"'''"■ 
in each county for state purposes, and make a statement 
and preserve the same in his office, and also deliver a cer- 
tified copy of such statement to the state treasurer who shall 
record the same and charge the respective counties with 
the amount of tax so ascertained to be raised in each. 

The county clerk of each county, shall, within a stated fo"™nfy°' 
time after the apportionment of taxes, make a certificate treasurer. 
of the several amounts apportioned to be assessed on the 
taxable property of the county for state, county and school 
purposes, and deliver Jthe same to the county treasurer with 
a transcript of the assessment roll. 

The treasurer of the county, on receiving such certificate Notice. 
and roll, shall post public notice for all assessed persons to 
pay their taxes to him at his office before a stated time. 

At the end of that time (1st of January) the said trea- I'^Jl':^^"'^^^^ 
surer shall return to the county clerk a list of the taxes t^xesT^"' 
remaining unpaid, with the names of the delinquents; 
whereupon the clerk shall issue to the sheriff of the county 
a certified copy of said list and names, with a warrant 
attached, commanding the sheriff to collect the taxes 
charged in said list, by demanding payment of the persons 
charged therein, and making sale of the goods and chattels 
of such persons if necessary ; and that he pay over the 
moneys collected by him by virtue of the warrant to the 
county treasurer, and return said warrant, with the afore- 
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said list and an account of his acts thereon, to the county 
court by a time specified. 

Any time within six months preceding the time for 
assessing property for taxes by the proper assessor in any 
county, any person desirous of taking or driving any 
horses, cattle or other stock from this to any other state, 
may make application to the sheriff of any county in 
■which such property may be found, and upon such assess- 
ment the person making application may thereupon pay to 
such sheriff the amount of taxes so assessed, and take his 
receipt therefor, which receipt shall specify the property on 
which such taxes may have been assessed. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

TaxofBcei's. State Treasurer. 

Board of Revenue Commissioners. 

Board of Revision. 

County Commissioners. 

County Court of Quarter Sessions. 

County Treasurer. 

County Assessors and Assistants. 

Collectors of County Rates and Levies. 

Supervisors of Townships. 

Overseers of the Poor. 

Township Assessor. 

Collector of Township Rates and Levies. 

The commissioners of every county shall, at their first 
meeting after the general election in each year, proceed to 
make an estimate of the probable expense of the county 
for the ensuing year. 

The assessors of the several counties shall, on the receipt 
of precepts from the commissioners of the counties, pro- 
ceed to take the names of all the taxable inhabitants within 
their respective wards, townships and districts, and also all 
the following real property, viz. : 

All houses, lands, lots of ground and ground rents, mills 
and manufactories of all de.scriptions; all furnaces, forges, 
bloomeries, distilleries, sugar houses, malt houses, brew- 
eries, tan yards and ferries. 

And personal property, viz. : 

All horses, mares, geldings and cattle over four years. 

All offices and posts of profits, professions, trades and 
occupations, and all single freemen above twenty-one years 
who shall not follow any occupation or calling. 

When the returns of the assessors shall be rectified, if 
necessary, the commissioners shall proceed to assess the 
proportion of every ward, township, and district according 
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to tlie adjusted valuation of the taxable property and other 
subjects of taxation, in such ward, township and district; 
provided that no tax in any county shall in one year 
exceed the rate of one cent in every dollar of such adj usted 
valuation, and shall be lowered in due proportion, as the 
tax on property shall be lower than one cent in the dollar. 

When the proportions of the several wards, townships Transcripu 
and districts shall be ascertained, the commissioners of the meuts?*' 
respective counties shall cause accurate transcripts of the 
assessments to be made out, and transmit them to the re- 
spective assessors by a stated time, together with a state- 
ment of the rate per cent, and the day of appeal fixed by 
them. 

The several assessors shall, on receipt of such transcripts, AssessorBto 
give notice at least five days before the day of appeal to fraMcss-*^^ 
every taxable inhabitant in the respective ward, township ™™'- 
or district, of the sum for which he stands rated, and the 
rate per cent of such amount, and the time and place for 
such appeal. 

The commissioners of the respective counties shall also oommis- 
advertise in one or more newspapers, at least three weeks give Dotioe 
before the day of appeal, of the time and place fixed for "'^pp""^- 
such appeal. 

The several assessors shall, in each of the two years sue- Aseessors to 
ceeding the triennial assessment, give notice to the taxable fn^crSiT 
inhabitants in like manner as after the triennial assessment, '^''^• 
but in the following cases only, viz. : 

In the case of real property where buildings or other 
improvements have been destroyed since such triennial 
assessment, and in the case of personal property, offices, 
professions, trades and occupations, where there has been 
any alteration in the assessment, occasioning a different 
valuation from the former year, and also where persons 
have come to inhabit in the county since such triennial 
assessment. 

At the time and place fixed for the appeal, which, in each Appeal. 
of the two years after the triennial assessment, shall be held 
in the commissioners' office of the proper county, the com- 
missioners shall attend and hear all persons who may apply 
for redress, and grant such relief as to them shall appear 
just and reasonable; provided, that the commissioners shall 
not make any allowance or abatement in the valuation. of 
any real estate in any other year than that in which the 
triennial assessment is made, excepting where buildings or 
other improvements have been destroyed subsequently to 
such triennial assessment. 
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The several assessors shall attend the meeting to prevent 
impositions on the commissioners by the persons appealing. 

Immediately after the appeals are over, the commis- 
sioners shall proceed to regulate the assessments accord- 
ing to the alterations made, and cause their clerks to .make 
duplicates in such form as the commissioners may direct. 

The commisisioners shall hear appeals at any subsequent 
time when they may be in session, previous to the pay- 
ment of the tax, and to make such alterations as they 
might have done on the regular day of appeal ; provided 
that no such appeal shall be heard unless the appellant 
shall have given due notice thereof to the assessor of the 
proper ward, township or district. 

Every assessor shall, on or before the day of appeals in 
every year, return the names of two citizens of his ward, 
township or district, to the commissioners of the respec- 
tive county, one of whom so returned may be appointed, 
by such commissioners, the collector of the county rates 
and levies for such ward, township or district, without 
requiring the bond or mortgage or other security, as in 
the case of collectors of township rates and levies, pro- 
vided, the collector owns a freehold estate, which shall 
be sufB.cient security for the faithful performance of his 
duties. The commissioners, however, shall not be con- 
fined in their appointment to the names returned by the 
assessors. 

The commissioners of each county shall issue their 
warrants with the duplicate aforesaid, to the respective 
collectors of county rates and levies, therein authorizing 
and requiring them to demand and receive from every 
person named in the duplicate the sum wherewith he 
stands charged. 

By neglect or refusal to pay tax, the goods and chattels 
of delinquent shall be distrained and sold by collector, 
and in default of the same, delinquent shall be imprisoned 
in jail until tax and costs are paid, or he is discharged by 
law. 

The assessors of the several counties shall, on seated 
lands,* make the assessment in the township in which the 
mansion house is situated ; where township lines divide a 
tract of land. 

It shall be lawful for the supervisors of any township to 
lay an assessment not exceeding one cent on the dollar upon 
real and personal estate, offices, trades and occupations, for 

* Occupied lands ; as unseated lands mean unoccupied. See BliickvielCs 
Tax Titles. 
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the purpose of laying out, opening, making, amending oi 
repairing of roads and highways, and for the making and 
repairing of bridges, and for such other purposes as may 
be authorized by law. 

It shall be lawful for the overseers of the poor of any Overeeere 
township, having first obtained the approbation of any i^y^^^t 
two justices of the peace of the county, to lay a rate or "™'^- 
assessment, not exceeding one cent on the dollar, at one 
time, upon all real and personal estate in such township. 

In every case in which a rate or assessment shall be j^ssessmciit 
laid for township purposes, the same shall be levied upon ba^'f/oTiuBt 
the basis of the last adjusted valuation, made as aforesaid valuatfon. 
for the purposes of regulating county rates and levies. 

The supervisors and overseers respectively laying such ^Hg^Jy^r'"'' 
rate or assessment shall take to their assistance the town- seers with 
ship assessor, who shall furnish a correct copy of the last n^Mor'to 
adjusted valuation in the township, and give his aid in m^n(^^*™" 
making such assessment. 

The supervisors and overseers of every township shall ^^ntt 
cause the rates or assessments laid by them respectively, to entered in 
be entered in books to be prepared for that purpose, which °°^' 
shall be signed by them respectively and deposited with 
the town clerk, if there be one in the township ; if not, it 
shall remain with the supervisors or overseers respectively, 
and those having charge shall permit any person charged 
with township rates and levies to inspect the same without 
fee and give copies. 

The supervisors and overseers of every township shall, snperviBors 

n • -ii* PI 1* ,'ana over- 

annually, appomt some mhabitant ot the township to be seers to 
collector of the township rates and levies who shall give ?Ji?ec?or of 
bond with surety or bond with mortgage of real estate. Jatesa^S 
They shall cause duplicates to be made of the rates and levies, 
assessments made by them respectively, which they shall 
sign, and shall issue their warrant with such duplicates to 
the collector, requiring him to demand and receive from 
every person named in the duplicate, the sum wherewith 
such person stands charged. 

On neglect or refusal of payment of the sum charged to Goods and 
persons for township rates and levies, it shall be lawful for Boidto%y 
the collector to levy the same by distress and sale of the p^gr^on im-' 
goods and chattels of such person; and in default of said prisoned, 
goods and chattels, imprison such person in jail until the 
amount and costs are paid. 

It shall be lawful for any person aggrieved by such rate Comt^of 
or assessment to apply by petition to the next court of sessions to 
quarter sessions of the respective county, who shall have y^^l^J^ 
power to take such order thereupon as shall be expedient, 
15 
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and the same shall conclude and bind all parties. A judge 
of the above court may order stay of proceedings for col- 
lection of the sum charged until the appeal be determined. 

If there be no township treasurer, the supervisors and 
overseers of the poor, or some person authorized by them 
respectively, shall collect the township rates and levies by 
them respectively laid. 

If any person appointed collector from whom security 
shall not be required, or if any assessor shall refuse to 
serve, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty dollars : 
provided that no person who shall have served as collector 
or assessor shall be appointed or chosen for the second term, 
without his consent, for the term of ten years. 

The commissioners shall, within three months from the 
delivery of the duplicate to the collector, file a certificate 
in the office of the prothonotary of the court of common 
pleas of the county, stating the amount due and unpaid by 
such collector; and the prothonotary shall enter the same 
on his docket, which certificate shall, from such entry, 
have the same operation and effect as a judgment of said 
court, and execution may be issued in like manner as on 
judgments for the amount remaining unpaid at any time 
after the entry aforesaid. All boroughs and townships 
shall be separate and independent of each other in the 
assessment of county rates and levies; and shall elect their 
own assessors and other officers who shall have the same 
powers in discharge of their duties as are exercised by 
township assessors in relation to assessment of county rates 
and levies. 

The assessors and assistant assessors of the counties, in 
the receipt of the precepts issued by the commissioners, 
shall proceed to ascertain the amount, description and value 
of the several objects of taxation according to tlie best 
information to be obtained by them, and make out a full 
statement thereof, and return it to the commissioners; and 
if they fail to obtain a correct or special description, they 
shall return the aggregate value thereof, as nearly as they 
can ascertain the same ; and in all cases the estimates of 
the assessors, when practicable, shall be made, as they 
would appraise the same in payment of a just debt from a 
solvent debtor : provided, if any taxable person shall swear 
that the value of his taxable estate does not exceed a cer- 
tain sum, the assessors shall value the property at such 
sum. 

The assessors, after completing said assessments, shall 
give notice to such of the persons so assessed in the man- 
ner required in relation to county rates and levies, and the 
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appeal and proceeditigs shall also be regulated in the same 
manner as in those cases. 

The commissioners of each county shall make out and statement 
file with the treasurer of the county, a statement of the sionor™'" 
amount, description and value of the real and personal 
property, trades, occupations, professions and offices made 
taxable with the statement of the sum assessed for the use 
of the state, with the apportionment of the same among the 
wards, districts and townshipl; a similar statement shall be 
made out and certified under seal by the commissioners of 
the county and transmitted annually to the auditor general. 

Q^he treasurer of each county shall annually, at a stated statement^ 
time, furnisii to the auditor general, a statement of the 
amount received by him for the use of the state, and settle 
his account with the auditor general, and the treasurer shall 
then pay into the state treasury, the amount so received 
by him. 

The commissioners of the proper county, and the super- Abatement 
visors and overseers of the poor of the proper township, as onerationa 
the case may be, shall at all times make abatement or exon- '''"'° '*''*^- 
erationsfor mistakes, indigent persons, unseated lands, &c., 
as shall appear just and reasonable to them ; and the com- 
missioners shall direct their clerk to enter in a book the 
names of all persons abated or exonerated, together with the 
reason why, the amount and date when made, and give 
the collector a certificate directed to the county treasurer, 
stating the nature of the tax, and the amount exonerated, 
in order to make a settlement accordingly, and the same 
course shall be pursued by the supervisors and overseers 
of the poor with respect to exonerations of township rates 
and levies. 

Should any county assess and collect for state purposes Faiinre to 
a Ifess amount than the appropriations made to the said o?"tiite*tax 
county for academies, female seminaries, and for common Jj^aJg"'"^ 
school purposes, the said counties failing so to assess and 
collect the state tax aforesaid, shall make up and pay the 
said difference out of their county treasury. 

The county cornmissioners shall compose a board of revlsio^ 
revision, of which the commissioner holding the oldest cer- 
tificate of election shall be the president. They shall each 
make oath that they will revise, correct and equalize the 
valuation of all taxable property in their county. 

The county commissioners of the several counties as statement 
soon as the assessors of the several districts and townships cnmmia- 
in their respective counties have made their returns, shall, 
by advertisement in two newspapers, or if there be none, 
by handbills, publish a statement showing the aggregate 
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value and assessments of each assessor in the county on 
property taxable for county purposes, upon moitgages, 
moneys at interest, debts due fi-om solvent debtors, stocks, 
loans and investments in corporations of ottier states, upon 
household furniture, and upon watches, upon all salaries 
and emoluments of office, and all persons, trades, occupa- 
tions aud professions ; and will also show the whole amount 
of taxes assessed on each ward, district and township in the 
county ; and at the time and In tlie manner herein provided 
fi)r publishing said statements, the county commissioner 
shall also give public notice of a day for finally determining 
whether any of the valuations of the assessors have been 
made below a just rate according to the meaning and inten- 
tion of this act. 

From the time of publishing the returns of the assessors 
until the day appointed for finally determining whetherany 
valuation of the assessors has been made too low, any taxa- 
ble inhabitantof the county shall have the right to examine 
the said return in the commissioner's office. 

The board of revision in each county shall, on. receiving 
the returns of the assessors, proceed to examine and inquire 
whether the same have been made conformably to law, and 
whether all property to be valued for taxation for state 
and county purposes, has been valued at a sum the 
same would on notice bring at public sale. They shall 
consider the written communication of any taxable inhabi- 
tant relative to any property which he shall believe to have 
been reduced too low ; and on the day appointed for deter- 
mining whether any property has been reduced too low, or 
reduce the same if too high, they shall proceed to raise the 
valuation of any property reduced too low, and if they 
cannot, on the day appointed, revise, raise and equalize the 
valuation of all property which they shall believe to have 
been reduced too low, they may adjourn from da}' to day, 
until the whole of such valuation shall have been revised, 
raised and equalized. 

When the whole of the valuation of the assessor shall 
have been raised, revised and equalized, the same proceed- 
ings shall be had in reference to notice, appeals and cor- 
rections now had by the laws of this state, excepting only 
that the board of revision instead of the county commis- 
sioners shall hear and decide upon all appeals. 

For equalizing the assessment and taxes for the use of 
the commonwealth, in the 'different counties thereof, the 
president and associate judges of the courts of common 
pleas of each judicial district shall appoint one person ; and 
the persons thus appointed and the state treasurer shall 
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constitute a, board of revenue commissioners, to meet bien- 
nially at Hurrisburoh as soon as the assessments shall have 
been made in the several counties, on a day to be fixed by 
the state treasurer, who shall be president of the board. 
The board, before proceeding to its duties, shall be sworn 
to support tlie constitution of the state, and act with fidelity 
and impartiality. 

The county commissioners of the several counties shall, statement 
before the meeting of tlie said revenue commissioners, fur- commia-^ 
nish the state treasurer with a statement, under oath, of the ''°°"''' 
returns made by the assessor, of the value in the aggregate 
of all the property liable to state tax in the said counties, 
respectively, distinguishing real from personal estate ; which 
statements shall be submitted to the board of revenue com- 
missioners, as soon as organized; and the county commis- 
sioners and other city, county, or township oflicers, on 
being required, shall furnish answers, under oath, to such 
interrogatories or inquiries as may be addressed to them by 
the said board. 

The said board of revenue commissioners, when duly Dntieeof 
orgiinized, shall proceed to ascertain and determine the fair revenue 
and just value of the taxable property in Philadelphia and 
the several counties of the state, adjusting arid equalizing 
the same as far as possible, so as to make all taxes bear 
as equally as practicable upon all the property in the state 
in proportion to its actual value ; and they shall then make 
a fair record of the said valuation in duplicate, and file one 
copy, signed by the revenue commissioners, with the state 
treasurer, and one with the auditor-general, to be and re- 
main as the valuation of said property till the next meeting 
of tlie board. 

Whenever the said board shall, to equalize the taxation state tax 

I 1 ■ • 1 . • f . 1 i ■ . 1 ,1 collected on 

m the several cities and counties ox the state, reduce the reduced 
aggregate valuation of property in such city or count}', excese'o? ' 
such city or county may proceed to collect the state tax as ™id''for'' 
fixed by law, upon the aforesaid aggregate valuation ; and county 
there shall be paid into the state treasury, for state purposes, p"''''™'^" 
the quota of such city or county, based on such reduced 
valuation; and the tax levied by reason of the excess valu- 
ation merely, shall be received by such city or county as 
county tax, and for county purposes. 

In case the assessed valuation of property in any county Excess of 
shall hereafter exceed the aggregate valuation of property v|?uat?on 
in such county as may be established by the board of ga?e™^iT 
revenue commissioners, said excess valuation shall not be tionasflxcd 
exempt from taxation for state purposes, but the valuation rot exempt 
for the several couuties fixed by said commissioners shall S^f "^'* 
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be treated as a minimum valuation, below wbicli the aggre- 
gate amount of assessments in the respeotive counties shall 
not descend. 

Tiie state treasurer, on receipt and filing of said record 
shall forthwith transmit to the commissioners of each county 
a copy of the valuation of the property of said county, and 
issue his precept requiring said commis,^ioners to as.sess 
and collect the state tax in their respective counties, on the 
amountoftbe valuation so transmitted ; provided, that when- 
ever the said revenue commissioners shall find it necessary to 
increase the aggregate value of the assessable property in 
any county in order to equalize taxation, the state treasurer 
shall forthwith transmit to the county conimmissioners of 
said county the amount of such increased valuation ; and 
the said county commissioners, on the receipt thereof, shall 
forthwith add to the valuation of the taxable property of 
eacli tax-payer of said county such a proportion of said 
valuation as shall be expressed by a fraction, of which 
the numerator shall be the aggregate increase of the valu- 
ation for said county, expressed in numbers as reported 
by its county commissioners to the state treasurer; pro- 
vided, that said revenue commissioners shall be confined 
exclusively to the evidence received from citizens, officers, 
and records of the respective counties, in adjusting the 
aggregate value of the taxable property of the counties 
respectively. 

The commissioners of the several counties shall cause 
to be collected the taxes as aforesaid adjusted and assessed ; 
and the respective county treasurers shall pay over the 
same as fast as collected to the state treasurer; and if tlie 
quota of any county be not paid over before the second 
Tuesday in Jajiuary in each year, to the state treasurer, 
then tiie amount remaining unpaid, after deducting com- 
missions for collecting the same, shall be charged against 
said county on the books of the state treasurer, and shall 
bear an interest of five per cent till paid. 

If any county shall pay into the state treasury its quota 
of tax levied on its said adjusted valuation fifleen days 
before the 1st of August, in any year, such county shall 
be entitled to an abatement of five per cent on the amount 
so paid ; and any state tax remaining unpaid by any indi- 
vidual or corporation, after said tax is due and payable by 
said county to the state, shall bear an interest of six per 
cent, and be a lien on the estate on which it is charged, till 
fully paid and satisfied, and the treasurer of each county, 
incorporated city, district and borough of this state, on the 
payment of any dividend of interest to any holder or agent 
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claiming the same, ou any scrip, bond or certificate of in- Tax assesB- 
debtedness issued by said city, district and borough, shall nai°vainTof 
assess the tax herein made and provided for state purposes bUndorcM- 
upon the nominal value of every said evidence of debt; PJ-'i'?5'' 
said tax to be deducted by said treasurer on the payment n"e88. 
of any interest or dividend aforesaid, and the same shall be 
held by him, until paid over to the state treasurer. 

Each assessor within the commonwealth, at the time of |emMd' '" 
making the assessments in. his ward, borough or township, written 
shall require every person, firm and partnership, and the Iflg^T*' 
president, secretary, cashier or treasurer of every company fmountot 
or corporate body, subject to taxation therein, to deliver money 
him a statement, in writing (or partly written and partly s^velt ^ 
printed), showing the aggregate amount of money due and ^^'>'°"- 
owing by solvent debtors to such person, partnership, firm, 
company or corporate body, whether on mortgage, judg- 
ment, decree, bond, note, contract, agreement, accounts and 
settlements in the orphans' courts and courts of common 
pleas, and other accounts, excepting executory contracts 
and agreements, where possession has not been delivered to 
the vendee under such contracts or agreements, and except- 
ing notes, contracts, or accounts for work or labor done, 
and bank notes, whether payable on demand, or at any 
specified time past, present or future, or whether the time of 
payment be specified or not, and whether containing an 
agreement to pay interest or not, whether written or verbal ; 
and also the amount of all shares or stocks held or owned 
by such person, company, firm, or corporate body, in any 
bank, institution or company, now or hereafter incorpo- 
rated in pursuance of any law of any other state or govern- 
ment, and all public loans or stocks whatever, except those 
issued by this commonwealth, and all money loaned or 
invested on interest in any other state, and the several 
items aforesaid composing such aggregate ; provided, that 
this section shall not be construed to require any state- 
ment of notes discounted or negotiated, or held by any 
banking institution. 

Each person, the president, secretary or treasurer of statements 
each company, and some member of each firm or partner- ifvefe/and 
ship, from whom statements may be required as above, be'^coreect" 
shall, within fifteen days after being so required by the 
assessors, respectively make out and deliver to such as- 
sessor the statement or statements aforesaid ; and the person 
making such statement shall certify that the same is true 
and correct ; atid if any of the aforesaid parties shall refuse J^/fJ^^Jj 
or neglect the required statement, the assessor shall proceed refuse, 
to make out, from the best means in his power, a statement **"^" *° 
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of money or stock specified above, owned by such person, 
firm, partnership, company or corporation. 

If the above required persons do not, in their statements, 
set forth the full aggregate amount of their money or 
stock as required, they shall respectively forfeit the sum 
of one hundred dollars ;' the said statement, however, is 
not required to exhibit more or other facts than the whole 
or aggregate amount of the money or stock specified as 
above. 

Each assessor shall, at the time he is required to make 
return to the county commissioners of other property 
assessed by him, make return of the statements received 
and made out by him, in pursuance of the above provi- 
sions ; and the money and stock specified above, ascer- 
tained, and from the statements aforesaid, shall be, by the 
county commissioners assessed and taxed in the same man- 
ner, for the same purposes, and at the same rates as are 
specified and provided for the assessment of money and 
stock in the act of the 29th of April, 1844 (providing for 
a tax of one and a half mills on each one per cent of the 
dividend or profit on the capital stock of all banks, insti- 
tutions and companies incorporated by this commonwealth, 
where there is a diviednd or profit on such stock of six 
per cent per annum, or more ; and where there is no divi- 
dend or profit declared or the dividend or profit is less 
than six per cent per annum, then the treasurer or ca.shier 
is to transmit to the treasurer a sum equal to three mills on 
every dollar of the value of the capital stock, estimated at 
its actual value in cash), provided, that in case any person, 
any member of any firm or partnership, any president, 
secretary, cashier or treasurer of any company or corporate 
body shall refuse or neglect to make any statement, as 
hereinbefore required, the county commissioners sliall add 
to the amount returned by the proper assessor of money 
and stock as aforesaid, owned by any such person or com- 
pany, firm or corporate body, an amount equal to fifty per 
cent thereon, and shall then proceed to levy the tax afore- 
said upon the whole amount thereof 

Within four weeks after the general election, the county 
commissioners shall issue their precept to the assepsors 
of the respective townships, wards and districts, who shall, 
within sixty days thereafter, make out and return a per- 
fect list of all the taxable inhabitants of their wards, town- 
ships and districts, respectively, and all taxable property 
and valuation of the same; said value to continue till the 
next triennial assessment, at which time the assessment 
shall be made by the assessors and assistant assessors. 
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If the assessors shall believe that any person or corpo- irrotnmbe 
ration has rendered a false return or not made a full dis- 8es«)"to 
closure, they shall return what they believe to be the full ^^'; ''"" 
value and amount to the commissioners of the proper 
county, and such person or corporation may appeal to the 
county commissioners who may abate the assessment on 
evidence of appellant or other evidence. 

If the assessors and assistant assessors do not rate all do"norrate 
objects of taxation at the actual value and at the rates and '^?"1'''' ^ 
prices for which they would bona fide sell, the county com- aciaai 
missioners on the return of the said assessors to their office, mi^iinetii' 
siiall raise or rednce the said value to the true standard. Jofj^a™'"" 
The commissioners shall not impose a different rate per stanuard. 
centum on different townships in their county, but the 
same shall be equal throughout, and all rates shall be levied e^'ai'." ''° 
on tlie assessments as returned and corrected. 

The county commissioners immediately after the return Tabular 
of the assessments and valuation of their respective coun- bycommis- 
ties in every year of triennial assessment, shall make out a ''™"*- 
tabular statement of such assessment, showing the amount 
at which all the real and personal property and respective 
offices and posts of profit, possessions, trades and occu- 
pations, and all other matters and things made taxable, 
have been valued and assessed; also the gross amount of 
tax assessed for county purposes in said county, and the 
rate per centum imposed to raise such tax, and transmit 
the same to the auditor general to be Bled in his office. 

The period durino; which warrants issued to collectors warrant 

. efltict QS.1 for 

shall be effectual for the collection of taxes, shall be two two years, 
years and no more. 

Every collector shall, within six weeks from the date of autics'*"^'' 
his warrant, pay all such moneys as he may by that time 
have received, to the treasurer of the proper county or 
township, as the case may be, at a certain time and place 
to be mentioned in such warrant. 

Every collector shall, within three months after receiv- 
ing the corrected duplicate, pa}-- to the treasurer of- the 
proper county or township, as the case may be, the whole 
amount of the taxes charged and assessed in such duplicate, 
excepting such sum as the commissioners or supei'visors 
and overseers, as the case may be, in their discretion may 
exonerate him from, on pain of being answerable foi-, and 
charged with, the whole balance so remaining unpaid. 

The collectors of the townships in which the lands lie, J,;^",;,^,?*^''^ 
shall return to the commissioners of the several counties, suffldent 
all real estate within this commonwealth on which personal Jlropert} ia 
property cannot be found sufficient to pay the taxes as- notfouudto 
16 
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sessed thereon, and where the owner neglects or refuses to 
pay the said taxes ; and the said lands shall be sold as 
unseated lands are now sold in satisfaction of the taxes due 
by the said owner ; provided, that no sale shall be made 
of such lands, for the purpose aforesaid, until the owner 
thereof shall have refused or neglected to pay the taxes 
aforesaid for two years ; provided, further, that the owner 
or owners of all such lands shall ,have the right to redeem 
them at any time within one year after receiving actual 
notice from the treasurer of the county where such lands 
lie, that they have been sold, by paying the amount of 
taxes and costs due thereon, with interest from the time 
when said taxes fell due. 
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RHODE ISLAND. 

Tax officers. Assessors of Towns. 

Court of Common Pleas. 
General Treasurer. 
Town Treasurer. 
Colleetor. 

The electors of any town may impose a tax for lawful 
purposes on the ratable property of the town, either in a 
sum certain, or in a sum not less than a certain sum and 
not more than a certain sum, or, in a certain percentage 
on the valuation of such property, to be made by the 
assessors of the town ; and may order the time when 
such tax shall be assessed, and when the same shall be 
paid. 

The assessors shall assess and apportion any tax on the 
inhabitants of the town, and the ratable property therein, 
at the time ordered by the town. 

Before assessing the same, they shall give public notice 
by posting or advertising, requiring every taxable person 
and body coiporate, to bring in unto them a true and exact 
account of all his ratable estate, describing and specifying 
the value of every parcel of his real and personal estate, 
at such time as they may prescribe. 

Every person bringing in any such account shall make 
oath before one of the assessors that the account exhibited 
by him contains, to the best of his knowledge and judg- 
ment, a true and full account and valuation of all his rata- 
ble estate ; and whoever neglects or refuses to bring in such 
account, if overtaxed, shall have no remedy therefor. 
List. The assessors shall make a list containing the true full 

cash value of all the ratable estate in the town, placing real 
and personal estate in separate columns, and distinguishing 
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tliose who give in an account from those who do not; and 
shall apportion the tax accordingly. 

If any person shall bring in an account, the assessors Assessors 

shall nevertheless assess such person's ratable estate at what nofwuh- 

they deem its cash value. ^'ecomll? 

Any person aggrieved thereby, may, within six months petition of 

after the time appointed for the payment of such tax, peti- p|fsOT™o 

tion the court of common pleas ibr the county, which court court of 

, T, . 11-1 *^ 1 com. pleas. 

snail give reasonable notice to the assessors to answer the 
same, and if, on trial, it shall appear that such person has 
concealed or omitted any property, or has not placed a fair 
value thereon, the assessors shall have judgment and exe- 
cution for their costs. 

If it shall appear to the court that a true account was Dnties of 
given in, they shall give judgment that the sum in which 
such person was overtaxed, with his costs, be deducted from 
his tax ; but if such person's tax be paid, or if the amount 
overtaxed and costs be more than the tax, then the same, 
or the overplus, shall be paid by the town treasurer out of 
the treasury, on producing a copy of the judgment. 

The assessors, on completing the assessment as aforesaid, Assessment 

1 Ti ■ T 1 ■ 1 -1 rv f 1 deposited in 

shall sign and deposit the same in the oface oi the town towncierk's 

1 , ° ^ office. 

clerk. 

The town clerk shall make and deliver a copy to the y^.™"' °^ 
town treasurer, who shall forthwith issue a warrant affixed surer to 
to said copy, directed to the collector of taxes of the town, '^""^'=''"- 
commanding him to prodeed and collect the several sums 
of money therein expressed, of the persons and estates liable 
therefor, by the time directed by the town, and pay over 
the same to him or his successor in ofl&ce. 

Whenever any state tax is hereafter ordered by the state tax. 
general assembly to be assessed and levied on the inhabi- 
tants or ratable estates within this state, and no special 
provision is ordered, the secretary of state shall forthwith 
send a certified copy of the act imposing the tax, to the 
town clerk of every town who shall notify the assessors 
thereof and deliver such copy to them ; and the assessors 
shall immediately give notice and proceed to assess the 
same or their town's proportion thereof, the same as in a 
town tax. 

Any person bringing in a hst of his ratable estate, if 
overtaxed shall have the same remedy as if it were a town 
tax, and if, on petition, judgment be given that such per- 
son is overtaxed, or if any person's tax for any cause be 
not collected, the deficiency caused thereby in the town tax 
shall be paid to the state by the town treasurer out of the 
town treasury. 



Overtax. 
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The assessors, having completed the assessment, shall 
sign and deposit it in the offi<;c of the town clerk of tlie. town, 
■who shall foithwith send a copy to the general treasurer 
■with the names of the town treasurer and collector of taxes 
of the town and address. 

The general treasurer shall forthwith issue his ■warrant 
affixed to said copy, to the collector of the town, c(jmmand- 
ing him, in the name of the state, to collect the several 
sums therein expressed against each person's name, by such 
time as is by law limited, and pay over thq same to him or 
his successors in office. 

The collector shall proceed forth^with to collect tlie same, 
in the same manner as in the case of town taxes. 



Tax officers. 
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TENNESSEE. 

Board of Revie'w (composed of the Assessor and two freeholders of the 

District of Complainant). 
Coimty Court. 
Clerk of Coimty Court. 
District Assessor. 
Collector. 

County revenue is derived from taxes; 

On white polls ; 

On property ; 

On sales of merchandise ; 

On Sides of patent medicines ; 

On the exercise of privileges ; 

From strays ; 

From fines and forfeitures, and 

Fi'om moneys remaining unclaimed more than two years 
in clerks' offices. 

The polls, property, sales of merchandise and privileges 
that are taxable or exempt from taxation, for county j)m-- 
poses, are the same that are taxable and exempt from luxa- 
tion for state revenue. 

The rate of taxation for county purposes shall not exceed 
the rate of state taxation for the time being. 

The county court may impose taxes for county purposes, 
and fix the i-ate thereof at its first vsession every year; anil 
if the court omit said- duty at said first session, it shall 
perform it at its next April or any subsequent quarterly 
session. 

Taxes on property for county purposes shall be imposed 
on the value thereof, as the same is ascertained by the 
assessment for state taxation. 

County revenue shall be collected by the ofEcers at the 
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time and in the manner prescribed for the collection of the howcoi- 
state revenue. '''"^''■ 

Tlie*ijerson elected collector of the state and county tax collector's 
at the first court in each year, if the court elect a collector, 
and if not, the sheriff shall, at the April court then next 
thereiifter, enter into bond, with approved sureties, to the 
satisfaction of the county court, in a penalty double the 
amount of the county tax to be collected for tlie year, pay- 
able to the state of Tennessee, conditioned to collect, duly 
account for and pay into the county treasury at the time 
prescribed by law, all taxes by liim collected, or that ought 
to be collected in each year, during his continuance in 
office. 

He shall also, in open court, take and subscribe an oath O""!- 
for the faithful performance of his duty, which shall be 
indorsed upon his bond. 

This bond and oath shall be entered of record in the Bona and 
office of the clerk of the county court, and the original corded^and 
therein filed away and preserved. *"*''■ 

A book, to be called the Eevenue Docket, shall be kept J^^^^^J"^ 
by the clerk of the county court, as one of the books of 
his office in which he shall record all the sources of the 
county revenue, whether consisting of taxes upon polls and 
property, or upon sales of merchandise and patent medi- 
cines ; or on the exercises of privileges ; or on strays ; or 
of fines and forfeitures, or otherwise. 

Every white male inhabitant of the state, between the who to pay 
ages of twenty-one and fifty years, except persons wounded ^° 
in the military service of the country, or deaf, dumb, blind, 
incapable of labor, ministers of the gospel, or persons 
exempt by particular laws, shall pay a poll tax. 

Any person incapable of labor, wishing to have himself Exemption 
declared exempt from the poll tax, shall apply to the taxf" 
county court by petition, stating the ground of his claim 
thereto ; and if the court, upon hearing the petition and 
the testimony produced before them, be of opinion that the 
petitioner is incapable of labor, they shall declare him to 
be so, of record ; and the production of a copy of the 
same, duly authenticated to the collector, shall be his 
authority for omitting to collect the poll tax from such 
person. 

Assessed taxes, and the cost oi reporting land for sale Lie°- 
for taxes, shall be and remain a lien upon all lands and 
other real estate, and upon all slaves and other taxable 
property of the individuals who are returned for the same, 
when they shall become due and payable according to law. 
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This lien shall extend to each and every part of all tracts 
or lots of land, and to every species of taxable property, 
notwithstanding any division or alienation thereof;* or the 
assessing or advertising the same in the name of persons 
not actually owners thereof at the time of the sale, or 
though the owner be unknown. 

In all cases where license is, by law, required for the 
exercise of any privilege, the building in which such privi- 
lege shall be exercised shall be liable for the tax, or the 
penalty incurred by exercising the privilege without 
license. 

There shall be an assessor of taxes for each civil district 
in every county of the state, who shall be appointed by 
the county court at its January session every year, and be 
a resident of the district for which he is appointed. 

The judge or chairman of the county court may, in va- 
cation, appoint an a.ssessor for any district in which the 
court has omitted to appoint one, or the appointee, by 
reason of sickness or other suf&cient excuse, is unable to 
perform the duty. 

Before entering upon the duties of the office, each asses- 
sor shall take an oath before a magistrate, iaithfully to 
perform said duties. 

Upon the Saturday next after their appointment, the 
assessors shall meet at the court house of their respective 
counties, and agree and determine upon the basis of the 
assessments, which shall be equal and uniform. 

The person who, on the 10th of January, in any year, 
is owner of real estate liable to taxation, shall be bound to 
pay the taxes assessed thereon for that year ; and the same 
shall be assessed in the name of such person, if he can be 
dLscovered. 

All property held by an executor or administrator, trus- 
tee or guardian, or by any person in any fiduciary char- 
acter, shall be assessed to said person in such character, 
and shall be entered in the assessor's book in a separate 
lice from his own property. 

As tD the place of assessment the following rules shall 
be observed : 

Every person shall be assessed for his poll tax in the 
county where he resides when the assessment is made, 
unless he has been assessed for the same tax year in an- 
other county. 

All real property shall be assessed in the county where 
it lies. 

Slaves shall be assessed to the owner in the county where 
he resides, whether in his possession or not, and whether 
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in tbe same county or not. If hired out in another, they 
shall be assessed to the hirer for the amount of the hire, 
and if .the owner lives in another state, then they shall be 
assessed to the hirer at the value. 

All other personal property shall be assessed in the 
county where it is at the time of the assessment. 

In estimating the value of lands and town lots, their loca- criteria of 
tion, proximity to local advantages, quality of soil, growth u^l°^ 
of timber, mines, minerals, quarries, fossils unworked, and 
improvements not liable to separate tax, shall be taken 
into consideration, and they shall be set down at their real 
value in money, not at forced sale, according to the best 
judgment the assessor can form, from information, inspec- , 
tion or otherwise. 

In estimating the value of saw and other mills, distil- p/op*/ty 
leries, breweries, foundries, forges, establishments for mining ■ 
and quarrying, working marble, maki-ng gins or carringes, 
and other manufacturing establishments, turnpike or plank 
road gates, or roads and bridges, and ferries and wharves, 
the anntial gross income pf the same, their location and 
other sources of value shall be taken into consideration. 

The assessors shall enter the assessment of real property AnseaBment 
in one book, and of persons and personal property in an- '""'''^• 
other, suitably ruled and substantially bound. 

The book containing the assessment of real property Eeaity 
shall show, in separate columns : ^"°^ 

1. The name, in alphabetical order, of each owner of the 
property assessed ia each civil district, unless the owner 
be unknown, in which case it shall be so stated. 

2. The description of the property. 

3. The contents, when it can be known, in acres. 

4. The value of the property. 

5. The amount of the tax assessed on the same. 

In describing lands assessed, when it can be done, the Description 
surveyor's district, range, township, section and sectional °'i''">"^- 
subdivisions shall be shown. If this cannot be done, the 
assessor shall adopt that mode of description which will 
moat clearly and conveniently identify the property. When 
several tracts or parcels of land, belonging to the same per- 
son, lie contiguous, forming one entire tract, the whole may 
be included in one valuation, and so extended. 

The book containing the assessment of persons or polls Personalty 
and personal property, shall show in separate columns : 

The name, in alphabetical order, of each owner of pro- 
perty assessed in each civil district; the number of slaves 
to be taxed to each person ; the value of said slaves ; all 
saw and grist mills, distilleries, breweries, foundries, forges. 
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establishments for mining, quarrying, working marble, 
making gins or carriages, and otjjer manufactuiing estab- 
lisliments, turnpike or plank road gates or roads, and 
bridges, ferries and wliarves ; the value of said property ; 
jewelry, gold and silver watches, chains, gold and silver 
plate and ornaments over fifty dollars ; pianos and house- 
hold furniture over the value of five hundred dollars, and 
all pleasure vehicles; the value of said property; race 
horses used for racing and entered, trained or run, during 
the year preceding the assessment, and all horses and 
mules over the value of one tljousand dollars, except 
stallions or jacks kept to be let to mares for pa}', and such 
horses and mules as are kept and used for saddle and har- 
ness purposes; all neat cattle and sheep over the value of 
five hundred dollars ; all capital lent or deposited in or out 
of the state at interest ; the value of said property ; all slaves 
and state stocks ; the value of said property ; the polls ; 
aggregate amount of taxes. 

Notice of Each assessor shall inve fifteen days' notice of time and 

place or assessment. The tax-payer shall give in to assessor 

Tax-payer's a Complete llst of his property, subject to taxation of every 
description. 

^^!™'„°J '° The assessor having derived all information from the 

examine , o ^ . ,111. t r tp 

property. Owner he can, shall go and examine the land himself, li 
the owner or person having charge is absent from necessity, 

casofto" or infirm, or a female, the assessor shall make a list of pro- 

makeiiBt. perty from the best information he can obtain. 

MieMment. ^'^ ^ sccond assessment, the assessor shall give a like 
notice as above. 

I'aiinreof If the Owner fail to give list, on demand, the assessor 

ownKF to 

give list. shall make one and assess a double tax on property. 
Meetin); to Assessors shall annuallv meet to equalize assessments, 

equalize - .*iiiii ■ 

asiCBsment. and a majority shall make alterations. 

Board of If any One is aggrieved by assessment, the assessor, with 

two freeholders of the district where complainant lives, 
shall review the assessment, and the assessor shall enter 
in his book the proper correction, subject to revision on 
appeal to county court. 

coUooUon '^^^ '^^^'"'^ °^ ^^^ county conrt shall make out from the 

original assessment books, a list, in a ruled book of alpha- 
betical names of every person against whom a tax has been 
assessed, and the amount which he, certifying to its correct- 
ness, shall give to the collector; 
tl^.om^" The clerk shall also make out an aggregate statement of 
troiior. taxable property and polls in each civil district and state 
tax due thereon, and forward the same to the comptroller 
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on .or before the 1st of July in each year, on forfeiture of 
fifty dolliirs. 

The collector on receiving the tax list shall immediately Notice to 
give twenty days' notice in four public places in each civil p"^'*^®'" 
district, of time and place where he will receive taxes. 

If any person in the district fail to attend, or otherwise Distress, 
fail to pay his taxes on or before the day appointed, the 
collector shall distrain and sell delinquent's goods and chat- 
tels on twenty days' notice of sale. 

If there are no goods and chattels distrainable, the col- saieof 
lector shall report to the circuit court of the county at the taxes.""^ 
first term of the court, stating in report the tracts of land, Eeport. 
lots that have been assessed for the year, on which said 
taxes are due and unpaid, and that owners have no goods 
and chattels distrainable for taxes in his county. The court judgment, 
shall then give judgment against said lands in the names 
of reputed owners, and on such judgment the clerk shall 
issue an order for sale of said lands. 

The collector shall give forty days' notice of time and Notice of 
place of such sale, describing lands (notice published in 
newspapers), and if the taxes are not paid before the time 
of sale, the lauds are sold enough to satisfy taxes and costs. 

No land shall be sold for less than the taxes and costs 
thereon, and that bidder shall be the purchaser who will 
pay the same for the smallest number of acres. 

If no person will bid the amount of taxes, costs and ^^J^^g^® 
charges, the collector shall bid off the same in the name of 
the treasurer, as superintendent of public instruction, for the 
use of common schools. 

No conveyance of land sold for taxes shall be made to Hedemp- 
purchaser till twelve months from sale, within which time 
the owner or other persons for him may redeem by paying 
the taxes, costs and charges, with interest on the same, at the 
rate of fifty per cent per annum, together with the 
amount of taxes accrued between the sale and redemption, 
and then sale shall go for nothing. 



TEXAS. 

Assessor and CoUector of each Couuty. Tas officers 

County Court. 

Comptroller. 

An assessor and collector of taxes for every county shall ^^l^^l^ 
be elected every two years, and shall give bond to the tor. 
state and make oath to the faithful discharge of his duties, 

17 
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and sball also give bond to the like effect to the chief jus- 
tices of their respective counties. 

The assessors and collectors shall severally prepare an 
assessment roll for their respective counties of the names 
of the taxable persons and their property, real and personal, 
and value thereof, and amount of taxes due thereon ; for 
which purpose they shall, annually, between January and 
May, severally attend in each precinct in their county to 
receive the assessment of the inhabitants thereof, and make 
known by public advertisement where they will attend to 
receive the inventories thereof; and if any person neglect 
or refuse to attend and render the inventory, the assessor and 
collector shall visit such person at his abode and take his 
assessment ; and, if he is not found, leave a written notice to 
render the inventory of his taxable property at tlie assessor 
and collector's ofi&ce prior to the 1st of May thereafter. 

The list or inventory shall contain a description of taxa- 
ble property of such person in his or her right or repre- 
sentative character ; and said person shall make and 
subscribe oath to the truth of the list and the value. The 

Eroducts of the soil of the state while in the producer's 
ands shall not be included in the list. 
Each county court shall revise the roll of their respective 
assessors and collector.*, and when the assessment on any 
property is lower, in the court's opinion, than is the true 
value of such property, the court shall have power to cor- 
rect such assessment if such property is situate in the county 
where revision is made; and shall not give a certificate to 
the assessor and collector until such correction is made. 

Each assessor and collector shall make a list of the per- 
sonal property of his county which has not been given in 
for assessment, according to the provisions of this act, and 
assess the same in the name of the owner, if known ; if 
not, then by description of property, owner unknown ; 
and the valae of such property shall be determined by the 
assessor and collector who shall assess the same at its cash 
valuation and no more; and the same may be sold, as in 
other cases, if the tax be not paid. 

_ The said officer shall annually make out three copies of 
his assessment roll, setting forth in separate columns the 
different descriptions of taxable property, real and personal, 
rendered for taxation owned or held by any person, from a 
corporate body in his county, and value; the amount of 
taxes due, and also a list of unrendered personal property. 
One copy he shall retain for his own use ; one he shall 
deposit m the office of the clerk of the county court of his 
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county, and one in the office of the comptroller of public 
accounts on or before the 1st of July in every yenr. 

The assessor and collector shall assess all persons and of''f|™n8' 
property not assessed in any past year, in his assessment andpro- 
roll, next after discovering the same, at the same rate under asscMedin 
which such inhabitants and property should have been yearf*"' 
assessed for such year ; such assessment shall be entered 
at the end of the roll, stating the years for which such in- 
habitants or property should have been assessed ; and the 
taxes thereon shall be collected in the same manner as other 
assessments. 

The commissioner of the general land office shall cause Abstract of 
to be prepared from the records and surveys filed in liis meahreja^ 
office, an abstract of all the lands, titles or'surveys in the ™^'*'^- 
state designating the grantee, the amount of the grant, the 
class to which each belongs, whether headriglit,* bounty, 
donation or special grant, and county where situate; which 
abstract shall be made up to the 1st of January, 1851, and 
deposited in the office of the comptroller ; and on the 1st 
of January in each year thereafter, all patents issued, and 
surveys returned during the preceding year, shall be fur- 
nished by the commissioners of the general land office, and 
added to said abstract? The assessors and collectors shall 
also furnish the comptroller with maps of the cities and 
towns in their counties. 

Each person being a resident citizen of this state own- Surveyed 
ing or claiming surveyed lands situated in any other county residents, 
than that in which he resides, may render the same for anS'non-^*' 
assessment to the assessor and collector of the county where residents, 

, . T . , -1 "^ , now ren- 

he resides, m the same manner as other property, together deredfor 
with a full and complete description thereof, and the name ^™*'"™'' 
of the original grantee, and its number on the abstract ; 
and all railroad, canal and colonization companies, and all 
persons residing beyond the limits of the state, owning or 
claiming surveyed lands situated in this state, may in like 
manner render the same for assessment to the assessor and 
collector of any county in the state; provided, that the Proviso, 
parties thus rendering the property, whether a resident or 
non-resident, shall value such -land at the "average value" 

* The right of dtizeni?, if heads of families, to one league and labor of 
land ; of every single man of the age of seventeen and upwards, to the 
third part of one league of land; and of volunteers who arrived in the then 
republic after the 2d of March, 1836, and before the 1st of August, 1836, 
and received an honorable discharge, and took the oath prescribed by the 
Constitution, or who may have died, and who are entitled to the same quan- 
tity of land prescribed to original colonists. ComtUution of Texas and Ikcas 
Reports, Vol. 1, pp. 83, 568. 
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of the lands in the county where the same is situated, for 
the year next preceding such assessment ; and the comp- 
troller shall ascertain the " average value " of the land in 
each and every county of this state, for every year, and 
shall famish such value on or before the 1st of January 
next, ensuing, and in all cases when in consequence of any 
vague and imperfect rendition as to the name of the origi- 
nal grantee or other description of the surveyed lands so 
rendered, the same cannot be identified, and is declared for- 
feited to the state as provided by law, the person making 
such imperfect description, shall be required to redeem the 
same as though it had not been rendered for assessment ; 
and, further provided, that any person desiring to give in 
his lands for taxation, situated in counties other than that 
of his residence, may make out a list or lists thereof, under 
oath, containing an accurate description of the same, and 
the name of the original grantee, and transmit it to the 
assessor and collector of the county where the" land lies, 
and upon the receipt of all such lists, the assessor and col- 
lector shall assess the value of such land at its actual value, 
which may be paid to the comptroller or assessor of the 
county where the owner resides ; provided that nothing 
herein contained shall be so construed as to prevent non- 
residence of persons who own lands situated in other coun- 
ties than those in which they reside, from giving them in 
for assessment in the county where they are situated, as 
other citizens of such county. 

The comptroller, on the receipt of the several assessment 
rolls of the several counties, shall compare said rolls with 
the abstracts from the general land office tiled with him, 
and with the maps as furnished by the assessors, and sub- 
tract therefrom such tracts or portions of tracts of land and 
town lots as may have been rendered for assessment to the 
assessors and collectors, reported by them, and if there 
shall remain any track or portion of a tract which has not 
been rendered and assessed, the comptroller shall assess the 
same at the average rate of the land rendered in the county 
where it is situated; and if town lots, at the average rate 
of lots rendered for assessment in the town or city in which 
the same may be situated, and forward it to the assessor 
and collector of said county, whose duty it shall be, on a 
failure of payment of the taxes thus assessed, at the re- 
quired time,tto levy thereon by virtue of such assessment 
so made as aforesaid, and sell as directed in other cases ; 
provided, it shall be lawful for any person or persons, non- 
residents of this state, who may own lands or other property 
liable to taxation, to pay all taxes due on such property to 
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the comptroller ; provided, however, that the tax on said 
property be paid to said comptroller on or before the 1st 
of December next after the assessment thereof; and the 
comptroller shall furnish a list of all such taxes so paid to ^"t- 
bim, with the names of the persons, paying the same, to 
the assessor and collector of the county for which such 
taxes were paid, before the 1st of March thereafter. 

If, from any cause, the direct taxes of any county are other time 
not assessed and collected within the period mentioned in ^EFu^^to 
this a'ct, the comptroller shall appoint some other time, lie assessed, 
within which said taxes shall be assessed and collected, 
and no person shall suffer any of the penalties herein im- 
posed from any failure caused by such unavoidable change 
of time ; but any person who shall fail to render his or her 
assessment list, and pay his taxes within the period so 
designated by the comptroller, shall incur all the prescribed 
penalties. 

Every assessor and collector, after he has made out and :?'?^^^S''^ 

11 11(11' -ii*^"*^ coUeo 

returned the assessment roll of his count}', as required, be- tor tocoi- 
tween the 1st of October and the 1st of March, shall pro- taxes.'' 
ceed to collect the taxes therein mentioned, and for that 
purpose shall attend in each precinct in his county, at the 
place of holding elections, between the 1st of October and 
the 1st of March, to receive the taxes from the residents 
thereof, for which purpose he shall make known, by pub- 
lic advertisement, where and when he will attend ; and if 
any person neglect or refuse to attend, the assessor and col- 
lector shall visit such person at his abode to receive the 
same, if found; if not, shall leave a written notice for such 
person to pay over his taxes, at his office, prior to the 1st 
of March thereafter. 



UTAH. 

County Court. Tar offlcers. 

Assessor and Collector. 

Each county court shall annually in December appoint Assessor 
an assessor who shall also be the collector, and shall give tor. "° ^°' 
bond and take oath to the faithful performance of his duty, 
and if the court deem it necessary shall give other bonds 
or security. 

Properly shall be assessed in the county where it is at ''^"®^p'°" 
the time of assessment, and to the owner if known, other- sessed. 
wise to the person in possession. 

The first assessment on goods brought into the territory Assessment 
for sale shall be made by adding to the amount of the in- trol^uf 
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voice the average per cent realized or intended to be, and 
goods thus assessed, but remaining unsold at tbe time of 
tlie next assessment, shall be assessed like other taxable 
property ; and said goods shall be assessed, and the tax col- 
lected, where they ai;e exposed for sale, and immediately 
after the receipt of any lot of goods intended for sale, the 
owner or agent shall furnish the assessor and collector with 
the correct amount of the invoices, a copy of which he shall 
file in the oifice of the clerk of the county court. 

The county clerk in each county shall, previous to, the 
1st of January in each year, furni.sh the assessor and col- 
lector with a suitable book with appropriate headings for 
his tax list; said assessor must make his tax list in alpha- 
betical order, and shall pursue that course in his official 
duties, which, in his judgment, will enable him to com- 
plete the assessment in the most uniform manner and 
shortest time. To aid him therein he may, when neces- 
sary, leave with any person or at any residence a copy of 
the aforesaid book or heading, with the name of the per- 
son required to fill it, and a reasonable time when to be 
returned, and any person furnished with said list must 
comply with the requirements. 

The assessor and collector shall present the tax list to 
the county court at its June session, which shall finally 
adjudicate all complaints of errors in the assessments which 
may be presented during the session and the assessor and 
collector's compensation, and the rate per cent requisite for' 
the yearly county revenue, shall be determined. 

The clerk of the court shall, immediately after the ad- 
journment of the June session, place on the tax list the 
territorial and county rate per cent for that year, with the 
amount of each person's territorial and county tax. He 
shall make a copy of the tax list thus furnished and fur- 
nish it to the assessor and collector, and inform the terri- 
torial treasurer and auditor of public accounts of the total 
amount of the territorial tax, the name of the assessor and 
collector, and amount for his services, which must be paid 
by the territory and county, in proportion to their share of 
taxes; and file the original list with the office records. 

When the assessor and collector receives the tax list he 
shall immediately proceed to collect the taxes by requiring 
of each tax-payer his amount of tax, and shall pay the part 
collected for the county to the county treasurer once a month, 
or oftener if required by the county court; and the part 
collected for the territory to the territorial treasurer, quarter 
yearly, or oftener, if required by said treasurer, and take a 
receipt for all payments; and shall, on or before the 1st of 
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September, make a report to the auditor of public accounts of 
tlie amount of territorial funds on hand, of territorial tax 
collected, and what will probably be realized from the por- 
tion still uncollected ; and a like report of the condition of 
the county tax to the county court, on the 1st day of its Sep- 
tember session, at which he must be present with the tax list, 
and shall make a full report to, and settlement with, the 
auditor of public accounts, and the county court, during the 
December session of said court. 

In case any person neglects or refiises to pay his tax collector to 
when required, the assessor and collector is empowered to refusaUo 
take and sell, in the manner most advantageous for the pay'*^ 
owner, enough taxable property of the delinquent to pay 
his tax and costs of collection ; and if said property is to 
be sold at public sale he shall give reasonable notice of the 
time, place and kind of property. 

Tlie county court shall, during its September session, Dciin- 
examine the names of those then delinquent on the tax list, ^"«°*8- 
and if, in their judgment, thetaxesof any delinquent ought 
to be remitted, the clerk of said court siiall write the word 
" remitted " against each person's name, and when the ex- 
amination of the list is completed, the clerk shall forthwith 
report to the territorial treasurer, and the auditor of public 
accounts, the amount of territorial taxes remitted. And 
said court, at its December session, shall again examine the 
tax list, and proceed as at the September sesssion, and if 
names of delinquents still remain on the list, the amount 
of their delinquency shall be paid by the assessor and col- 
lector, who is hereby empowered to collect such taxes for 
his own benefit. 

If necessary, the assessor and collector may appoint a Depnty. 
deputy to assist him in the assessment. Both assessors and 
collectors and their deputies are authorized to administer 
oaths in the discharge of their official duties. 

Any person refusing to give the assessor and collector Refnsai or 
an account of his taxable property or giving a false state- ^ent.*""*' 
ment designedly, shall, on conviction before any court 
having jurisdiction, be fined not exceeding the value of the 
property in question ; or if he neglects to comply with any Person 
requisition of this act, when applicable to him, on convic- SS™fu^ 
tion shall pay such amount as may be adjudged by said j,°f|.PJ''^ne^ 
court, or if he knowingly much undervalues any portion property to 
of his taxable property, nOt seen by the assessor and col- chMeSat 
lector, the latter is empowered to purchase the same for the S "/ing, 
county at the said valuation of such owner. tion. 

The assessor and collector is required to collect taxes at. Persons 
the rate of the previous year from any person that he \* "" '° 
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presumes will move from the county before the regular 
time for collection ; and to assess any person or property 
that has been accidentally omitted daring the time for 
assessment ; and must report his doings under this section 
in the same manner as though done within the regular 
times. 

When the public good of any county requires an expen- 
diture exceeding its legal revenue, the county court may 
submit the object of such expenditure and the amount 
required to be voted upon by the people, at such time and 
place as the court may appoint, of which at least six days' 
notice must be given ; and any surplus of funds raised by the 
vote of the people shall be paid into the county treasury ; 
and the county clerk shall make a separate list of the names 
of the taxable persons and place opposite each name his 
share of the tax voted for, and furnish said list to the acting 
assessor and collector, who shall proceed therewith as with 
the collection of the current taxes. 

The county courts may, at any regular or special term 
fix the rate per cent of taxes for the current year, and shall 
furnish the assessor and collector as soon as practicable 
after his appointment and qualification, with a tax list, 
as now provided in the seventh section, who is hereby autho- 
rized to collect, at any time thereafter, the tax due on all 
property intended to be removed from the county previous 
to the usual time of collection. 

Any person, feeling aggrieved at the assessment of the 
assessor or deputy and wishing to remove from the county 
before the proper time of adjudication of such cases as 
provided by law, may give notice to the probate judge of 
such county, who shall immediately cause a special term 
(if required) of the court to be held, and shall adjudicate all 
such cases as may be presented. 



YEEMONT. 

Tax officers. Legislative Committee of Equalization to form Grand List. (One Mem- 

ber of the Legialature from each County.) 

Convention of Equalization. (One Lister from each Town. ) 

Board of Civil Authority, or Abatement of Taxes. (The Selectmen, 
Justices and Listers of the several Towns.) 

Selectmen of each Town. 

Listers or Assessors of each Town. 

First Constable of each Town, ex officio, Collector 

hJw^'n -^^ ^^^ ^"^ personal estate owned by the inhabitants of, 
grand list or situated in, this state, shall be set in the grand list at 
one per centum of its value, and be liable to taxation, sub- 
ject to exception. 
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All real estate shall be assessed and set in the list in the 
town where such estate is situated, to the person^ wlio sball 
be the last owner thereof, or possessor on the 1st of April, 
in each year. 

In case such estate is mortgaged, the mortgagor shall, 
for all purposes of taxation, be deemed the owner, until the 
mortgagee takes possession, after which the mortgagee shall 
be deemed the owner. 

The undivided real estate of any deceased person shall 
be assessed to his executor or administrator, till be gives 
notice to the listers of the sale or division of the same, to- 
gether with the names of the several purchasers, heirs or 
devisees to whom it has been transferred. 

All personal estate liable to taxation shall (with the 
exceptions below) be assessed to the one who owned the 
same on the 1st of April, in each year, if then an inhabi- 
tant. 

These are the exceptions : 

All goods, wares and merchandise, or other stock in 
trade (including that employed in the mechanical arts), in 
any town other than where owner resides, shall be taxed 
in tliose towns, if owners hire or occupy stores, wharves, 
or shops therein, and shall not be taxable where owners 
reside. 

All machinery, in any branch of manufacture, of any 
corporation or company, shall be assessed to the same in 
the town where it is situated or employed ; aiid in assessing 
such stoclcholders for stocks in any manufacturing corpora- 
tion or company, there shall first be deducted from the value 
thereof, the value of the machinery and real estate of such 
corporation or company. 

All horses, asses, mules, neat cattle and sheep, kept in a 
town other than where owner resides, shall -be assessed to 
the owner in the town where kept, on the 1st of April. 

All personal estate of persons under guardianship, shall 
be assessed to the guardian, in the town where ward resides, 
provided he resides in this state, otherwise it is assessed to 
such guardian in the town where he resides. 

Ail personal estate held in trust by an executor, admin- 
istrator or trustee, the income of which it is to be paid to 
any married woman or other person, shall be assessed to 
the husband, or to such other person, in the town where 
he resides, but if such married woman or other person re- 
side out of the state, the same shall be assessed to such 
executor, administrator or trustee, in the town where he 
resides. 

18 
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Personal estate of deceased persons, in the hands of their 
executors or administrators, and not distributed, shall be 
assessed to the executors or administrators, in the town and 
(for purpose of school and highway taxes) district where 
deceased person last dwelt, until said estate has been dis- 
tributed and paid to the parties interested therein. 

The listers (assessors) shall appraise and set in tlie list 
of personal property all swine that have been wintered one 
winter, all hives or swarms of bees, pleasure wagons, car- 
riages and sleighs, gold and silver watches, and all kinds 
of goods, wares and merchandise or chattels, of whatever 
kind or name, whether at home or abroad, unless the pro- 
perty abroad is taxed in another state, and except such 
property as is exempted by this act. 

Partners in mercantile or other business, whether residing 
in same or different towns, may be jointly asses.sed under 
their partnership name, in the town where their business is 
done, for all personal estate employed in such business ; and 
if they have business in two or more towns, they shall be 
taxed in those several towns for the proportion of property 
employed in such towns, respectively, and in all cases where 
partners are so jointly assessed, each partner is liable for 
the whole tax. 

All personal estate held in trust by an executor, adminis- 
trator, agent or trustee, the income of which is paid to any 
married woman or other person, is assessed to the husband 
or such other person in tlie town where he resides; but if 
such woman or person reside out of the state, the same shall 
be assessed to such executor, administrator, &c., in the town 
where he resides. 

All shares in railroad companies are to be taxed and 
placed in the lists of the several towns where owned, in 
same manner as stock in moneyed or other corporations is 
now assessed and set in list : provided, however, that no 
shares in any railroad company shall be liable to taxation, 
till some portion of the road of the company shall have 
been made and brought into use for the carrying of freight 
or passengers. 

Any bank in the state owning stock in another bank in 
the state, shall be assessed and set in list in the town where 
such bank is situated, the same as if such stock had been 
owned by an individual. 

All bank shares or stock in the banks of the state owned 
by persons residing out, or hereafter to be owned, shall be 
set in the lists of the several towns where such banks are, 
and shall be subjected to the same taxes as stocks or shares 



of stock. 
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in such banks owned by any person in the state are, by 
law, subjected. 

The listers in towns where any banks are, or may be, Non-resi- 
located, shall set in the list of said town the narnes of all "''"'°"'°'= 
persons residing out of the state, and owning stock or 
shares in such banks, with the amount of stock or number 
■ of shares owned by such persons, in the same manner as is 
provided for taxing bank stock owned in the state; and 
said shares or stock can be distrained by the collectors of 
taxes in any such towns in the state for payment of all 
taxes on any such bank stock, under the same regulations 
as pertains to the collection of taxes. on any bank stock or 
shares owned in the state. 

The sale of bank stock or shares for taxes in pursuance sa'io of 
of the above provisions, has the same legal effect to convey veys' title' 
title as in the case of owners residing in the state. 

Assessments shall be thus made : 

The town assessors shall, on the 1st of April in each Town as- 
year, take list of all whose polls are liable to taxation, and ukeTiBt" 
also a list of all personal property owned or possessed by 
each taxable person in the town where he is liable to be 
taxed ; and such person shall, on demand of either of the 
listers, or within ten days, exhibit to listers, or some one 
of them, the true amount of his personal taxable property, 
and of so much of his debts as he chooses to disclose; or 
if he neglects, or the listers are not satisfied with the expo- 
sition of such person, they shall assess him in such sum as 
is just and reasonable, and the listers shall appraise such 
personal property at the time of setting the same in the list. 
The listers shall, at the time of taking the list, inquire if 
any additional buildings have been erected, or any repairs or 
additions made thereto, since the last assessment of real 
estate ; and if so, said listers shall add to the assessments 
of those who erected, or repaired, or added to such build- 
ings as they deem just; and also where buildings have 
been destroyed by fire or other accident ; listers shall abate 
such sums from the assessment of owners as- they deem 
just. 

Every fifth year the listers shall appraise the real estate Listerato 
in their respective towns at its fair cash value, and make ?Si™tate 
and set the number of acres, amount of the appraisal and y™^*"^ 
amount per centum to the owners thereof as are taxable. 

The list shall contain, 

1st. Number and value of all horses, mules, asses, cattle coEtentsof 
and sheep (except those exempted) owned by such taxable '^ ' 
person. 
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2d. Amount of public stock or securities and number of 
shares in any moneyed or other corporation with value, 
designating the corporation and if more than one, the 
number of shares in each. 

3d. The amount of all debts due from solvent debtors, 
and money loaned and debts secured on real estate, and all 
other personal taxable estate over and above the amount 
of debts due from such person on the 1st of April. 

The assessors in each town shall, annually, deposit in 
the town clerk's office a general list of taxable estate in 
their respective towns, in six separate columns as follows : 

1st column, name of taxable person. 

In 2d column, number of polls and amount at which 
same is to be set in list. 

In 3d column, the quantity of real estate-owned or occu- 
pied by such person. 

In 4th column, the full value of suqh real estate. 

In 5th column, the full value of all taxable personal 
estate owned by such person after deducting the just debts 
owed by him. 

In 6th column, the one per cent on value of all real and 
personal estate, with amount of polls, which sum shall be 
the amount on which all taxes shall be made or assessed, 
and assessors shall at same time deposit in town clerk's 
office the individual lists made by them as aforesaid. 

When a trustee, guardian, executor or administrator is 
assessed, the assessment shall be set in list separate from 
his individual assessment, and with addition of his repre- 
sentative character, and the just debts due from him in his 
representative character, shall be deducted from the value 
of personal estate assessed to him in such character and 
from no other estate. 

Tiae listers, on appraisal of real estate, shall set all build- 
ings not having more than ten acres attached, mills and 
factories, buildings on public lots, stores, forges, furnaces, 
mines and quarries where stone is quarried, in a column 
separate from other real estate; and the convention of 
listers for averaging valuation of the several towns in the 
county, and the committee appointed by general assembly 
for equalizing the counties, shall equalize the valuation in 
said columns separately. The lister, however, .shall not be 
required to appraise buildings on any farm of more than 
ten acres, occupied for use of said farm, separate from the 
farm on which they stand, but the same shall be appraised 
with and as part of said farm. 

If the owner of unoccupied real estate be unknown to 
assessors, the same shall be set in list either in the name of 
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the original grantee or by such other description as in the 
judgment of the assessors shall best designate the same; 
and when any division of original rights of grantees has 
been or shall be made, in whole or pai-t, the assessors shall 
assess and set in list each lot of every division, separately 
from the other lots of same right ; and in all cases where 
the original rights of grantees have been divided, the 
assessors in the several towns shall, in making up the 
grand list for 18-±9, appraise and set in list each lot sep- 
arately in all cases where the same has not been done. 

When part of any piece of real estate has been trans- when part 
ferred during the period intervening between years of ap- estal^'trans- 
praisal, the listers shall make such an appointment of '°"''^- 
assessment thereon as they deem just. 

When listers of a town shall neglect to appraise any real Omission to 
estate, the listers of such town for the succeeding year shall 
appraise such estate so omitted, and set the same to owner 
in list of such town. 

When a new appraisal is made of real estate, the listers kcw ap- 
shall place in town clerk's office, for the use of their sue- i'™'^- 
cessors, a copy of appraisal of each piece of land ; and 
where more than one piece shall belong to or be set in list 
to the same person or company, such listers shall designate 
in copy of said appraisal the school district where each 
piece of land is situated. 

The listers in each town shall designate in the grand |f'"'?L 
list the number of school districts in which all real estate 
is situated, and set in said list the appraised value of all 
real and personal estate in each district, severally. 

In case of neglect of the listers to set in grand list the Neglect of 
estate of any school district, as provided above, said listers MUiteor '* 
shall, on application of the prudential committee of any ^i^t^iia 
school district, at any time, attach to said list a list of the 
appraised value of the estate in said district, which appraisal 
shall be the grand list for said district untU another grand 
list shall be made, as required by law. 

If the listers in any town fail to make separate appraisals, Failure to 
and set and designate the same in lists, the listers for the Ste ap^'"'' 
time being, on application of prudential committee of any p'^'''^'^- 
school district, shall make any and every apportionment 
necessary to enable the school district to obtain a true list 
of all estates against the proper persons in such district. 

The listers in each town when they return the list of -ipp«»is. 
assessments of personal propert}", shall lodge with the town 
clerk a written notice on what day and at what place they 
will meet to hear appeals, which lime shall be within thirty 
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days from such return ; at whicla time and from day to day 
they shall sit till all appeals are decided. 

If any one feels aggrieved by the assessment, he ma}', 
within thirty days after the list is placed in the town clerk's 
office, apply to listers in writing to have his assessment re- 
duced or vacated. The listers may examine him on oath 
relative to application and hear otiier testimony, and after 
such hearing, shall assess such person as from the evidence 
they may deem just and equitable; which assessment shall 
be taken as the assessment of" such person. Such appli- 
cants shall not on the examination be required to disclose 
the names of persons indebted to them. 

The listers are authorized to administer oaths in discharge 
of their official duties. 

When the listers of any town assess any person for 
money on hand, or debts due, or shall assess any such 
person in a greater sum than in the preceding year, said 
listers, or some one of them, shall notify the person so 
assessed, either verbally or by written notice. 

When any person thinks that he is assessed by listers 
for money on hand, debts due, or for bank or insurance 
stock, in a greater sum than is just and reasonable, he may 
apply to the selectmen, or a majority of them, of the town 
wliere he resides, and if he, on his own oath or otherwise, 
can satisfy the selectmen that his assessment is too high, 
said selectmen shall lodge in the town clerk's office of such 
town (by the 15th of August) a certificate under their 
hands, of the sum to which they have reduced the assess- 
ment of such person, which sum so certified shall be taken 
by listers as the sum at which such person shall be assessed. 

The person appealing to selectmen as aforesaid shall 
give notice to one or more of said listers, of the time and 
place of hearing applications of persons so appealing. 

To the persons constituting the board of civil authorities 
for the abatement of taxes in the several towns, (viz. : the 
selectmen and justices of such towns) shall be added the 
listers of such towns ; and at least one of said listers shall 
always be notified of any meeting of such board for the 
abatement of taxes. 

Assessors in each town shall annually meet and revise 
and correct all errors in the list af such town and make 
duplicates, one for town clerk of such town and one for the 
clerk of the house of representatives ; and the listers or 
assessors of each town shall, every four years, meet and 
designate one of said listers or assessors, whose duty it shall 
be to meet at the usual place of holding county courts in 
such county, and when so met they shall appoint a modera- 
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tor to govern such meeting and proceed to average tbe 
valuation of the real estate of the several towns in their re- 
spective counties, justly and equitably, comparing one with 
the other, deducting from or adding to the valuation of said 
amount, so assessed as they may deem proper ; and the 
listers and assessors so met, shall cause a certificate to be 
indorsed on said lists of such alterations as they make, signed 
by the chairman of the meeting ; and such lists shall be 
returned to the respective towns, so certified and averaged ; 
ajid such lists shall stand for the valuation of the real estate 
for the succeeding four years ; and such lists having been 
thus returned and certified and sent to the legislature of 
the state, and there averaged and equalized by a committee Legislative 
to be appointed by said legislature, of one member from equailza-^^ 
each county, adding to, or deducting from, as the case may *'™' 
be, and certified by said committee, shall be the list on 
which state taxes shall be made for the four succeeding 
years, together with the list of the personal estate as here- 
tofore provided. 

The listers composing the convention for averaging the oatji. 
towns in the several counties, and the committee appointed 
by the general assembly for equalizing the several counties 
in the state, shall, before entering on their duties, swear to 
do their duty without favor or fear. 

The convention of listers to average the valuation shall ^"^■ 
appoint a clerk who shall keep a record. 

The committee annually appointed to make up grand committee 
list may correct any error in valuation of real estate of any list tocor- 
town, and the state taxes against the real estate in such "<^'"™"- 
town shall be estimated on corrected list until next ap- 
praisement of same. 

The listers or assessors shall attach to each list a certifi- certificate, 
cate, signed by above, and verified by oath, that they have 
set down al] the real estate according to the best of their 
ability, &c., and have estimated the value of such real estate 
at such sums as they would appraise same in payment of a 
just debt, &c. (swearing to a true list). 

The clerk of the house of representatives shall send to uianksfor 
town clerk of the several towns, blanks to make up grand s''"'^'^ i'^'- 
list of said town. 

The town clerk in each town shall prepare and keep a towd clerk 
list of all transfers of real estate in such town, for use and of t^rMsfera 
benefit of listers of said town, particularly mentioning the of^re|i 
names of the grantor and grantee, the number of acres in- 
cluded in each transfer, with such other necessary informa- 
tion as may be required by such listers to make transfers 
in lists of such town. 
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The casliiers of the banks and clerks of corporations in 
the state shall transmit to clerks of the several towns in the 
state in which any stockholder of such bank or other cor- 
poration may reside, a true list of the names of all such 
stockholders, with the number of shares standing against 
the names of all such stockholders on the books of such 
bank or other corporation, together with the amount actu- 
ally paid in, on each share, on the 1st of April in each 
year. 

The cashiers shall also certify to the several town clerics 
of towns where the banks are situated, the names of the 
persons and the amount of stock, or number of shares such 
persons (if any) may own in such banks, who reside out of 
the state. 

Stocks in banking and other corporations without this 
state, actually owned by citizens of, and residents of this 
state, which are taxable, and are actually taxed in the state 
where the corporation is located, shall not be liable to be 
taxed in this state. 

All bank, railroad and other corporation stock liable to 
be taxed, shall be appraised by the listers, and set in grand 
list at its true value, whether above or below its par value. 

Every inhabitant (except exempts) shall contribute to the 
public charges and expenses of government. 

The first constable of each town (-which officer is elected) 
shall be the collector of taxes. 

All taxes shall be uniformly'- assessed on the lists of the 
persons taxed. 

When the general assembly imposes state tax, state trea- 
surer shall forthwith issue a warrant to first constable of 
each town to levy and collect tax and pay it into treasury. 

In collecting tiie county tax, issuing warrants and extents 
and performing all other incident and necessary duties, the 
county treasurer shall have same power as the state trea- 
surer, as regards state tax; and all constables, sheriff's, &c., 
are required to perform their several duties required by said 
treasurer .in collecting county tax, in same manner pre- 
scribed for the execution of duties required of them by the 
state treasurer in collecting state taxes. 

When any town, village, school district or other com- 
munity shall impose a tax, the selectmen, trustees or com- 
mittee, shall make out a tax bill of such tax apportioned 
to persons liable to pay tax, and apply to a justice for war- 
rant to collect tax; and any justice to whom such applica- 
tion is' made shall i.ssue a warrant. 

On neglect of person to pay the tax specified in tax bill 
(six days' notice of such tax having been given by con- 
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stable) the constable shall distrain goods and chattels of SfenTSftai 
SLicli person (excepting from distress, the arnns and accou- 
trements which it is the duty of such person to keep), and 
after four days, and then posting distress for sale for six 
days, in some public place in such town, shall sell the same ' 
at public auction, returning overplus to former owner. For Delinquent 
want of goods and chattels, the delinquent shall be com- fojau!"''^ 
mitted to jail till tax and costs are paid. 

The constable or collector of any tax shall have power Powers of 
to collect the same in any place in the state, and execute on°coiie^ 
warrant wherever he may find the property or body of '"*"• 
delinquent, and at any time within three years from the 
time he received the tax bill of such tax ; or if any person 
against whom such collector shall have a tax shall be ab- Absence, 
sent from the state at the time the collector receives the tax 
bill, or removes out of the state within one year thereafter, Eemovai. 
and have or leave no property known to such collector, in 
such state, which can be distrained for collection of taxes, 
such collector shall have power to enforce collection of such 
tax at any time within three years from the time such ab- ^ff^^^'"^^. 
sent person, may return within the state, or have known in tiiree 
property therein, liable to distress for collection of taxes. ''°''"' 

Where neither goods, chattels nor body of a person ^""^tj^^ 
against whom a constable shall have a tax for collection, no goods 
can be found, such person being alive, the warrant for col- t'o"dy^"'"' 
lection may be extended on any land in the state belong- 
ing to such person ; and the constable shall sell so much 
of said land as shall pay the tax (after public notice of sale 
in newspaper), at public auction, if tax be not paid before 
the day of sale. 

If the owner or his representatives pay or tender their ^'''"„°^jj|f 
full sum for which the land was sold, with costs, to a con- serat 
stable, and twelve per cent interest, within one year from Bale'.'"" 
sale, said constable shall refund to the purchaser at auction 
sale, the money received. 

When any constable has sold lands for non-payment of ^^^t'm 
.taxes, and dies or removes from the town where such lands money paid 
lie previous to the expiration of one year from sale, the clerk, 
owner whose lands have been sold may redeem the same 
by paying the amount for which they were sold, and inte- 
rest on the same, to the town clerk of such town within the 
time prescribed by law, and the said clerk shall pay over 
the same to the purchaser on demand. 

If the land is not redeemed, the constable shall execute Deed, 
a deed to the purchaser, which conveys title against tax 
delinquent and all claiming under him. 
19 
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The constable, within thirty days fiom the time of re- 
demption of the land sold for taxes, shall make and deposit 
with the town clerk for record, a true list of the lands not 
redeemed ; provided, however, the failure of the constable 
to comply with this provision shall not affect the title of 
the purchaser. 

Collectors of taxes shall deposit the list of non-resident 
lands on which the taxes are unpaid, together with the 
taxes due, with the first constable of their several towns, 
on or before the 1st of August annually. Said lists shall 
remain in the hands of said constable fifteen days before 
advertised for sale ; and no non-resident lands shall be ad- 
vertised or sold for taxes, unless a list of the same has been 
so deposited, and remained in the possession of the consta- 
ble as aforesaid. 

Highway surveyors act as collectors of highway taxes 
in the several districts. 

Each constable shall, in advertising non-resident lands 
for sale, particularly describe each piece and parcel of land 
sold; and the owner's name, if known, so that each piece 
and parcel shall be certainly known. The conveyance 
executed by the constable shall effectually pass the legal 
title to the purchaser. ' 

Previous to advertising said lands for sale, said constable 
shall, with the assistance of the town clerk, make out a 
true list of said lands, definitely describing the same, and 
certifying the amount of taxes due thereon ; which list 
shall be recorded in the town clerk's office where the lands 
lie ; and the constable shall be governed by the said list in 
advertising and selling said lands. 

Advertisements for the sale of said lands shall be pub- 
lished in some one newspaper in the county where said 
lands lie, if any be printed; and said constable shall not 
be required to extend his warrant on any of said lands, as 
required by the act to which this is an addition. 

If no newspaper is in said county, then notice of sale 
shall be published in a newspaper in an adjoining county. 

The constable who sells the lands, shall make a true list 
of the lands sold, time, person and sum and leave the same 
in the ofBce of the clerk of the town where the lands lie, 
within thirty days from sale, and said clerk shall record the 
same within ten days thereafter. 

In case taxes are imposed by any other state on life insu- 
rance companies incorporated in this state and transacting 
business in such other state, or upon the agents of such 
insurance companies, then, so long as such law continues 
ill force, the same amount of taxes shall be imposed by 
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tliis state on all insurance companies doing business in this 
state, incorporated or organized under the laws of such 
otlier state so imposing taxes on such insurance companies 
incorporated by this state. 



VIEGINIA. 

Commissioners of the Revenue. Tax officers. 

Auditor of Public Acco\mt3. 

Circuit Court of tlie County or Corporation. 

Court of each County or Corporation. 

Cleric of County Court or Corporation. 

Attorney of the Commonwealth, in the several Counties or Corpora^ 

tions. 
Sheriff, ex officio, Collector. 
Sergeants of the Cities of Norfolk, Portsmouth, Petersburg, Danville 

and Williamsburg, Collectors. 
Constables Collectors in certain cases. 

Three commissioners of the revenue for four counties commis- 
(named); two for each of fifty-eight counties (named) ; one thTrevc^' 
for every county that is not named ; three for the city of ""*• 
Eichmond; and one for each of nine corporations (named.) 

These commissioners shall give bond and qualify before 
the court of the county or- corporation wherein he was 
elected. 

Those counties where there are more than one commis- Districts, 
sioner, and the city of Eichmond, shall be divided into 
districts, and the jurisdiction of a commissioner shall not 
extend beyond his district, except to grant license for a 
privilege not local. 

The clerk of the court of every county and corporation List of 
shall annually, in January, make out a list of all deeds for mTdlout''* 
partition and conveyance of land (except deeds of trust ty clerk of 
and mortgages to secure the payment of debts) lodged in 
his office to be recorded (although not fully proved) within 
the year ending on the 31st of December preceding. 

The clerk of every circuit, county and corporation court Listof 
shall make out list of all judgments and decrees for the in/deraees. 
partition or recovery of lands which may have been ren- 
dered, and of all lands absolutely devised by wills recorded 
in such court within the same year. 

The lists shall be delivered by the clerk to the commis- collateral 
sioner for his county or corporation. The clerk shall also i^g.""*"' 
certify collateral inheritances to the commissioner. 

The register of the land office shall certify to the com- Rrants 
missioner of the proper county, an abstract for each county office.*" 
of all grants issued from the land office. 
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The commissioner shall apply for and receive all official 
books and papers of his predecessor. 

The auditor of public accounts shall forward to the com- 
missioners of the revenue printed forms for the land and 
property books, and lists for taxable subjects required to be 
famished by the commissioners to persons chargeable with 
taxes, and shall also, by letter or printed circular, give 
instructions to commissioners respecting their duties. 

The said auditor shall communicate any instances of mis- 
conduct or neglect of any commissioner, or any evidence 
of his incapacity furnished by anything in the auditor's 
office, in a letter to the clerk of the court of the county 
wherein such commissioner was elected ; which letter the 
clerk shall lay before the court at the first term after it is 
received. 

The court shall make an order directing that a certified 
copy of each letter be immediately posted at the front door 
of the court house of such county or corporation ; and in 
counties and corporations having a newspaper, notice 
thereof may be published at the discretion of the court. 

On complaint of the commissioner by such letter or 
otherwise, or whenever the court is satisfied that there has 
been evident neglect of duty, it may order a summons to 
issue requiring the commissioner to appear before the court 
at the next term, and on such summons, if cause exists, 
the court shall order a removal and an election to fill 
vacancy. 

• Such changes as may happen within any commissioner's 
district shall be noted by him in his land book as follows: 

He shall enter in the said book and assess the value of 
all lands in his district appearing by the register's abstract 
to have been granted. If he fail to enter any grant (men- 
tioning in the reporter's abstract) in the first land book 
made out after the abstract is received by him he shall for 
such failure forfeit twenty dollars to the commonwealth 
and a like sum to the grantee. 

The auditor shall not enter real estate purchased for the 
commonwealth at a sale for taxes, in said book, but keep a 
register thereof. When, however, any real estate so 
purchased, appears by the auditor's certificate to have been 
redeemed the same shall be replaced in the body of the 
book in the name of the former owner or his grantee. 
When real estate is sold for taxes to individuals, the com- 
missioner shall note in his land book the number of acres 
so sold and to whom, but shall continue the land upon his 
said book in the name of the former owner until the pur- 
chaser obtains a deed therefor. 
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The lands appearing on the lists or statements of the 
clerk of the circuit, county and corporation court and re- 
porter of the land office, as aforesaid, shall be transferred 
accordingly on the land book and charged to the person to 
whom tlie transfer is made. 

When a tract or lot becomes the property of different Tract, when 
owners in several parcels, the value at which the whole narcei*""" 
had been assessed shall be divided among the several parcels, ""'^ vained. 
having regard to the value of each parcel compared with 
that of the whole tract or lot, and the tax upon the whole 
shall be apportioned accordingly among the owners of the 
different parcels. Any person dissatisfied with apportion- 
ment, may apply to the commissioner to make a reassess- Ee-aasess- 
ment, and he shall make it according to his best skill and "'^'''" 
j udgment after ten days' notice of time to parties interested. 
Any party may, after like notice, apply to the court of the 
county or corporation to.review the commissioner's decision Eeveiw. 
and may order his assessment to be corrected. 

Every commissioner in making out his land book shall be'comct^" 
correct any mistake made in any entry in the land book. ^^■ 
Bat land which has been correctly charged to one person 
shall not afterwards be transferred to another without evi- p/o°'/fy °' 
dence of record, or furnished as aforesaid, that such transfer 
is proper, except as follows : 

When the owner dies intestate, the commissioner may 
ascertain who are the heirs of the intestate, and charge the 
land to such heirs. Where the owner has devised the land 
absolutely, the commissioner may charge the land to such 
devisee. If, under the will, the land is to be sold, the land 
shall continue charged to the decedent's estate until a trans- 
fer thereof. 

If land, lying in one county, corporation or district be Land in one 
erroneously assessed in another, the commissioner, on whose BeBselSf" 
bo^k it is erroneously assessed, shall certify the owner's a^oiier. 
name, and the quantity, description and value of the land, 
•to the proper commissioner who shall enter the same on 
his book and charge the tax thereon; and the commissioner 
on whose book it was erroneously entered, shall strike the 
same therefrom, upon being advised of the entry thereof by 
the proper commissioner. 

Land partly in one county, and partly in another, shall be 
entered by the commissioner of the county in which the 
greater part lies, but the entry and payment of taxes in- 
the countv where any part thereof is situated, shall, for 
such time,' be a discharge of so much of the taxes as may 
be so charged and paid. And when new buildings are 
erected of the value of one hundred dollars or more on that 
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part of the land lying in the county in which it is not 
assessed, the commissioner on whose book it is entered, 
shall assess and add the value of such buildings as in othe'r 
cases. 

Where land which lies partly in one county, and partly 
in another, is assessed in the county in which the greater 
part lies, if the owner thereof shall convey that portion (or 
any part thereof) lying in the county wherein the same is 
not assessed, the commissioner of the revenue of the latter 
county shall enter upon his land book what is so conveyed, 
and certify the owner's name and quantity, description and 
value thereof to the commissioner of the county whereiil 
the whole was before assessed, who shall strike the part so 
conveyed from his land book. 

When the commissioner ascertains any patented land in 
his district not before entered on his book, or entered, has 
been omitted for one or more years, he shall make an entry 
thereof and owner's name, and if there be no assessment of 
the same, shall proceed to make such assessment by refer- 
ence to the assessed value of contiguous lands similarly sit- 
uated, and charge on the land he so enters, taxes at tlie 
rate imposed by law, for each year in which the land was 
not before entered in such book from 1832 inclusive, if 
the patent emanated for that time; and if it did not, then 
from the date of the patent, together with lawful interest 
on each year'.s tax. Any commissioner failing to make 
such entry and assessment shall forfeit twenty dollars. 

A bona fide purchaser of such lands shall not, however, 
be subject to the arrears of said tax, except from the date 
of his title. 

Each commissioner before making out his land book, 
(and when he takes tiie list of taxable personal property,) 
shall carry with him the book of the preceding year,.and 
the entry of lands charged to any person resident, or having 
an agent within his district, shall be shown to sucii person 
or agent, who shall state on oath whether the same be cor- 
rectly entered, or any part ougiit to be transferred to any 
other person, and if so, to whom, and the nature of the 
evidence to authorize such transfer ; also to state whether 
any other land within the district ought to be charged to 
such resident, or non-resident, and to describe the same, as 
well as to give a description of any of the lands charged to 
such resident, or non-resident, which may not be correctly 
entered. Any such resident or agent failing to comply 
with such requisition shall forfeit fifty dollars. Any com- 
missioner failing to comply with this section shall forfeit 
one hundred dollars. 
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The value of any old building omitted for one or more omittea 
years, and value oif new buildings, are to be assessed by In'tTnew"'* 
-each commissioner before making out his land book, -with beassefsVcU 
interest on the taxes at the rate of six per cent per annum 
for the omitted years. 

And where any such old or new buildings not thereto- 
fore assessed is of -the value of one hundred dollars, or up- 
wards, the value shall be added to the value at which the 
land was before charged. 

The commissioner shall make out his land book show- Land Book, 
ing in one table the tracts of land, and in a separate table 
the town lots. 

In the table of the tracts of land, the commissioner shall 
enter each tract separately, and shall set forth in as many 
separate columns as may be necessary the name of the per- 
son who (or his tenant) has the freehold in his possession, 
his place of residence, the nature of his estate, whether in 
fee or for life, the number of acres in tract, if it has a name, 
and a description with reference to contiguous tracts, or to 
the water-courses, mountains or other places on or near 
which it lies, value of land per acre, distance and bearings 
from the court house, &c., the amount of tax on the whole 
tract at the legal rate, and from whom, when and how the 
owner derived the land, where this is known with a note 
or explanation of any alteration made, showing why, and 
on what authority it was made. 

In the table of town lots, he shall enter separately each 
lot, and set forth, in as many separate columns as may be 
necessary, the name of the person, his residence and estate, 
as in the table of tracts of land, charging lots leased for a 
term of years, on ground rent, including all improvements 
thereon, not to the lessee, but to the tenant for life, or fee 
' simple owner under whom the lessee holds. The commis- 
sioner shall set forth in other columns the number of each 
lot in the town, with its name, if not previously placed in 
the caption or heading of the table; a description, where 
the person does not own the whole lot, of the part which 
he owns ; the value of the buildings on the lot, and lot's 
value including buildings ; the amount of tax at the legal 
rate, and like notice of the source of title and explanations 
of alterations as in the table of tracts of land. 

Every person of full age and sound mind, not a married ^port"*' 
woman, shall list the taxable personal property, moneys, 
contracts and credits, in his possession, or under his control 
or care, and the subjects and persons on account of which 
he is chargeable with taxes or county levies. The pro- 
perty of a minor shall be listed by his guardian ; if none, afaf!^''' 
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by hig father, if living ; if not by his mother, if living ; if 
neither be living, by the one having charge of the property : 
of a wife, by her husband, if of sound mind ; if not, by 
herself: of a deceased person, idiot or lunatic, by the per- 
sonal representative or committee ; of a person for whom 
property is held in trust, by the trustee: of a corporation, 
whose assets are in the hands of agents, receivers or factors, 
by such officers : of every company, firm, body politic or 
corporate, by the principal accounting officer, partner or 
agent; all moneys, bonds and other evidences of debts, 
under the control of any receiver or commissioner, by such 
officer; and all moneys deposited in any bank to the credit 
of any suit, by the clerk of the court in which such suit is. 
Personal property not situated in the county, city or town 
in which the owner or person required by this act to list 
the same for taxation resides, shall be listed by the agent 
of such owner or other person in the county, city or town 
where such property is, unless such owner or other person 
shall cause it to be otherwise listed in such last mentioned 
county, city or town. All bonds, evidences of debt and 
claims, wherever the debtiirs may reside, and all moneys, 
shall be listed by the owner thereof, or by the person re- 
quired by this act to list the same for taxation, or by the 
agent of such owner, or otiier Derson having the control 
and custody of such bonds, eviaences of debt, claims, con- 
tracts and money. 

Each commissioner of the revenue shall ascertain the 
number of white male inhabitants in his district of twenty- 
one years, not exempt from taxation, from bodily infirmi- 
ties. 

The number of free male persons above sixteen. 

The number of male free negroes above twenty -one, not 
exempt from taxation, from bodily infirmities. 

The number of slaves of twelve and number of slaves of 
sixteen years; and herein shall be included all persons and 
property removed from one county and city to another, 
between the 1st of February and the time the commis- 
sioner's books are certified by the clerk; but persons as- 
sessed, and who have paid their taxes in any county, may 
be exonerated 'in any other for that year. 

He shall ascertain from each person in his district the 
following, viz.: All taxable personal property in his dis- 
trict and all moneys and credits in or out of the state, of 
each person in his district on the 1st of February in each 
year, and value; the interest and profit on public bonds of 
this or any other state, of each person in his district; and 
from each person in his district the amount of all solvent 
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bonds and securities otlier than those above, and solvent 
liquidated and certain demands and claims owing to such 
person, wlietlier due or not, on said 1st of February, de- 
ducting from the aggregate amount of all such bonds, secu- 
rities, claims and demands owing to others from such person 
as principal debtor and not as guarantor, indorser or surety, 
but in neither case shall unsettled book accounts, accrued 
in a licensed business within the year next preceding, be 
included. 

He shall ascertain the value of the income of each person incomes, 
during the year next preceding the 1st of February, where 
it exceeds two hundred and fifty dollars, for discharge of 
any office or employment of this State or the United States, 
or service of any corporation of this or any other state, or 
of any company, firm or person. 

He shall ascertain the yearly value of all toll bridges and Ton ^^ 
ferries in his district, except such as are exempt from taxa- femes, '&c. 
tion. He shall be governed by the actual rent received 
where such bridges and ferries are rented or leased out ; 
otherwise he shall make a just estimate of value. 

He shall ascertain from the officers of all incorporated Joint stock 

.. ^ ..-..-,.. T 1 o • companies, 

jomt Stock companies in his district, except banks of circu- 
lation and companies incorporated for interngj improve- 
ment, the actual value of their capital, not including that 
invested in real estate or slaves, used, employed or invested 
in the business for which such companies were respectively 
incorporated. Their real estate and slaves shall be listed 
and assessed as in other cases. 

He shall ascertain the capital, not invested in real estate insurance 
or slaves, of all insurance companies and saving institutions ™™P'*""'^- 
other than those which have, within the year preceding the 
1st of February, declared dividends of profits ; he shall as- 
certain also all such companies and institutions which have 
declared such dividends or profits, and sliall list for taxa- 
tion the amount af such dividends declared within one year 
preceding the 1st of February in each year. The real estate 
and slaves of such companies and institutions shall be as- 
sessed and listed as in other cases. 

He shall ascertain from all persons residing in his dis- iranufac- 
trict the capital invested, used or employed by them in mlnmg" 
any manufacturing or mining business, or in any trade or 
business, except agriculture, for which no license is required, 
not including therein the assessed value of their real estate 
and the value of their slaves which shall be listed and as- 
sessed as in other cases ; but in neither of the cases men- 
tioned in this section and the next preceding two sections 
shall the personal property, except slaves, credits and 
20 
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moneys used, acquired or held in such trade or business 
be otherwise assessed or listed than as such capital. 
Eeceivers jjg shall ascertain from each person in his district, who 

and com- i .1 t n , • ■ 

missioners. acts Under the order oi any court as receiver or commis- 
sioner, the amount of all moneys and bonds or other evi- 
dences of debt, under his control, the right to which may 
be undecided, and the style of the suit to which such fund 
belongs, and, from the clerk of each court, the amount 
deposited by order of such court in any bank or savings 
institution, to the credit of any suit in such court, and the 
style of such suit. 
Tees. He shall ascertain from every person residing in his district 

the amount of all fees derived by him from any office, calling 
or profession for which no license is required ; but the 
amount of such fees (if not paid) shall, if solvent, be listed 
as part of the certain and liquidated claims of such person, 
naiiroad Every railroad or canal company shall hereafter report 

company to quarterly in each year to the auditor of public accounts, 
report. ^[^g number of passengers transported and aggregate num- 
ber of miles traveled by them within this state, and gross 
amount received by such company for transportation of 
freight over such road or canal, or any part thereof, during 
the quartQT of the year next preceding the first day of 
the month in which such report is made. If part of road 
or canal is in the state, such company shall only report 
that part of the amount received for the transportation of 
freight as the part of road or canal in the state bears to the 
whole. 

Such statements shall be verified by oaths of such offi- 
cers, and every company failing to report shall be fined 
five hundred dollars. At the time of report the company 
shall pay into the treasury for every passenger transported, 
a tax at the rate of one mill for every mile of transporta- 
tion of each of such passengers, and a tax of one half of 
one per centum of such gross amount received for the trans- 
portation of freights. Such company paying such taxes 
shall not be assessed with any tax on its lands, buildings, 
cars, boats, or other property they are authorized by law 
to hold or have. But if any such company fail to pay such 
taxes at either of the terms specified therefor, then its lands, 
buildiiogs, cars, boats, and other property shall be imme- 
diately assessed under the direction of the auditor of public 
accounts, by any person appointed by him for the purpose, 
at its full value, and a tax shall at once be levied thereon 
as on real estate and other property, to be collected by any 
sheriff whom the auditor may direct : and such sheriff shall 
distrain and sell any personal property of such company, 



Tax of com- 
pany. 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS— VIRGINIA. 155 

and pay such taxes into the treasury within three months 
from the time when such assessment is furnished to him. 

The commissioner of the district, within wliich theprinci- statement 
pal office or place of business within this commonwealth, sinner as to 
of any company incorporated for a work of internal im- Company."' 
provement may be, shall state the number of slaves of 
twelve years, owned or hired by such company, and the 
aggregate value of all personal property of such company, 
wherever such slaves or property may be ; the amount of 
moneys on hand, and the aggregate amount of all solvent 
bonds, securities and liquidated claims owing to such com- 
pany after deducting therefrom the amount due from such 
company to others, according to the provisions of this act. 
The real estate of such company and improvements shall 
be assessed as in other cases ; but the real estate, cars, en- 
gines, and other property appertaining and essential to the 
use of its franchise, belongmg to a company whose pro- 
perty is exempt, by its charter, from taxation, shall not be 
listed and assessed. Nor shall the lands, buildings, or 
equipments of a railroad or canal which it may lawfully 
acquire, and which pays a tax on the passengers and freight 
transported over such road, be assessed under the provi- 
sions of this section ; but any excess of lands above the 
quantity authorized to be held by law, by such last men- 
tioned company, shall be assessed as other property. 

The commissioner shall call on every person in his dis- ^°"™'to 
trict required to give in a list of property, moneys, credits, caii lor list. 
or other subjects of taxation and the value thereof, or of 
the persons in respect to which he is chargeable with county 
levies, for a list thereof; and may apply to any officer or 
agent of a company, or person interested therein ; and shall 
adiTiinister an oath to any person to answer truly any ques- 
tion relevant to lawful matters of inquiry. A commis- 
sioner fiiiling to make any call, or administer any required 
oath, shall forfeit fifty dollars. 

The commissioner shall also ascertain and assess the value Ascertain 
of all property, other than slaves, ascertained and listed as vSfueoT' 
aforesaid ; and if, in any case, a person shall deem himself ^'j."''^^'^^ ^_ 
aggrieved by the valuation of the commissioner, such per- conx™!?' 
son and the commissioner, respectively, shall choose two 
discreet voters, to whom shall be referred the matter of con- 
troversy ; and their decision, or that of an umpire chosen 
by them, shall be final. Each list, with the valuations of .J;|^'„°^^^^_ 
property annexed, shall be read over by the commissioner ' 
to the person from whom it is obtained or on whose inform- 
ation it is made out, and shall be corrected in such respects 
as may be necessary. 
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The commissioner shall endeavor by asking proper ques- 
tions and obtaining answers to have in such lists a correct 
and full statement of the persons, and of personal property 
and the value thereof in his district subject to taxation or 
county levy which were in the possession or care of each 
person in such district, on the 1st of February, and of all 
the other subjects before mentioned, on account of which 
any person or company in his district was then chargeable. 
The answers to the commissioner's questions shall always 
be on oath. A commissioner failing to administer' such 
oath, unless the person "refuse to take it, shall forfeit fifty 
dollars. 

If any person desire it, the commissioners shall furnish 
him with proper forms of such lists and valuations, and 
such persons shall, within- ten days thereafter, make out 
and deliver to the commissioner, or deposit with the clerk 
of the county or corporation, correct statements of all pro- 
perty, moneys, contracts and credits which such person is 
required by this, act to list, and of all subjects and persons 
on account of which he is chargeable with taxes or county 
levies. He shall annex in the form prescribed by the com- 
missioner, valuations of the property listed, except slaves ; 
and subscribe on oath that the statements are true, and that in 
his opinion the valuations are not below the fair cash value. 

If any person be absent from his residence at the time 
the commissioner calls (and no one is there to act for per- 
son) the commissioner shall leave with some white member 
of his family, over sixteen years, and if none, shall other- 
wise cause to be delivered to such person proper forms to 
enable him to make out the statements aforesaid with form 
of oath; and such person shall within ten days thereafter 
deliver to the commissioner or deposit with the clerk as 
aforesaid, such lists with the valuations of property an- 
nexed, verified by affidavit; but any such person desiring 
the forms aforesaid, may be released from valuing the pro- 
perty listed as aforesaid, by exhibiting the same to the 
commissioner, who shall thereupon assess the value thereof; 
and any such person who is absent when the commissioner 
calls at his residence, may decline to include a valuation of 
his property in the statements required to be delivered or 
deposited ; and in such case the commissioner shall ascer- 
tain the value of such property; and if the commissioner 
is not satisfied with the valuation of the property made bv 
any such person, he may adopt what he deems a fair and 
proper valuation thereof: and in case such person shall 
consider himself aggrieved by such valuation the question 
shall be decided by two voters or an umpire as aforesaid. 
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Only the aggregate value of any person's household and 
kitchen furniture shall be required to be listed by him or 
the commissioner. 

If any person fail to list, the commissioner shall list the when 
property himself and assess its value on information, and sioner to 
may examine any one on oath to that end ; and whether ^"'' 
the person fail to furnish list or not, the commissioner may 
call for any proper information in possession of any officer 
of this state who shall furnish the same tp him. 

Any person failing, after forms are furnished, to list rajinreto 
within the required time, shall forfeit ten dollars; or if he 
refuse to exhibit to commissioner any property listed or Refusal to 
required to be listed, that a fair valuation may be assessed, he perty.'"^'' 
shall pay a fine of not less than twenty nor more than one 
hundred dollars. Any person failing to comply with this ?'''"^j®^*" 
section, shall be noted at the end of the commissioner's reported, 
property book, or be otherwise specially reported by the 
commissioner to the auditor of public accounts. 

From the list procured as aforesaid, the commissioner statements 
from each district shall make accurate statements as fol- sionera. 
lows : 

The number of white male inhabitants of twenty-one 
years, except those exempted from taxation by bodily in- 
firmity. 

The number of free male persons above sixteen years, ^'■«e males, 
and of male free negroes above twenty-one, except those 
exempt- from bodily infirmity ; 'the number of slaves of slaves, 
twelve years, and of sixteen years: 

The number of horses, mules, asses, jennets, cattle, sheep, ^°^^^^' 
hogs, and their respective values : assea,'&c. 

The aggregate value of all household and kitchen furni- Furniture, 
ture: 

The number of pleasure carriages, stage coaches, Jersey carriages, 
wagons, carryalls, gigs, buggies, and vehicles of like kind 
and value, not including those manufactured in this state 
for sale : 

The number of watches, and their value, and of clocks, '^^^'''^^^• 
whether in use or not ; and of piano fortes and harps : 

All gold and silver plate, plated ware and jewelry, and ^"Jfpfate, 
value ; not including any watches, clocks, pianos, harps, &c. 
gold or silver plate, plated ware or jewelry, kept in any 
shop or manufactory for sale, and is the subject of a license 

The aggregate amount of all moneys, solvent bonds, con- Mrmey^, 
tracts for money or other thing, securities, and liquidated bonds, &c. 
claims : 
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The amount of interest or profit from public bonds or 
certificates of this or any other state, or coinpauies incorpo- 
rated by this or anj^ other state : 

The amount of incomes, other than that derived fi'om the 
practice of a physician, surgeon, dentist, attorney at law, 
included in their license. 

The yearly rent or value of all toll-bridges and ferries : 

The capital of all incorporated joint stock companies, 
(other than banks of circulation and internal improvement 
companies), and of all insurance companies and savings 
institutions, which declare no dividends of profits: 

The amount of dividends declared by such insurance 
companies and saving institutions that declare dividends : 

The capital invested or used in any manufacturing or 
mining business, or invested or employed in any trade or 
business for which- no license is required : 

The amount of all fees of office, of moneys, bon'ds, con 
tracts, or other evidences of debt, under the control of any 
court, receiver or commissioner : 

The aggregate value of the personal property and amount 
of moneys, bonds and claims of internal improvement com- 
panies, other than the equipments of a railroad company 
which pays a tax on the passengers transported over the 
same: 

All other articles of personal property not described in 
the enumeration contained in this section, nor exempted by 
this act, shall be set forth iti a separate and distinct column, 
with the value thereof. 

Omitted taxes of any former year shall be placed on the 
next year's books, with interest. 

Each commissioner shall also make a book of taxable 
persons and personal property. 

The land of any decedent shall be ch.arged to his estate, 
until it can be properly charged to the heir, devisee or 
grantee. And the personal property of the decedent shall 
be likewise charged to his estate, until the same be disposed 
of. While either continues charged to the estate, the per- 
sonal property shall be liable for the tax in all so charged, 
and subject to distress or other lawful process for "the 
recovery of the same. Any as.sets in the hands of the 
personal representatives of the decedent shall be likewise 
liable therefor. 

The commissioner shall make a particular report on 
oath to the court of bis county or corporation, of all his 
own property subject to taxes oV levies, showing the whole 
amount chargeable to him therefor. On his book his pro- 
perty shall be entered, and taxes and levies charged to him 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS — VIRGINIA. 159 

in like manner as to any other person. For failing to per- book as 
form any duty required by this section, he shall forfeit one perty.^'"" 
hundred dollars. 

If there was no commissioner for a former year, or from where no 
any other cause no land or personal property book is made sionerofa 
out for that year, the commissioner of such district shall commu-""' 
proceed to make out books for such year, according to the '''O"^'" ^^'^'^^ 
rate of tax or levy which then existed, as well as books for books for 
the current year. ^^*^^"- 

The commissioner, after completing his land book and ^J?® ^, 
book of personal property, shall make three fair copies ; at land ana 
the foot of each he shall make and subscribe on oath that UoXto'bo 
he has faithfully performed his duty as a commissioner. A "''"•^'^o"'- 
certificate of the taking of the oath shall be appended by 
the justice for the county or corporation before whom the 
oath was taken. 

The original of each book shall be retained by the com- 
missioner while in ofS.ce, and then be delivered to his suc- 
cessor. If he fail herein, or to make the copies, he shall 
forfeit fifty dollars. 

The three copies of each book sworn to as aforesaid, 
together with such lists as the commissioner may have 
taken from individuals, shall be delivered by the commis- 
sioner to the clerk of the court for the county or coi'pora- 
tion wherein he was elected for examination. 

The commissioner shall attend at the clerk's ofiice and ^o""\o 
assist at the examination, so far as may be desired by the aseist in cx- 
clerk ; and the clerk shall point out to the commissioner ^""'"^ ''"'' 
such errors (if any) as, in his opinion, may exist in the Errors to be 
books. Every such error shall be corrected when the com- '^°'^'"'"^'^*- 
missioner and clerk concur as to the propriety of such ^°"om-"'^ 
correction. When thev differ, the matter in difference shall yj^"";"*^ 

Ti n ^ ii'i Qiner, 10 be 

be submitted to the attorney for the commonwealth m the submitted 
county or corporation in which the commissioner was fOT^com-""^ 
elected ; and they shall conform to his decision. If he fail JJhTfan'to 
to decide the matter before the next term, it shall then be 5'";^^^*° 
submitted to and decided by the court of such county or tedtocourt. 
corporation ; and the books shall be made to conform to 
such decision. 

The certificate of the clerk of his examinations of each certificate 
copy of the land book, and that he finds said book correct, 
shall be annexed to each copy. 

When all the columns of the property books have been clerk's cer- 
added up, the clerk shall make such certificate as the result laid before 
of his examination will justify. He shall state whether J°eorde'eL 
the book appears to him correct or incorrect or carelessly 
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made out. This certificate shall be laid before the court at 
the su'cceeding term, and recorded among the proceedings. 

One copy of the land book and one of the book of per- 
sonal property shall be preserved by the clerk among his 
records, free for the inspection of any person, and a copy 
of either, or any parb thereof, may be had at the charge of 
any person desiring the same. The copy of the book of 
personal property preserved by the clerk, shall also serve 
for laying the coanty lev)''. 

One copy of each book shall be delivered by commis- 
sioner to the sheriff or other ofS.cer, authorized to collect 
the taxes therein assessed, which shall be his guide in col- 
lecting the same. 

The other copy of each shall be transmitted to the audi- 
tor of public accounts by the commi.ssioner with his certifi- 
cate stating that he has delivered a duplicate thereof to the 
sheriff or other officer, and the time of the delivery. This 
copy shall be a guide for the auditor to settle by with such 
sheriff or other ollicer. It shall be admitted as evidence in 
any proceeding for judgment against such sheriff or officer 
on account of the taxes with which he is chargeable. 

After the clerk shall have certified the land book or the 
book of personal property, no alteration shall be made in 
either by the commi.ssioner affiicting the taxes of that year. 

But any person aggrieved by any entry in either book 
or with any as.sessment of a license tax, may within one 
year after the date of the clerk's certificate, where the entry 
is in either boot, and within one year from the assessment 
of said license tax, apply for relief to the court in which 
the commissioner gave bond and qualified (court of the 
county or corporation wherein he was elected). The attor- 
ney for the commonwealth shall defend the application; 
and no order made in favor of the applicant shall have any 
validity unless it be stated on the face thereof that such 
attorney did so defend it. 

If the court be satisfied that the applicant is erroneously 
charged on such book, or so assessed with any taxes on 
licenses, it shall certify the ftcts upon which it grants relief, 
and shall order that he be exonerated from the payment of 
so much as is erroneously charged if not already paid ; and 
if paid, that it be refunded to him. 

Such order delivered to tiie sheriff, or other officer, shall 
restrain him from collecting so much as is thus erroneously 
charged; or, if the same has already been collected, shall 
compel him to refund the money, if such officer has not 
already paid it into the treasury; and either way, it shall 
be a sufficient voucher to entitle the officer to a credit fo' 
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so mucli in his settlement with the auditor of public and to be a 
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accounts. 

If what was so erroneously charged, has been paid into Taxes erro- 
the treasury, the order of court shall entitle the claimant cha?gc5i 
to a warrant on the treasury for the amount thereof, pro- P'^tf'JS^" 

•IT T ' n 1 1 1 1 1* case oil 

vided application lor the same to be made to the auditor 
of public accounts within two years after the date of the 
clerk's certificate, or such assessment of the license tax. 

I^ from the statement of facts, or other evidence, the Appeal of 
auditor of public accounts shall be of opinion that the 
order of the court granting the redress is erroneous, he 
may advise a supersedeas or appeal to the circuit court of 
the county or corporation having jurisdiction over the 
county or corporation in which the order was made. Such 
appeal or supersedeas shall be granted as a matter of right, 
and shall be prosecuted by the attorney for the common- 
wealth for suck court. The circuit court, upon the facts 
stated, and upon such other evidence as either party may 
offer, shall affirm or reverse the order of exoneration, and 
shall make such order thereupon for the collection of the 
taxes, or otherwise, as such court may consider proper. 
The appeal or supersedeas shall be tried in a summary way 
without pleadings in writing. No costs shall be awarded 
by the court, or paid by the commonwealth about such 
appeal or supersedeas^ unless the court in its discretion shall 
give judgment for 'costs against the commissioner who 
made the erroneous assessment. 

The commissioner shall furnish the attorney of the com- commis- 
mon wealth of the county, city or town, a list of every violation of 
violation of the revenue law committed by persons other ffwe?"* 
than himself, showing the nature and character of such 
violation. Each attorney shall deliver such list to the fore- 
man of the grand jury, who shall treat it as having been 
delivered specially in charge to the grand jury. 

The said foreman, after the grand jury is discharged, 
shall return such list to the clerk of the court to be pre- 
served and filed by him in his office. It shall also be the ^torneys"^ 
duty of the circuit courts and the attorneys for the com- '"^^^J^'ge 
monwealth in the county and corporation courts specially jSs 
to charge the grand juries to inquire into all violations of tfon°™'* 
the revenue laws by the commissioners. 

The taxes assessed in any county shall be collected by ^f}^^^' 
the sheriff thereof, with the following exceptions: The 
sergeants of the cities of Norfolk, Portsmouth, Petersburg, 
Danville and Williamsburg shall be collectors of the taxes 
assessed in their respective cities. 
21 
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Each sheriff or collector shall commence his collection 
yearly on the 1st day of July, or as soon thereafter as - he 
may receive a copy of the commissioners' books, and may 
after such time make distress therefor. 

Any goods and chattels in the -county or corporation 
belonging to the person or estate assessed with taxes, may 
be distrained therefor, by the sheriff or collector. 

The sheriff or other collector after ascertaining which of 
the taxes assessed in his county or corporation cannot be 
collected, shall, as soon as practicable in each year after 1st 
October make out a list of three classes, viz. : First, a list 
of property on the commi.ssioner's land book improperly 
placed thereon, or not ascertainable ; secondly, a list of 
other real estate which is delinquent for the non-payment 
of the taxes thereon ; and thirdly, a list of such of the 
taxes so assessed, other than on real estate, as he is unable 
to collect. An oath of the sheriff or collector to the cor- 
rectness of the list mentioned secondly, viz. : of real estate 
delinqaent for the non-payment of taxes thereon, shall be 
subscribed at the foot of the list, as also an oath of same to 
the correctness of the lists mentioned first and thirdly. 

Bach of said lists shall be presented to the court of the 
county or corporation, and examined by the court 

The court being satisfied of the correctness of said lists, 
or having corrected them, if erroneous, shall direct the 
clerk to certify copies thereof to the auditor of public 
accounts, and a copy of that first mentioned to the commis- 
sioner of the revenue, who shall correct his books accord- 
ingly. The original lists shall be preserved by the clerk 
in "his office. After the said copies are so directed to be 
certified, the sheriff or collector shall not receive any of 
the taxes mentioned in said list, but they may be paid into 
the treasury, or the personal property tax may be paid to 
the clerk of the county or corporation, who shall be ac- 
countable therefor in like manner and at the same time as 
for taxes on law process. 

The above lists shall not be allowed unless they have 
first been submitted to the commissioners of the revenue 
for the district to which they relate, or in case of his death, 
to some other commissioner, and are accompanied by the 
opinion of such commissioner touching the propriety of 
such lists, and each case therein contained verified by bis 
oath.' The second and third lists heretofore returned, and 
when the third list mentioned in said section shall be here- 
after allowed, a copy thereof shall be placed by the audi- 
tor of public accounts in the hands of any sheriff or collector 
of any county or corporation for collection, to be returned 
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within one yeaf thereafter, and accounted for g,s other 
assessed taxes ; or if the auditor see fit, he may place such 
copy in the hands of any constable as a collector, who shall 
have the same power of distress as sheriffs, and shall account 
for the same in like manner. 



WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Territorial Librarian, ex officio, Territorial Auditor. Tax officers. 

County Auditor. 
County Commissioners. 
Assessor of each County. 
Sheriff, ex officio, Collector. 

The assessor of each county between March and May, Assessor's 
shall ascertain the names of all persons in each county *''"''^- 
liable to taxation, and also all taxable property therein, and 
shall prepare an assessment roll in which shall be set down, 
the names of all taxable persons in the county; a concise 
description of all real estate taxable to each, and full cash . 
■walue; the value of the personal property taxable to 'each; 
the_ d,escription of city or town lots taxable to each, and 
their value and the total value. 

Any person assessed as trustee, guardian, &c., the repre- persons 
sentative designation shall be added, and such assessment f^t^^^a^ 
shall be entered in a separate column from his individual t^tive 

„„„„„„,^„ , '^ character. 

assessment. 

Any assessor may require any taxable person in his List, 
county to furnish a list of his taxable real estate, city and 
town lots, and a list of his taxable personal property, and 
may require such person to make oath to the truth of the list ; 
and if any person refuse such list, or to swear to same, 
when required by the assessor, the latter shall ascertain the in what 
taxable property or any such person from miormation, and sor to _ 
enter such refusal of list or oath on his roll. propert™ 

Each assessor shall receive from the county auditor, be- Assessment 
fore the first Monday in March, a blank assessment roll, and ^°"' 
shall prepare a full and complete assessment roll, and shall 
advertise in some newsp'aper in his county, or if none, then 
in one in the territory, or by posting up notices setting 
forth that, on the last Monday in May, the assessor will Assessor 

T 1 m n ■[ T PI- ^^" county 

attend at the oince oi the county auditor of his county, auditor to 
and, with the assistance of said auditor, will publicly ex- court of 
amine the assessment rolls, and correct all errors in valua- conScti-ms^ 
tions, descriptions or qualities of lands, lots or other pro- 
perty ; and it shall be the duty of persons interested to 
appear at the time and place appointed ; and if the property 
has been assessed twice, or beyond its actual value, or in 
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the name of a person not the owner, the auditor and as- 
sessor shall make the proper corrections. 

The assessor in each county shall make and retain a 
duplicate of his assessment roll, and shall make the neces- 
sary corrections therein, so that such duplicate will corres- 
pond with the assessment roll on file in the office of the 
county auditor ; and also make a plot of town plots within 
his county, and note thereon the owner of each tract of 
land, and town lot, and other documents relating thereto, 
to his successor in office. 

Every assessoi', after the correction of errors, as afore- 
said, shall deliver the corrected assessment roll to the 
board of county commissioners on or before their annual 
session. 

The county commissioners of such county shall, at their 
session in June, examitie the assessment roll of their county ; 
and shall have power to make all alterations and correc- 
tions in such roll as they shall deem necessary to make the 
same conform to the requirements of this act ; and shall 
also determine the amount of money to be raised in their 
county for county purposes, and apportion such amount, 
together with the territorial and school tax required by 
law to be apportioned on the valuation of taxable property 
in their county for the year, and levy a tax therefor, and 
cause such orders to be entered, at large, on their records. 

After the assessment roll of any county has been ex- 
amined, corrected and approved, by the board of county 
commissioners, the county auditor shall transmit to the 
territorial auditor a certified copy, under seal of board. 

The territorial auditor, on receiving such copies of the 
assessment rolls, shall estimate the amount of tax' to be col- 
lected, in each county for territorial purposes, and make a 
statement thereof, and carefully preserve it in his office ; 
and he shall also deliver a certified copy of such statement 
to the territorial treasurer, who shall record the same in a 
book kept for that purpose ; and the territorial treasurer 
shall also charge the respective counties with the amount 
of tax so ascertained to be raised in each. 

The county auditor shall, within fifteen days after the 
adjournrnent of the June session of the board of county 
commissioners, estimate the amount of taxes due on the 
valuation of property in his county, and shall make out 
a duplicate assessment roll, which shall contain, in addition 
thereto, columns showing the amount of the territorial, 
school, and county tax, and total amount of each column 
of valuation, and shall deliver a copy of such roll to the 
county treasurer, and charge such treasurer with the amount 
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of such taxes. Any person returned on the assessment roll 
as having refused to furnish a list or swear to it, when 
required by the assessor, the county auditor shall add fifty 
per cent to the valuation of the property of such person, 
and estimate the amount of his tax thereon. 

All taxable persons may before the first of September, 
in each year, pay their taxes to the county treasurer. 

The said county treasurer shall, within ten days after the Schedule of 
expiration of the time allowed for the payment of taxes, "aS'de- 
make out a schedule of unpaid taxes, in form of duplicate J.^™J?^ *" 
assessment roll, verified by affidavit, and deliver the same to auditor, 
the county auditor who shall add ten per cent tothe amount 
of such unpaid taxes, and forthwith issue a transcript of 
such schedule with the added ten per cent, with a warrant 
attached thereto, in the name of the United States, under Transcript 
his hand, and the seal of the board of county commissioners J^^J'to"' 
to the sheriff of the county, commanding him to collect the eheriff to 
taxes charged in such transcript by demanding payment taxes? 
of the persons chargeable therein, and making sale of the 
goods and chattels of such persons, if necessary, and return 
the same to such auditor on or before the first Monday in 
January next ensuing thereafter, and such auditor shall 
charge such sheriff with the amount of money to be col- 
lected in such transcript. 

The sheriff shall proceed to call once on each person Duties of 
named in the transcript, and collect the taxes charged, and 
if not then paid, shall levy the same on the goods and 
chattels of such person. 

The sheriff shall pay to the county treasurer the amount Delinquent 
of money collected by him from time to time as often as 
once in three months and before the return day of such 
transcript, and shall take his receipt therefor, and return 
to the auditor, with his transcript and warrant a delinquent 
list of taxes remaining unpaid, setting down such as are 
due and unpaid on lands, city and town lots, with a proper 
description thereof, and such as are due and unpaid by any 
person on personal property, or as poll tax, verified by 
affidavit, and shall on settlement with such auditor, be 
allowed the amount of receipts given to him by the county 
treasurer, and the amount of taxes returned by him delin- 
quent to such auditor, and the ten per cent allowed him by 
law for collection. 

From the date of the sheriff's returns, all taxes unpaid 
are delinquent and draw interest at the rate of twenty-five 
per cent per annum ; and taxes on lands, city or town lots, 
are hereby made a perpetual lien thereupon, against all i-'en. 
persons, except the United States and this territo^3^ 
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The county auditor shall within twenty days make out 
two lists of such lands, city and town lots returned as de- 
linquent, with the amount of taxes due thereon, and deliver 
one list to the county sheriff, who shall advertise such lists 
in some newspaper in the county ; or if none, then one in 
the territory, and shall also post such list both advertising 
and posting contiuuing for six weeks before tlie first Monday 
in May, and shall proceed to sell at public auction all de- 
linquent lands and city and town lots the unpaid iaxes on 
which interest and costs shall not have been paid before 
such time. 

The county treasurer shall, on payment of the amount 
bid on the land and lots, give a certificate of purchase to 
the purchaser, which shall convey all right and title of the 
delinquent; and where such payment shall not be made 
within forty-eight hours, such lands and lots shall be con- 
sidered as sold to the county. 

The county treasurer shall within ten days after such 
first Monday in Maj', make out a list of all lands and town 
lots sold to the county,. verified by affidavit, and the county 
auditor shall enter the same as county lands, city or town 
lots, in a book to be kept for that purpose, and taxes shall 
regularly be assessed thereon ; and such lands and city and 
town lots sh;jll be included in the delinquent list furnished 
every year, and with the amount of such year's tax added 
to the delinquent tax, interest and charges be offered for 
sale as other delinquent lands until sold for the amount of 
such delinquent tax, interest, charges, and accrued taxes. 

Land sold to purchasers can be redeemed within two 
years from sale, on payment of delinquent taxes, with fifty 
per cent interest, costs, charges, and the accruing tax to 
the purchaser, who shall receipt therefor ; or to the county 
treasurer for the use of such purchaser ; and if no receipt 
of such purchase be filed with such treasurer, or no such 
payment be made to him, the holder of the certificate of 
purchase shall be entitled to receive a deed from the county 
treasurer of the land and lots described in such certificate 
of purchase. 

Lands and lots sold to the county may be redeemed by 
the former owner by his obtaining from the county auditor ■ 
a certified statement of the amount of all taxes, interests, 
and cost accrued on such lands and lots, and paying such 
amount to the county treasurer, who shall give him' a 
receipt therefor; and the county auditor, on filing such 
receipt, shall give to such owner a certificate of redemp- 
tion of such lands and lots, and shall charge such treasurer 
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witli the amount of such receipt and omit such lands and 
lots so redeemed from his list of county lands. 

It shall be the duty of the county assessors of each coun- statistical 
ty to make a fall and complete statistical report and trans- ^^'^°^^- 
mit it to the territorial auditor by the first Monday in 
October in each year. 

■ The county assessors shall take the census of the legal asTessors to 
voters in their respective counties, and transmit a copy of taicecensns. 
the same to the secretary of the territory. 

The territorial librarian shall be, ex officio, territorial ubSdanf 
auditor. ex officio' 



auditor. 



WISCONSIN. 

Secretary of State. 

State Board of Equalization. (Members of State Senate, and Secretary TasofBcers 

of State.) 
County Board of Equalization. (Co\mty Board of Supervisors.) 
Town or City Board of Equalization. (Town Assessors, Ciiairman of 

Board of Supervisors and Town Clerk : or Mayor, City Clerk and 

Treasurer of eacli City or incorporated Village.) 
County Board of Supervisors. 
Clerk of Board of Supervisors. 
Town Assessors. 

Town Treasurer, ex officio, Collector. 
Sheriff Collector In certain cases. 

All taxable personal property shall be listed by every property 
person of full age and sound mind (not a married woman) ^'^j'^^''^ 
of which such person i.s owner, lessee or occupant, including 
all moneys in his possession or subject to his order, check, 
or draft, and all credits (except as by this act exempted) 
due or to become due from any person, company or cor- 
poration, whether in or out of the county in which such 
Eerson may reside or such company be located; pi-ovided, P'o™"- 
owever, that money collected as agent for any person, 
company or corporation, which is to be transmitted imme- 
diately to such parties, shall not bo listed by such agent ; 
but he shall, if required by the assessor, state, under oath, 
the amount of such money in his hands, and to whom the 
same is to be transmitted ; and provided, further, that bona 
fide debts owing by any person, company or corporation 
may be deducted from the gross amount of credits of such 
parties ; and the person making out the statement of his 
personal, property to be given to the assessor, need only 
set forth the amount of his credits remaining after such 
deduction. But no person, company or corporation shall 
be entitled to any deduction on account of any bond, note 
or other obligation given to any mutual insurance com- 
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pany, nor on account of any unpaid subscription to any 
religious, literary, scientific or benevolent institution or so- 
ciety ; but no acknowledgment of indebtedness, not founded 
on actual consideration, shall be deemed a debt within the 
meaning of this act. 

(The property of wards, minors, wives, property held 
in trust, of deceased persons, of persons and corporations 
whose assets are in the hands of receivers, is listed as in 
Illinois.) 
Where pro- Every person required to list property in behalf of others 
BsteV *"* ^hall list It in the same town or city in which he would be 
required to list it if it were his own ; but he shall list such 
property separate from his own, specifying the name of the 
person, estate, company or corporation to which the same 
may belong. 

All toll bridges shall be listed in the town or ward where 
the toll is taken. Merchants' and manufacturers' stock shall 
be listed and taxed iii the town or ward where it was situ- 
ated at the time of listing; but all other personal property 
shall be listed and taxed in the town or ward where the 
person charged with the tax thereon resided at the time 
such property was listed. 
^dT 'under Property under lease of any religious, literary, scientific 
lease to be or benevolent institution or societj^, incorporated or unin- 
listed. corporated, shall be considered, for all purposes of taxation, 
as the property of the person holding the same ; and such 
property shall be so listed by the person having charge 
thereof But lands held under lease from any university, 
college or other literary institution or society, granted by 
congress for religious or school purposes, shall not be re- 
quired to pay any tax from which such leasehold estate 
is exempt by the law authorizing the lease. 
Person Every person required to list property shall make out, 

inake^oatii Under oath, and at any time after ten days from time of 
tortate- notice of assessor, deliver to assessor on demand, a state- 
ment of all personal property he is required to list, as 
owner, parent, guardian, husband, wife, trustee, executor, 
administrator, receiver, accounting officer, partner, agent 
or factor, 
s^tement Such Statement shall set forth the number of horses ; neat 
forth. ° '" cattle, over two years old ; of mules and asses, over one year 
and a half old ; of sheep and hogs, over six months old ; of 
pleasure carriages of every description ; of gold and silver 
watches ; of pianos and melodeons. 

The first day of June shall be taken as the period to 
which the ages of the animals shall refer. The property 
above specified shall be known as " enumerated articles." 
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The statement required to be given to the assessor shall 
also contain, as distinct and separate items, the amount of 
moneys and credits ; of merchants' and manufacturers' 
stock ; and the aggregate amount of all other articles of 
personal property which the person making the statement 
is required to list ; and he shall be required to make oath 
to the value of personal property not exhibited to the 
assessor. 

The statement shall set forth the amount of credits such 
person is required to list, after deducting therefrom the 
indebtedness which the person making such statement is 
entitled to deduct, agreeably to the provisions of this act. 

No person shall be required to include in his list of per- Property of 
sonal property, any portion of the capital stock, of any tioS™ 
company or corporation exempt from taxation, or which is 
required to list its capital and other personal property as a 
company or corporation, nor any portion of the capital stock 
of any company or corporation which is required by law 
to pay tax on its capital, profits or dividends ; but all other 
incorporated companies shall be required to list by their 
president, secretary or other accounting officer, the full 
amount of stock paid iu and remaining as capital stock at 
its true value in money, and such stock shall be taxed as 
other personal property. 

No property exempt from taxation shall be required to Exempt 
be included in the list. not'tJ.'be 

If any person, notii3ed by the assessor to make out a '"oio^ea- 
statement of property for taxation, shall have no property Sxabie"" 
which he is required to list, either on his own account or f^°P^''5[ster 
in behalf of others, he shall set forth such fact, on the blank to make 
statement left with him by the assessor, and make oath to °* ' 
its truth. 

(Listing by merchants and manufacturers same as in 
Illinois.) 

Every manufacturer shall list the value of all engines, 
tools and machinery of every description, not forming part 
of any parcel of real property used or designed to be used 
in any process of manufacturing. 

The assessors (elected every two years in the towns) shall °°e|jo/g. 
list and value all the real property of the state not ex- 
pressly exempted from taxation. 

Each assessor shall make out from information, a des- Assessors 
cripDion of each parcel of real property in his town, city or aesCTV '"' 
ward, and shall designate the piece, parcel or tract of land ^^"apeity. 
in the town other than the village in which the owner, 
occupant or other person liable to taxation resides, and if 
he deem it necessary, he may require the owner or occupant 
22 
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to famish such description. If the latter refuse or neglect 
to famish such on demand of the assessor, he may employ 
a surveyor to ascertain the boundaries and quantity of such 
property ; and the expenses shall be a tax on said property. 

The assessors shall, from actual view, and from informa- 
tion determine the true value of all the real property in 
their respective districts ; they shall respectively examine 
all such buildings and other improvements not exempt; 
but the value of land and improvements shall be entered 
on the list in a single aggi'egate. 

The assessor or assessors, together with the chairman of 
supervisors and the clerk of each town, or the several asses- 
sors with the mayor, clerk and treasurer of each city or 
incorporated village shall constitute a town, incorporated 
village or city board to equalize the assessment of real pro- 
perty for such town, village or city; and th^ said assessor 
or assessors shall notify the clerk of his or their town, in- 
corporated village or city of the time and place of the meeting 
of such equalizing board at least six days before, and said 
clerk shall post notices of said meeting, at least four days 
prior to such meeting, in not less than live public places iii 
such town or vilUxge 'or two public places in each ward 
of such city. AVhen the town or city board of equalisation 
shall have convened, each member shall take an oath fairly 
and impartially to equalize the assessment of the real pro- 
perty of such town, village or city. Each assessor shall 
lay before the board his assessment for the proper town, 
village or city, when the board shrfll proceed to correct any 
errors in such assessment, and if it be claimed that different 
parcels of real property have not been assessed at their 
true relative value, they shall add to or deduct from any 
such parcels such amount as in their opinion justice and 
equity demand ; and the valuation, as thus equalized by 
said board, siiall constitute the return to be made by the 
assessor as tGe valuation of the real property of such town, 
village or city, and such equalized assessment shall be the 
valuation of real property on which taxes sliall be levied 
and computed, except as the valuation of any parcel may 
thereafter be changed. The said board may adjourn from 
day to day until their labors are completed. 

And it is hereby provided that the said town and city 
boards of equalization shall annually equalize the assess- 
ment of new entries, new structures and personal propert}-, 
and such equalized value shall be deemed the true value 
thereof, and shall be so returned by the assessor. 

Each assessor shall, on or before the first Monday of July 
for that year in which all the real property of the state is 
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required to be valued, make out and deliver to tbe clerk reuirna of 
of the board of supervisors of bis county, a return in tabu- petty/"' 
lar form in a book to be provided him by said clerk, of the 
quantity, description, and value of each parcel of real pro- 
perty subject to taxation in his town, city, or ward, with 
the name of the owner (if known) set opposite to each of 
such parcels ; and in a separate column the value attached 
by him to each parcel. Such return shall set forth the wimt 
name of each of such villages and cities; and if any parcel slttotf."'' 
of real property within the limits of any village or city be 
other than a lot or part thereof, the return shall set forth 
the number of acres, the number and range of the town, 
and number and subdivision of the section, or such other 
description as will be sufficiently pertinent. Assessors may 
commence assessment at any time after the third Monday 
in April. 

Each assessor when making his returns of the valuation oath. 
of real estate for those years, when all the real estate is 
required to bo valued, shall take and subscribe an oath (to 
be certified by the officer administering it, and attached to 
his return to the clerk of the board of supervisors) that the 
return contains a correct description of each parcel of real 

property within said , as far as he has been able to 

ascertain it, and the value attached to each parcel in said 
return is as he believes, the true value tlfereof ; and he 
may append to oath, if he deems it his duty, " except as 
the value shall have been altered by the (town, incorporated 
village or city) board of equalization." 

The county board of supervisors of each county shair^°ard^f 
constitute a county board of equalization; and the clerk equaiiza- 
of the board of supervisors shall be the clerk of said board 
of equalization. 

The board, or a majority, shall meet on the second Mon- wiienana 
day in July next ensuing the valuation of the real property meet.^ '" 
of the state, at such convenient place at the county seat as 
shall be designated by the clerk of the board of supervi- 
sors ; and each, having taken an oath fairly and impartially oath. 
to equalize the valuation of the real property of his county, 
the clerk of the board of supervisors shall lay before them Duties, 
the returns of all the assessors in such county. The said 
board shall then proceed to equalize such valuation of real 
property, observing the following rules: 

They shall raise the valuation of such towns, cities, in- To equalize 
corporated and unincorporated villages when below, to the tion to"™, 
true value thereof, and reduce it when above, as compared ynilg'eg"'^ 
with the average valuation of the real property of such 
county having regard to the advantages, so as to fairly 
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equalize the valuation of real property throughout the 
county. The board shall not however reduce the aggre- 
gate valuation of the real property of the county below 
the aggregate amount returned by the assessors including 
such additions as shall have been made by the clerk of the 
board of supervisors. 

Each clerk of the board of supervisors shall, on or be- 
fore the second Monday in August annually, make out and 
transmit to the secretary of state an abstract of the real 
property of each town, city and village of his county, in 
which he shall set forth, the number of acres exclusive of 
village and city lots; the aggregate value of all real pro- 
perty other than village and city lots including such addi- 
tions as shall have been made to the return of the assessors ; 
and tlie aggregate valuation of the real property of each 
village and city of his county, including such additions as 
shall have been made to the return of the assessors; and 
such clerk shall, at the same time transmit to the secretary 
,of state, the aggregate value of all the personal property 
in his county, ineludiag such additions as shall have been 
made to the return of the assessors. 

The members of the state senate in conjunction with the 
secretary of state shall form a state board of equalization, 
which shall meet at Madison every two years on the lirst 
Tuesday in September, and the board after taking an oath 
to equalize impartially the valuation of real property 
among the several counties of the state according to the 
rules, and after the secretary of state has laid before them 
the abstracts of real property transmitted to him from the 
several counties, shall proceed to equalize the valuation of 
such real property as follows : 

They shall add to the aggregate valuation of every 
county which they believe to be valued below tlie average 
valuation of other counties, such per centum as will raise 
the same to the average valuation of other counties accord- 
ing to the actual value of each. 

They shall deduct from the aggregate valuation of every 
county which they shall believe to be valued above the 
average valuation of other counties, such per centum aa 
will reduce such county to the average valuation of all the 
counties of the state, according to the actual value of each, 
as compared with others, and if they shall believe that right 
and justice demand a change in the valuation of the real 
property of any town, city or incorporated village, without 
raising or reducing the total valuation of the county, in 
equal ratio, they shall add to or deduct from the valuation 
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of sucli town, city or village such per centum as they shall 
deem just and equitable. 

Immediately after the state board shall have completed gt^fe l"^ °' 
the equalization of real property, the secretary of state shall transmit to 
transmit to the clerk of the board of supervisors of each sifpervisors. 
county, a statement of the per centum added to or deducted flded™'""" 
from the valuation of the real property of his county, spe- »■■ deducted 
cifying the per centurrf which has been added to or deduct- ties. 
ed from each of the towns, cities, and incorporated villages ' 
in such county, if an equal per centum shall not have been Jg^^j*^*, '^"^ 
added to or deducted from the entire county, and such been added 
statement shall be filed in the office of said clerk. If the ancted^from 
state board shall have added to or deducted from the valu- cranty-^ 
ation of any town, city or incorporated village, a per centum taxes 
different from that which it shall have added to or deducted towns^ 
from the entire county, the clerk of the board of supervi- village™^ 
sors shall add to or deduct from the aggregate valuation of j P,P2"^e''uaN 
the real property of such town, city or village, as equal- ization of 
ized by the county board of equalization, such difference boardf 
of per centum ; and on the equalization as thus made by 
the state board, added to the personal property of the re- 
spective towns, cities and villages, shall taxes be appor- 
tioned among such places ; provided, however, that if the 
said board shall have added to or deducted from an entire 
county, an equal per centum, the apportionment of taxes 
among the towns, cities and incorporated villages of such 
county shall be made from the equalization established by 
the county board of equalization when added to the per- 
sonal property of such towns, cities and villages. As soon secretary of 
as the secretary of state shall have ascertained the aggre- annua1?y'^ 
gate valuation of all the property of the state according to ^{j-g'^jj^g 
the equalization of the state board, including the additions, among 
he shall proceed to apportion the state taxes among the *="""''*'• 
several counties, so that each county shall pay such pro- 
portion of said state taxes as the aggregate valuation of all 
the taxable property of such county bears to the aggregate 
valuation of all the taxable property of the state. And 
the secretary of state shall transmit a copy of such appor- 
tionment, duly certified, to the clerk of the board of super- 
visors of each county, on or before the second Monday in 
October of each year. 

Each assessor shall, on or before the 20th of May, annu- Aseessor to 
ally leave with each resident of his town, city or ward, of licea^^' 
full age, not a married woman or insane, at the office or ^"™| ^^ 
usual place of residence, a written or printed notice re- make out 
quiring him to make out for such assessor, after ten days of property, 
from the notice, a statement of the personal property which 
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he is required to list for taxation ; and such notice shall be 
accompanied by such form in blank, as is necessary for 
the statement; provided, tliat such statement ma}' be made 
out and delivered at the time when the notice is left by the 
assessor, if the person receiving such notice shall choose to 
do so. 

Each assessor shall, before the 10th of June, call upon 
each person with whom lie shall ha-Ze left a notice for the 
statement which such person was required to make out, 
unless it shall have been previously delivered to said asses- 
sor; and the assessor shall require each of such persons to 
take and subscribe an oath, to the truth of, and to be 
attached to such statement. 

Each of the said as.sessors shall also annually, except for 
those years when the valuation of all real property of the 
state is required to be taken, list and value all real pro- 
perty which shall have become subject to taxation since 
the last listing of property in his town or city ; and if the 
assessor shall discover that any real property which was 
subject to taxation had escaped as.sessment for the last pre- 
ceding year, he shall note such fact, and include both years 
in his assessment, by listing such property at twice its real 
value. And the said assessor shall also list all new struc- 
tures of over one hundred dollars in value not previou.sly 
included in the valuation of the land on which they stand, 
and shall return the valuation of such new entries and new 
structures, with his return of the valuation of personal pro- 
perty, under the head of " new entries and new structures." 
And the said assessor shall set forth in such return the 
parcel of real property on which each of such new struc- 
tures shall have been made, and the true value added to 
such real property in consequence of such structures and 
such increase, added to the former valuation, shall be 
deemed the true value of such real property. 

If anj-- structure, of over one hundred dollars in value, 
which had been ei-ected previous to the last valuation of 
the land on which the same shall have stood, or tlie valu- 
ation of which shall have been added to any former valua- 
tion of said land, shall have been destroyed by fire, flood 
or . otherwise, the assessor shall determine, as nearly as 
practicable, how much less such land would sell for, from 
such destruction, and shall make return thereof, as pro- 
vided in the case of new structures; and the true valuation 
of such real property shall be arrived at by deducting from 
the former valuation the loss sustained by the destruction 
of such structure. 
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In every case, where any person sliall refuse to make Duties of 
out and deliver to the assessor, a, statement of personal pro- where per 
perty as required ; or shall refuse to swear to the truth of to maki"out 
such statement, or any part thereof which he is required ami maks 

.„ ,'. •' ^ ' ~1 oath to 

to verity, and m every case where any person irom ab- stiuement 
sence or other cause, shall neglect or fail to make out and property"*' 
deliver such statement, the assessor shall proceed to ascer- 
tain the number and value of each description of the several 
articles of personal property before enumerated, (viz. : 
horses, cattle, mules, sheep, hogs, &c.,) also the amount of 
moneys and credits of merchants' and manufacturers' stock, 
and the aggregate value of all other articles of personal 
property subject to taxation, of which a statement shall 
have been withheld by the person required to list the same. 
And the assessor may examine, on oath, any person he may 
deem possessed of the necessary information. 

If any person required to give evidence by the asses.sor if witness 
shall refuse to be sworn or to testify, on application of the swom, may 
assessor, any justice of the peace of the county shall summon \\ lefore""' 
such person before him at such time as the assessor de- justice of 
signates, to answer, on oath, such questions of the assessor 
or his agent touching the amount and value of the property \ 
such person refuses to list. 

Any person prevented by sickness or absence or other Remedy for 
unavoidable occurrence from making and delivering to the prevented 
assessor the required statement of his property, he may at ^^'froJJf^^' 
any time before the 1st day of August next ensuing, make listing their 
out and attest before the clerk ,of the board of supervisoi's ^^°''^" ^' 
such required statement; and said clerk shall make an 
entry thereof on the return for the proper town or city, or 
correct the corresponding item in the return made by the 
assessor, as the case may require. But no such statement But persons 
shall be received from any person who refused to make fusing, can- 
out, attest on oath, and deliver to the assessor such state- ^cturnNs'""^ 
mentat the required time ; nor from any person who shall ™'''''^- 
not first make and file with said clerk an affidavit that he 
was absent from home without design to avoid the hsting 
of his property, or was prevented by sickness or other 
unavoidable occurrence, from making out and delivering 
to the assessor the required statement within the time re- 
quired by law. 

Each assessor, at a stated time, annually, shall deliver to ^^^|^°" 
the clerk of the board of supervisors of his county a tabu- retnmof 
lar, alphabetical return of the names of the several persons, prop°rty,^ 
companies and corporations in which personal property '^'i"'t™c]'erk ' 
shall have been listed in his town or city, and he shall ofioardof 
state the aggregate value of personal property listed m the 



superviaorB. 



176 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS— WISCONSIN". 



Assessors 
to return 
Btatements 
of property. 



Assessor to 
take oath. 



Clerk of 
board to 
add fifty 
per cent to 
value of 
property 
when per- 
sons refuse 
to list. 

Clerk may 
correct 
return of 



Clerk of 
hoard may 
correct 
omissions 
in return of 

real pro- 



name of each person, company or corporation. The as- 
sessor shall include in his return, in separate columns, new 
entries, new structures and structures destroyed, as hereto- 
fore provided. 

Each assessor shall, at the time he is required to make 
his returns to the clerk of the board of supervisors, also 
deliver to said clerk all the statements, alphabetically ar- 
ranged, of property received from persons required to list 
the same, which shall be filed by the clerk. 

Each assessor, when making his return of personal pro- 
perty, shall take and subscribe an oath, which shall be cer- 
tified by the officer administering, and attached to the return 
he is required to make, that the value of the personal pro- 
perty, of which statements have been made and attested 
by the oaths of persons required to list the same is truly 
returned, as set forth in such statements ; that in every case 
where he has been required to ascertain the amount and 
value of the personal property of any person, company or 
corporation, he has diligently, and with the best aids he 
could command, endeavored to ascertain the true amount 
and value of such property, and, as he believes, the full 
value thereof is set forth in the annexed return ; and in no 
case has he knowingly omitted to demand of any person 
of whom he was required to make such demand, a state- 
ment of the description, amount and value of personal pro- 
perty which such person was required to list for taxation, 
nor in any way connived at any violation of law in relation 
to the listing and valuing of property. 

The clerk of the board of supervisors of each county 
shall add to the valuation of all personal property returned 
by the assessor, which the owner or other person who 
should have listed in the owner's belialf, neglected or re- 
fused to list, or to the value of which such person refused 
to swear, as required, fifty per cent on the value so returned ; 
and if said clerk believes that in any such case the value 
returned by the a.ssessor is below the true value of such 
property, he may institute such examination as he shall 
deem necessary, to enable him to ascertain the amount and 
value of such property. 

And for that purpose he is hereby invested with all the 
authority conferred upon assessors in cases where persons 
refuse to list their personal property as required by this 
act. 

If, upon examination of returns made by assessors, the 
clerk of the board of supervisors shall discover that any 
parcel of real property shall have been omitted in the re- 
turn of any assessor, he shall add the same to the list of real 



error in 
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property, with the name of the owner, if known, as a sepa- pertymia 
rate parcel, or to any parcel returned hy t.he assessor, as the Stella, 
case may require; and in any such ease the said clerk shall 
forthwith notify the assessor in whose return such omission 
occurred, of such omission ; and such assessor shall forth- 
with proceed to ascertain and return to said clerk, the value 
of such omitted real property. 

Each clerk of the board of supervisors shall correct any cierkmay 
error in the description or quantity of land contained in the tnlrl^n 
list of real property in his county, but he shall make no of'anJ' 
deduction from the valuation of any parcel of real property 
except as required by this act. 

If any clerk of the board of supervisors shall discover cierk of 
that any assessor has omitted in his. return, any property rcquir™*^ 
he was legally required to return, he shall authorize and eMKc"*" 
require such assessor to correct such error or omission, and errors in 
such as.sessor shall, within ten days after having been so 
authorized and required, proceed to correct any such error 
or omission and make return thereof to said clerk. 

The clerk of the board of supervisors of each county cierk of 
shall make out a complete assessment roll of each town and mTkeout 
city in his county, including all additions to the return of assessment 
the several assessors, agreeably to the provisions and re- 
quirements of this act, arranged in the following form, 
viz.: 

Each parcel of real property in each of the several towns Entry of 
of his county, other than village property, shall be entered i^'iowm!" 
on such roll in numerical order, as to sections and subdivi- 
sions thereof, opposite to the name of the owner, if known; 
and in a separate column the said clerk shall set forth the 
value which then stands affixed to each separate parcel, 
and each parcel of real property in each village and city in 
his county shall be entered on the assessment roll fo^ such 
village or city in numerical order as to lots and blocks, oppo- 
site the name of the owner, if known ; and in a. separate 
column he shall set forth the value which then stands affixed 
to each parcel of such real property. And if any parcel of f^^{l°l^g 
real property, lying within the limits of any village or city, in viiiiigcs 

rti '11 1 1 n i fl.iid citiisB 

be other than a lot or part thereof, the said clerk shall set 
forth on such roll, the number of acres, the number and 
range of the town, the number of the section and subdivi- 
sion thereof The value of personal property listed by any Personal ^^ 
person, company, or corporation shall be entered on said Ee"on the 
roll separate from real estate, opposite the names (alpbabeti- J^olnTeli 
cally arranged) in which the same is listed. And said estate, 
clerk shall transmit the appropriate assessment roll to the SfnLn"" 
clerk of each of the towns and cities of his county on or roiisto 
23 
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before the 15tli day of November annually ; and the said 
clerk of the board of supervisors shall designate on each of 
such assessment rolls the amount of state and county tax 
which the town or city to which such roll belongs is re- 
quired to pay ; he shall also designate on each of such 
assessment rolls the per centage ordered by the county 
board of supervisors, for county school tax : provided, that 
if the county board of supervisors of any county shall not 
have determined the amount of county or school tax which 
shall be apportioned to the several towns, cities and incor- 
porated villages in such county, within the time specified 
for sending the assessment rolls to said })laces, the clerk 
shall, immediately after the amount of such tax shall have 
been determined by the board, forward to the clerk of each 
town, city and incorporated village, a certified statement of 
such tax apportioned to each of such places ; and the clerk 
of such town, city or village shall attach such statement to 
the assessment roll. 

Each clerk of the board of supervisors shall correct the 
valuation of any parcel of real property on which any new 
structure of over one hundred dollars in value has been 
erected, or on which any structure of like value shall have 
been destroyed, by adding to or deducting from the valua- 
tion of such property such amount as shall correspond with 
the return of the assessor in relation thereto ; and such 
corrected valuation shall thereafter be taken as the true 
value of such real property. 

The capital stock paid in and so remaining undiminished 
by losses, inculsive of the value of all other personal pro- 
perty of any banking or other joint stock company incor- 
porated in this state, shall be listed for taxation by the 
principal accounting ofUcer of such company in the town 
or city where the principal office of such company is kept, 
and taxed as other personal property belonging to natural 
persons ie required to be taxed : provided, that the above 
shall not apply to any such company whose charter or act 
of incorporation may have guaranteed exemption from 
taxation, or shall have provided another mode for taxing 
the same. 

The secretary of state shall annually prepare and trans- 
mit to the clerk of the board of supervisors of each county 
all proper forms and instructions, and with the aid and 
advice of the attorney general shall decide all questions as 
to the true construction of the foregoing provisions, subject 
always to an appeal to the supreme court. 

In all cases where duties are required of the mayor, clerk, 
and treasurer of incorporated cities, the same shall devolve 
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upon the president, clerk and treasurer of incorporated 
villages ; and the same shall constitute the board of equali- 
zation therein. 

If any secretary of state, clerk of the board of super- Penalty for 

1 Tt n 1 • 1 1 non-per- 

VTsors, or assessor, suali reiuse or knowingly neglect to formance of 
perform their duties, or consent or connive, whereby any ^"'^' 
proceedings are prevented or hindered, or whereby any 
property required to be listed for taxation shall be exempted 
•therefrom or entered on the tax list at less than its true 
value, he shall for every such refusal, neglect or connivance, 
forfeit and pay to the state not less than two hundred dol- 
lars, nor more than one thousand dollars. 

Every second year the real property of this state shall j^jtfngo'f 
be listed, valued, returned, and equalized in the manner reaipro- 
pointed out in the foregoing provisions. ^" ^" 

Every town clerk shall, upon the reception of the assess- cierk's 
ment roll, calculate and carry out the total amount of such the'aa/esa^ 
taxes, together with all town and other local taxes unless ™™'™'i- 
otherwise provided, adding thereto five per cent for expense 
of collection in an additional column {[^epared for that pur- 
pose in the assessment roll, setting opposite to the several 
sums set down as the valuation of real and personal estate, 
the respective.sums assessed as taxes thereon, in dollars and 
cents, rejecting the fractions of a cent. 

The said town clerk shall immediately make out a fair ABsessment 
copy of such assessment roll, when thus completed, and iwered to 
deliver the same to the town treasurer of his town, on or InJer,*^"' 
before the second Monday of December in each year; but J^Jo"™^' 
in no case shall the assessment roll be delivered to such 
treasurer until he shall have executed a bond to the county 
treasurer and successors in office in double the amount of 
state and county taxes apportioned to such town, faithfully 
to perform his duties, and delivered to the clerk of his 
town the receipt of the said county treasurer, stating that 
the latter has received said bond. 

To each assessment roll so delivered, a warrant under the ^a'mreVto 
hand of the town clerk shall be annexed, commanding the collect 
said town treasurer to collect from each of the persons and 
corporations named in the annexed assessment roll, and of 
the owners of the real estate described therein, the taxes 
set down in such roll opposite their respective names and 
to the several parcels of land therein described ; and in 
case any person or corporation, upon whom any such sum 
or tax is imposed, refuse or neglect to pay the same, to levy 
and collect the same by distress and sale of the goods and 
chattels of the person or corporation so taxed, and out of 
the moneys so collected, after deducting his fees, to pay 
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first to the treasurer of said county on or before the last 

Monday of January next the sum of for state taxes ; 

and to retain and pay out, as town treasurer, according to 

law, the sum of ; and the balance to pay to said 

treasurer for county purposes, on or before the day speci- 
fied ; and malce return to said treasurer of warrant, with 
said roll attached, together with his doings thereon. 

As soon as the town clerk shall have delivered the 
assessment roll and warrant to the town treasurer as afore- 
said, he shall make a memorandum or entry thereof, and 
charge to the treasurer the amount of the town and other 
local taxes, if any, in a book to be kept by him for that 
purpose. 

Should the town clerk neglect or refuse to perform his 
duties relative to the assessment and warrant as above set 
forth, the clerk of the board of supervisors of the county 
in which such town is situated, shall calculate and carry on 
the taxes on the assessment roll of the town, complete the 
roll and make a true copy and annex a warrant, signed by 
him as clerk of sucJ| board, which warrant shall be sub- 
stantially like the warrant he was required to make or 
annex to a copy of the assessment roll, and shall be directed 
and delivered to the sheriff of said county, together with 
the copy of the assessment roll, who shall collect and 
return said taxes according to the command of the warrant, 
and for that purpose the sheriff of the county is vested 
with all the powers of the town treasurer of such town. 

The circuit courts are authorized and empowered to 
vacate any city, town or village, or any part or parts 
thereof, or any additions thereof, on application made by 
the board of supervisors of the county in which the city, 
town or village is situated, for good cause. Such applica- 
tion may be beard at any general or special term of the 
circuit court, held in and for the county in which the city, 
town or village, or addition is situated. It is intended 
hereby to confer discretionary power on the circuit courts 
to vacate any city, town or village, or addition thereto or 
part thereof, whether the proprietors are residents or non- 
residents, in all cases where proprietors neglect to pay the 
taxes assessed and levied on the same, and the county in 
which the same is situated acquires an interest therein, by 
virtue of tax deeds, tax certificates or otherwise ; and the 
court to which the application shall be made shall hear 
proofs of the facts and circumstances. 

The town treasurer of each town, on the receipt of the 
assessment roll for the current year, with the tax list 
annexed, shall give public notice, by posting, that the taxes 
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assessed and levied in sucb. town are placed in his hands ws hands 
for collection, and that they are subject to payment at his tio™ *"" 
office at any time prior to the 25th of December in such 
year. 

On all taxes .so paid or tendered, at the time and place Eemission. 
specified, the said treasurer shall remit to the person so 
paying or tendering, three-fifths of the amount included in 
said list, as his fees for collecting such tax so paid. 

The said treasurer shall, after the said 2oth of December, coUections. 
proceed to collect the taxes charged in said list and re- 
maining unpaid, and for that purpose shall call at least 
once on the person taxed, or at his usual residence, if in 
the town, and demand payment of the taxes charged to 
him on said list. 

In case any person refuse or neglect to pay his tax, the saie of 
town treasurer shall levy the same by distress and sale of chattels? 
any goods and chattels of such person, wherever the same 
may be found within his town ; and if a sufficient amount 
of such property cannot be found in the town, the town 
treasurer may levy the same by distress and sale of the 
goods and chattels of the person wherever the same may 
be found in the county. 

The town treasurer shall give public notice of the time Notice of 
and place of sale, and of the property to be sold, at least "*'*" 
six days previous to the sale, l)y a posted advertisement in 
three public places in the town where sale is to be made ; 
and the sale shall be by public auction, in the daytime, and By public 

1 T 1 -1 1 1 1 -^ . ' auction. 

the property sold shall be present; but at any time pre- 
vious to the sale the owner or claimant of such property 
may release it by payment of the taxes, interest and charges. 

Whenever the purchase money shall not be paid at the ne-saie of 

,, . "^ • -^ 1 , 11 -J property or 

time the treasurer may require, lie may re-seri said pro- recovery of 
perty, or recover from the purchaser the said sum, with SJ^Sey.^* 
costs and ten per cent damages. 

If any person liable to pay taxes shall have retnoved ^'^'^gn^jg. 
from the town or ward where the assessment was made movai. 
against him, after such assessment and before such tax 
ought by law to be collected, it shall be lawful for the trea- 
surer of the town to levy and collect the tax of the goods 
and chattels of said person wherever they may be found 
within the county where the assessment was made. 

Should the town treasurer be unable to collect any tax ^™,.*°'^ 
on any personal property, and payable by any person on nnaWe to 
his tax list, he shall file with some justice of the peace of on persona, 
his county an affidavit' stating the tax and his demand for property, 
payment and inability to collect it; and such justice shall 
thereupon command by summons such person *o appear summons. 



182 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS— WISCONSIlSr. 



Warrant. 



When jus- 
tice to 
make an 
order to 
pay. 



Neglect or 
lefuial. 



When per- 
son to be 
discharged. 
Examina- 
tion to be 
filed. 



Appeal. 



Judgment 
and execu- 
tion. 



and sliow cause on oath why he does not pay said tax ; 
such summons may be served by the town treasurer or any. 
constable in .said county by reading; and it appearing on 
affidavit of the one serving such summons that said person 
was duly served, and that he has failed or neglected to 
appear before said justice for twenty-four hours after ser- 
vice of such summon.s, the said justice shall issue a wari'aiit 
to the sheriff or any constable of the county to forthwith 
bring such person before such justice. 

On the examination on oath of such person, or of wit- 
nesses produced by liim or the treasurer, if it shall appear 
that he had personal property subject to taxation at the 
time the assessment was made, and that he has money or 
property, real or personal, of any description, not exempt 
from sale for taxes, sufficient to pay sucii tax, or such por- 
tion as the justice shall determine such person ought to 
pay, or should such person refuse to answer all questions 
touching his ability to pay such tax, the justice shall make 
an order requiring him to pay such tax forthwith; and if 
he neglect or refu.se, no property belonging to him shall be 
exempt from seizure and sale for payment of such tax ; but 
if it shall appear that he has not sufficient money or pro- 
perty to pay such tax, or that he had no personal property 
subject to taxation at the time the assessment was made, he 
shall be forthwith discharged. 

Such examination shall be reduced to writing by the 
justice, and, subscribed by the person, shall be filed with 
the clerk of the circuit court, to be read on any new trial 
in said court ; either party may produce other proof on 
such trial. 

Every person aggrieved by the decision or order of the 
justice, may appeal to the circuit court of said county, by 
executing an undertaking to the county with surety ap- 
proved by said j ustice, conditioned to abide by and perform 
such order that the court may make as to the payment of 
such tax, and on the execution of such undertaking, the 
said justice shall discharge such person and return said un- 
dertaking with the examination. 

On the trial, if the court or jury shall find that the de- 
fendant had sufficient money or property not exempt, to 
pay said tax at time of examination before justice, judg- 
ment shall be rendered against him and sureties in said 
undertaking for amount of such tax and costs, fees and 
disbursements before the justice and in the court; and exe- 
cution shall thereupon issue against the property of the 
defendant in said judgment ; and no property belonging to 
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the defendant shall be exempt from seizure and sale under 
said execution. 

The district attorney shall try for the county all said 
cases in said court. 

The county treasurer shall, immediately after the first Ustof 
Monday of April in each year, make out a complete list of wh?4™ 
lands returned to him by the town treasurer, in which the unpau™ 
taxes for the year preceding shall remain unpaid, specify- 
ing each tract or lot, the name of the person to whom 
assessed and amount of taxes, charges as returned by the 
town treasurer, and interest at the rate of twelve per cent 
from the 1st of January preceding to that day, due on 
each tract or parcel thereof. The treasurer shall annex 
a certificate of the correctness of such list and within a 
stated time in each year, shall cause to be made a tran- Transcript, 
script of such list, in a book, to be kept in the oifice of the 
clerk of the board of supervisors for that purpose ; to which 
transcript he shall annex his certificate of its correctness to 
the list 

All parcels of land, or parts or undivided shares de- Lanas soia 
scribed in such lists, upon which the taxes shall remain whenun- 
unpaid for three years after the first Monday of April in ^^^^"1 
the year in which such list shall be made, shall be sold by 
the county treasurer, to pay such taxes, together with the 
interest of twenty-five per cent per annum up to the day 
fixed for the sale, and charges. 

Any person may pay the taxes on any parcel or partner Payment, 
undivided interest of land described in lists, to said trea- 
surer, by paying the sum specified in list as due thereon, 
or such portion thereof as the part or interest paid upon 
shall amount to, with the cost for advertising same, at any 
time before the sale thereof by said treasurer, and on 
making such payments, the treasurer shall deliver dupli- J^°Pj''j.|'® 
cate receipts therefor to such person who shall deliver them 
to the clerk of the board of supervisors of the county who 
shall countersign one of such receipts and return it to such 
person, and retain the other and safely keep it in his ofiice. 



STANDARD OF VALUE. 



ALABAMA. 

BeoiTaiDe. Real estate is estimated at its real value, and not at forced 
sale, according to the best judgment the assessor can form 
by information, inspection or otherwise, taking into con- 
gideration its location, advantages, improvements, &c. 
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ARKANSAS. 

All lands are valued at the true value thereof in ready 
money, taking into consideration the fertility and quality 
of, the soil, vicinity to roads, towns, &c., water privileges, 
and all other local advantages with the improvements; 
but no lands shall be valued at less than three dollars per 
acre. All town lots and improvements tiiereon, and all 
saw-mills, tan-yards and distilleries, shall be valued at the 
true value thereof, taking into consideration all local advan- 
tages. 

Every otlier species of property is valued at the true 
value thereof in ready money. 
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COLORADO TERRITORY. 

Real property is to be assessed at its true value in money, 
at private sale, having regard to all elements of value ap- 
pertaining, viz. : quality, locality improvements, &c. 

Depreciated bank notes and depreciated stock or shares 
in corporations or companies may be listed at their current 
value or rate; credits shall be listed at such sum as the 

f)erson listing them believes will be received or can be col- 
ected ; and annuities at the value which the person listing 
believes them to be worth in money. The person making 
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out Lis list of money and credits will be entitled to deduct 
from tlieir gross amount the amount of all bo7ia fide debts 
owing byliim; but no acknowledgment of indebtedness, 
not (bunded on actual consideration, and no such acknow- 
ledgment, made for the purpose of being so deducted, shall 
be considered a debt witiiin the intent of this section ; and' 
so much only of any liability of such person as security for 
another shall be deducted, as the person making the list be- 
lieves he is legally or equitably bound to pay, and so much 
only as he believes he will be compelled to pay on account of 
the'inabiiity of the principal debtor; and if there are other 
sureties able to contribute, then so much only as he, in 
whose behalf the list is made will be bound, to contribute ; 
but no person will be entitled to a deduction on account of 
an obligation of any kind given to an insurance company 
for the premium of insurance ; nor on account of an unpaid 
subscription to any institution or society, nor on account 
of a subscription to or installment payable on the capital 
stock of any company or incorporation. 



CALIFOENIA. 

Eeal estate and improvements thereon, improvements on Eeai estate, 
public lauds, and personal property, are valued according aona?fcash 
to their cash value. ' "^^^^^ 



CONNECTICUT. 

The present true and just value of any estate, real or Estate, real 
personal, liable to be assessed, shall be deemed and. taken ai!vaiS°' 
by the assessors and board of relief of the several towns market 
to be the fair market value thereof, being the price which ™iue. 
could be obtained therefor at private sale, and not at its 
value at a forced or auction sale. 



DELAWARE. 

All property, real and personal, subject to assessment, Tme value, 
shall be assessed at its true value in money. 



FLORIDA. 

No tax-payer in making his returns, shall deduct the Deduction 
amount of his own debts or obligations from the amount °^^'''^'^^- 
24 
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of debts and obligations due him ; and all book accounts 
and other debts of every description, shall be included in 
said return at their actual value, and not their nominal 
value. 

All real estate comprising lands and improvements, 
buildings, manufactories, and mills of all kinds, distilleries, 
furnaces, machinery, tan-yards, ferries, toll bridges and 
■wharves ; all slaves, all bank and other corporate stock ; 
all money at interest or in possession ; all notes and obU- 
gations of whatever character ; all capital employed in trade 
by merchants and traders of every description ; all capital 
invested in steamships, steamboats, sail vessels, lighters and 
barges,; all pleasure carriages, stage coaches, wagons, carts, 
and drays; all horses, asses, mules, neat cattle, swine and 
sheep ; all household furniture, including gold and silver 
plate and musical instruments, and all watches, shall be 
taxed at a uniform rate, upon the value thereof ; provided, 
that no taxes shall be collected on property exempted by 
law. 

Before any tax books are received from any tax assessor 
by the county commissioners, they shall require of said 
assessor an oath that all the taxes on the regular list have 
been returned on oath, and that he verily believes that the 
said property has been returned at its true value, and that 
the said returns embrace all the taxable property of the 
parties making the same within said county. 
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GEORGIA. 

"The sum of thirty-one and a quarter cents shall be 
levied in every hundred dollars' value of all persons' stock 
in trade, shopkeepers and others to be computed at prime 
costs, and the return to be made on oath, that the stock in 
trade so returned is the highest estimation of the stock 
in such persons' possession at any time not exceeding three 
months preceding the time appointed by this act for such 
stock in trade to be estimated and returned." 
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ILLINOIS. 

Each separate parcel of real property shall be valued at 
its true value in money excluding the value .of crops grow- 
ing thereon ; but the price for which such real property 
would sell at a forced sale shall not be taken as a criterion 
of such value. EaCh tract or lot of real property belong- 
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ing to this state, or to any county, city, town or charitable 
institution, whether incorporated or unincorporated, and 
school or ministerial lands, held under lease for a term 
exceeding ten years, shall be valued at such price as the 
. assessor believes could be obtained at private sale for such 
leasehold estate. Personal property of every description Personni, at 
sliall be valued at the usual sellingpriceof similar property lugVios' 
at the time of listing and in the county where the same 
may then be ; and if there be no usual selling price known 
to the person whose duty it shall be to fix a value thereon, 
then at such price as it is believed could be obtained there- 
for in money at such time and place. Investments in bonds, 
stocks, joint stock companies or otherwise shall be valued 
at the true value thereof in money. Money, whether in Money at 
possession or on deposit, shall be entered in the statement .qmonnt; 
at the full amount thereof; provided, that depreciated bank ta5;5f J,otM 
notes shall be entered at their current value. at current 

Every credit for a sum c^tain, payable either in money 
or property of any kind, shall be valued at the full price of 
the sum so payable ; if for a specific article, or for a specified 
number or quantity of any article or articles of property, 
or for a certain amount of labor done, or for services of ♦ 

any kind rendered, it shall be valued at the current price 
of such property, or of such labor or service, at the place 
payable. Annuities or moneys receivable at stated periods, ^5|°"t'ijf ■ 
shall be valued at the price which the person listing the are worth 
same believes them to be worth in money. "" '"'"'®^- 

In making up the amount of moneys and credits which 
any person is required to list for himself, or any other 
person, company or corporation, he shall be entitled to 
deduct from the gross amount of moneys and credits, the 
amount of all bona fide debts owing by such person, com- Bmajide 
pany or corporation to any other person, company or cor- ducted'*" 
poration for a consideration received ; but no acknowledg- animifrof 
ment of indebtedness, not founded on actual consideration, moneys aud 
believed when received to have been adequate; and no 
such acknowledgment, made for the purpose of being so 
deducted, shall be considered a debt within the meaning 
of this section ; and so much only of any liability as surety Amount 
for others shall be deducted as the person making up the dncteifthat 
statement believes the surety is legally and equitably bound femi'iy ana 
to pay, and so much only as he believes such surety will ^^JJ^^'l^'j^ 
be compelled to pay on account of the inability or insol- pay. 
vency of the principal debtor ; and if there are other sureties 
who are able to contribute, then only so much as the surety Not to ap- 
in whose behalf the statement is made will be bound to Lnk^. 
contribute ; provided, that nothing in this section shall be 
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No dcdiTO- 
tiotis oil 
accouut of 

l)OLld», &c. 

piveu to 
mutual 
iiianmnce 
co's. 



Minimnm 
value of 
lauds. 



SO construed as to apply to any bank, company or corpo- 
ration, exercising banking powers or privileges. 

No person, company or corporation shall be entitled to 
any deduction on account of any bond, note or oljligation 
of any kind, given to any mutual insurance company, nor 
on account of any unpaid subscription to any religious, 
literary, scientific or charitable institution or society ; nor 
on account of any subscription to, or installment payable 
on the capital stock of any company, whether incorporated 
or unincorporated. 

The minimum value of all lands in this state, for the 
purpose of taxation, shall be three dollars per acre. 



MoTjeyB, 
rights, 
credits, &c., 
valued at 
true cash 
value. 



Taxable 
lands ap- 
praised at 
their full 
value in 
money. 



Inlets and 
outlots, full 
value. 



INDIANA. 

The assessor shall require of the person making a state- 
ment of his property, to take and subscribe on oath, that the 
said statement contains a true, full, fair list of the moneys, 
rights, credits, effects, ships, canal boats, flat boats, steam- 
boats, personal propert}'- appertaining to merchandi.sing, 
manufacturing, and corporation stocks of the person making 
such list, or of the persons on whose behalf the same is 
made, and that the same have been valued at their true 
cash value. 

The appraiser shall, on actual view, make a true valua- 
tion of all lands, with improvements and buildings thereon 
or affixed, at their fall value in money, as he would ap- 
praise the same in payment of a just debt due from a solvent 
debtor, taking into consideration the fertility and quality 
of the soil, the vicinity of the same to railroads, McAdam'i- 
zed roads, clay roads, turnpike roads, plank roads, state 
and county roads, cities, towns, villages, navigable rivers, 
water privileges on same or in vicinity to same, the loca- 
tion of the route of any canals, with any other local advan- 
tages of situation ; provided, that said appraiser shall also 
value all lands at their cash value, without taking into 
consideration any improvements made thereon ; and this 
valuation, as weli as the valuation with improvements, shall 
be set down in proper columns. 

Inlots and outlots in all towns, cities and villages, with 
the improvements thereon or affixed, shall be valued at 
their true and full value in money, regarding all the local 
advantages of situation to be valued on actual view of 
premises. 

The said appraiser shall also on actual view, make a true 
valuation of all lands, town lots, depot grounds and build- 
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ings, and improvements thereon, other than road beds, ^^J'^j^ 
switches and side tracks, and railroad tracks and super- 
structures thereon, -used or held by railroad companies, 
according to the same rule herein prescribed for ascertain- 
ing the value of other real property ; and he shall in the 
same manner make a true valuation of all lands and town 
lots and buildings, and improvements thereon, used or held 
by aH McAdamized roads, plank ro^ds, turnpike roads and 
canals, other than the Wabash and Erie canal ; and all toll 
bridges belonging to private persons or private corporations, 
to be valued upon actual view of the premises. The rail- property, 
road companies pi this state shall, on or before the 1st of Wap-' 
April, 1859, furnish to the appraiser of each county through ^™*^ " 
■which their respective roads may run, a written statement 
of the length of line in his county ; also a written schedule 
of the number and description of all the rolling machinery 
of such company, or used by it npon such road in doing V 

the business thereof, and the value of the same, in which 
shall be apportioned to each mile of said road, the value 
of said rolling machinery ; said schedule and statement to 
be verified by the superintendent or manager of such road. 
The appraisers of the county through which any road may 
run (provided it passes through more than one) siiall, on 
the second Monday in April, 1859, meet at such point on 
the line of such road as may be designated by the state 
auditor, or in case he fails to designate such point, then at 
such point as may be agreed upon by such appraisers, and 
then appraise the value of said road per mile, through their 
respective counties, including in that valuation the value 
of all the rolling machinery aforesaid, depots, depot grounds 
and machine shops. In making such estimate of the value 
of such road the appraisers shall take into consideration, in 
addition to the rule prescribed for the valuation of real 
estate, the location of such road for business, the compe- 
tition of other roads, its earnings above current expenses 
and repairs, its condition for present and future business, 
so as to enable them to arrive at the actual present value 
of such road, independent of what it cost, or the amount 
of its indebtedness. 



IOWA. 

Eeal property shall be listed and valued at its true cash Real pro. 
value, having regard to its quality, location, natural aavan- neaattrae 
tages, general improvements in "its vicinity, and all other '^^'^ ™^"'*- 
elements of its value. 
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Depreciated Depreciated bank notes and stock of corporations and 
and'cOTpo-* Companies shall be assessed at their cash value; credits 
ifcash'""'' ^^^^^ be listed at such sum as the person listing them 
value. believes will be received or can be collected thereon ; and 
annuities at the value which the person listing believes 
them to be worth in money. 

The deduction of bona fide debts from the amount of • 
money and credits required to be listed, what is considered 
a debt, liabilities as surety, and no deduction of obligations 
to insurance companies, the same as in Illinois. 



Lands and 
improve- 
ments 
valued at 
true value 
in money. 

Personal 
property at 
usual sell- 
ing cash 
price. 



KANSAS. 

Lands and improvements shall be valued separately at 
their true value in money ; but the price for which such 
real property would sell at auction or at forced sale shall 
not be taken as a criterion of such value. Personal pro- 
perty of every description shall be valued at the usual sell- 
ing cash price of similar property at the time and place of 
listing ; and if there be no usual price, then at the price 
that is believed could be obtained therefor in money. 



KENTUCKY. 



Taxable 
estate 
valued in 
full and fair 
value : and 



The assessor shall, from his own knowledge and from 
the statements of the person listing property for taxation 
and such other evidence as he may be able to obtain upon 
silver''*"'* oath of wituesses sworn by him, fix a full and fair value 
upon all the estate listed with him for taxation, which is 
taxed according to its value. All estate taxed according 
to its value shall be valued in gold and silver. 



Full cash 
value. 



LOUISIANA. 

All real and personal estate (subject to taxation) shall be 
estimated by the assessor at its full cash value. All incor- 
poreal property according to the best information. 



MAINE. 

The assessors of each city, town and plantation shall 
miike true and accurate lists of all ratable estates, both real 
wbU value, ^nd personal (not exempt by law from paying state taxes) 
in their several cities, towns or plantations, and all such 



All pro- 
perty esti- 
mated ut 
fnli, fair 
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estate or property of wbatever kind, wherever situated or 
located, whicli is ia said places suljject to be taxed and 
shall affix to said estates and property of whatever kind, 
enumerated in said lists the full, fair cash value thereof. 



MARYLAND. 

The collector or appeal tax court shall, on his or their snm pro- 
own knowledge and on the best information he or they can wortVL 
obtain, value the property of any taxable person to the '^*^''' 
utmost sum he or they believe the same to be worth in 
cash ; and the county commissioners or appeal tax court 
shall assess such person according to the sum so returned. 



MASSACHUSETTS. 

The assessors of each place shall make a fair cash valu- raircash 
ation of all the estate, real and personal, subject to taxa- 
tion. 



MICHIGAN. 

All assessments are on property at its cash value. *^*''^ ™^'^°- 



MINNESOTA. 

The assessor shall set down in his assessment roll the full v^ae?^'' 
cash value of each parcel of land taxed ; and the full cash 
value of all the taxable personal property. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

It shall be the duty of each person fixing the value of Cashvaine. 
his property, to estimate the same at its cash value at the 
time of such valuation. 

MISSOUJII. 

The assessor shall value and assess all the property on Trne value 
the tax book, according to its true value in cash at the time '" '^^^ 
of assessment. 



192 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS. 



NEBRASKA. 

The valuation same as set forth in Colorado Territory. 



Cash value. 



NET AD A. 

* The county assessor shall determine the full cash value 
of all property, real and personal, subject to taxation in his 
county. 



Pull and 
true value 
in money. 

Value of 

corporate 
filiares. 



Deduction 

when ei*tate 
is taxed 
c'.sewhere. 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The selectmen shall appraise all taxable property at its 
full and true value in money, and shall receive and con- 
sider all such evidence as may be exhibited to them, rela- 
tive to the value of shares in corporations and other pro- 
perty, the value of which cannot be determined by personal 
examination. They shall deduct from the appraised value 
of shares in any corporation, a just proportion of the value 
of any estate of such corporation which shall be legally 
taxed elsewhere, upon satisfactory evidence thereof, under 
oath. 



Aetna] 
value. 



NEW JERSEY. 

All real and personal estate, whether owned by indivi- 
duals or corporations, shall be assessed at the actual value 
thereof. 



Heal estate 
at cueh 
value. 



NORTH CAROLINA. 

The district board of valuation shall, as near as practica- 
ble, ascertain the cash value of every tract of land or other 
real estate with the improvements thereon. 



Real pro- 
perty val- 
ued at true 
value iu 
money, ex- 
cluding 
crops. 



OHIO. 

Each separate parcel of real property shall be valued at 
its true value in money, excluding the value of the crops 
growing thereon ; but th^ price for which such real pro- 
perty would sell at auction, or at a forced sale, shall not be 
taken as criterion of the true value. Each tract or lot of 
real property of the state, or of county, city or charita- 
ble institution, whether or not incorporated, and school and 
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ministerial lands held under lease exceeding fourteen years, 

shall be valued at such price as the assessor believes could 

be obtained at private sale for such leasehold estate. Per- Personal 

sonal property of every description shall be Valued at the ?J?uedat 

usual selling price of similar property at the time of listing Jn™ price.' 

and at the place where the same may then be; and if there 

be no usual selling price known to the person whose duty 

it is to fix a value thereupon, then at such price as it is. 

believed could be obtained therefor in money, at such time 

and place. Investments in bonds, stocks, joint stock com- mJnfs'in 

panies or otherwise shall be valued at the true value thereof, bonds, &c. 

in money. Money, whether in possession or on deposit, 

shall be entered in the statement at the full amount thereof; 

provided, that depreciated bank notes shall be entered at 

their current value.^ Every credit for a sum certain, pay- credits 

able either in money, property of any kind, labor or servi- f^"price. 

ces, shall be valued at the full price of the sum so payable ; 

if for a specific article or for a specified number or quantity 

of any article or articles of property or a certain amount 

of labor, or services of any kind, it shall be valued at the 

current price of such property, or of such labor or service 

at the place where payable. Annuities or moneys receiv- ^2°°'"o?tu 

able at stated periods, shall be valued at the price which in money. 

the person listing the same believes them to be worth in 

money. 

No person, company or corporation, shall be entitled to tion^on"^ 
any deduction on account of any bond, note or obligation ^^''™'°' 
of any kind, given to any mutual insurance company ; nor notes,' &c. 
on account of any unpaid subscription to any religious, 
literary, scientific or charitable institution or society ; nor 
on account of any subscription to or installment payable 
on the capital stock of any company whether or not incor- 
porated. 



OREGON. 

Lands and town lots shall be valued at their true cash Lands val- 
val ue, taking into consideration improvements on the land cash value. 
and in the surrounding country, quality of soil, convenience 
to navigation, public roads, mill privileges and other local 
advantages. 

All the personal property, not exempt from taxation, Personal, 
shall be valued at its true value in cash, and each assessor 
shifll value all improvements on claimed land in his county 
as personal property. 
25 



194 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS. 



Actual 
value. 



PENNSYLYANIA. 

The assessor.? shall assess and rate all objects of taxation 
according to the actual value thereof, and at such rates and 
prices for which the same would bona fide sell. 



Fiiir cash 

VttlUO. 



EHODE ISLAND. 

All property liable to taxation shall be assessed at its 
full' and fair cash value. 



TENNESSEE. 

Appraisal All property shall be assessed at the same value at which 
VcnlL^t it ought to be appraised in payment of a just debt in cash, 
due from a solvent debtor. 



Market 
value. 



TEXAS. 

The taxable property is valued at a fair and correct 
market value. 



JTarket 
value. 



UTAH. 

Property shall be assessed at its fair cash market value. 



Rpal estfite 
viilned at 
fair cash 
value. 

"When de- 
dnctionfe 
nmdu. 



YERMONT. 

Eeal estate is appraised by the listers at its fidr cash 
value, and personal estate at its full value after deducting 
the just debts owed by the taxable person. 

No deduction shall be made from the valuation of per- 
sonal estate of any person for debts owing by him, unless 
such person make oath (if required by listers) that the same 
is a bona fide debt which he is legally bound to pay; nor 
for any debt he is holden as surety and not as principal, 
unless such principal has failed actually and become irre- 
sponsible; or as partner in any business, except from part- 
nership property ; nor for any debt whicli shall appear to 
Lave been a gift from such person ; nor for any note or 
otlier security payable at some future, uncertain day, wiCh- 
out interest ; and as to the above particulars the listers may 
examine such person under oath. 
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YIRGINIA. 

All pl-operty listed is valued at the fair cash value. cashvaine. 



WASHINGTON TEERITOEY. 

Property is assessed at its full cash value. Fniicasii 

value. 

WISCONSIN. 

Each parcel of real property shall be valued at its true True value, 
value in money, excluding the value of crops which may g^o'"^'"^ 
be growing thereon. 

All real property belonging to any religious, literary, Eeni pro- 
scientific or benevolent institution or society, as well as all P^f^tim?' 
school and university land held under lease, except as pro- anaiease- 
vided in section six of this act, (viz. : lands held under 
lease from any university, college or other literary institu- 
tion or society granted by Congress for religious or school 
purposes, shall not be required to pay any tax from which 
such leasehold estate is exempt by the law authorizing the 
lease) shall be valued at such price as the assessor believes 
such leasehold estate would command in money. 

Personal property shall be valued at the usual selling perBonai 
price at the place where the same may be held ; but if there ^"i',?||'Jt 
be no usual selling price known to the person required to nsnai seii- 
fix a value thereon, it shall be valued at such price as is °" ^"°^' 
believed could be obtained therefor in money at such time 
and place. 

Money, whether in possession or deposited, subject to be Money at 
withdrawn on demand, shall be entered in the statement '""*™°™' 
at the full amount thereof; provided, that depreciated bank 
notes shall be entered at their current value. 

If a credit calls for a specific article or articles of pro- Credits, 
perty, or for a specific amount of labor or service, it sliall 
be valued at the current price of such property, labor or 
service. 

Annuities shall be valued at such price as the person jmnuities. 
listing; believes them to be worth inmonev- Manufactured Mamifac-, 
articles remainmg unsold m the hands of the manufacturer cies. 
shall be valued at their true value in money. 

No person shall be required to list a greater portion of 
arty credit than he believes to be collectible, nor a greater 
portion of an obligation given for the payment of rent than 
the amount which may then be actually due. 
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No person shall be authorized to deduct from his perso- 
nal property any greater portion of his liabilities as security 
for others than he believes that he is legally or equitably 
bound to pay as such security. 
Bonnflde Bona fide, debts owing by any person, company or cor- 
poration, may be deducted ,from the gross amount of credits 
and value of personal property belonging to such person, 
company or corporation ; but no acknowledgment of in- 
debtedness, not founded on actual consideration, shall be 
deemed a debt within the meaning of this act. 



PROPERTY LIABLE TO AND EXEMPT 
FROM TAXATIOIf. 



ALABAMA. 

Liable to Taxation. 



Every white male inhabitant between twenty-one and Nontax. 
forty-five years, shall pay a tax of fifty cents; every male 
free negro between twenty-one and fifty years, two dollars ; 
every female free negro between twenty-one and forty-five 
years, one dollar. 

Exemption from Taxation. 

Navigable waters within the state. Waters. 

State and county property and that of the state bank Property ot 

T , 1 J L i. .J st&l& and 

and branches. state bank. 

United States property and that of literary, scientific and otu. s. 
benevolent institutions used for purposes for which they tkins'."* ' 
were created; not exempting, however, any such property 
when invested in stocks, or employed in any other than 
the regular business of such institutions. 

Houses of religious worship and appurtenances. chnrcheB. 

Places and monuments of the dead and implements of Burial 

1-1 ^ places. 

burial. 

Agricultural and horticultural instruments, implements, ARricnitu- 
vehicles and utensils, when kept for use. Sent™.'''''' 

Property of revolutionary soldiers and their widows to Property of 
the value of one thousand dollars. soldiers 

Property of soldiers of 1812, which is exempt from exe- Property of 
cution ; also of soldiers in the Florida and Mexican wars ^°^ ^''"' 
and of their widows, which is also exempt from execution. 

All insane persons and their property to. the amount of ptthe 
one thousand dollars. 

Lands granted by Congress to aid in the construction of Lands fnr 
railroads in said state until the lands are sold or disposed 
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of by the railroad companies to whicli they have been re- 
spectively granted by tbe state. The lands thus solJ or 
disposed of are subject to taxation from the date of sale. 



ARKANSAS. 

Liable to Taxation. 

Poll tax On each free male over the age of twenty-one years and 

under sixty, a poll tax not exceeding one dollar, at the dis- 
cretion of the county court. 
Lands, &c. Tax laid on lands and improvements, except those ex- 
empted by compact between state and the government of 
the United States ; on town or city lots with improvements ; 
slaves over six and under sixty years of age ; household 
furniture belonging to any one family over two hundred 
dollars in value ; horses, asses, mules, neat cattle over two 
years of age, goods, wares and merchandise. 

Money at interest beyond the amount for which the 
same person pays interest. 

Capital employed in steamboats, ferries and toll-bridges. 

Pleasure carriages, capital in tan-yards, distilleries, manu- 
factories of gold watches and jewelry. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

Money and property belonging to schools. 

All widows who do not own any land or negro property, 
or a greater amount of personal property than five hundred 
dollars. This, however, does not exempt widows from 
paying tax on moneys loaned at interest, nor any otiier 
person from paying tax on the same species of property 



Slaves, 
furniture, 
hurses, &g. 



Money. 



Capital. 

Carriages, 
Ac. 



School 
money. 



Widows. 



Poll tax. 



CALIFORNIA. 

Liable to Taxation. 

Every male inhabitant over twenty-one and under sixty 
years (and not exempt from poll tax) shall pay a tax fur 
use of state and county, of two dollars ; provided, the same 
is paid between the first Monday in March and the first 
Monday in August; but if it is not paid prior to the first 
Monday in August, it shall be three dollars. A Federal 
war tax also tq be levied of two dollars annuallv on all 
male inhabitants of twenty-one years and upwards; Cali- 
fornia Indians excepted. 

On every male and female of the Mongolian race of the 
age of eighteen and upwards shall be levied a monthly 
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cnjiitation tnx of two dollars and fifty cents, known as the 
Cliinese police tax, except on such as take out licenses to 
work ill the mines, or prosecute some kind of business. 
All Alongolians exclusively engaged in the production and 
matiufMCture of sugar, rice, coffee and tea are exempted 
from tiiese provisions. 

All property is liable to taxation unless exempted; real ]i"XX"'^ 
property sliall include lands and all tinmovable property taxatiou. 
tlierein ; personal property shall include all property except 
real property as above defined. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All lands and lots of ground witli buildings, improve- Lands ana 
ments and structures thereon belonging to the state, or any '""• 
municipal corporation, or to any county of the state; and 
all lands belonging to the United States, or to this state ; 
and all buildings and improvements belonging to the Uni- 
ted States or to this state. 

* Court houses, jails, town halls, council chambers, houses PuWic 
occupied by fire companies, and their apparatus ; and other ai'd'^'"^^ 
public structures and edifices ; and all squares and lots sQuares. 
kept open for health or public use, or for ornament, belong- 
ing to any county, city, town or village in this state ; pub- 
lic libraries, colleges, school houses and other buildings for Lihrnries, 
the purpose of education, with their furniture, libraries and &c!"°''*' 
all otlier equipments, and the lots or lands thereto ajipur- 
tenant and used therewith so long as the same shall be used 
for that purpose; provided, that when any of the property Proviso, 
mentioned in the subdivision is private property, from 
which a rent, or other valuable consideration is received for 
its use, the same shall be taxed as other property. 

Public hospitals, asylums, poor houses, and other chari- nospitais, 
table or benevolent institutions for the relief of the indigent 
or afflicted, and the lots or lands thereto appurtenant, with 
all their furniture and equipments; all grounds and build- f^^'^^'^H^' 
ings belonging to agricultural societies, so long as the same ties, 
shall be used for that purpose only and without pecuniary 

Churches, chapels, and other buildings for religious wor- chnrches, 
ship, with their furniture and .equipments, and the lots of 
ground iippurtenant thereto and used therewith; provided 
rent is not paid for such ground, so long as the same shall 
be used for such purposes only without yielding rent. 

The buildings and lots of ground appurtenant thereto t^^o 

t f , ° ■ ^ 11 Til 1 p r maeons, &o 

and used therewith, owned and used by t!ie order ot free 
and accepted masons, the independent order of odd fellows, 
or by any benevolent or charitable society, except such 



200 



DIGEST OF TAX LAWS. 



buildings and lots of ground as are owned in connection 
with individual owners, then only to the extent owned by 
such orders or societies. 

The property of the society of California pioneers, and 
the halls and appurtenances belonging to and used exclu- 
sively, by Turn-verein associations, when not rented for 
profit 

Cemeteries and graveyards, set apart and used for the 
purpose of interring the dead. 

The property of widows and orphan children, not to 
exceed the amount of one thousand dollars to any one 
family. 

Growing crops. 

Mining claims ; provided, that all machinery used in 
mining claims, and all property and improvements appur- 
tenant to or upon mining claims, which have an independ- 
ent and separate value, shall be subject to taxation. 
Emigrants. No property belonging to any person who has arrived 
across the plains for the first time after the first day of July 
in any year, shall be assessed in the same year, unless such 
property exceed one thousand dollars in value, and in case 
it does exceed such sum, then only the excess above that 
sum shall be assessed to such person. 

Active rriembers of fire companies are exempt from poll 
tax. 



California 
piuiieers, 



Cemeteries* 



Widows, 



Crops. 

Mining 
claims. 



Fire com- 
panies. 



Poll tax. 

All pro- 
perty taxed. 



IT. S. and 
state pro- 
perty. 
County pro- 
perty, &c. 



Public 
grounds, 
Ac. 

Fire en- 
giuea, &c. 

Libraries 
and Instita- 
■^ons. 



COLORADO TERRITORY. 

Liable to Taxation. 

A poll tax of fifty cents. 

All the property in the territory taxed except that ex- 
pressly exempted. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

Property of the United States and this territory, includ- 
ing the university and school lands. 

Property of a county, township, incorporated town and 
school districts, when devoted to public use and not held 
for pecuniary profit. 

Public grounds, including all burial places. 

Fire implements and engines used for extinguishing fires 
with the grounds for their buildings and meetings of fire 
companies. 

Grounds and buildings of library, scientific, benevolent 
and religious institutions or societies, devoted solely to the 
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appropriate objects of those institutions, not exceeding 
three acres, and not leased or otherwise, used for pecuniary 
profit. 

Books, papers, furniture and apparatus of the above in- Books, &o. 
stitutions, used as above, and like property of students 
used for their education. 

Money and credits belonging exclusively to such insti- Money and 
tutions and devoted solely to sustaining them ; but not "®^''°' 
exceeding in amount or income the sum prescribed by the 
charter. 

Animals (except horses, oxen, cows and calves, mules Animals, 
and asses, sheep, swine and goats), private libraries not Fibraries, 
exceeding one hundred dollars in value, and family pictures ; ?n^tMe, 
household and kitchen furniture; beds and bedding, wear- *<:• 
ing apparel in use, wool, flax or tow to be manufactured, 
with the food provided for each family, not to exceed in all 
three hundred dollars. 

The polls or estates, or both, of persons, who, by age or poiis, &c., 
infirmity, may, in the judgment of the assessor, be unable flrm.*™' 
to contribute to the public charges ; such opinion being 
subject to reversal by the county commissioners. 



CONNECTICUT. 

Liahle to Taxation. 

The polls of all white male persons between twenty-one Pou tax. 
and seventy years, shall be set in the list for the purposes 
of taxation at three hundred dollars each, aud not as here- 
tofore at ten dollars each. 

All real and personal property not exempted, viz. : real p^i,'""' 
property, i. e., dwelling-houses, with the buildings and lots aeflnea. 
appurtenant thereto,, not exceeding two acres ; lands and 
separate lots except house lots as aforesaid ; mills, stores 
and distilleries, and buildings used for manufacturing pur- 
poses ; fisheries, whether an appendage of any farm or lot, 
block or wharf made for the purpose of fishing; quarries 
and mines, and ore beds, whether owned in fee, or in lease 
frotn the owner. 

Personal property, not expressly exempted by this act Personal 
in this state or elsewhere, shall, for purposes of taxation, Se^ta,^ 
be deemed to include moneys, credits, choses in action, 
bonds, notes, stocks (except United States stocks), goods, 
chattels or effects, or any interest therein ; all ships and 
vessels propelled by steam or wind, whether at home or 
abroad, or whether registered, enrolled or licensed in this' 
26 
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U. S., «tnt8 
and county 
property. 



Colleges, 
cbnrclitiik 
iustiiutions 

&c. 

Grave- 
yards. 

Apparel. 



Farniture. 



Tools. 



Crops and 
piuttuce. 



Fuel, &c. 

Swine and 
poultry. 

Cash. 
Libraries. 



Musical 

instru- 

muuta. 



Fire en- 
gines, &c, 

Hartford 
bospital. 

Mechanics' 
tools. 

Fishing 
apparatus. 

Stock. 
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state or elsewhere, or any interest, either legal or equitable 
tlierein. This section shall not be deemed to eiiibiaee 
money or property actually invested in the business of 
merchaudisiug or manufacturing when located out of this 
state. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

Houses and lands, with the appurtenances belonging to 
the state, or the United States ; houses and buildings with 
the appurtenances, belonging to any county, town, city or 
borough; such portions of buildings as are exclusively 
occupied as colleges, academies, schoolhouses, churches or 
public infirmaries; buildings belonging to scientific, literary, 
benevolent or ecclesiastical societies, used for those purposes; 
all lands used exclusively as graveyards. 

Real or personal estate of persons of color. 

Wearing appearl of every person and family ; not con- 
strued to include watches and jewelry, exceeding live 
dollars. 

Household furniture used and belonging to any one 
family to the value of two hundred dollars. 

Farming tools u.sed for farming upon any one farm not 
exceeding seventy-five dollars. 

Crops of a farm, including wool, butter and cheese while 
owned and held by the producer, actually grown or grow- 
ing or produced during the season next preceding the time 
of listing. 

Fuel and provisions for the use of any one family. 

Swine to the amount of fifty dollars, and poultry twenty- 
five dollars. ' 

Cash not exceeding fifty dollars. 

Private libraries and books, not exceeding fifty dollars, 
and all public libraries. 

Musical instruments used exclusively in churches, or by 
a band to any military company; and other musical instru- 
ments, not exceeding in value five dollars. 

Fire engines and other implements used for extinguish- 
ment of fires with their buildings. 

The property, real and personal, of the Hartford hospi- 
tal, used for its purposes, with the income. ' 

The tools of a mechanic, actually used by himself in his 
trade, to the value of seventy-five "dollars. 

All fishing apparatus actually used hy any one person 
or company to the amount of seventy-five dul'lars. 

The stock or property of all incorporated companies or 
communities, which, by the terms of their chartei's, or other- 
wise, is expressly exempt from taxation. 
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The stock issued by any ecclesiastical society in this state, EccieBiasti- 
to raise funds for the erection of any church edifice for the 
worship of God, or any alterations or 1-epairs of the same, 
to the actual amount of suck erection and repairs, and no 
more. 

The funds of Yale college, invested by its corporation of ^m^s of 
the president and fellows, and held by them for its use, ^^°° *^° 
together with the income thereof, provided, the said corpo- 
ration shall never hold in this state, real estate free from 
taxation affording an annual income of more than six thou- 
sand dollars, and provided also, that tbe private property 
of the officers of the institution shall not be exempt from 
taxation. 

Whenever any ecclesiastical or other public or charitable Exception, 
institution conveys any real estate from which said estate, 
society or institution do not receive an annual income or 
rent, or where the conveyance is intended to be perpetual, 
said real estate so conveyed shall not be exempt from taxa- 
tion. 

The polls of students in colleges and incorporated- S^mptei 
academies ; also the polls of such firemen exempted by 
charter of any city or borough or act of incorporation of 
any fire company ; and the polls of all field and staff offi- 
cers who shall dress in uniform, arm and equip themselves 
according to law, and who shall have performed military 
duty the year next preceding, as by law required ; and the 
polls of the officers, musicians and privates of militia com- 
panies are exempt during the time of their being liable by 
law to do duty in their respective, companies ; provided, Proviso. 
that each person liable to do military duty as aforesaid, 
claiming such exemption, shall, at a stated time, annually 
produce a certificate from the commanding officer of the 
company to which he belongs, that he is equipped accord- 
ing to law, and dressed in uniform, and has performed 
military duty according to law during the year preceding, 
or prevented from doing the same by sickness, bodily in- 
firmity or other reasonable cause. 

Every officer and member of any company, who shall ^^j^^^j 
have done full duty in any year at the two parades pre- of tax. 
scribed by law, or shall have paid his fines for non-perform- 
ance of such duty, shall have abated by the collector of the 
state and town taxes, his state and town taxes, if the same 
do not exceed four dollars, and if they do, then_ the sum 
of four dollars shall be deducted therefrom; and if he shall 
have done duty at only one of said parades, he shall in 
like manner have allowed and abated the sum of two dol- 
lars, provided his taxes shall amount to that sum. Such 
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abatement shall only be made from the tax accruing and 
payable during the year when such duty shall have been 
performed. He shall also, in like manner have his poll 
tax abated for the time being. 



FoU tax. 



All pro- 
perty. 



Property of 
Btate, U. S., 
coimty, &c. 



Family pro- 
visions, &c. 



Fumltnre, 



Goods, 
vessels. 



DELAWARE. 

Liable to Taxation. 

Every freeman above twenty-one years shall be rated, 
in addition to his assessment, a poll tax, for a capital not 
exceeding twenty-seven hundred dollars, nor less than one 
hundred and forty dollars. All real and personal property 
not below exempted. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All real and personal property belonging to the state or 
the United States, or any county, church, religious society, 
college or school, or corporation, for charitable uses. 

Also provisions necessary for the use and consumption 
of the owner and family for the year (not including live 
stock), farming utensils, working tools of mechanics or 
manufacturers constantly employed in their business, imple- 
ments of a person's trade or profession, stock on hand of a 
manufacturer or tradesman, household furniture other than 
plate, grain and other produce of land, wearing apparel, 
ready money, bonds and other securities for money, goods, 
wares and merchandise^ imported, and vessels trading from 
any port of this state. , 



FLORIDA. 

Liable to Taxation. 



Capitation 
tax. 



Every free, white, male inhabitant above twenty-one and 
under fifty, except as below exempted, shaU pay a yearly 
capitation tax of fifty cents. 
Beai estate. ^^n real estate, comprising lands and improvements, 
buildings and manufactories and mills of all kinds, dis- 
tilleries, furnaces, machinery, tan yards, ferries, toll-bridges 
and wharves ; all slaves, all bank and other corporate stock ; 
all money at interest or in possession ; all notes and obliga- 
tions of whatever character; all capital employed in trade 
by merchants and traders of every description ; all capital 
invested in steam ships, steamboats, sail vessels, lighters 
and barges ; all pleasure carriages, stage-coaches, wagons, 



Slaves, 
stock, 
money, &c. 
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carts and drays ; all horses, asses, mules, neat cattle, swine 

and sheep; all houseliold furniture, including gold and Ji^^^Sfc^- 

silver plate, and musical instruments and all watches. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

Property, real and personal, of any religious denomina- property of 
tion, or institution for charitable purposes, or public schools tJoni'"' 
for education of youths, or lands belonging to the United schools of 
States, or on any building or improvements, by lease or 
.otherwise, within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

All white men over fifty years and those so crippled, Exemp- 
maimed or deformed as not to get their living by manual capitation 
labor ; all idiotic or insane persons, and all ordained min- **^- 
isters of the gospel, actually engaged in the ministry, are 
exempt from the payment of the capitation tax. 

No tax shall be imposed on incomes of public inspectors incomes, 
and weighers, pilots, physicians and lawyers, and no special 
tax on inn-keepers. No specific or license tax on dentists, No special 
daguerreian artists, or other persons citizens of this state tax'on,"&c. 
and who otherwise pay taxes therein. The tax on auction, 
sales, bank agencies, hawkers, peddlers and itinerant tra- 
ders, retailers of spirituous liquors, on free negroes and 
mulattoes, and cattle of non-residents, shall continue. 



GEOHGIA. 

Liahh to Taxation. 

Every male citizen, between twenty -one and sixty years, Poii tax. 
annually, twenty-five cents. 

Every practitioner of law, physic, dentistry, and daguer- Lawyers, 
reian artists, five dollars. 

Every free negro or free person of color, between eighteen Negroes, 
and fifty years, annually, five dollars. 

Each negro or person of color, nominally a slave, held 
by any person by a real or pretended bargain and sale, one 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

All owners or hirers of slaves, who permit said slaves to slaves. 
hire their time, shall pay a tax of one hundred dollars, on 
each slave so hiring. 

All real and personal estate, whether owned by indi- Estate, 
viduals or corporations, resident or non-resident, liable, 
except as below exempted. 
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state and 
XT. S, lands. 

Colleges, 
&c. 

Churches, 
school 
houses, 
court 

houses, &c. 
Books, &c. 

Poor 
houses, &C. 



libraries. 
Stocks. 
Tools. 
Furniture. 



Crops, fire- 
arms, &c. 



Uxemptions from Taxation. 

All lands of this state or of the United States ; every 
building erected for the use of and used by a college, in- 
corporated academy or other seminary of learning ; every 
building for public worship ; every school house, court 
house and jail ; and the several lots where such buildings 
are situated, and all the furniture of each ; all books and 
philosophical apparatus, not held as merchandise, and for 
the purpose of sale ; every poor house, alms house, house 
of industry, and any house of any charitable institution, . 
and its real and personal estate or connected with same ; the 
real and personal estate of any public library and other 
literary associations ; all stocks of the state, and of literary 
and charitable institutions ; also, all plantation and mechani- 
cal tools ; all household and kitchen furniture, not above 
the value of three hundred dollars, not held for sale, and 
as merchandise ; all libraries ; all poultry ; and two hundred 
dollars' value of other property of each tax-payer, and also 
the annual crops and provisions of the citizens of this state ; 
and all firearms and other instruments; and all munitions 
of war, not held as merchandise; and all wearing apparel 
of the tax-payer and family ; and the holder or owner of 
stock in any incorporated company, liable to taxation on 
its capital shall not be taxed as an individual for such 
stock. 



Poll tax. 



ILLINOIS. 

Liable to Taxation. 



The general assembly may, when necessary, cause to be 
collected from all able-bodied free white male inhabitants 
over twenty-one and under sixty, who are entitled to the 
right of suffrage, a capitation tax of not less than fifty cents, 
nor more than one dollar each. 
All pro- All property, whether real or personal ; all moneys, 

mJue'ys.&c. Credits, investments in bonds; stocks, joint stock companies; 
or otherwise of persons residing in this state or used or 
controlled by persons residing therein; property of corpo- 
rations now existing or hereafter created, and property of 
all banks and banking companies now existing or hereafter 
created ; and of all bankers and brokers, except such pro- 
perty as is expressly exempted, shall be subject to taxation, 
Tobeiisted and such property, money, credits, investments in bonds, 
stocks, joint stock companies or otherwise, or value thereof 
shall be entered on list of taxable property for that purpose 
in the manner prescribed in this act. 



Incorpora- 
ted pro- 
perty. 
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Property held under a lease for a term exceeding ten what 
years, belonging to tbe state, or to any religious, scientific inllvfdaai 
or benevolent society or institution, wlietber incoi'porated ^omxatioi. 
or unincorporated, and school and ministerial lands shall 
be considered for all purposes of taxation, as tbe property 
of the person so holding the same, and shall be listed as 
such by such person or his agent as in other cases. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All lands donated for school purposes and not sold or school 
leased. All public school houses and houses used exclu- schoo'i 
sively for public worship, the books and furniture therein, churches, 
and the grounds attached to such buildings necessary for &«■ 
the proper occupanc}', use and enjoyment of tbe same, and 
not leased or otlierwise used with a view to profit. All 
colleges, academies, all endowmenls made for their support, 2^°"'^"' 
all buildings connected with the same and all lands con- 
nected with institutions of learning, not used with a view 
to profit This provision shall not extend to leasehold Exception, 
estates of real property held under the authority of any 
college or university of learning. 

All lands used exclusively as graveyards, or grounds orave- 
for burying the dead. ^""^ 

All government lands belonging to the United States, TJ.s.and 
and all property, whether real or personal, belonging to penyS 
this state, and all tlie swamp and overflowed lands belong- "-^^^^^ 
ing to the several counties of tiiis state, so long as the '""'is- 
same may remain unsold by sucli counties. 

All buildings belonging to counties used for holding connty 
courts, for jails, or for county offices, with the ground on ''"'''''"ss- 
which .^uch biiildings are erected, not exceeding, in any 
county, ten acres. 

All' lands, houses, and other buildings belonging to any poor 
county, town or city, used exclusively for the accommoda- ii""»<=s. Mo- 
tion or support of the poor. 

All buildings, with their furniture, belonging to institu- charitable 
tions of purely public charity, with the lands actually tioue."' 
occupied by them, not leased or otherwise used with a 
view to profit; and all moneys and ci-ed its appropriated 
solely to sustaining, and belonging exclusively to such 
institutions. 

All fire engines and other implements used for the ^- Fireen- 
tinguishment of fires, with the building used exclusively 2'"^^- 
for°the safe keeping thereof, and for the meetings of fire 
companies, whether belonging to any town, or to any fire 
company organized therein. 
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Market 
hoQdes, 
public 
squares, &c 

Water 
works. 

Personal 
credits. 



Invest- 
ments in 
bonds and 
joint stuck 
companies. 



Partner- 
Bhips. 



All market houses, public squares, or other public 
grounds used exclusively for public purposes; and all 
works, machinery and fixtures belonging exclusively to 
any town or city, and used exclusively for conveying water 
to such town or city. 

No person shall be required to list a greater portion of 
any credits than he believes will be received or can be col- 
lected ; nor any greater portion of any obligation given to 
secure the payment of rent, than the amount that shall have 
accrued on the lease, and shall remain unpaid at the time 
of such listing. No person shall be required to include in 
his statement, as a part of the personal property, moneys, 
credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint stock companies 
or otherwise, which he is required to list, any share or por- 
tion of the capital stock or property of any company or 
corporation which is required to list or return its capital 
and property for taxation in this state, nor shall any part- 
ner be required to list or return any property, liability, or 
supposed balance of said partnership due him, the property, 
eifects and credits of said partnership being listed by any 
other partner. 



Poll tax. 



INDIANA. 

Liable to Taxation. 



A poll tax shall be assessed on every male inhabitant 
between twenty-one and fifty years. 
All estate. All property, real and personal, shall be liable to taxa- 
tion, subject to exemptions hereinafter expressed. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

The real and personal property of the United States and 
of this state. 

Every school house, court house, market house, poor 
house and jail, and the land whereon such buildings are 
situate, and all county lands and buildings set apart for 
county purposes. 

All fire engines, hose, hooks, ladders and other apparatus 
for the extinguishment of fires, and all fire engine houses, 
with the land on which the same are situated, and all pow- 
der magazines, with the land on which they are situated, 
belonging to or owned by any incorporated town or city in 
this state, and held by such town or city for the use, bene- 
fit, safety or convenience of the public. 



V. B. and 
state pro- 
perty. 
School and 
court 
houses, &c. 



Fire en- 
gines, &c. 



Powder 
magazines. 
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Every building erected for religious worship and the chmciieB. 
pews and furniture within the same, and the lands whereon 
such building is situate, not exceeding ten acres ; also every Cemeteries, 
cemetery. 

Every building erected for the use of any literary, be- institu- 
nevolent, charitable or scientific institutions, by any indi- '°°^* 
vidual or individuals, association or corporation, or erected \ 

for the same purpose by any town, township or county, 
and tract of land on which such building is situate, not 
exceeding twenty acres ; also the personal property of any 
institution, town, township, city or county, and connected 
with or set apart for any of the purposes aforesaid. 

All lands granted for the use of common schools so long school 
as the same shall remain unsold. 

The personal property and real estate of every manual mamiai^"' 
labor school or college incorporated within the state, when la^^ 
used or occupied for the purpose for which it was incor- 
porated. 

IOWA. 

Liahh to Taxation. 

For ordinary county revenue, a poll tax of fifty cents, ^°^ ^'^ 
except from persons who by reason of age or infirmity 
may, in the judgment of the assessor, be unable to contri- 
bute to the public revenue, such opinion being subject to 
reversal by the board of supervisors. 

All property, real and personal, within the state, not ^JjP^^^y 
exempted, is subject to taxation, and is intended to embrace andp'er- 
lands and lots in towns, including lands bought from the 
United States and this state, and whether bought on credit 
or otherwise. Ferry franchises and toll bridges, which, for ll^fy^^^^ 
the purposes of this act, are considered as real property. ana ton 

Annuities, but not including pensions from the United ""'^^es 
States or any state, nor salaries or payments expected for 
services to be rendered. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

The property of the United States and of this state, in- JJ^^^™* 
eluding the university, agricultural college, and school perty. 
lands ; and including all property leased to the state, dur- 
ing the existence of said lease ; the property of a county, 
town or school district, when devoted to public use, and 
not held for pecuniary profit. Public grounds by whom- P-^wic^^^^ 
soever devoted to the public, includmg all places tor the Burial 
bunal of the dead. 
27 
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Tire en- 
gines. 



Gronnds of 
Institu- 
tions, 



Books. 
Money. 
Animals. 

Farm pro- 
duce, li- 
braries, 
furniture, 



Infirm 
persons. 



Mutual 

inaiffance 

companies. 



Farming 
utensils 
and tools. 

Govern- 
ment lauds, 
&c. 



Fire engines and implements used for extinguishing fires, 
■witii the grounds used exclusively for their buildings, and 
for meetings of the fire companies. 

All grounds and buildings of literary and scientific in- 
stitutions, as well as benevolent, agricultural and religious, 
not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, and not leased 
or otherwise used for pecuniary profit. 

Books, papers, and apparatus belonging to above. 

Money and credits belonging to above. 

Animals other than horses, cattle mules, asses, sheep and 
swine ; wool from sheep of persons giving list ; farm pre 
duce harvested for one year previous to listing; private 
libraries not exceeding one hundred dollars in value ; 
family pictures ; libraries of clergymen ; kitchen furniture 
of each family ; beds and bedding requisite for each family ; 
one bed and bedding for each single person not a member 
of another family; apparel of every family and person 
actually used for wearing, and all food provided for each 
family ; but no person from whom a compensation for board 
or lodging is received or expected, is to be considered a 
member of a family within the intent of this clause. 

The polls or estates, or both, of persons who, by reason 
of age or infirmity, may, in the judgment of the assessor, 
be unable to contribute to the public revenue, such opinion 
being subject to reversal by the board of supervisors. 

Mutual insurance companies incorporated under the laws 
of Iowa, and when the principal ofiice of doing business is 
located in this state. 

Farming untensils of any person who lives by farming, 
and tools of any mechanic, not in either case to exceed one 
hundred dollars. 

Government lands entered or located, or lands purchased 
from this state, shall not be taxed for the year in which 
the entry, location, or purchase is made. 



Foil taz. 



All pro- 
perty, real 
and person- 
al, moneys, 
credits, &c. 



KANSAS. 

Liable to Taxation. 

Every white male person between twenty-one and fifty 
years, shall pay a poll tax of fifty cents. 

All property, real and personal, all moneys, credits, in- 
vestments in bonds, stocks, joint stock companies or other- 
wise, the property of corporations, now existing or hereafter 
created, and*!;he property of all banks or banking companies 
now existmg or hereafter created, and of all bankers. 
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Real property shall, for the purposes of taxation, be con- Eeai pro- 
strued to include all lands, excluding the crops and all Snelfo? 
improvements on lands not exceeding in value five hundred t"**'™- 
dollars. ; provided, that no more than five hundred dollars' Proviso, 
■worth of improvements shall be exempted for any one per- 
son ; provided; further, that the above shall not be construed 
to prohibit any city or municipal corporation in this state 
from levying and collecting taxes for city purposes upon 
improvements valued under five hundred dollars. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All property, real and personal, of the United States and ^"i^'^J?^ 
this state. All public or corporate property of the several comity, &c.' 
counties, cities, villages, towns and school districts in this 
state, used or intended for corporate purposes, except land 
bid off for counties at tax sale. 

All mines, minerals and quarries in and under the land. Mines, &c. 

The personal property of all literary, benevolent, chari- ipstitu- 
table and scientific institutions incorporated in this state ; 
and such real estate of such institutions as are used and 
occupied by them for the purpose for which they were 
incorporated. 

All houses of public worship and lots on which they are oiprciieB, 
situated, and the pews, slips and furniture ; every parson- 
age ; all burying grounds, to3ibs and rights of burial ; but Exception, 
any part of any building, being a house of public worship, 
which shall be occupied and used as a store or shop, or for 
any other purpose than for public worship or schools, shall 
be taxed upon the cash valuation thereof the same as per- 
sonal property, to the owner or occupant; and the taxes 
thereon shall be collected in the same manner as the taxes 
on personal property. 

All public libraries and real and personal property Libraries, 
belonging to or connected with the same. 

All personal property to the value of two hundred dol- 
lars. 

Two horses or two yoke of cattle, or one of each, two Animals, 
cows, ten sheep, ten hOgs, and live stock to the value of 
one hundred dollars. 

All wagons and harnesses used for teaming ;, all mechanics' 3?^c. 
tools and agricultural implements. 
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All estate 
ftnd iute- 
rest. 



OhnrclieB. 



tr. S. diis- 
tom houses, 
post offices, 
Ssc. Semi- 
nary libra- 
ries, &c. 
Church fur- 
niture, &c. 



KENTUCKY. 

Liable to Taxation. 

All estate, real and personal, and all interest in such 
estate, named in the tax book, shall be assessed for tax- 
ation. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

Houses of public worship, and lands for devotional pur- 
poses to the extent of five acres ; land where a seminary 
of learning is erected and owned by the seminary, the 
whole tract held fiducially or individually, though it exceed 
five acres ; but where the Jand on which it is erected is not 
owned by itself, then exempt only to the extent of five 
acres. 

Any custom house, post office building, court room or 
other necessary ofiices or hospitals built or owned by the 
United States, including the grounds where built; and all 
libraries, and philosophical apparatus owned by any semi- 
nary of learning; and all church furniture and books for 
the object and uses of religious worship ; chartered ceme- 
teries ; the growing crop on land listed for taxation ; arti- 
cles manufactured in the family for family use; all the 
poultry raised for family us^ and the provisions on hand 
for the same use. 



Poll tax. 



LOUISIANA. 

Liable to Taxation. 



Lands, &c 



Every free, white, male inhabitant over twenty -one years, 
not attached to the army or navy of the United States, the 
sum of one dollar, to be appropriated exclusively to the 
support of free public schools in the parishes in which the 
same is paid. 

AH lands and lots of ground within this state, owned or 
claimed by any person or corporation, whether patented or 
not, including in the assessment thereof the value of all 
houses, fixtures and improvements of every kind or value 
thereon, or affixed thereto; all machinery, neat cattle, 
horses and mules, when attached to, and used on, a planta- 
tion or farm. 

All slaves for life, or term of years, in this state. 
Horses, &c. All horses, mares, geldings, mules, jacks, jenneys, and 
neat cattle, when not attached and used on plantations or 
farms, and assessed in the value thereof. 



Slaves. 
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All -carriages or vehicles, whether with two or four carriages, 
wheels, kept for pleasure, use, or hire. *"" 

Shares of stock or interest in steamboats, ships, brigs, shares of 
schooners, and all other water-craft, whether at home or IfeamboatB 
abroad. &o. 

All money loaned on interest. Money at 

All capital invested or employed each year in traf&c, capital in- 
trade, merchandise, or any kind of commerce. tafflc^&o 

The capital stock of all banks or corporations doing busi- capital 
ness in this state, not expressly exempted from taxation by ££"' 
their charters, granted by this state. 

The property, of whatever kind, of all corporations, over Corpora- 
and above their capital stock, and all money and funds held pen/over 
by any such corporation of this state and used in trade or gfPJt^'j^c 
commerce, for the benefit of such persons or corporations. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All lands and lots of ground, with their buildings, im- u. s. and 
provements and structures thereon, and all other property pel-ty.^"^ 
belonging to the United States, to this state, or any parish 
in this state. 

Town halls, council chambers, market houses, and all TownhaUs, 
other public structures and edifices, and all public squares 
and lots kept open for health, use or ornament, belonging 
to any city, town or village in this state. 

Colleges, school houses, and other buildings for the pur- Colleges, \ 
pose of education, and their furniture, apparatus, and all 
equipments, and the lots thereto appurtenant and used 
therewith, so long as the same shall be used for that pur- 
pose only. 

Public hospitals, asylums, poor houses, and all other PuWic 
charitable institutions, for the relief of indigent and afflicted asySins,'' 
persons, and the lots appurtenant thereto, with all their **• 
furniture and equipments so long as the same shall be used 
for that purpose. 

Churches, chapels, and other public buildings for reli- ^urchea, 
gious worship, with their furniture and equipments, and 
the lots of ground thereto appurtenant and used therewith, 
so long as the same shall be used for that purpose only. 

Cemeteries and graveyards set apart and used for the cemeteries, 
purpose of interring the dead. 

The capital stock of all literary institutions and library capital 

• 1- J 1,1 ■ 1 . stock of 

associations and public lyceums. literary 

All mechanics' tools, implements of husbandry, fire-arms, {"o*""^^ 
wearing apparel, private library and furniture. Mechanics' 
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Poll tax. 



AH real and 

personal 

property. 



Seflnitlon 
of real 
estate for 
purposes of 
taxation. 



Definition 
of personal 
property, 
for ditto. 



Townships, 
timber, &e. 



U. S. and 
state pro- 
perty. 



Academies, 
colleges, 
tuildlngs, 
&c. 

Benevolent, 
scientific 
institu- 
tions, &c. 
Household 
furniture, 



MAINE. 

Liable to Taxation. 

A poll tax shall be assessed upon every male inhabitant 
above twenty-one, whether a citizen of the United States 
or an alien, unless exempted by the provisions of this 
chapter. 

AH real property within the state and all personal pro- 
perty of the inhabitants of the state, and all personal pro- 
perty hereinafter specified of persons not inhabitants of the 
state shall be taxed as herein provided. 

Eeal estate, for purposes of taxation, shall include all 
lands in this state, and all buildings and other things erec- 
ted on or affixed to the same ; real estate of literary insti- 
tutions not exempted by the articles of separation, except 
buildings for colleges and academies, and the lots on which 
they stand ; interest and improvements in land the fee of 
which is in the state ; and interest by contract or otherwise 
in land exempted from taxation. 

Personal estate for purposes of taxation shall include all 
goods, chattels, moneys and effects, wheresoever they are ; 
all ships and vessels at home or abroad ; all obligations for 
money or other property ; all money at interest and debts 
due persons to be taxed more than they are owing ; all 
public stocks and securities ; all shares in moneyed, rail- 
road and other corporations within and without the state ; 
all annuities payable to the person taxed ; when the capital 
of such annuity is not taxed in this state ; and all other 
property included in the last preceding state valuation for 
purposes of taxation. 

All townships and tracts of land, the fee of which has 
passed from the state since 1850, and all interest in timber 
on any of the public lands derived by permits granted by 
Massa'chusetts. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

Property of the United States and this state. 

Eeal and personal property of literary institutions which 
by the articles of separation are exempt from taxation ; the 
academy and college buildings and personal property of 
all literary institutions; and real and personal property 
of all benevolent, charitable and scientific institutions incor- 
porated by this state. 

The household furniture of each person not exceeding 
two hundred dollars to any one family ; his wearing ap- 
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pare], farming utensils, mechanics' tools necessary for his -wearinB 
business, and musical instruments not exceeding fifteen "pp*"^* < *°- 
dollars to any one family. 

All houses of religious worship and pews and furniture Houses of 
within . the same (except for parochial purposes); and all worlhift 
tombs and rights of burial ; also, all property held by any '^''• 
religious society as a ministerial fund or as a parsonage. 

All mules, horses, sheep, swine and neat cattle, less than mbIos, 
six months old. ^ shelp^o. 

The polls and estates of all Indians; and the polls of Poiiana 
persons under guardianship. indian\°&c. 

The polls and estates of all persons who, by reason of or infirm 
age, infirmity and poverty are, in the judgment of the ^1.™"^' 
assessors, unable to contribute towards the public charges. 

The polls and estates of inhabitants of islands, on which P'''?''^''' 
there are no highways, may be exempted from the high- islands, &c. 
way tax at the discretion of the town to which they belong. 



MAEYLAND. 

Liable to Taxation. 

All real and personal property ; all chattels, real and ^^J./„^^^f" ^ 
personal; all goods, wares and merchandise, and other property, 
stock in trade at home, and not permanently located else- goods, ' 
where ; the interest and proportion in all ships and other -^^terest in 
vessels, whether in or out of port, owned by residents of l^^^^' 
this state; all debts secured by or due on judgment, decree, stocks, &o. 
mortgage, bond, bill of exchange, promissory note from 
solvent debtors (except debts due for goods sold and deliv- 
ered and bank notes) ; all stocks or shares owned by resi- 
dents in any bank, institution or company incorporated in 
another state or territory ; all debts due to residents by 
solvent debtors out of the state (except for debts due for 
goods sold and delivered) ; all investments in securities or 
stocks of other states made or held by residents ; all public 
loans and stocks (except those created or issued by the 
United States) ; owned or held by residents ; all stocks or 
shares in any bank, institution or company incorporated 
by this state ; and all other property of every description 
whatever. 

JExemptions from Taxation. 

■ The provisions of above shall not apply to property of U-^|™„^. 
the United States or of this state, or any county or city, or p^^J-'^ J"- 
to any incorporated, literary or charitable institution; ^stitutions 
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schools, 

churches, 

burying 

grounds, 

&c. 



Grounds of 
incorpora- 
ted institu- 
tions, not 
more thou 
40 acres, 
with the 
buildings, 
&c. 



county schools, houses for public worship, burying grounds, 
crops and produce of land in hands of the producer or his 
agent ; provisions for use and consumption of the person 
to whom the same shall belong and his family ; plantation 
utensils; working tools of mechanics and manufacturers, 
moved or worked by hand, and produce of their respective 
occupations while in their possession, or that of their agents ; 
wearing apparel, fish at the time fishermen may be employed 
in catching, salting and packing the same, or remain in 
their possession or agents unsold ; household manufactures, 
judgments, bonds, mortgages, promissory notes or other 
securities of any bank or other incorporated institution, the 
capital stock whereof is subject to taxation ; ' nor to any 
goods, wares, merchandise or other property of persons not 
residents in lands of factors for sale. 

All grounds and premises owned, used and occupied by 
incorporated, literary and charitable institutions not more 
than forty acres with the building; and all scientific instru- 
ments, libraries, furniture and chattels owned and used in 
and about such institution, and stocks and securities held 
by them or for their use shall be exempt from all taxation 
for state or local purposes ; provided, the whole value shall 
not exceed fifteen thousand dollars, and tliat all other pro- 
perty of such other institutions shall be liable to assessment 
and tax. 

No person not assessed to the sum of fifty dollars, at 
least, shall pay any tax. 



Poll tax. 



Heal estate 
for purpo- 
ses of 
taxation. 

Personal 
estate for 
ditto. 



MASSACHUSETTS. 

Liable to Taxation. 

A poll tax shall be assessed on every male inhabitant 
above twenty years, whether a citizen of the United States 
or an alien, not to exceed two dollars in any one year ex- 
cept highway taxes separately assessed. 

All property, real and personal, not specially exempt by 
law, shall be subject to taxation. 

Eeal estate for purposes of taxation shall include all 
lands in the state, and buildings and other things erected 
on or affixed to the same. 

Personal estate shall, for purposes of taxation, include 
goods, chattels, money and effects, wherever they are; ships 
and vessels at home or abroad; money at interest, and 
other debts due the persons to be taxed more than they 
are indebted or pay interest for ; public stocks and securi- 
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ties; stocks in turiipikes, bridges and moneyed corporations, 
in or out of the state ; the income from an annuity, and so 
much of the income from a profession, trade or employment 
as exceeds six hundred dollars a year ; but no income shall 
be taxed derived from property subject to taxation. 

Exemptions from. Taxation. 

Property of the United States and property of the com- Property of 
monwealth, except real estate of which it is in possession, ^afe.*"^ 
under mortgage for condition broken. 

Personal property of literary, benevolent, charitable an^l ^f^^^^f^ 
scientific institutions, incorporated within this common- mstitu- 
wealth, and the real estate of such institutions occupied by '™'' '^' ' 
them or their officers for the purpose for which they were 
incorporated. 

Property of common school districts, the income of which of common 
is devoted to purposes of education. tricts. 

The Bunker Hill monument. Monument. 

The household furniture of every person not exceeding Household 
one thousand dollars in value, his wearing apparel, farming i™""^' 
utensils and mechanics' tools for carrying on his business. 

Houses of religious worship and pews and furniture, churches, 
(except for parochial purposes) ; but portions of such *'^- 
houses appropriated for purposes other than religious wor- 
ship, shall be taxed at the value thereof to the owners of 
the houses. 

Cemeteries, tombs and rights of burial, so long as the Cemeteries, 
same shall be dedicated for the burial of the dead. ' ^ 

The estate, both real and personal, of incorporated agri- f|J?c'^jt°4ai 
cultural societies. society. 

Property to the amount of five hundred dollars of a Property of 
widow or unmarried female, and of any female minor whose $50™™ 
father is deceased, if her whole estate, real and personal, 
not otherwise exempted from taxation, does not exceed one 
thousand dollars. 

Mules, horses and neat cattle less than one year old, and ^^3^^^ ^^_ 
swine and sheep less than six months old. 

Polls and estates of Indians. 

The polls and^any portion of the estates of persons, who, Poiisofthe 
by age, infirmity and poverty, are, in the judgment of the y^™'*<=- 
assessors, unable to contribute fully towards the public 
charges. 

28 
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Keal estate 
for purpo- 
ses of 
taxation. 

Personal 
estate for 
ditto. 



Household 
furniture. 



Spinning 
wneels, &c. 



Arms and 
accoutre- 
znente, &c. 



Library and 
Bchool 
books, &c. 



Sheep, 

C0W6, 

swine, pro- 
Tisiona, &c. 



V. S. and 

fitate pro- 
perty. 
Public or 
corporate 
property. 



MICHIGAN. 

Liable to Taxation. 

All property, real and personal, not expressly exempt, 
shall be subject to taxation. 

Eeal estate shall, for purposes of taxation, be construed 
to include all lands within the state, and all buildings and 
fixtures thereon, except where otherwise provided by law. 

Personal estate shall, for purposes of taxation, be con- 
strued to include all goods, chattels, moneys, credits, and 
effects, wheresoever they may be; all ships, boats and 
vessels of inhabitants of this state, whether at home or 
abroad, and all capital invested therein ; all moneys at in- 
terest, either within or without this state, due the person to 
be taxed more than he pays interest for, and all other debts 
due such persons more than their indebtedness; all public 
stock and securities ; all stock in turnpikes, railroads, canals 
and other corporations out of the state, owned by inhabi- 
tants of this .state, all personal estate of moneyed corpora- 
tions, whether the owner thereof reside in or out of this 
state, and the income of any annuity, unless the capital of 
such annuity be taxed within this state. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

Household furniture, including stoves, put up and kept 
for use in any dwelling house, not exceeding in value two 
hundred dollars. 

All spinning wheels and weaving looms, and apparatus 
not exceeding fifty dollars. 

All arms and accoutrements required by law to be kept 
by any person ; all wearing apparel of every person or 
family. 

The library and school books of every individual and 
family, not exceeding in value one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars, and all family pictures. 

To each householder ten sheep with their fleeces, and 
yarn and cloth manufactured from the same; two cows; 
five swine, and provisions and fuel for the comfortable sub- 
sistence of such householder and family for six months. 

All property of the United States and this state, except 
lands bid off for state at tax sales, except as provided. 

All public or corporate property of the several counties, 
cities, villages, townships, and school districts, in this state, 
used or intended for corporate purposes. 
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Personal property of all library, benevolent, charitable ^^^J'"^?' 
and scientific institutions, incorporated witbin this state; fnsStu-^" 
and such real estate belonging to or leased by such insti- *'''°'' *°- 
tutions as shall actually be occupied by them for the pur- 
pose for which they were incorporated. 

Houses of public worship with the pews or slips and ^™«iies, 
furniture therein, also the laud on which such houses stand 
as far as occupied by such houses, and for. no other pur- 
poses, and rights of burial and tombs while in use as 
repositories of the dead. 

The personal estates of persons who by reason of, in- eBta'te''oniie 
firmity, age and poverty, may, in the opinion of the super- inflrm, &c. 
visor, be unable to contribute towards the public charges. 



MINNESOTA. 

Liable to Taxation. 

Every white male inhabitant or legal voter above twenty- ^ow tax. 
one years, except soldiers in the United States service, shall 
be liable to a poll tax of one dollar each. No one shall 
pay the tax in more than one town,' and no one shall be 
liable to tax, who has removed into this state after the 1st 
of August, 1862. 

All real and personal property not expressly exempted. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All public school houses and houses used exclusively for J'nUic 
public worship, the books and furniture therein, and houses, 
grounds attached to such buildings necessary for the proper ^^■^'^''^S' 
occupancy, use and enjoyment of the same, and not leased 
or otherwise with a view to profit. 

All lands held by school district for common school pur- 
poses while held according to school act of March 6, 1862. 

All public colleges, public academies, all buildings con- colleges, 
nected with same and all lands connected with public insti- ^^_^^°''*'' 
tutions of learning not used with a view to profit. This 
provision shall not extend to leasehold estates of real pro- 
perty held under the authority of any college or university 
of learning in this state. 

All lands used exclusively as graveyards or grounds for ^^^7^. 
burying the dead, except such as are held by any person ^" ' 
or persons, company or corporation with a view to profit, 
or for speculation in the sale thereof 

All property real and personal of this state or the Uni- u. s. ana 
ted States. perfy^ 
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County 
buildings. 



Lands, &c, 
for support 
of poor. 



Buildings 
of charita- 
ble iii.i.Lii- 
tioas, u;c 



Fire en- 
gines, &c. 



Market 
houses, &c. 



Property 
not above 
$100. 



To list only 
portions of 
credits that 
are collecti- 
ble. 



No indi- 
vidual stock 
of company 
that lists its 
property. 



All buildings of counties used for courts, for jails, for 
county offices with the ground not exceeding in any county 
ten acres, on which such buildings are erected. 

All lands, houses and other buildings belonging to any 
county, township or town used exclusively for the accom- 
modation or support of the' poor. 

All buildings belonging to institutions of purely public 
charity, with the lands actually occupied by such institu- 
tions, not leased or otherwise used with a view to profit, 
and all moneys and credits appropriated solely to sustain- 
ing and belonging exclusively to such institutions, and all 
lan'ds owned and occupied by agricultural societies not leased 
or used with a view to profit, not exceeding three hundred 
and twenty acres. 

All fire engines and other implements used for the ex- 
tinguishment of fires, with the buildings used exclusively 
for the safe keeping thereof and for the meeting of fire 
companies, whether belonging to any town or to any fire 
company organized therein. 

All market houses, public squares or other public 
grounds, town or township houses or halls uised exclusively 
for public purposes, and all works, machinery or fixtures 
belonging to any town and used exclusively for conveying 
water to such towns. 

Individual personal property actually owned, not exceed- 
ing one hundred dollars in value ; no person shall be 
required to list a greater portiou of any credits than he 
believes will be received or can be collected, nor any greater 
portion of any obligation given to secure the paj^ment of 
rent, than the amount of rent that shall have accrued on 
the lease and shall remain unpaid at the time of such list- 
ing; no person shall be required to include in his statement 
as a part of the personal property, moneys, credits, invest- 
ment in bonds, stocks, joint stock companies or otherwise, 
which he is required to list, any share or portion of the 
capital stock or property of any company or corporation 
which is requin-d to list or return its capital and property 
for taxation to the state. 



Poll tax. 



MISSISSIPPI. 

Liable to Taxation. 

A poll tax of forty cents on each free white male person 
between twenty-one and fifty years; of one dollar on every 
free colored male person iDetween twenty-one and fifty 
years and forty cents on each slave under sixty years. 



on officer or 
private. 
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All property liable but what is below exempted. • 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

Cemeteries usued for burial purposes ; property, real or Cemeteries; 
personal of the United States, or this state, or any county, ^^fj^d ^ 
incorporated town or city within the same ; or any religious^^'f •. 
society or incorporated institution for the education of sodftfe"! 
youth, used exclusively for the benefit and support of such fo?educa-°'' 
society or institution, or held and occupied by trustees of tionof 
schools and school lands of the respective townships for the ''"" 
use of public schools ; or property appropriated to, and 
occupied, and used for, any court house, jail, house of cor- conrt 
rection, poor house, hospital or charitable institution. jaiis, <^c. 

No poll tax shall be imposed on any ofl&cer or private of Nopoutax 
the army or navy of the United States ; nor shall any tax "" 
whatever be assessed upon any person who performed mili- 
tary service on the part of the United States in the revolu- 
tionary war with Great Britain, and who may reside in this 
state ; provided, nothing in this act shall be so construed as 
to repeal any special law now^ in force, exempting certain 
species of property in the city of Vicksburg from taxation, 
except as provided in such special acts. 



MISSOURI. 

Liahh to Taxation. 

All free males over twenty-one and under fifty-five years, pou tax. 
one dollar. 

Lands and lots with improvements. Lands. 

All slaves, gold and silver plate ; libraries over value of ^}^J'|?'' 
two hundred dollars, except such as belong to Sunday Luse'hoia 
schools and Bible societies, pianos, household furniture, ovS'laoo; 
above the value of two hundred dollars pleasure carriages, ca^riges. 

Horses, mares, and geldings over the age of one year. Horses; 
all work oxen and cattle above one year ; hogs and sheep Ic.*^ ™' 
over fifty each ; mules, asses and jennets, twelve months 
old; clocks and watches with their chains, seals and ap- 
pendages. 

Shares of stock in incorporated companies at their cash stock, &c 
value, except manufacturing companies, the property of 
which alone shall be taxed. 

All money on hand, or deposited with banks or other MoDeyon 
incorporated companies, brokers, exchange dealers, or other foXId'Ao. 
persons, for safe keeping, or other purposes, excepting such 
money on hand, or so deposited as has been borrowed, and 
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Bonds. 



Bills of 
exchange^ 



Incorpora- 
ted pro- 
perty. 
Stock In 
Bteamboats, 
&c, I 
toll- 
bridges ; 
Bchools ; 
printing 
presses ; 
rurnaces ; 
factories ; 



machines ; 
distiUorles ; 

founderies ; 
coaches ; 
carriages : 



jewelry ; 
incomes : 



prodace ; 



paintings ; 
statuary ; 
Galaries. 



Free whites 
of U. S. 
army. 

Troperty of 
U. S. and of 
Btate. 



for ■which bonds and notes have been given ; all money 
loaned at interest, wliether secured by bills of exchange, 
bonds, notes or otherwise, upon solvent persons or corpora- 
tions; all state and county bonds, other than those of this 
state ; all state and county bonds and other public stock of 
this state ; all bills of e.KL'hange, bonds, notes and other 
securities, owned by persons other than brokers, or ex- 
change dealers upon solvent persons or corporations except 
as hereinafter excepted ; all property owned by incorpo- 
rated companies over and above their capital stock ; shares 
of stocks and all other interests held in steamboats, keel 
boats, wharf boats, and all other vessels; all toll bridges; 
all land granted by congress for the use of schools, with all 
improvements thereon, the same being leased or occupied 
by others than such schools or colleges; all printing presses, 
type and machinery; all smelting furnaces and machinery; 
all grist, saw and oil mills, tobacco, hemp and cotton facto- 
ries ; tobacco stemmeries, rope walks, manufactories of iron, 
nails, glass, clocks, and all other manufactories whatever, 
with their machinery and appendages ; all wool carding 
machines and buildings containing the same; distilleries, 
breweries and tanneries; iron, copper, brass and other 
founderies ; post coaches, carriages, wagons and other vehi- 
cles and stock used by any person in transportation of mails 
of the United States, or of this state ; all carriages, hacks, 
wagons, buggies and other vehicles of every kind and de- 
scription, kept or used by the owners of livery stables ; 
cabs, hacks, omnibuses and other vehicles used in transpor- 
tation of persons ; lands owned by individuals or companies 
reserved for cemeteries or graveyards for the purpose of 
speculation; jewelry over the value of twenty dollars; in- 
comes derived from public stocks, bank stocks, stock of 
chartered companies or other property, real or personal, 
that are not taxed in the state ; all produce in first hands 
one year after production when the same exceeds in value 
five hundred dollars; all paintings and statuary kept for 
exhibition ; and all salaries of all officers of this state or 
the United States, or any city or county in the state, or of 
any incorporated company which sliall amount to or exceed 
in value eight hundred dollars per annum. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All free white persons belonging to the army of the 
United States, 

Lands and lots, public buildings and structures, with 
their furniture and equipments, of the United States. 
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Lniuls luul ot.hov pvojviiv of t.lio slato; or of nny county 
of tho sinto. 

Markol, luMiso.!-', town Imlls !\nd otlior pnWic striictuivs, MnrUot 
with lluMi- t'uvnit.uiv ;\nd oqui(nnoi\t.s; aiulMll public S(Hi;uvs '"""''''■ 
i»iul lots o]ion lor lioalth, uso or orniunont, ol'iinv town, city, 
or villMgo of this stiUo. 

Lnnds or lots i^nuitcd by tlio Unilcil Sl;>t,os or this stMto l.iH>a«, *>•• 
to :\ny count y, city, tmvn, viilngc or township, for pur- li. s. oi' 
pi\scs of c(l'Uc:\lion, until disposcil of by Icivsc or sale to indi- elimiiumi. 
viilnals. 

School houses :uul ot.hcv buildings for purpiiscs of cduca- school 
lion, with tlicir furniture nnd cqnipnuMits, aiul lands ap- '>"""»'*''■ 
purtcnant tlicrcio and used llicrcwith, so long as the san\o 
shall be used tor that, purpose. 

Hospil^\ls for the sick, and public poor houses, witli their Uispit.iio 
furniture and ccpiipnient.s, and lands appurtenant, and used i"msl!a'.'" 
therewith, so long as the same shall be used for that pui"- 
pose onlv. 

Churclies, chapi^Us, and other public buildings for religicuis ctmrchos. 
worship, with their f'urniture and equipnuMits, and lands 
apiuirlenant. thereto and used therewitli, so long as the 
sanu> shall be used tor that purpose only. 

Ocnietcries and graveyards, set, apart and used for that, ocmoiorios. 
purpo,se only. 

All real est.atc and other property of any incorporated '^.vfs'.H.uIi'y, 
agric\illnral .sociely, so long as the sauu' nu\y be cnijiloyod 
for the use ol'snch society, and none otlui-. 

Not(~s and bonds on iiand by an\ nuuvhaut lU- sroccr, Noi.-sand 
taken or receivcil tor giHids, wares and nuuviinudise, upon .-oimm for 
which a license t;>x has been paid, shall not, be subject, to k*'"''-"' *<^' 
taxation lor the year tor which such goods, wares aud 
uuMvhandi.se were taxed ; but thercatuu- such notes or 
bonds shall be stdiject to taxation, as other properly. 
All bonds, bills, notes, or other y-vidences o[' debt, held by 
any incorporated luanutacturing couipany, or other persons 
oug^xged in manulacturing, wade in considenttion of sales 
of articles manufactured by said companies, or other per- 
sons, shall not be taxed lor the year in which the sales were 
uuide. 

Notes and bonds t^ikeii and received lor real estate upon ■Not.-samt 
which a tax has been paid shall not \ie subject to fixation fl^r.Vf''''™ 
for the year in which such ival estate was sold ; but there- ^,*,^*[;j™j 
at'ter such notes and bonds shall be subject to taxation, as iisaVou 
provided in case of otlier bonds and notes. '^ 
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PoU tax. 



Town lands 
and lands 
from U. S. 



Perry fran- 
chises ; 
horses and 
cattle ; 
money ; 
mortgages ; 
accounts ; 
stocks ; 
household 
furniture, 

asc. 



Credits 
defined. 



NEBRASKA. 

Liable to Taxation. 

A poll tax shall be levied of one dollar, or one day's 
work for roads ; and a land tax of three dollars to the 
quarter section, to be paid in money, or in labor at the rate 
of one dollar per day, at the option of the person so taxed, 
and the receipts of the district supervisor for labor done 
shall be received by the county treasurer for their several 
amounts, in discharge of said land tax ; provided, that the 
county commissioners of any county may, by their order 
duly made at any regular meeting, dispense with the levy 
or collection of the poll tax herein provided for. 

All property, real and personal, not exempted, viz. : 
lands and lots in any town, including lands bought from 
or donated by the United States, and from this territory, 
and whether bought on a credit or otherwise ; ferry fran- 
chise, which, for the purposes of this act, are considered as 
real property ; horses and neat cattle, mules and asses, 
sheep and swine; money, whether in possession or on 
deposit, and including bank bills, money, property or labor 
due from solvent debtors on contract, or in judgment, and 
whether within this territory or not ; mortgages and other 
securities and accounts bearing interest; stock or shares in 
any bank or company incorporated by this territory, or 
any other state or territory, and situated in, or transacting 
business in this territory ; public stock, loans, household 
furniture, not exempted, and including gold and silver 
plate, musical instruments, watches and jewelry, private 
libraries for theirvalue over one hundred dollars, pleasure 
carriages, stage hacks, omnibuses and other vehicles for 
transporting passengers, -^^gons, carts, drays, sleighs and 
every other description of vehicles or carriages ; boats and 
vessels of every description, wherever registered or licensed, 
and whether navigating the waters of this territory solely 
or not, if owned wholly or in part by persons inhabitants 
of this territory ; annuities, but not including p'ensions 
from the United States or any other state of the Union ; 
money invested in manufactories, including buildings, ma- 
chinery 'and materials ; also all moneys used in merchan- 
dising, together _ with all other property not exempted, 
though not herein specified. 

The term "credits" includes every claim and demand 
for money, labor or other valuable thing, and every annuity 
or sum of money receivable at stated periods, and all money 
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in property of any kind and secured by deed, mortgage or 
otherwise, but pensions from the United States or any state, 
are not included in tlie above terms. 

In addition to the above property liable, are included all Demaiids of 
demands due or owing from residents to non-residents; or character 
due to such non-residents and secured upon lands in this ^'*'''''' 
territory where the owner of such lands, is also a non-resi- 
dent, and on mortgage, bond and deed, contract for the sale 
of land, judgment, decree or otherwise whether secured or 
not. 

JSxempiions from Taxation. 
Property of the United States and of this territory, in- Property of 

eluding school lands. tei-ritory^ 

Property of a county, incorporated city or town, or school of county, 
district, when devoted to the public use, and not held for 
■ pecuniary profit. 

Public grounds, by whomsoever devoted to the public Puwic 
use, and including all places for the burial of the dead. Inriai''^™ 

The engines and implements used for extinguishing fires, p'"'^'''- 
with the grounds used exclusively for their buildings and gines, <fcc. 
for the meetings of fire companies. 

The grounds and buildings of library, scientific, benevo- Gronnds 
lent and religious institutions, or societies devoted solely to fnga oTin- 
the appropriate objects of these institutions, not exceeding stituiions. 
three acres in extent, and not leased, or otherwise used with 
a view to pecuniary profit. 

The books, papers, furniture, scientific or other apparatus Books, 
pertaining to the above institutions, and used solely for the ^ ' 
purpose above contemplated, and the like property of stu- 
dents in any such institutions used for the purposes of their 
education. 

Money and credits belonging exclusively to such insti- ^°?-f ""J^ 
tutions, and devoted solely to sustaining them, but not to ditto, 
exceed in amount the same prescribed in their charter or ' 

act of incorporation. 

Animals not specified as follows, viz., horses and neat Worses, 

1 -1 i' 1 T ' ■ ^ 11 cattle, &B. 

cattle, mules and asses, sheep and swme; tlie wool sliorn 
from the sheep of the person giving the list, and his crop Crops, 
harvested within one year previous to the listing; private 
libraries, not exceeding one hundred dollars in value, and I'l'raries, 
family pictures ; the kitchen furniture of each family, the p^^ii^^^^ 
beds and bedding requisite for the use of the family; one 
bed and bedding thereof, for each single person not a mem- 
ber of anotlier flimily ; the apptirel of every person and -^pparei. 
family, actually used for wearing, with all food provided 
for each family ; but no person from whom a compensation 
29 
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Polls and 
estates of 
inOrm per- 
sous. 



for board or lodging is received or expected is to be con- 
sidered a member of a family within the intent and mean- 
ing of tliirt act. 

Tlie polls or estates, or both, of persons wlio, by reason 
of age or jiillrmity may, in the judgment of the assessor, 
be unable to contribute to the public charge, such opinion 
being subject to revision by the county board of equaliza- 
tion. 



Poll tax. 



U. S. and 
territorial 
luuds. 



Court 
houses, &c. 

Public 
squares. 

Libraries, 

colleges, 

&c. 



Profiso. 



Public 

hospitals, 

&c. 



NEVADA. 

Liable to Taxation. 

Each male inhabitant,, over twenty-one and under fifty 
years, and not by law exempt, shall pay a poll tax, for tlie 
use of the territory and county, of two dolhirs; provided, 
the same be paid between the first Monday of March and 
August; but if not paid before the first Monday of August 
it sliiill he three dollars. 

All property of every kind and nature soever, within 
this territory, shall be subject to taxation, except as fol- 
lows : 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All lands and lots of ground with buildings, improve- 
ments and structures thereon, belonging to the territory, or 
any municipal corporation, or to any county of the terri- 
tory, and all lands of the United States, or tliis territory, 
and all buildings and improvements of the Unitgd States, 
or this territory. 

Court-houses, jails, town-halls, council chambers, houses 
of fire companies and their apparatus, and other public 
structures and edifices, and all squares and lots kept open 
for health, public use or ornament, belonging to any county, 
city, town or vilhige in this territory ; public libraries, col- 
leges, school houses, and other buildings for purposes of 
education, with their furniture, libraries, and all other 
equipments, and lots and lands appurtenant and used there- 
with, so long as the same shall be used fOr that purpose ; 
provided, that when any of the property mentioned in this 
subdivision is private property, from which a rent or other 
valuable consideration is received for its use, the same shall 
be taxed as other property. 

Public hospitals, asylums, poor houses, and other chari- 
table or benevolent institutions, for the relief of the indi- 
gent or afflicted, and lots of land appurtenant, with all 
their furniture and equipments ; all grounds and buildings 
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of agricultural societies, so long as the same shall be used Aencmtu- 
for that purpose only, and without pecuniary gain. ties. 

Churches, chapels and other buildings for religious wor- Churches, 
ship, their furniture and equipments, and lots of ground *°" 
appurtenant and used therewith ; provided, rent is not paid 
for such ground, so long as the same shall be used for such 
purposes only, without j'ielding rent. 

Buildings and lots of ground appurtenant, and used Buildings 
therewith, owned and used by the order ot tree masons, freemasons, 
odd fellows, or by any benevolent or charitable society, °' 
except such buildings and lots of ground as are owned in 
connection with individual owners, then only to the extent 
owned by such orders and societies. ' 

Cemeteries and graveyards set apart and used for pur- cemeteries, 
poses of interring the dead. 

The property of widows or orphan 'children not to ex- Property of 
ceed one tlioiisand dollars to any one family. ^' ^' 

Growing crops. ' crops. 

Minine; claims; provided, that all machinery used in 'fi?'''^ . 

. . *? . T ■'^1 T • •' claims, &c. 

mming claims, and all property and improvements appur- 
tenant to or upon such claims which have an independent 
and separate value, shall be subject to taxation. 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Liable to Taxation. 

All male polls from twenty-one to seventy years old, are pditax. 
liable to be taxed, except paupers and insane persons. 

All real estate, except houses of public worship, school Aiireai 
houses, seminaries of learning, and property of the state except, &c. 
and county, whether improved or unimproved; and 
whether owned by residents or others is liable to be taxed ; 
buildings, mills, carding machines, factory buildings and Whatcon- 
machinery, wharves, ferries, toll bridges, locks and canals, Istate lor'^* 
shall, for the purpose of taxation, be deemed real estate. taxation. 

Personal property, viz. : stock in public funds ; stock in stocks 
corporations in this state, except manufacturing and rail- 
road corporations, and stock in any corporation out of this 
state, if not there assessed ; provided, that in either case a 
dividend or income is, or may be derived from said stock, 
and notwithstanding such stock is mortgaged, pledged, or 
otherwise conveyed as security. 

The surplus capital on hand in banking institutions in Bankcapi. 
this state. 
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Students. 

Non-resi- 
dent lands. 

Certain 
lands and 
buildings. 



Tools, 
arms, &c. 



Money on hand or at interest more than the owner pays 
interest for, including money deposited in any bank or sav- 
ings institution, or loaned on any mortgage, pledge, obli- 
gation, note or other security whatever, whether on interest, 
or interest be paid or received in advance. 

Stock in trade, whether of merchants or shopkeepers, 
mechanics or tradesmen employed in their trade or busines.s, 
reckoning the same at the average value for the year ; all 
raw materials and manufactures or otherwise, if exceeding 
fifty dollars in value, and all fishing vessels shall, for the 
purpose of taxation, be deemed stock in trade. 

All carriages, if exceeding fifty dollars in value. 

All horses, asses and mules over eighteen months old. 

All oxen, cows and other neat stock, over eighteen 
months old. 

All sheep over six months old. 

Every railroad corporation shall pay to the treasurer of 
state, on or before the first Wednesday of September, annu- 
ally, one per cent on the value, on the 1st of January pre- 
ceding, of that part of its capital stock expended within this 
state, to be determined by the certificate of the justice of 
the superior court ; said tax shall be assessed by said jus- 
tices, in proportion as near as may be to the taxation of 
other property on the 1st of April of each year, in the 
several towns in which said railroads are situate. Taxes 
on bank, railroad and other stocks in corporations out of 
the state, shall be assessed to the owners living within, 
which are not taxed by the towns or cities where such cor- 
porations are located, to the owners ; provided, a dividend 
or income is derived from such stock, and notwithstanding 
such stock is mortgaged or otherwise conveyed as security ; 
also all United States, state, city or county stocks or bonds, 
not exempt from taxation hj United States laws, shall in 
like manner be taxed to the owners where they reside. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

Students at literary institutions, residing in any town, 
as such students only ; unimproved lands of non-residents, if 
exempted by any town at their annual meeting; lands, 
buildings and property thereon in Portsmouth, purchased 
by the United States (and jurisdiction ceded by this state) ; 
to erect and sustain a building thereon for government 
uses ; so long as said land is used for the purposes above 
mentioned. 

No distress for taxes shall be made of any person's tools 
or implements necessary for his trade or occupation ; his 
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arms or utensils of household, necessary for upholding life, 
nor of bedding or apparel necessary for him or family. 

Houses of public worship, school houses, seminaries of chnrchoB, 
learning, state and county property, whether improved or Itu^l, &c. 
not, or owned by residents or others. 

Manufacturing establishments, of individual or incorpo- cotton ana 
rated companies for the manufacture of fabrics of cotton or wooUacto- 
wool, or of both, and all the machinery and capital used 
for operating the same, together with all such machinery 
hereafter put into the buildings already erected, but not 
now occupied, and all the capital for operating the same, 
are exempted from taxation for ten years after the passage 
of this act (July 3d, I860); provided, the towns and cities Proviso, 
in which such manufacturing establishments may be located, 
or in which it may be proposed to establish the same, shall, 
in a legal manner, give their assent to such exception. 



NEW 3rEESEY. 

Liable to Taxation. 

A poll tax of fifty cents on every white male inhabitant Pditex. 
of this state of twenty- one years and upwards. 

All real and personal estate, whether owned by indivi- 
duals or corporations. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

Property of the United States and of this state, and of ^f-^"* 
all the counties, townships, cities and boroughs thereof. perty. 

All colleges, academies or seminaries of learning, public Colleges, 
libraries, school houses and all buildings erected and used libraries, 
for religious worship, the lands where the same are erected, ciiurches. 
the furniture thereof and personal property used therein; 
pews in churches, graveyards, not exceeding ten acres, and Grave- 
all buildings erected and used exclusively for charitable Sfudings 
purposes, with the lands on which they are erected and ofcharity. 
furniture used therein; also, the engines and apparatus of Engines, 
any individual or company used for extinguishing fires. 
The dwelling-houses of the professors of a college, and Dwellings 
goods al^d chattels situated out of the state (except steam- Borsyjfon- 
boats and vessels). lool^"' 

The polls of all revolutionary soldiers. 

So much of the property of incorporated companies, re- stock, &o. 
presented by the capital stock thereof as is taxed in the 
hands of the stockholders ; provided, that nothing in any Proviso, 
act shall be construed to affect in any way the tax re- 
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quired to be paid by banking or other incorporated com- 
panies upon the amount of the capital stock, nor to exempt 
from taxation their real estate, unless so exempt by their 
charter. 

All public stocks and other property owned by residents 
of this state, which are subject to taxation in any other 
state, and for which such taxes shall actually be paid. 

The funds of all charitable institutions or associations 
collected and held exclusively for the benefit of the sick or 
disabled members thereof, or for the widows of the deceased 
members of such institutions or associations or for the edu- 
cation, support and maintenance of the children of the 
deceased members thereof. 



PoU tax. 



■0. S. nnd 
state prO' 
perty. 

TTniversi- 
ties, &c. 

Charities. 

Divine 
worship. 

Grave- 
yards. 



NORTH CAROLINA. 

Liable to Taxation. 

Every free male, between twenty-one and forty-five years, 
a tax of eighty cents; every slave of either sex, between 
twelve and fifty years, the same tax to be paid by the 
owner unless a non-resident, then by the iiirer. 

All property taxed except that expressly exempted. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All poor and infirm persons, and disabled and insane 
slaves as the county court may declare and record fit sub- 
jects of exemption. 

All property and their profits as may belong to the United 
States or to this state, or may belong to or be set apart 
and exclusively used for the university and colleges, insti- 
tutes, academies, and schools for the education of youth, or 
the support of the poor and afflicted, or specially set apart 
for and appropriated to tlie exercises of divine worship, or 
the propagation of the gospel, or such as may be set apart 
and kept for graveyards belonging to churches, religious 
societies, cities, towns and counties. 



No poU tax 



All pro- 
perty, 



OHIO. 

The constitution of this state provides that the levying 
of taxes by the poll being grievous and oppressive, the 
general assembly shall never levy a poll tax for county or 
state purposes." 

Liable to Taxation. 

All real and personal property ; all moneys, credits, in- 
vestments in bonds, stocks, joint stock companies or other- 
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■wise; property employed in banking; and property of moneys, 
corporations ; except what are exempted by law. eveHiu, &c. 

Keal property shall include not only land but buildings, What real 
trees, and all fixtures whatsoever, and all rights and privi- Sde? '" 
leges appertaining. 

Personal property shall mean and include every tangible whatper- 
thing being the subject of ownership whether animate or '°°*' 
inanimate, other than money and not forming apart of real 
property. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All public school houses and houses used exclusively school 
for public worship, the books and furniture therein, and chSea. 
grounds attached to such buildings necessary for proper 
occupancy, use and enjoyment of same, and not leased or 
otherwise used with a view to profit. All colleges, acade- coiiegeB, 
mies, endowments for their support, buildings connected 
with same, and all' lands connected with institutions of 
learning, not used with a view to profit. This provision 
shall not extend to leasehold estates of real property, held • 

under authority of any college or university of learning in 
this state. 

All lands used exclusively as graveyards or grounds for Grave- 
burying the dead, except they are held for profit or specu- ^'"''^' 
lation. 

All property, real and personal, of the United States. u.s. pro- 
All buildings of counties used for holding courts, for county 
jails or county offices, with the ground not exceeding in '""''^°*^' 
any county ten acres, on which such buildings are erected. 

All lands and buildings of any county, township or town, ^™P|J'y 
used for support of the poor. poor. 

All buildings of institutions of purely public charity, BaiidmKsoi 
with the lands actually occupied by such institutions, not '^ "^ 
leased or otherwise used for profit, and all moneys and 
credits for sustaining and belonging exclusively to such 
institutions. 

All fire engines and other implements for extinguishing Fire en- 
fires, with their buildings exclusively for the safe keeping ^'"*^' *'' 
thereof, and meeting of fire companies, whether belonging 
to any town or fire company therein. 

All market houses, public squares or other public grounds, Market 
town or township houses or halls, used exclusively for squares, 
public purposes; and all works, machinery and fixtures of ESuse'if''™ 
any town and used exclusively for conveying water to such 
town. 

Each individual in this state may hold, exempt from Personal 

property, 
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taxation, personal property of any description of ■which 
such individual is actual owner, not exceeding fifty dollars 
in value ; no person shall be required to list a greater por- 
tion of any credits than he believes will be received or can 
be collected, nor any greater portion of any obligation given 
to secure rent, than the amount of rent accrued on the 
lease, and unpaid at time of such listing; no person shall 
be required to include in his statement, as a part of the 
personal property, money's, credits, investments in bonds, 
stocks, joint stock companies, or otherwise, "which lie is 
required to list, any share or portion of the capital stock 
or property of any company or corporation, ■which is re- 
quired to list, or return its capital and property for taxation 
iu this state. 



Poll tax. 



Property 
liable. 

When lands 
subject to 
taxation. 



All lots, 
plats of 
■which are 
recorded. 

Non-resi- 
dent stock. 

Improve- 
Dients, &c,, 
personal 
property. 



Property of 

U. 8„ state, 

counties, 

&c. 

Household 
furniture. 



OREGON. 

Liable to Taxation. 

A poll tax shall be assessed on every -white male inhabi' 
tant between twenty-one and fifty years. 

Every Chinaman engaged in mining gold in this state 
shall pay for such mining privilege a inonlhly tax of two 
dollars. 

All property, real and personal, not cxpre-ssly exempted. 

All hinds shall be subject to taxation as real estate, 

1st. Wlien the owner or occupant has resided four years 
upon his chiirn ; 

2i1. Where land has passed by deed, transfer, sale or 
otliervvise ;■ 

3d. When the land has been entered in the hand office, 
and the assessor shall value it at its just and true value, 
taking into consideration its advantages, &c. 

All lots or parts of lots in any city, town or village, the 
plats of which have been duly recorded, shall be subject to 
taxation as real estate. 

Stock or other property of non-residents, is liable the 
same as that of citizens. 

All improvements on claimed land are valued as personal 
property. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

Property of the United States and of this state. 

Property_ of the counties, cities, villages, towns, and 
school districts, used or intended for corporate purposes. 

Household furniture of every head of a family to the 
amount of three hundred dollars ; the articles to be selected 
by the householder. 
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Personal property of all literary, benevolent, charitable institutions. 
and scientific institutions, incorporated in state, and such 
real estate of said institutions as are actually occupied for 
pui'poses for which they were incorporated. 

All houses of public worship, and lots, pews and furni- churciies. 
ture therein ; all burial grounds, tombs and rights of Bnmi 
bui-ial ; but any part of a building of public worship used ^™"'"^' 
as a shop or other purpose other than said worship shall be 
taxed on the cash valuation thereof the same as personal 
property to owner or occupant. 

Public libraries and their real and personal property. Public 

Property of Indians not citizens, except lands held by property of 
them by purchase. inijians. 

Personal property of all persons who, by infirmity, age Personal of 
or poverty, are, in assessor's opinion, unable to contribute 
towards the public charges. 



the infirm. 



PENNSYLYANIA. 

Liable to Taxation. 

Houses, lands, lots of ground and ground rents, mills noiuea. 
and manufactories, furnaces, forges, bloomeries, distilleries, &". ' ' 
sugar houses, malt houses, breweries, tan yards, fisheries 
and ferries, wharves, and all other real estate not exempt. 

All property, real or personal, belonging to any asso- certain 
elation or incorporated company, which is now by law Filcon'on"^ 
exempt from taxation, other than that which is in the J^es'^"™''^' 
actual use and occupation of such association or incorpo- 
rated company, and from which an income or revenue is 
derived by the owners thereof 

Also all personal estate, to wit : 

Horses, mares, geldings, mules, and neat cattle over four Horses, 
year.s old ; all mortgages, money owing by solvent debtors, gag's,'""'' 
whether by promissory note, penal or single bill, bond or ™"">=3'' &■=• 
judgment; all articles of agreement, and accounts bearing 
interest, owned or possessed by any person whatever, except 
notes or bills for work and labor done, and bank notes; 
all shares of stock in any incorporated bank, institution or stock, 
company; all shares of stock or weekly deposits in any 
unincorporated saving fund institution, and all public stock 
and loans soever, except those issued by this state, and all 
money loaned or invested on interest in any other state ; 
all cemetery companies; all household furniture, including cemetery 
gold and silver plate, owned by any person or persons, Furuiture. 
or corporation, when the value shall exceed three hundred 
30 
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dollars. All pleasure carriages, salaries and emoluments 
of office, all offices and posts of profit, professions, trade 
and occLipation.s, except the occupation of farmer, and all 
single freemen above twenty-one years who shall not follow 
any occupation or calling ; railroad loans of city and incor- 
porated districts of Philadelphia liable to taxes ; but only 
for state purposes. 

Uxemptions from Taxation. 

All churches, meeting houses or other places of regular 
worship with grounds attached ; all burial grounds of any 
religious congregation (not construed to mean cemetery 
companies) ; universities, colleges, academies, and school 
houses of any county, borough or school district, or incor- 
porated, erected, endowed or established by any law of the 
state, with grounds attached ; court houses and jails are ex- 
empted from all county, road, city, borough, school or poor 
tax. The term grounds means five acres. 

Lands granted within this state to officers and soldiers 
of the line of this state, by resolution of Congress or law of 
the state as a reward for their services are also exempt, 
unless transferred to another person ; colleges and semina- 
ries of learning are exempt from paying an enrollment tax. 

All bonds or certificates of loans of any railroad com- 
pany incorporated by this commonwealth, are liable to 
taxation for state purposes only. 

Debts due from solvent debtors, not taxable for borough 
or township purposes. 

Any institution or company, except banks of issue (but 
not excepting banks of deposit and discount or savings' 
banks), which are liable for tax on capital stock, shall be 
exempt from tax on dividends. Building associations, 
plank road and turnpike companies are exempt from tax 
when such companies make, or declare no dividends. 

Several specified colleges, seminaries and academies, and 
certain family burying grounds in Philadelphia county are 
exempt from all taxation. 



No poll tax. 

Beal and 
personal 
property. 

Keal estate 



HHODE ISLAND. 

Liahle to Taxation. 

No poll tax can be laid for any purpose. 
All real property belonging to the state, and all personal 
property belonging to the inluiljitants thereof. 

Buildings on leased land, the leases whereof are in writin"- 
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and recorded, shall, for the purposes of taxation, be deemed forpnrpo- 
real estate. tion, what. 

The main wheel, steam engine, boilers, &c., attached to 
real estate for operating machinery and all pipes (steam, 
&c.), are declared real estate. 

Personal property for purposes of taxation includes all ^™°|;f^ 
goods, chattels, debts due from solvent persons, money and For'Sitto,' 
effects; all ships or vessels at home or abroad ; all public ™''^'' 
stocks and securities and stocks or shares in turnpikes, 
bridges, and in all other incorporations, except those for 
religious or charitable purposes within or without the state, 
deducting the actual indebtedness of the person taxed so far 
as the same is ascertained, for the amount of such property 
owned by him ; provided, that no shareholder shall be 
deemed liable to taxation for shares held in corporations 
in this state, which are in their corporate capacity taxed 
for the amount of their capital stock. 

JExemptions from Taxation. 

Property ot the state ; land ceded or belonging to the 
United States ; houses for religious worship ; houses for 
scliools, academies and colleges and their appurtenances, 
owned by any town, company or corporation, and land 
used in connection therewith so far as the same is held, 
occupied and used for, and rents and profits applied to, 
religious or educational purposes; property specially ex- 
empted by charter; burial grounds; land of the ISTarragan- 
sett Indian tribe held in severalty or by tribe, according to 
their usages, but not including land held by any member 
in fee simple ; the estate of any person who, in the judgment 
of tlie assessors, from poverty or infirmity, is unable to 
pay tax; alms howses and public libraries with land and 
buildings, except that alms house estates of the town shall 
be subject to taxation for school purposes in school districts 
where they are situated 
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l)y charter. 

Burial 
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land of 
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infirm 

persons. 
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hous^es, 

libraries, 

&c. 



TENNESSEE. 

Liable to Taxation. 

Every white male inhabitant of the state between twenty- Poii tax. 
one and fifty years (except those noted below). 

All lands and town lots. ^^°'^^- 

All saw, grist, and other mills, distilleries, breweries, Mii's-'iis- 
founderies, forges, establishments for mining, quarrying, mining"cs- 
working marble, making gins or carriages, and other manu- moms,'" 
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roads, 
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ferries. 

Jewelry, 
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facturing establishments, turnpikes or plank roads, gates 
or roads, and bridges and ferries and wharves. 

All jewelry, gold and silver watches and chains, gold 
and silver plate and ornaments, over the value of live 
hundred dollars. 

All pleasure vehicle.'?. 

All race horses used for racing and entered, trained or 
run, during the year preceding the assessment, and all 
horses and mules over the value of one thousand dollars, 
except stallions or jacks kept to be let to mares for pay, 
and such horses and mules as are kept and used for saddle 
and harness purpose-s. 

All neat cattle and sheep over the value of five hundred 
dollars. 

All capital lent or deposited, in or out of the state at 
interest, including money of orphans, legatees, and distri- 
butees, in the hands of guardians, administrators, and exe- 
cutors, and by them lent or deposited at interest. 

All slaves. 

All investments, by inhabitants of this state, in stocks 
out of the state. 

All other stocks. 

All sales or alienations of lands, all sales of slaves by a 
negro-trader, or person engaged in negro trading as a busi- 
ness, or by a broker or agent for sale of slaves, and all 
sales of merchandise by a merchant or peddler. 

Salt, sugar, coffee, spun cotton, garden seeds, iron and 
articles manufactured in this state, in the hands of any per- 
son who sets himself up as a merchant or grocer. 

Exeviplions from Taxation. 

Persons wounded in the military service of the country, 
or deaf and dumb, blind, incapable of labor, ministers of 
the gospel and persons exempt by particular laws, from 
poll tax. 

Lands ceded to the United States, and the buildings and 
property placed thereon while used by the government for 
the public service; all property belonging to the state, or 
to any county, or to the state bank or branches; all pro- 
perty of any literary, scientific or benevolent institution, 
actually used for the purposes for which such institution 
was erected ; all funds invested in stocks or employed in 
any lawful manner for the promotion of the object and 
purposes of such institutions; all houses of religious wor- 
ship and their appurtenances; lands appropriated for the 
use of schools, and held in trust for the u.'^e of a college, 
academy or other seminary of education ; all public roads, 
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streets, alleys, promenades and walks, in the different cities Koacis, 
and towns in tiiis state ; all slaves under twelve and over siavea.' 
fifty years of age ; all places and monuments of the 'dead Burial 
and implements of burial ; all agricultural and horticultural ^gHcnit„. 
instruments and implements; vehicles and utensils, when rauiistm- 
kept for use ; all carryalls, all silver tea and table spoons ; caVryaiu"' 
all pianos used in schools and academies. i>"anX"°'' 

The property of revolutionary soldiers and their widows, Eevointion- 
to thevalueof two thousand dollars; all capital or property "'■y «'>'<^'"«- 
of every incorporated company, exempt from taxation in Je^capUai, 
its charter. &':• 

All lands situated in the lakes on the Mississippi river. Lands ana 
and at all times inundated. ^'''"''• 

Sales by a peddler of articles manufactured or made up sales. 
in this state, and scientific or religious books. 

Such citizens of the United States as are in indigent cir- ?<^'''">'' 
cumstances, and destitute of visible means of support, unable 
to procure a livelihood by manual labor, or disabled from 
labor from bodily injury of any description, may sell taxa- 
ble articles without paying a tax. 

The county courts, the majority of the justices being Hawking or 
present, may grant to any such person the privilege of pri^vUegl. 
hawkirg or peddling in the county without paying the tax 
if the justices are of opinion the applicant ought to have 
the privilege. 

Salt, sugar, coffee, spun cotton, garden seeds, iron, and coffee''&cy' 
articles manufactured in this state, except when in the hands 
of any person who sets himself up as merchant or grocer. 



TEXAS. 

Liable to Taxation. 

A poll tax of fifty cents each of every free male person Poiitax. 
between twenty-one and fifty years, a resident of this state, 
shall be collected. 

All real and personal property taxed, that is not ex- 
empted. 

JExemptions from Taxation. 

All buildings with their furniture and library designed ^j^^'^f,*^'?"- 

and used solely for education or public worship, with the andchurcf- 

land owned by said institutions of learning or churches on ^'■ 
whicli the snme are situated, not exceeding ten acres. 

All buildings, furniture, libraries, philosophical appara- '^"^HH^^l^ 

tus, and lands attached not exceeding ten acres in each associa- 

case, owned by, dedicated to, and occupied for, charitable *"""'• 
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Exemption 
of «25U 
worth of 
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or literary associations wbile contirmed in such ownership, 
dedication or use. 

All- lands (not exceeding ten acres in each case) held by 
trustees for one or all the purposes above named, with tlie 
buildings, improvements and furniture of the same shall 
be held free from taxation till the legislature shall direct 
otherwise. 

All lands or other property heretofore conveyed to any 
church or denomination of christians or association of the 
people, for the purposes above named, shall enjoy all the 
benefits of this act; provided, the amount of lands exempt 
from taxation shall not exceed ten acres in each case. 

Idiots and persons non compos mentis, exempted from poll 
tax. 

The legislature shall have power to provide by law from 
the exemption from taxation of two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars' worth of the household furniture or other property 
belonging to each family in this state. 



Poll tar. 



Property of 
U. S. and 
territory, 
institu- 
tions, &c. 



UTAH. 

Liable to Taxation. 

The county court shall require annually a poll tax not 
to exceed two days' labor at one and a half dollars per 
day, in lieu thereof, of every able-bodied male inhabitant 
over sixteen and under fifty years of age ; said labor to be 
performed upon any territorial or county road within the 
limits of the county, under the direction of their respective 
supervisors. 

All property liable not expressly exempted. 

ExemiMons from Taxation. 

Property belonging to the United States and this terri- 
tory ; to literary, scientific and benevolent institutions 
when used for those purposes; to buildings for worship, 
and the grounds, materials and appurtenances; to insane 
or idiotic persons to value of one thousand dollars ; private 
libraries, burial grounds and monuments for the dead. 



PoU tax. 



YERMONT. 

Liable to Taxation. 

All male citizens over twenty-one and under sixty years. 
All real and personal estate, except that exempted. 
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"Whenever any college, owning lands in any town in fhe Lands 
state, shall lease (or shall have leased) the same, as long as coiilgo!'&c. 
wood grows or water runs, securing to lessees the right of 
preennption, said lands so leased shall not, by virtue of any 
law, heretofore enacted, be exempt from count}'-, town and 
school taxes. This is not to affect lands chartered or 
sequestered for the benefit of any college, or lands which 
may have become the property of any college prior to the 
(Organization of the town in which they are situated. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All real and personal estate owned by this state or the |f"'|''"r^ 
United States. peny.^and 

All real and personal estate granted, sequestered or used &c.fMes?' 
for public, pious or charitable uses. 

The household furniture of every person, not exceeding Furniture, 
five hundred dollars in value, and all wearing apparel; all 
private and professional libraries ; all farmers' and me- 
chanics' tools, necessary to carry on the ordinary business Tools, 
of their respective occupations, and such provisions as Provisions, 
shall appear to the assessor to be necessary for the con- 
sumption of the family of such person for one year ; and 
the polls of such persons as the listers shall deem so infirm PoUsofthe 
as to be unfit subjects of taxation ; and all sheep, cattle she™, &c. 
and horses which have not been wintered one winter, and 
hay and other produce sufficient to winter out his stock; 
and all lands leased by the several towns for purposes of 
education, such as common school lands and also lands common 
owned by, or leased for, the use of colleges, academies, or iands,'&c. 
other public schools; and all lands leased for the support Lands for 
of the gospel; but the private buildings situated on the s"*?"*' ''=^'' 
lands aforesaid shall not be exempt from taxation, but shall 
be appraised and set in the list of the owner, in the same 
manner as other real estate. 

The term, "farmers' tools," in the above section shall ^"„'i™^"' 
include all carts, wagons, and other vehicles necessary to fined, 
carry on the farm where they are used and every person, 
whether a farmer or not, liable to be taxed, shall have one one wagon, 
wagon and one sleigh and harnesses for using the same hanfesses 
exempt from taxation ; provided, that a pleasure wagon or ^^^mpt- 
other vehicle valued at more than sixty-five dollars, shall 
be exempt from taxation. All fowls shall be exempt. Fowls. 

All animals shall be considered as having been wintered 
one winter on the last day of March, that were in existence 
at the commencement of the preceding winter. 
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When town 
exempt. 



Stocks. 



Whenever any town in the state shall not be represented 
in the general assembly, and the grand list of such town 
shall not exceed six hundred dollars, such town shall be 
exempt from payment of state tax. 

Stocks in banking and other corporations without this 
state, actually owned by citizens and residents of tiiis state, 
which are taxable, and are actually taxed in the state, 
wliere the corporation is located, shall not be taxed in this 
state. 



Poll tax. 



A)l pro- 
perly liable. 



Beflnition 

of 

" moneys" 

and 

*■ credits." 



Fnrniture. 



Books of 
(ioUeges, 
schools, > 
uiaylams, 
&c. 



VIRGINIA. , 

Liable to Taxation. 

On every white male inhabitant of twenty-one years is 
asses.sed a tax of eiglity cents. On every male free negro, 
wlio has attained the age of twenty-one years, eighty cents. 
On every slave over twelve years, whether exempted from 
county levy in consequence of bodily infirmity or not, one 
dollar and twenty cents; and herein shall be included all 
slaves over twelve years, owned or hired by any company, 
institution or person whatsoever. 

All property within this state, and the moneys and credits 
of persons residing therein, whether such moneys and credits 
be in or out of the state, except such as is hereinafter ex- 
pressly exempted or otherwise taxed. 

The word " money " shall include not only gold, silver 
and copper coins, but bullion and bank notes. The word 
"ci'edits" shall be construed to mean all contracts for the 
payment of money or other things. All claims and de- 
mands owing or coming to any person, whether due or not, 
and whether payable in money, tobacco or other things ; 
and where payable in anything other than money, its pre- 
sent probable value. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

The household and kitchen furniture used in a licensed 
ordinary, house of entertainment, or private boarding house, 
and belonging to the keeper thereof, the value whereof has 
been included in such license tax. 

All books, apparatus, and furniture belonging to colleges, 
free schools and incorporated academies and used for col- 
lege or school purposes; to the University of Virginia; to 
the Virginia Military Institute; to the Institution for the 
Education of the Deaf and Dumb, and the Blind ; and to the 
lunatic asylums, and all personal property belonging to 
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orphau asylums, overseers of the poor, and exclusively to 

the commonwealth ; all fire engines or other implements Pire en- 

for the extinguishment of fires. ^ *'* 

Books, family portraits and pictures and the wearing Booke, *«. 
apparel of every person and family, except watches and 
jewelry. 

All agricultural productions of this state. mm^'^ 

All mineral productions of this state in the hands of the 
producer or miner. 

All felled wood or timber. 

All plantations of oysters and fisheries. Oyrters. 

All fowls and animals of every description, except horses, fowIb. 
mules, asses and jennets, cattle sheep and hogs. 

All capital invested in any trade or business for the pro- capital, 
secution of which a license is required. 

All farming implements actually used for farming pur- ^r^"^ 
poses, except road wagons or wagons used principally for ments. 
other than farming purposes. 

All mechanics' tools used on any farm, or by any person Tools, 
actually engaged in any trade, occupation or profession, and 
the products of any mechanic's labor made in this state, 
and kept by him for sale. 

All property which is the subject of any business for the ^"lin' 
prosecution of which a license is required : all open accounts licepBea 
due or owing to the person prosecuting, or created, in the 
course of such trade or business ; all moneys on hand on 
the 1st day of February, received in the course of such 
trade or business ; and so much of the solvent bonds, secu- 
rities and liquidated claims owing to such person from 
others, after deducting therefrom the amount owing from 
such person to others, as such person shall, on oath, aver 
constitutes a part of the actual active means used and em- 
ployed by him in carrying on such trade or business, shall 
together constitute the capital of such person, and shall be 
exempt from taxation. 

But nothing in this section shall exempt from taxation ^a**^^^"^*' 
any bond or security for any debt or liability contracted or not exempt, 
created in any such trade or business, previous to the 1st day 
of February of the year preceding that of the assessment, 
whether a new bond or security has been taken for such 
debt or liability or not. 

All other moneys, bonds, securities and liquidated claims ^'Jl? pJ^ 
of such persons not otherwise exempt, shall be listed for exempt, 
taxation. 

Every railroad company, not exempted by its charter ^*™fg^ 
from taxation, paying into the treasury of the state, for 
every passenger transported, a tax at the rate of one mill 
31 
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Certain 
real estate. 



Income, 



' for every mile of transportation, shall not be assessed with 
any tax on its lands, buildings or equipments; but if it fail 
to pay such tax, in any six months, then its lands, build- 
ings and equipments shall be immediately assessed, at the 
i full cost of construction and outfit. 

Ofl&cers in the service of the state, receiving a salary out 
of the treasury ; and persons whose service is one of labor 
in some mechanic art, trade, handicraft, or manufacture; 
and ministers of the gospel are exempted from paying a 
tax on incomes. 

All real estate used for divine worship or as public bury- 
ing grounds ; or belonging to any county, city or town, 
and used for public or charitable purposes and not held 
and leased out for profit; or belonging to colleges, free 
schools and incorporated academies, and used for college 
or school purposes ; or to the University of Virginia ; or 
to the Virginia Military Institute. 

The income of a minister of the gospel, or a professor in 
a theological seminary is exempt from being listed for taxa- 
tion, also persons of bodily infirmity. 



Poll tax. 
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reli^ous 

80cietie& or 
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^'Territorial 
lands; 
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Churcli 
property. 



WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Idable to Taxation. 

, White male inhabitants between twenty-one and fifty 
years are liable to a poll tax of one dollar. 

All real and personal property liable, except as Delow 
exempted. 

Mcemptions from. Taxation. 

All real and personal property belonging to any religious 
'society, or to any benevolent, charitable, literary or scientific 
ihstitution, or invested for the use of the same, or held by 
trustees ; all real and personal property belonging to the 
territory, or any county thereof; all school houses and school 
lands, public libraries, and all places of burial, and the pro- 
perty of all Indians. 

All church property over and above two town lots on 
which a church may be erected, if in a town, and one-half 
acre of land on which a church may be erected, if in the 
country, shall be taxed as other property. 



DIGEST OE TAX LAWS. @43 

■WISCONSIN. 

Liable to Taxation. 

Every male inhabitant in each road district, over twenty- pou tax. 
one and under fifty years, excepting persons of color, pau- 
pers, idiots and lunatics, shall pay a poll tax of one dollar 
for highway purposes. 

All property in the state, liable real and personal, not 
expressly exempted. 

Eeal property includes not only the land itself, but all what real 
buildings, fixtures, improvements, rights and privileges ?nciude*s. 
appertaining thereto. 

Personal property includes every tangible thing which What per- 
is the subject of ownership, not forming a part of any par- ^°°^'' 
eel of real property ; also, all tax certificates ; also, judg- 
ments, notes, bonds and mortgages, and all other evidences 
of debt secured by lien on real estate ; also, the capital 
stock, undivided profits, and all other means not forming 
a part of the capital stock of every company incorporated 
or unincorporated, and every share or interest in such 
stock, profit or means by whatsoever name the same may 
be designated; and also every share or interest in any ship, 
vessel or boat used in navigating any of the waters within 
or bordering on this state, whether such ship, vessel or 
boat shall be within the jurisdiction of this state or else- 
where. 

Money or moneys include gold and silver coin and bank what 
notes, whether in possession or on deposit, subject to be S™uies. 
withdrawn in money on demand. 

Credit means and includes every demand for money, what 
labor or other valuable thing, whether due or to become due, "■*^''- 
but not secured by lien on real estate ; provided, that pen- Proviso, 
sions receivable from the United States or from any of them, 
salaries or payments expected to be received for labor or 
services expected to be performed or rendered, shall not 
be deemed annuities within the meaning of this act. 

Personal property, when used in a general sense, shall what 
include all taxable property other than real property. poperfy 

includes. 

Exemptions from Taxation. 

All buildings used exclusively as public school houses, school 
places of public worship, or both, with the furniture and churches!"^ 
books therein contained, used exclusively for the accom- 
modation of schools or religious meetings, together with 
the grounds occupied thereby, not exceeding in any one 
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case ten acres, if not leased or otherwise used with a view 
to profit. 

All lands used exclusively as public graveyards. 

All buildings belonging to scientific, literary or benevo- 
lent associations used exclusively for scientific, literary and 
benevolent purposes, together with the land not exceeding 
forty acres, occupied by such institutions, if not leased or 
otherwise used with a view to profit; and all books, papers, 
furniture, apparatus and instruments belonging to such asso- 
ciations, and used exclusively for scientific, literary or 
benevolent purposes. 

All moneys and credits belonging exclusively to uni- 
versities, colleges, academies or public schools of any kind, 
or to religious, literary, scientific or benevolent institutions 
or associations, appropriated solely to sustaining such insti- 
tutions or associations, not exceeding in amount, or in the 
income arising therefrom, the limit prescribed by the char- 
ter of such institution or association. 

All property belonging exclusively to this state or the 
United States. 

All property belonging exclusively to any county, city, 
town or school district, except lands bid off for counties or 
cities on tax sales. 

All works, machinery and fixtures belonging to any 
town, city, or village, used exclusively for conveying water 
to such town, city or village. 

All fire engines and other implements used for the ex- 
tinguishment of fires, with the buildings used exclusively 
for the safe keeping thereof, and for the meeting of fire 
companies, whether belonging to any town, city or village, 
or to any fire company organized therein ; also, all lands 
used exclusively for fair ground by any state or county 
agricultural society, together with all personal property 
owned and used exclusively for such societies. 

Household and kitchen furniture, and beds and bedding, 
not exceeding in their aggregate value two hundred dollars. 

Provisions and fuel provided by the head of a family to 
sustain the members thereof, for a period not exceeding six 
months ; but no person from whom compensation for board 
is received, shall be deemed a member of the family within 
the meaning of this act. 

The wearing apparel of every person, and all family 
pictures. 

All animals and animated things except horses and neat 
cattle over two years old ; mules and asses over one year 
and a half old ; sheep and hogs over six months old ; the 
1st of June being the period to which the above ages refer. 
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All public libraries, family libraries and the scbool books Librariet, 
of every person and family not exceeding in value in any 
one case one hundred dollars for each person or family. 

Each person shall be entitled to exemption on other per- Exemption 
sonal property, except moneys and credits, pleasure car- i'„"g|f^**" 
riages, gold and silver watches, pianos and melodeons, to 
an amount not exceeding one hundred dollars, to be selected 
by such person at the time of listing. 

All lands and real estate not exceeding five thousand Lands of 
acres, which have been or hereafter may be, conveyed to institute 
the board of trustees of Brunson Institute at Point BlufF, ^glfcKM *" 
for educational purposes, and held and appropriated solely |"g^' j 
to sustain said institution, shall be exempt from taxation 
for five years from the passage of this act (April 8, 1861) ; 
provided, that the exemption shall not continue after said ptotIso. 
board shall cease to hold the said lands and real estate for 
educational purposes, nor after the same shall be leased or 
otherwise used with a view to profit. 

All real estate, and each tract and parcel thereof, not to Eefti estate 
exceed ten thousand acres in the whole, and not to exceed "ence^m- 
two thousand acres in any one county at the same time, nor versity iwt 
six hundred and forty acres in any one town at the same 10,000 acres, 
time, which has been or shall hereafter be conveyed in fee *^®"p'- 
to the Lawrence University of Wisconsin for educational 
purposes, shall, while so held in fee simple by said Uni- 
versity expressly for educational purposes, and for the 
endowment of said University, be exempt from taxation 
for five years from the time of the vesting of the fee of 
said lands in said University ; provided, that the period of ProTiBo. 
exemption on such lands as are now owned and held in 
fee by said University for the purposes aforesaid, shall be 
construed to commence on the 1st of April, 1862 ; and 
provided, further, that such lands, or any part thereof, ProTiso. 
shall not be exempt from taxation from the time the same 
shall be sold, contracted to be sold, leased, mortgaged, con- 
veyed, or in any manner incumbered by said University. 
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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE, 



APPOINTED BY THE LEGISLATUEE OF 1862. 



TEAJSrSMITTBD FEB. 2, 1863. 



ALBANY : 

■WEED, PARSONS AND COMPANY, PRINTERS. 
1863. 



STATE OF NEW TOBK, 
In Senate, Albany, April 22, 1862. 
On motion of Mr. Bell, 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to examine the Assesament and 
Taxation Laws of this State and other States, with power to employ such assistance as 
may be necessary to enable them to present to the next Legislature, in as clear and 
concise a manner as a full comprehension of the subject requires, a Bill that shall 
remedy the present defects in our existing Laws on this subject. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Bell, Folger, Ganson, Murphy and Low be such Committee. 
By order of the Senate. 

JAS. TERWILLIGES, Clerk. 



STATE OP NEW YORK, 
Assembly Chamber, Albany, April 16, 1863. 

Resoked, That two thousand copies of the Digest of Taxation, by Alfred B. Street, 
be furnished to the Assembly by the Printer of the last Edition. 

By order. 

J. B. CUSHMAN, Clerk. 
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No. 30. 



IN SENATE, 

February 3, 1863. 



-•••- 



REPORT 

OF THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE APPOINTED AT THE LAST 
SESSION TO REVISE AND AMEND THE ASSESSMENT LAWS 
OF THE STATE. 

The select committee to whom was referred the subject of the 
assessment laws, with instructions to perfect and bring in a bill 
for the consideration of the Senate, with power to sit during the 
vacation, have had the same under consideration and ask leave 
to submit the following 

REPOET: 

The Hon. the Assembly of 1862, by resolution appointed a like 
select committee, viz.: Messrs. Alvord, Hulburd, Stetson, Tracy 
and Phelps, who were instructed also to report by bill to the in- 
coming House of Assembly for the year 1863 ; upon consultation 
it was thought by both committees that inasmuch as their duties 
and object were alike, it would conduce more to the thorough in- 
vestigation of the subject and possibly result in a more harmonious 
and profitable action, on the part of the Legislature, if they should 
act as a joint committee; accordingly they so organized by the selec- 
tion of the chairman of the Senate committee as the chairman of 
the joint committee and the present report and bill accompanying it 
are the result of their joint action. 

The subject of taxation and the laws regulating the levy and col- 
lection of taxes has, ever since the formation of stable governments, 
been one of difficult solution. Great minds have expended their 
energies, ponderous tomes have been written, theories almost number- 
leas have been advanced, practice has varied greatly not only in dif- 
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ferent but in the same countries, and even to-day tlie laws wliicli gov- 
ern this subject are almost as diverse as ever. 

The American people were the first to proclaim, insist upon and 
put in practice the sound republican doctrines that " taxation and 
representation should go together," atid we hold now that, viewed 
in any other light than as the cost of our protection in our political 
and private rights, both of person and property, taxation is oppres- 
sion. We turn with pride from those systems of taxation which, 
based upon the power of hereditary or accidental position, enable the 
few to oppress and grind down the million, strengthening the power 
and swelling the fortunes of the governors under the false and spe- 
cious plea that it is required as the price of their care and protection 
of the governed, to the contemplation of our system of government 
which takes from the property of the people that which they freely 
yield to the common treasury for the common good. We deem 
that the doctrine, often expressed, and even elaborately argued, that 
taxation is sometimes beneficial, by stimulating industry, inviting 
energy and invention, and thereby increasing not only the wealth 
but the intelligence of a people, is a fallacy, and we hold it to be true 
that a free people should be relieved from all burdens not absolutely 
necessary to an economical administration of the powers and duties 
of government. Excessive taxation enlarges both the nurhber and 
the power of the mere officers of the state, at the expense of the pro- 
perty and liberties of the people. 

If we are correct in the position that taxation is the price or penalty 
exacted by the requirements of civilization and the necessity of re- 
gulated liberty of thought, action and property, we cannot but con- 
clude that such price or penalty should be as light as possible 
compatible with the ends in view ; and the very spirit of our insti- 
tutions, no less than stern equal-handed justice, demand that bur- 
dens, if necessary, should be spread with impartiality and equity 
upon all who may be benefited or protected in just proportion to 
their property, without reference to its kind but only to its intrinsic 
value. 

The existing laws of our state on this subject have not been mate- 
rially altered for the last half century ; they were passed at a time 
in our history when the agricultural element of wealth was the ab' 
sorbent of almost the entire property. During that period our 
country has been gradually but rapidly developed, and agriculture 
has found a more remunerative position in the great west, which 
now not only builds up thriving towns and populous cities which lie 
on the banks of the lakes and on the tracks of the railroads of its 
own country, but compensating us for the rivalry and successful 
competition with our agricultural interests, has made this state the 
common carrier and commercial agent of an empire of states. 

The great minds of our legislators, seconded and stimulated by 
the sympathies and active co-operation of our people, initiated and 
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completed those magnificent works of public improvement which, 
have made our state the highway of the commerce and the products 
of a continent ; enlarged the boundaries, increased the population and 
heaped up the wealth of our empire city, until she has become the 
warehouse of nations, and her merchants, in intelligence, material 
prosperity and wealth, rank with the princes of the earth. 

Look to the history of the progress of those works, and you will 
find the landed or rural interest never faltering, always patient under 
burdens, paying cheerfully, liberally, their share of the taxation, 
onerous though it was, to finish, complete and enlarge those great 
avenues of trade, looking not with a contracted mind only to the 
local and present effects of taxation and assured competition to their 
interests ; but having at heart a patriotic pride in the greatness and 
glory of our state, they foresaw that, though not to them the enjoy- 
ment, yet to their children and successors they were leaving a legacy 
which would produce untold more riches than the soil they burdened 
to lay their foundation. The practical result of those enterprises 
has been to take from the state its sceptre of agricultural supremacy ; 
for to-day the cheap lands of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa and the adjacent 
states forbid competition in the products of the farm which enter 
into general use as a necessary means of sustenance. But while the 
lands of the great west groan under the burden of their abundant 
harvests, the wealth and enterprise of our people gathering it as it 
falls before the sickle of the reaper, carry it over our great natural 
inland seas and using the magnificent artificial highways of our state, 
pour it into the lap of New York, there to meet and exchange with 
the manufactures of New England and the Middle States, to be bar- 
t^ed for the necessaries and luxuries which commerce with her 
myriad arms draws from all parts of the earth, which we distribute, 
enhanced in value by the expense and profit of the carrier and mer- 
chant, to the tillers of the soil at their homes on the far-off prairies. 

It woald seem to the committee that it is evident, while thus in a 
large degree the business of our people has radically changed, and 
we have become more a people of commerce than agriculture, yet 
no step has been taken to equalize the burden of cost of protection. 
For years past, from all parts of the state, petitions have come to the 
Legislature, asking for remedy in this regard. In the last Legisla- 
ture an attempt was made to change the laws on this subject, but 
while all acknowledged the inequality and injustice of the practical 
workings of the present system, yet the Legislature were aot willing' 
to enact any radical reform or thorough change, without due and 
serious consideration. 

In the discharge of their duty the committee caused to be collated' 
and reduced to the form of a digest for their use, the assessment and 
tax laws of Great Britain and of most of the States and Territories 
of the Union ; they also had before them the present internal reve- 
nue law of the United States. 
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The examinatioa of the British system, a compound of direct, 
income and excise taxation, is peculiar to their position ; too arti- 
ficial and intricate for our young country, based upon principles a,nd 
supporting practical doctrines at war with both the form and spirit 
of our government. It may be well to say, here, however, that the 
popular idea that the soil in England bears the greater weight of 
taxation, is not true ; upon commerce and the supply of the daily 
wants of the lower millions does the heavy hand of taxation mainly 
rest ; yet it is true that the comparatively recent imposition of an 
income tax tends more to equalize and distribute impartially the 
burdens, and leads us to believe the time may come when no acci- 
dental distinction of birth or fortune will relieve any from their due 
share in the expenses of government. The system embodied in the 
present internal revenue law of the United States is novel in prac- 
tice in this country, although old in existence as a system on the 
continent of Europe. Loyalty to 'our government, the great and 
present pressing necessities of our situation, forbid that a truly 
patriotic people should do aught but submit to the experiment. Yet 
we must be permitted to say that, in our opinion the unsoundness 
of this method of raising means to support government is apparent 
from its total practical disregard of equity. It is in fact a system of 
taxation better adapted to the growth, strength and prosperity of an 
aristocratic form of government, than to one based upon the doctrine 
of equality in personal and political rights. It taxes labor whether 
physical or intellectual, and the necessities far out of proportion to 
the luxuries of life ; and is calculated to repress and weigh down 
that buoyant spirit of emulation and enterprise, which so eminently 
marks the struggles of our people, by the crushing weight of unequal 
and unjust burdens. 

New York, mainly a commercial and manufacturing communityj 
will, under this law, pay largely, some say one-half, others, even two- 
thirds of the whole of this tax, while the agricultural States will be 
but lightly burdened. We believe that Congress should be uiged 
by our people and their representatives to greatly modify that act. 
It may not be entirely proper, but still we cannot forbear here to say 
that, in our judgment, if the principle be not changed, yet the com- 
plicated machinery of the measure should be very much simplified, 
and we would instance one direction as an example merely. Would 
it not be far better in that portion of its machinery worked by 
stamps, to^ubstitute the use of the value necessary, by the affixing 
of a common stamp to all articles requiring their use, varying the 
number to meet the difference in tax, rather than require a specific 
difference in the stamps themselves as used for diverse articles? 

Heretofore in the United States, and in all the States of this 
Union, the underlying principle of all taxation upon the people has 
been that it should be direct, and upon property, however repre- 
sented, and the only admitted departure therefrom has been the 
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imposition of a tax or customs duty upon importations by the Fede- 
ral Government. It is needless here to give the reasons for this 
exception to the general rule and its necessity ; we have mainly to 
do with our own system, working internally upon our people. 

This brings us down to the consideration of the various opinions 
expressed, and arguments urged in the conflict between classes of 
property. Some strong and able statesmen contend, with great array 
of argument, that real estate, or, in other words, the soil should 
alone be taxed, leaving commerce, maaufactures and the mechanic 
arts entirely free and untrammeled ; while, on the other hand, there 
are those who claim that the business of the country should support 
the government. The first class argue that there is no real abiding 
value or possession, except in the land; that it is not subject either 
to the wasting wear of time, to obstruction or destruction by the 
hand of cupidity or violence, to the frequent changes of political or 
financial policy, and that consequently its intrinsic value, when com- 
pared with personal estate, is as the solid rock to the fleeting cloud, 
rendering it a never-failing source from whence to draw the sure and 
certain financial support of government. Again, they contend that 
while agriculture is the natural, inartificial employment of the peo- 
ple, it is restrictive in its tendency, and throws upon enterprise, skill 
and capita] the labor of developing a nation ; placing upon them all 
the difficulties and hazards of failure, and reaping for itself all the 
permanent benefits in the increased value of its enduring possessions ; 
and from these premises it is argued that business or the pursuits of 
commerce, manufactures and the mechanic arts should be fostered, 
protected and cherished at the expense and with the taxation of the 
real estate. 

The second class, who take the position that business, or, in other 
words, the personal property of the country should alone be taxed, 
proceed upon the ground, first, that the permanency and indestructi- 
bility, from any cause, of the land renders its protection and care on 
the part of government inexpensive, and that in fact it is only for 
the benefit and safety of the precarious tenure of personal property, 
as regards both its possession and existence, that the great share of 
means and power by way of taxation is required. Secondly, that 
in regard to land, its fluctuations in value are slight, its appreciation 
by time slow, and its returns of revenue or profit small, when com- 
pared with its cost or value ; while personal property appreciates 
rapidly, improves under every stimulus of enterprise and yields 
great returns with small outlays ; and for these reasons can well 
afford to pay the burdens of supporting government, and believe 
thereby an interest which, though indispensable, yet is not so expen- 
sive in protection and bears no comparison in returning profit for 
use. 

We have among us many able men who contend that the true 
basis of assessment is the income or annual resulting returns of all 
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-kinds of property, arguing that the true value of property can alone 
be determined by its actual yield or increase at uniform stated periods 
of time. They say that all other estimates of value are inconclusive, 
fancied or false, and should not be used to determine the proportions 
due from any kind or form of property to the government. 

An element or sonrce of revenue enters into the system of some 
countries, among others, a few of our sister states, not to the exclu- 
sion, but to the relief and aid of other ways of taxation ; we allude 
to a poll or head tax, which is levied, uniform in its amount, upon 
all male citizens of a certain age, without regard to their property, 
and in some instances irrespective of any difference from any cause 
in political privileges. The nearest approach this State has ever 
made to the adoption of this system is in the commutation or head 
tax, in lieu of actual militia service, and our highway poll tax. Our 
military laws claim the service of all our male people of certain ages, 
only those being exempt therefrom who are incapacitated from natu- 
ral physical causes, or who are relieved by the necessary employment 
of their time in other services of the government. It would seem to 
us that this method or plan of taxation is eminently just ; for we 
ask, does not government protect the person ? Are laws for the 
protection of property of any advantage to the possessors thereof, 
if they themselves are denied such protection ? And how soon 
would property in the hands of the unscrupulous and tyrannical, 
become the chains and fetters of the poor and needy, unless, even 
against its power and unjust administration, the strong protective 
arms of the government was extended for the benefit of personal 
right and the care and perpetuation of personal liberty? 

The people of this State, however, have uniformly decided against 
the imposition of a head or poll tax, other than for military and 
highway purposes, because, as has been argued, its tendency was to 
check immigration, which was necessary to enable us tS clear up and 
settle our new lands, and above all, to give us the bone and sinew 
which were working out those magnificent public highways of com- 
merce which pre-eminently distinguish our State. The time will 
come, however, when we shall have reached that point of growth 
and maturity that property will demand and receive some relief by 
dividing its burdens with the persons who are, alike with it, taken 
care of by government. 

The doctrine of adjusting and assessing balances is the favorite 
method of very many, and lies partially at the foundation of our 
present system. If a community were entirely isolated, so that its 
business in all ways were confined to its own people, who produced 
and consumed among themselves all that was required or used, then, 
of course, the balance, or remainder over indebtedness, in the hands 
of individuals, when aggregated would express the sum total of the 
■property of the nation. But in such a country as ours, we being a 
comparatively new and poor people, our commerce mainly depends 



REPORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE. 255 

■upon the credit system, and consequently the actual hona fide omnQV- 
ship of a large amount of visible personal property and liens and 
incumbrances on real estate is without our jurisdiction so far as the 
persons of our creditors are concerned. Yet, still, we none the less 
are bound to protect and take care of all this property at an ex- 
pense which has to be met by taxation. Some of the committee 
contend that the true rale is to assess all property which seeks our 
governmental care, without reference to its ownership, but leave 
the question from whose share of interest, of the many owners, the 
tax is to come, to be settled by the parties themselves, thereby 
relieving the government from the necessity and expense of acting 
as arbitrator in the matter, and finally collecting the whole charge 
from the unfortunate few resident tax-payers, for the benefit of the 
resident debtors and foreign creditors. The doctrine of balances 
almost entirely exonerates the business of the country, for the final 
adjudication places the ownership beyond our limits. Let us take 
the case of one of our merchants in an interior city of our State. 
Say he has a small capital to begin with ; he hires or rents a store ; 
the city paves the roads, flags the walks, lights the streets, furnishes 
the water and fire apparatus for the extinguishment of fires, appoints 
and keeps in efficiency the police force, builds the jails and peniten- 
tiaries, pays the judges and juries, all for the benefit of the trade and 
protection of the property of the merchant, who, taking advantage 
of the rapidity and security of transportation by means of our public 
works, and aided by the credit system, renews his stock and sells to 
many times the amount of his actual capital in the course of the year, 
receiving in returning profit a percentage largely in excess of the 
farmer, or even the money lender. The assessor calls upon property 
to respond to this outlay of expenditure of government, and is 
answered by the merchant : I owe for my goods, and what little real 
capital I have is in the precarious condition of indebtedness from 
others for merchandise sold; I cannot add to the assessment roll. 
The assessor follows the ownership of the property from the mer- 
chant in the country only to find that the importer, who is the credi- 
tor of the jobber, is also the debtor of the manufacturer of Manchester 
or the weaver of Lyons. The result of this system is nothing more 
or less than that our State government is a great insurance office for 
the foreign creditor, who pays nothing even for the paper upon which 
his policy is written. This is one only of the many exemplifications 
that can be given of the very great inequality which is practically 
produced by this method of assessment. 

In reviewing for themselves all these various schemes of assess- 
ment and taxation, your committee beg leave to repeat somewhat 
the arguments and reasons heretofore glanced at, in order to show 
>why they have come to the conclusions embodied in the bill which 
they have submitted for the. consideration of the Legislature. 

We do not believe that real estate should alone bear all the tax 
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of the country ; we think the history of the past has clearly demon- 
strated, that while a mutuality of benefit has accrued to both species 
of property, real and personal, by the action of one upon the inte- 
rests of the other; yet so far in our history, the mere monetary gain 
has' been largely in excess in favor of personal property. . Where 
would be the wealth of an empire city, if you should deprive her 
of the tribute poured into her lap by the wooded hill and cultivated 
plain of the country? 

In framing the bill which accompanies this report, your committee 
have been governed by a desire to adopt its provisions, as far as 
possible, to the diversified interests and operations of our State. 
While it affords a simple remedy for the relief of a certain class of 
real estate holders, who, under the present law, are compelled to pay 
taxes upon the indebtedness therefor ; yet it does not impose any 
new burdens upon the owners of such securities. One class of pro- 
perty is not sought to be relieved at the expense of another. By 
the faithful administration of this act, the net valiie only of every 
person's taxable estate, whether invested in lands, or in any other 
species of property, will be required to contribute its just and rata- 
ble proportion of taxes for the support of the government. 

Sections 1 to 3 of the bill, contain an enumeration of persons and 
property liable to taxation, with definitions of some of the terms 
employed, and are substantially copies of the present laws. Section 
4, for greater convenience, is divided into fourteen subdivisions, and 
contains a specific enumeration of property exempted from taxation. 
This section contains special exemptions of subsequent acts of the 
Legislature, in addition to those contained in the present laws. It 
also contains the present practice of exempting from taxation the 
products of other States and moneys transmitted from abroad for 
investment or otherwise, while in the possession or under the con- 
trol of the commission merchant or agent ; and for the benefit of 
the most numerous class of depositors it exempts personal property 
in savings banks and life insurance companies to the amount of two 
hundred and fifty dollars for each depositor. 

Section 5 contains the present provisions relative to taxing lands 
sold or leased by the State, even though they have not been con- 
veyed. 

Section 6 requires the capital stock of life insurance companies to 
be taxed at the amount named in their charters ; also for the amount 
of their surplus earnings after deducting from their assets the pre- 
sent net value of their outstanding policies. 

Sections 7 to 12 determine the place in which the property of 
individuals is to be assessed, and, with the exceptions of tne stock 
of manufacturers, the stock in trade of merchants, and the personal 
property upon farms which are not situated in the town in which 
the owner resides, which are to be taxed in the towns in which such 
property is situated. 
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Section 18 provides for the assessment and collection of taxes 
on tiie personal ipropertj of transient persons, and persons who 
may change their residence to avoid or in any manner escape tax- 
Jatioa. 

Sections 14 to 16 determine the place in which incorporated com- 
panies, and corporations for manafiicturing, mining, meolianioal and 
chenaical purposes shall be taxed, and is designed to provide against 
fature controversies on that subject. 

Section 17 requires all railroad eorporations to transmit, oa or 
-before the first day of June, to the assessor of every town or city in. 
which their property shall be situated, a verified statement of their 
•taxable property in such town or city. They shall also, on or before 
lihe first day of July in each year, transmit a like statement to the 
State Assessor. 

Section 18 requires the assessors to assess the real property of 
railroads in their respective towns, and the personal property in the 
towns in which their principal ollice is situated. 

Sections 19 to 21 maiie it the duty of the assessors of every town 
and city in which the principal office of a railroad corporation is 
situated, on or before the first day of July in each year, to transmit 
a statement of the valuation of the personal property of such cor- 
poration to the State Assesisor ; wiio shall apportion the aggregate 
valuation of such personal property among the several towns and 
cities through which such railroad runs, to be by the assessors, for 
the purpose of taxation, added to the valuation of the real estate of 
such corporation in their respective towns and cities. 

Sections 22, 23, prescribe the manner in which assessments are to 
be made, and define the powers and duties of assessors ; suitable 
books, to be called valuation lists, containing blank columns, with 
■appropriate numbers and headings, having been furnished by the State 
-Assessor. On or about the first day of May in each year, they are 
to divide their town or city into convenient districts, and proceed 
to diligently examine, and enter in such valuation lists, under its 
appropriate head, all the taxable property, both real and personal, ia 
(their respective towns and cities, with the justand true value thereof 
To enable the assessors to determine the true value of any propertj 
subject to taxation, and to discover property that may have been 
concealed, for the purpose of avoiding taxation, they are authorized 
to examine the owner, or other persons, on oath, as to the valuatioa 
or concealment of such property. 

The assessors are required to estimate and assess all real estate 
liable to taxation at its just and true value, as estimated in ordinary 
transiictions in the private sale of simihir property, and not at the 
price for which such property would be sold at forced sale or auction ; 
•every other species of property at its just and true cash value. 

Property held in trust for others is to be entered in the valuation 
list, in separate lines from individual property with the representa- 
33 
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tive character of the person by whom it is held or controlled. All 
'actual indebtedness shall be deducted from the valuation of personal 
property. 

Sections 30 to 32, contain a provision by which the holders of land 
encumbered by mortgage for the payment of money, may, by pre- 
senting to the assessor a written statement duly subscribed and veri- 
fied, containing the name and residence of the owner of such mort- 
gage and the amount due thereon, charge the owner thereof the 
ratable proportion of the tax by him paid upon such lands. And 
mortgages assessed in the manner herein provided shall not be other- 
wise assessed or taxed. But mortgages constituting any portion of 
the capital stock of banks or other corporations in this state or 
owned or held by residents of other states, and the lands upon which 
they are given, shall be assessed and taxed as heretofore. These 
sections also prescribe the duty of assessors in assessing such mort- 
gages and provide proper relief for the owners thereof 

Section 33 and subdivisions contain the existing provisions in 
relation to the proper designation and assessment of lands of non- 
residents. 

Section 84 requires the assessors to complete their valuation lists 
by the first day of July, and make a true abstract or summary of the 
same in a book to be called the assessment roll, which shall be fur- 
nished by the State Assessor and contain blank columns with appro 
priate headings, as per form contained in the- bill, which assessment 
roll or a fair copy thereof shall be deposited in the ofl&ce of the town 
or city clerk for twenty days, and be subject to the inspection of all 
persons interested in such assessment. The assessors are also re- 
quired to make and post the usual notices. 

Sections 35 to 37, provide for a town board of assessments, to be 
composed of the supervisor, assessors, and town clerk of a town, or 
the mayor, assessors and city clerk of a city, whose duty it shall be 
to meet at the clerk's office on the third Tuesday of July ; and when 
organized in the prescribed form, said board Or a majority thereof, 
shall have power and it shall be their duty to hear and determine 
all complaints, take such testimony as they may deem proper, to 
enable them to determine the value of any property contained in the 
assessment' roll, supply any omissions ; and after having faithfully 
examined, corrected and equalized the valuation of the several 
entries or parcels of property contained in the assessment roll, they 
shall make and attach thereto the prescribed oath. 

These sections also impose penalties and punishments on members 
of said board who shall swear falsely in this matter, or shall willfully 
neglect to attend any meeting of said board : adjudges every person 
who shall swear falsely on an examination before said board, guilty 
of willful and corrupt perjury, and to the assessed value of his pro- 
perty shall be added ten per cent. Appeals to the county board of 
assessments are also provided for in certain cases. The assessment 
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roll, thus corrected, shall be deposited with the clerk of the board 
of supervisors, on or before the first day of August in each year. 

The county board of assessments shall be composed of three 
suitable persons — freeholders of the county — to be chosen by the 
board of supervisors at a special meeting thereof, to be held on the 
second Tuesday of June next, and at every annual meeting thereafter; 
no two of whom shall reside in the same town, nor in the same As- 
sembly district in counties containing three or more Assembly 
districts. 

Sections 43 to 46 require the members of the county board of 
assessments to meet and organize at the ofi&ce of the clerk of the board 
of supervisors, on the first Tuesday of August in each year. The 
clerk of the board of supervisors is to be the clerk of the county 
board of assessments. Said board shall proceed to examine the 
assessment rolls of the several towns and cities of their county, and 
in this particular perform the duties heretofore required of the board 
of supervisors, in the equalization of assessments, and the correction 
.of the assessment rolls. When completed, they shall transmit, by 
mail, to the State Assessor, a certificate containing the aggregate 
valuations of all the real and personal property in their county and 
every town thereof 

The county board of assessments, or a majority of them, shall also 
certify on oath, that they have justly and impartially examined, cor- 
rected and equalized, the aggregate valuations of all the real estate 
of the several town and cities in the county, and produced a just 
proportion between the several valuations thereof, which certificate 
shall be attached to each assessment roll. The assessment roll thus 
corrected and certified, shall be delivered to the clerk of the next 
board of supervisors. 

Section 47 requires the board of supervisors, at their annual meet- 
ing to estimate and enter the tax of each person whose name is con- 
tained in the assessment roll, in its appropriate column, and opposite 
the aggregate valuation of his taxable property ; which completed 
assessment roll, with the warrant of said board of supervisors 
attached, shall, on or before the 15th day of December, be delivered 
to the collector or tax receivers of the several towns and cities in 
their county. They shall also make and deposit a true copy of the 
assessment roll of each town or city with the clerk thereof, for the 
use of such town or city. 

Sections 49 to 51 contain instructions from the board of super- 
visors, which are to be embodied in the warrant to the collector. 

Section 52 applies the provisions of this act to the city and county 
of New York, only so far as it can be done consistently with the 
provisions of the act of April 14, 1859, relative to taxes and assess- 
ments in said city and county. But it requires the tax commissioners 
to enter in alphabetical order, the names of all, persons and corpo- 
rations subject to taxation, and the assessed valuation of their per- 
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(Bonal property in book?, to be provided for that purpose by it* 
Comptroller ; which bookg shall be open for public inspection, and 
.^jupersede the present mode of enrollment of personal property. 

. ,S^etipiis 54, .55, provide that in case any assessor or njeniber of 
the town or county board of assessments neglects or fails to perform 
.any duty required of him by this act, the other assessors shall per- 
form such d^^ties and certify the name, nature and cause of such 
omission to the board of supervisors, and .every willful delinquent 
is to be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and forfeit to the people 
x)f this State the sum of fifty dollars; and his name and residence 
.shall be sent to the State Assessor, who shall require the district 
'attorney to prosecute for such fine and penalty. 

Sections 56 to 60 provide for the diction of a State Assessor by 
ilje Legislature on the fi-rst Tuesc^ay of March next, and every third 
jear thereafter, to receive an annual salary of two thousand five 
[hundred dollars, employ a deputy and clerk, occupy rooms in th,e 
jState Hall, and in addition to the exercise of the supervisory powers 
,over assessments, he shall visit, examine and value the real estate 
.qf every county in the State once during every five years. Jle shall 
piake abstracts of the value of the real estate of every town in the 
several counties, and record the same in his office. 

Sections 61 to 63 constitute the State Assessor and the Comptroller 
a State Board of Equalization, and require said board to, meet at the 
office of the State Assessor on the first Tuesday of September in 
.each year, for tlie purpose of examining and equalizing the a^se.«sed 
valuation of all the real estate in the State equally among the several 
counties thereof. The result of such equalization is to be certified 
jby the members of said board, and ^1*^^ ^'^ th^ oflice of the Comp- 
troller by the first day of October. 

The Comptroller shall compute and apportion the State tax 
tbereon among the several counties, and send a .statement thereof to 
ihe several boards of supervisors, containing the amount to be levied 
pjid collected from their respective counties, which shall be raised 
,p,nd collected by the annual collection of taxes in the several counties 
^n the manner prescribed by law. 

Your committee have before remarked that our present .systenj of 
.taxation combines the plan of assessment of all kinds of property 
;at its true value, and the partial adoption of the balance method, or 
in common parlance, the deduction of indebtedness or liability from 
the value of property in the hands of the owner. We are satisfied 
that our people are not yet prepared for a radical change in this sys- 
jtem, and it may be that we are not old enough to change it to the 
jtrue principle of all taxation, viz. : that all property, irrespective of 
ownership, asking the care of government, should pay its shar^ of 
the cost of that care; we have, therefore, in the bill which we pre- 
sent, contented ourselves with the introduction of amendments, 
which will tend, in our judgment, to remedy known and ackiipw- 
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ledged evils, and undisguised' open departures from the equities that' 
should always govern in the enactment of general laws. Wliatev'er 
practically may be the fact; theoretically the indebtedness of the 
owner of real estate by way of actual lien thereOii, is not allowed' in- 
abatement of the amount of the assessed value thereof; while no' 
matter from what source the liability may come, the owner of per<- 
sonal property rebates his whole indebtedness from the assessed value 
of this personal property : upon the doctrine of equality this is 
clearly unjust, and should be remedied, if the present systerti in 
regard to personal property remains utialtered; we have therefof^/' 
so amended the^ law as to allow the payment of that portion of the ' 
tax levied upon real estate, wliich is the quota representing the value 
of the mortgage thereon, when paid by the mdrtgagdr, to be in hi^ 
hands a set-off to the payment of so much interest or principal upoii 
the mortgage, except in cases where the mortgage, as a basis of a 
capital under the existing laws of this State, is liable to tax'ation as 
such, and also, except wherfe the mortgnge is held by a non-rfesident, 
and consequently is liable to taxation in the hands of the holder at 
home ; while some of us are opposed to this reform, yet, others of*' 
the committee do not doubt the justice and equity of this amend- 
ment, while, at the same time we are fearful that its practical effecf 
may not be so b'eneficial as many of its advocates hope ; but some 
of the committee contend this reform is demanded by the great mass' 
of our rurtil population, and should be given to them if personal 
property continues to enjoy the same exemption in a greater degree; 
it will' be seen that we answer the objection made by some, that it- 
Would drive home money from abroad seeking investment here; by" 
excluding mortgages held by non-i-esidents from its operation, while 
at the same time we protect our own people mortgagees, by provid- 
ing for a deduction of the representative value of such mortgage;^' 
from the aggregate or their personal property; the banking and insui 
ranee companies invest their capital by law in certain kinds of secu- 
rities and are taxed upon their whole aggregate capital ; we therefore, 
to avoid the great labor and confusion, not to say insurmountable' 
difficulty of applying the rule to them, also except such mortgages 
as are held by them as capital ; if this amendment results in no other 
good, it will at least bring upon the assessment roll a vastly great 
increase of personal property far beyond the actual value of mort-' 
gage liens in the shape of the personalty incident to the farm now 
shielded from tax:atiOn upon the pretext of indebtedness for the soil!' 
The other great evil that we have endeavored to remedy, is one 
that has been and continues to be complained of, and we think justlyj- 
by the great mass of the tax-payers of the State ; we refer to the 
inequality of assessed values of property and the omission or escape 
of immense amounts of personal property from the assessment roll. 
Estimates of value are falsely made, evidently first by the local asses'- 
Bors to favor towns in the county equalizatioti, then again by county 
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boards to lessen their proportion of the State tax ; it seems' to be 
the aim on all sides not to comply with the law and their solemn 
oaths, so to value property that equity in taxation may obtain, but 
that they may by the violation of both, work injustice and do wrong ; 
if the amount of injustice in this regard were equal over the entire 
of a county or the State, then to that extent the injustice would 
work no actual evil ; but the erratic departures from right varying 
in numbers and degree with the assessors and their individual notions 
of what departure from right will protect or benefit their localities, 
leaves the tax-payer to the mercies of chance alone ; we propose to 
remedy all this, by fixing as the rule of all assessments the actual 
local market value of property, not depending upon opinion or sur- 
mise on the part of the assessor, or a dasire to escape taxation on the 
part of the owner : this seems to us the only true rule. The daily 
transactions of life in the buying and selling of property, furnish the 
balance which weighs accurately all values ; it is true that sometimes 
speculation, or fancied future or prospective change may give ficti- 
tious values to property, but these are spasmodic, not continuous ; 
after all the main element of value is demand and supply, and that 
will always determine the rate or value in exchange, whether it be 
one piece of property for another, or for money or its representative 
which is merely the agent of the exchange ; then the town in the 
county is not valued unjustly as compared with the sister towns, and 
the county pays only such portion of the State tax as its actual 
wealth, compared with all the other counties of the State, demands. 
But back of all this is another grave and serious evil in the working 
of our present system ; a large amount of property escapes taxation 
entirely ; how is this to be remedied ? All will acknowledge that 
all property bona fide owned by a citizen should be assessed : is it 
assessed ? the answer must be, no. Let every one look to his own 
locality ; can we be pointed to an assessment roll in the State that con- 
tains all the property within the knowledge of any one of the residents in 
the assessment district ? some argue : Well, granted this is true, the 
average of omission is probably about equal over the State, so this 
makes the thing equitable. 

Again, others argue that a true record of the value of personal 
property in a given locality will drive the possessor from the place, 
and it is better to get what you can than to lose a part, together with 
the benefit arising from the employment of the capital. It is also 
said that real estate is notoriously undervalued, and by that means 
an equity of assessment is reached by the absolute omission of the 
greater portion of the personalty. We ask you to take into consid- 
eration the situation of those who are on the tax list. It .may be 
true that your assessors are as knavish and derelict of duty as their 
neighbors, and so the matter, as far as communities are concerned, 
works no injury ; but your individual tax-payer has great cause to 
know he is amerced in the cost of maintaining government for A, B, 
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C, D, &c., &c., whose concealed or omitted wealth far outweighs in 
value his humble, unpretending home ; for though low the roof-tree, 
it is too lofty to escape the eye of the assessor. We charge without 
fear of denial that under the working of our present system of assess- 
ments the men of moderate and small means pay largely in excess 
the taxes of the government. One per cent of the assessed value of 
all the property in a given town is asked by the collector as the tax. 
If all having property in that town are assessed in proportion, and 
also in just proportion to other towns all over the State, no wrong 
is done, though but a tithe of the real value is set down. But we 
all know such is not anywhere the case ; and your committee believe 
that a just and true valuation of all the property liable to taxation 
would not only greatly reduce the percentage of tax, but would also 
relieve many who now unfortunately pay for others as well as them- 
selves. What is, the remedy ? There seems to be a very great, 
repugnance among our people to the plan which has been sometimes v 
urged, and which was the basis of the bill pressed by the Assembly | 
last winter, viz. : to make every man, under the solemnity of an | 
oath, become his own assessor by compelling him to give a full, I 
minute and complete detail of his property, both as to kind, situation / 
and value, or, in other words, to adopt the method known by thev 
name of listing. Objection after objection is urged, but the one \ 
most entitled to consideration is the inquisitorial nature of the system ; 1 
the unnecessary exposure of the financial condition of the party to 
the gaze of his neighbors, working injury to his business, clouding 
his prospects of pecuniary success, and even culminating in his 
final bankruptcy and ruin, we answer, is it the duty of community y 
to enact laws for the purpose of educating men in fraud and deceit ; / 
would it be better that the people should place implicit faith and 
trust in mere appearances of wealth, and thus be finally deceived, 
and injured, than that the truth shouid be known so that confidence- 
should be a certainty. But no danger need be apprehended ; England, . 
France, all the civilized nations of the Old World have been gov- 
erned partially by this rule for long years, and to-day it obtainsX 
fully and stringently in twenty-eight out of thirty-two of the j 
States and Territories of this Union ; and New York is one of the i 
only three States known to your committee not under the rule. Iiy 
all but two of the states the statement or list of the party to be assessed 
is required to be accompanied by his oath as to its truth, and in most 
of those States, in addition thereto, the assessor has the right further 
to examine the party and to call in other evidence if he may deem 
it necessary; this list is open to inspection and examination by the 
public, makes a part of the official papers and assessment roll of 
the assessor, and becomes public property ; no such objection is 
made to the practice in other States, and we have the concurrent 
testimony of all those who have tried the system, that its operation 
instead of being onerous, inquisitorial or unjust, produces, equity of. 
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taxation and acquiesence in the accurate justice with which the 
public burdens are divided among the people. Under this system 
the Suates of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, wiiere the agricultural inte- 
rests largely predominate ; States new, organized long iifter our own, 
whose personal wealth no one for a rnornent will contend in the 
aggregate will reach the one-half the value of the same in this state, 
with an estimated worth of re;d estate about equal to ours, assess 
about $200,000,000 more personal property than we do, or, in other 
words, eighty per cent in excess of our assessed value. And we 
may look through the census returns, and we will find that in almost- 
every instance the aggregate of assessments in each of the states of 
the Union as compared with ours will show nearly the same result. 
In this state the capital invested in banks and insurance companies, 
which by law is placed upon our assessment rolls at its nominal- 
amount, aggregate about $175,000,000; while the whole assessed 
value of personal property in the state is but little over $300,000,000, 
the city of New York is assessed at about $560,000,000 ; of this 
$400,000,000 is real estate, $100,000,000 bank and insurance capital, 
and the remainder $50,000,000, is all that is assessed as individual 
personal property ; does any one for a moment believe that the fifth 
part of individual personal property of that city finds a f)lace on the 
assessment roll ? What is true of the city of New York is also true of 
every city, town and village in the state, and the just and true esti-- 
mate of all alike will not do injury to New York city for the benefit 
of the rural districts, for such a mass of wealth skulking and hiding 
from the tax-gatherer, will be brought to light, that the burdens now 
resting in unj ust proportions upon the tax- payer of both city and coun- 
try, will become comparatively light, and be cheerfully borne because 
of their equality coupled with their necessity; your committee, firm 
in the belief that this is the only true and certain way to arrive at the' 
whole truth and consequent equity of assessed values, yet in deference 
to the strong objections made to the public inquisition of the listing 
system as used in other states, have, while adopting its machinery, so 
arranged the management of the same as to confine the details of the 
examination to the knowledge of the assessor and the party alone, 
except where, for the furtherance of justice and the punishment of 
guilt, it is necessary that the same shall be ftiade public ; we intend 
that the assessor shall use the valuation list as a day book upon 
which are entered the items of property and their valuation in detail, 
to be by him posted in aggregates in the assessment roll, which is 
exposed to and becomes the property of the public ; and we confi- 
dently believe the result will be the true and correct statement of 
kind, quantity and intrinsic value of all the tax-paying property 
of the .stiite. 

Your committee are convinced that practically under the present 
law, the town board of assessment is a board of merely clerical rather 
than judicial review, and Lave therefore, in the bill presented re- 
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modeled such board, by adding to the board of assessors in their dutyf 
of final adjustment or review, the supervisor and town clerk in towns 
and the mayor and clerk in cities ; the official position of these offi- 
cers give wai-rant of their capacity and fitness for the performance 
of this additional duty ; and their exemption from the onerous and 
perplexing duties attending the original labor of collecting and con- 
densing the assessments, makes them unprejudiced arbitrators. "We 
have spoken of one great trouble in the business of equalization of 
assessments, growing out of the rivalry between towns' in the same 
county, and counties with each other, to prove, not which one is- the 
most prosperous and rich, but. which can be shown to be the most 
poverty stricken, in order to: avoid a fair proportion of taxation; 
our proposed remedy in part for this evil, is to take from the boards 
of supervisors this duty and to make a country board of assessments 
by appointment of three freeholders not supervisors; the outgoing 
board of supervisors appoint,- in open session, by wiwa voce choicfe, 
such board, locating them' in different parts of the county, and select- 
ing them from the tax-payers; it is useless to disguise the fact that 
now, in almost every board of supervisors a cabal or ring is formed' 
by means of which the towns outside the ring are equalized not be- 
yond their true value, but greatl}-- in excess of their due proportion 
as compared with the towns represented by the junto; all agree to 
put the aggregate of the county as low as they dare go, in order not 
to give undue advantage' to their sister counties ; we believe the re- 
form will give us a more correct and just equalization; one man 
instead of representing w^e, is the officer of manif towns, elected or 
appointed to his position, not by those towns, but by the action of 
all the towns in the county, and consequentlythere can be no motive' 
of self-interest or hope for future place and power to influence or 
warp his judgment and honesty. 

The committee have amended to some extent the section of the 
present law enumerating the exemptions from assessment; they are 
divided on the question of exempting the property of clergymen to 
a limited amount, but have concluded to leave the clause as tbey^ 
find it, to be acted upon as the majority of the Legislature may con- 
sider proper. There is some weight, however, among other argu- 
ments on this point, in the reasons drawn from the historical vieW' 
of this exemption ; originally this exemption was demanded and 
granted on account of the deprivation of political rights and privi- 
leges, but now, when under our Constitution and in our political 
practice clergymen are entitled to and receive all the privileges of' 
other citizens, there would seem to be no good reason why they' 
should enjoy any especial advantages over others. ■ 

Some have urged that inasmuch as the Federal government in their 
recent enactments looking for financial aid to their necessities, have 
claimed to exempt from all taxation, securities or property in Uni- 
ted States indebtedness, therefore by express terms our laws should 
34 
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recognize such exemptions ; your committee tave declined to do so. 
If the law of the United States on that subject is constitutionally 
sound, there can certainly be no necessity for our action at all ; if 
on the contrary it be true, as some of the committee believe, that 
such exemption is unconstitutional and cannot do away with the 
right of the State for local purposes to tax such property, then we 
have at least done no wrong to the holder by abstaining from ex- 
pressly naming it as one of the subjects of taxation ; one form of 
this question has been recently before the Court of Appeals in this 
State for adjudication and was decided at its last sitting. A bank 
whose capital deposited with the Banking Department, was in part 
represented by United States stocks, claimed to the extent of their 
value exemption from assessment and consequent taxation ; the court 
held in their decision, that under our laws, the capital of the bank 
was liable to taxation, and could not escape, no matter what might 
be the condition as to exemption per se in any way of the represent- 
atives of that capital. Although the question of constitutional 
power in the premises was not decided, yet the leading opinion in 
the case asks a very significant question as to the right of the gen- 
eral government thus to interfere with the local rights of taxation. 
Your committee are divided upon this point, but a portion of them 
wish to say that they do not desire at this critical juncture of our 
national finances, to set up an empty, vain-glorious cry of State's 
rights, but would rather patriotically submit to the exercise of 
doubtful powers, if clearly, good could be done to our common 
country; but we should feel pained and humiliated indeed to con- 
fess that the sterling integrity of the loyal people, the unbounded 
resources of our government, the power, indomitable determination, 
and assured certainty that we shall crush the rebellion, should be so 
distrusted by the money-lender and stock-jobber as to render it 
necessary for the government to offer usury in the shape of exemp- 
tion from State taxation for the loan of moneys needed for her uses. 
The government of the United States is a government of limited 
powers ; it has the clear undoubted right to levy taxes over the 
whole Union ; but when a State for its own local municipal purposes 
uses its reserved right of local taxation, the national government 
can have no right to interfere with it ; the moment the stock of the 
United States passes from under the hand of the treasury to the 
individual lender, it loses its nationality, except as an evidence of 
national indebtedness, not national property, but becomes private, indi- 
vidual property, and as such, must be governed by, and subject to 
all the laws which govern the other property of the citizen ; wJll 
any one contend for a moment that in consideration of a loan to the 
United States, the remaining dollars of an individual can by law be 
exempted from State tax ? Before the loan the money therein in- 
vested was taxed, and its representative cannot be excused from the 
same burden. Can the United States say to the New York Central 
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railroad, in consideration that you make a given rebate on transpor- 
tation on our account, we exempt you from the payment of any 
State or other local tax ? "We grant it can exempt the road for such 
consideration by special enactment from the operation of the United 
States revenue law ; but no one can be so insane as to claim its 
power to interfere with and destroy the right of the State in the 
premises ; the exemption of Government stocks from State taxation 
now enacted into law might not work in itself any serious injury, 
but the rule which should permit and maintain its soundness, would 
annihilate all State right of taxation for any purpose, and if pushed 
to its ultimate conclusion would obliterate State lines and State gov- 
ernments, with the concentration and consolidation of all power in 
the general government alone. 

In concluding its labors, your committee need not remind the 
Legislature again of the vast importance of the subject ; its magni- 
tude alone will be sufficient excuse for the failure to elucidate the 
subject in all its details, we claim only for the bill we herewith sub- 
mit, that it is an improvement in the right direction, and we leave 
to the future the education of our people, hot only towards perfec- 
tion in the machinery of assessment and taxation, but we trust 
towards a higher and better position in intellectual and physical 
purity, which, governed by a cheerful submission to the laws of 
morality and religion, will lessen the necessity of increasing taxation 
for enjoyment of right and protection from wrong. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMBS A. BELL, 
Chairman Joint Select Committee. 
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